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AVIATION AND DEFENCE

There can be no doubt that M. Guillaux
has succeeded In nronsing the inténse in.
terest of the people of Syduoey lu the art
of aviatlon. This fact does not detract
from the eariler ploneering efforta of Mr,
Hart, or frow e exploits of Mr. Hawker,
who Is to compete once more in Englund
for valmable prizes, which he narrawly
missed winning u few months ngo. But
the intrepid Freochman has, by his poblic
performances during the pest thres weeks,
coivinoe! most of uB as to both the utllity
and facifity of the art of which be Is 392
accomplished o master. The eass with
which (be swachines were manlpulnted, the
perfert oconirel with which they  were
|1:|1:|n1u to go through the mest difiealt aud
lawlng evolutions, the apparent  sifety
jwith whleh it was possille 1o fravel
(throngli the alr, with no less risk thon u
odrney [n 8 motor eor, or & ship—in Cact,
tthe whely af the clrenmatances surroumd-
ling M.Guillau®s Bights, bave glven the
IpuhIIc a confidence In aviantion which It
was oot posslble to ncgnlre by  merely
veadding about meropnutical achievements
w other countrica. When fiying bas be
cowe the pastime of lelsured men ot no
{luitinl cost of Hitle wore thon o fArst-closs
|wotor ear, the art bns passed from the
rorena of exporiment lnto that of  the
|wortanl orgaulsatlon of soclety. It would

be premeturs to prophesy o what uses the!
Jabllity to fly may pot be put duriog tlmﬁ
oext few years.  Our whole method of
traasit ey be affected, aod the organisa-

thon of commeree may be revolutlonised
Ly It. It has selentiiic and gther poteq-|
tialtles, of wlhilea at the present moment
wo bave unly o gllmmer. In our cablel
news thiz mernlug, (o |ostanee, wul
reverd  the  Joventlen of nn Inrlllhlni
aeroplane, M. Gulllaux los  Nlumlped
for us the vista of puulhli!ﬂul
which liee Lefore the art of aviaton, nod
CAustralinun who are anxlous {o keop 'm
"the van of progress in nll things are grate-
ful to hlm for what he has dope In this
rdhrectlon,

| There s, however, one mapect of the
'fights which residents of Sydney havel
[been uble (o witness durlug the last few,
|lti|.5'a which I8 of vital Immedlate Im-
(pertence 1o the Commonweaktth, We refer
|to thie bearing of aviation on the probiewm
af defener, {n both fts military and waval
hranches. So far the Commopwenlth Go-
vernpmwent  hios done very little In  this
matter, and done It both slowly snd bhadly,
The muscbines which were obtained are
eald to be owt of date, and they  wers
ordeced  before the very necessary pre
cantbon of providing bouslng sccommoda-

fion for them bod been taken. Morsover,
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fion for them bod been taken. Morsover,
[the officers whose services wepe obtolned
"o wilvise the Government o aeronautical
Mahet s, il 1o orgondse o militery Aying
corpes, were, U I8 ugdersivod, not copraited
[with regiid to (e type of machine aod

other cesential mintters, for whicl they
were (o e subsequently responsilde. 3.
(Gulllnux’s  assertion that he could, by

throwing o bomb from Liz aeroplave ot o
[slogle beklge or cnlvert, Interrupl came
muupleation wiwesn Brdoney  and  Mel-
hourue, nud thois seelously impede mobilil
satioi, sand the free wovement of troops
(for millltary purposes, can peadily b
erodited after s demonsteat] ng, snd (he
(siie possitdiity has to e contemplated
[with even greater disquictude with regan
to the connecilon botween the southesn
Stntes odd the northern portions of Aus
trollin, Posslbilities guch as these, lozether
[witly the great distunces (o be foond o
| Anstenbi, make it impereative that n!
gy, well-enuipped fiying arm  ghould
e addeded to our mdlltdry forcea, Huat
pertinps moce fmportant o conneet lon with
defewee wptters than avieton work o
lumd 18 the use to which the sedplane may,
Iwe put ws oo adfunet to the feet, Maclhipes!
glck as thet used with much dexter!ty by
M. Guillauz on Baturdey nnd Sonday are,
being bullt by the Britlsh Admieaity in
Horge Bumbers, It & cledr, as 3. Guillanx,
liid polnted out, that with nn extensive
|conrt-iine euel. &8 Australin possesses this
(Lipe of machine, which can not omly fy,
bt maove glong the water ut o mnt
‘speed, iust be o most valosble, and, in
ieed, oo indispensable abd to an uElt:ItnT
nuvy.  Agnin the publie bas u right ts
korw what the Government proposes Lo
(o Tu the motter.  Further peglect am
{delay  wre  inexeneable, gud we  ven-
ture 0 suy that the 2finlster for Defence
|vau uppenl to the imagloation and patriot-
fam of the people o no more practledl
way than by thowng to them that T
weans o tnke advantage of this formid:
able engine of wurfare, with which thay
|h.-n'r- now hecome famillar, In no oneertaln
{tusldon for the defenve of thelr mhores,
{the protection of their trads,  apd the
prearrvarion of 1heiy Decitage,
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