AERIAL WAR
THE NATIONS PREPARED.

M

The poesibilities of the aemplane in
modeta warfare were vividly portrayed
by M, Guillaux, the Freoch atrman,

i The next wor,'” he said, ** will be
win by the nafion with the most
ficrent aeral force. France, weday, s
the greatest Power in the air,  ard if
shie comes: it conflic with any nation
whose naval and  military  forres are
et greatly in excess of her own, her
aeroplanes will win the day.

Franee, M, Guillanx added, now os-
arwaes Between g and e aeroplanes.

GUILLAUXN'S VIEWS.

[hese are used for three mun purpases,
and are classified aceordingly.

There  are Yespadpilles’’  or  mona
planes, which, carrying A pilot  only,
arecenpnble  of  ascending  rapidly to
great heighrs, These are nsed ’fnr re-
tifving gun fire; and local scouting pur
pses,  Other monoplancs ¢aTry A -
server as well as the pilot, and, like all
of the  larger  army  aeroplanes, are
cipwpped  owith  owirebess 1elegraphy,
With ane of thear mackines i would e

pissible [ twe Koouls 1o fly 2300 mailes
v the rear of an enemies'  lines, teleg
graph detils of his position, o retieen
withenut alighting.  Such flighs= ave an
everday orcorrenee  in Franee, nl

Gonillanx declared, and s l|m.-=f-ihllrl to
flv [op 1o hewrs at & speed of poe miles
per howr. An enemy's frontiees el
feowell seonred o that Bime.

OBt the machine o be most  fear-
el b oentinged; ‘Uis the  biplane
pse ma bines carry both arms, in the
sl ol quivk firing guns, wnd explo.
cives, and  their desasipiing:  pownrs
[ have heen well provel. oo armny rn1|!1l
withstand for g o gueridla worlare m
which s Foe was  amboshed thi
clonds, swoopimg dawn nn 1I|'-.|:~.i|111. 1w
destroy a hodge e harass o marching
EOT LTy fomified  and  apparentds
snde trrritory,  Clowds and
deterrent to 1he movements af an aeyo
I j% qusaible ta steer by com-

m

17
frag are i

plane
piss. "’

M. Guitlant said he rpavelled

hadd

from Paris te Bordeaux withour  sigls
of and, and without deviatng  half o 2
mile from his course.
ATRSIP v AFRROPLANE.
Thc airship,  econsidered by some

Powers to be the harkbone of an arripl
floet, accarring to M. Giillawx, would
stand huot lile ehance o confhict with
.'H"rl:l|;'l1."|.1'lf'5.

[if) Franee has a frw L semn nged e
ships, hut'' he said, P what  wse are
thev whan an oaceonlang can rise o]
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chins, heat," he o sykl, Uwhat wse ane

thew when an aceoplane ran rise 3wt
ahove them asd deop shells from aenal

peglenis they  can never  arniin Th
speed ol w0 mraderm deroplane, 1w,
i whminst dovble that of an alrshlp, T

fisr :'.i;.l;' 1
an oarre, mavhe, tonssof

Arsdiih, eetainiy, is wsefel

T1

i :I’.i'll.[

[ explioswrs for the wholesale destruction |

| o fivres, hut withont a convoy of srm
i planes o pratect i from the aftacks of
vomosguita HBeer, the sphere of the use
frrliess swould he vers lanered. ™
Uilermany, " considered by M. Gutil
Loyt Bl second  aemoad power,
s, he sl fmany aarships, but
she was now  Lning great store  on
hravier-than gar maciines. U'nlike
Liritadn, Russia, and Iy,  Geomany
Ll ke own planes and her  owi en-
giies. The othier European Powers re.
HT entitely on French  ma-
chines apd engines, or those built un-
der Fromeh license. Kussia  was the
thurd  most powerful mation in the air
=he wos w e belever (o weroplanes,
French firm alome  had  recently
sald her oo eogines, o be  fitted 10
munoplancs,  England came {ourth oo
ths list of aceial  Powers, wnd  Italy
fifth, American wis a long way hehind,
The mackines in the UTnited States were
chiefly for exlnlition parposes,
THE 1YL AEROPLANE,
“The hvdrn arroplane would also be
a hig feetor loomedern warfare,''  ex-
platped M. Gaillaux, Y These were no-
thing more or less than big bi-planes,

almuost

e

o which  floats had  been  atached.
They were, therefore,  able 10 alight
upon nr fly from the surface of  the

wiiter,  The speed of the  hydro-aero-
plang was M soogreat as  that of an
seroplane, nesther had it soch o vast

senne: but 1t had bern neoved 1 e
wondreriully effective weapon,

“ It is 1o the hrdro-aeroplane," said
M. Gupllosx, ** that Australia must look
lor the selition of her aerial  problem,
Acroplanes are useful, of course, but
with her vasi sea frantages it is neces.
siry for Australia 1o employ machines
capable of following the movements of
an attacking feet, and, if possible, as-
certaining . where the enemy intended o
muke n landing."'

The necessity for  adequate  means
af enmmunicatinn between the capitals,
and a4 maore pressing need for the pro.
tretion of the lines of communication,
were empshasised by the aviator, whao
stated thit by the simplest means  he
could destrov bridges on, say, the ex-
isting milyny  between  Svdney  and
Melbourne, even if they were guarded
by a battalion, and thus prevent mo-
bilisation or important army move
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mlisation or important army moves
MRS,

A HARD TARGET.

Flving at an elevation of about jso0ft,
an aeroplane was a most difficult  tar-
get, but at that height an aviater could
see all he wanted to see and do all he
wanted to de without an effort.  The

French authorities had adopted a light
ficld gun, mounted o & motor car, a8
the maost efficient weapon  for repelling
acroplane attacks., But at the best of
times the gunners considered the aero-
plane a hard tarpet, and  the aviotor
had httle to fear, A proectile, too, had
ta hit a wvital spot, It was linle use
putting u shot through the wing.

Discussing the prospects of avistion
in Australia, M, Guillaux  stated  that
he considered the Australinn atmos
sphiere 1o he most suitable for flight
When ut o heght of over 11,000ft one
dav and equipped with an oxyvgen in-
paler, he could have easily attoined,
pot exceeded, the world's  altitude of
21, nonft,




