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Maurice Guillaux...

An Introduction




The dashing, elegant aviator Maurice Guillaux was born in
France in 1883. We know little of his early career, but by 1!
the chief pilot of the Caudron factory, giving many aerial d
successful in the Pommery Cup competition for long-distar
the aircraft were doing up to 1000 km a day, and measuret
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Maurice Guillaux and his new type of Bleriot
monoplane, specially constructed for looping,
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left on a world trip, aiming to make lots of money by giving

After a brief stop in Egypt, the team came to Mon!
Australia, landing in Sydney on April 4, 1914. He I
gave displays in Sydney and Newcastle. In May
and June he also performed in Melbourne, and T
regional centres such as Wagga Wagga, Albury, &t Victorit
Bendigo and Ballarat. These displays were '
hugely successful: hundreds of thousands of :
the wor

people paid to see him fly. Other pilots,
includineg the American Arthur B “Wizard’ Stone  Special tra
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entering New South Wales, reaching Albury racecourse at |
had lunch with compatriot Alderman Frere before flying or
and then to Harden at 4 06 pm. Trying to fly on, he was for
weather. In one day he had flown about 1000 kilometres, §
displays over each town to entertain the huge crowds that
stop.

On 17 July he was again forced to return to Harden becaus
18 July he was able to move on to Goulburn. This was a fre
morning, for which Goulburn is infamous, and when he lan
beacon fire to thaw out. He flew on, missing a planned lani
landing just behind the main street of Liverpool. After lunc
took off in time to arrive at Moore Park, in central Sydney,

Here he was received by a huge crowd, including the Gove
plaved the Marseillaise and he handed over his careo. Abo



Guillaux was not only active as a showman, but took an im
aviation matters. Lebbeus Hordern, a member of the weall
had purchased a Farman seaplane, and Guillaux made mar
flights in it, sometimes with rather attractive lady passenge
in the development of the Ham Common airfield, which is
base and gave advice to the fledgling Australian Flying Cor
Australia had an enormous effect on Australian aviation hi:

By August, the news was dominated by the outbreak of we
Guillaux had a major crash, damaging his aircraft and injuri
aircraft was repaired, and Guillaux recovered in a few wee!
flying displays was over. Guillaux returned to France on 22
aviator attached to the First Australian Division. He eventu
France and was killed in an aircraft crash, while test-flying .
May 1917.

A re-enactment flight will take place in 2014, between M
using a Jabiru, a modern Australian lightweight sports
weight and engine capacity to Guillaux’ Bleriot. Th
accompanied by a number of other historical aircraft ana
pioneered by Guillaux, with major celebrations at eaci
conclusion will be the centrepiece of Sydney’s Bastille

To find out more, go to www.australiasfirstair
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