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SYDNEY TO MELBOURNE.
l‘lil.i},]'EUl‘E]} ARROPLANE FLICHT,

Captnin Potrie, of the Commaonwealth Avig-
tion Corpe, M. Murduel, the jovinl French-
man, whase brief pupiloge wnder M, Guil.
luux has alrendy’ made him  prominent in
nvintion cireles in Now Soully Wales, nmd twa
Ymeenniviens,’! had a trinl flight near Tich-
~mond yesterday, - .- - .

It wos o trial run preparntory to starting
this afterncon  on-a-flight to Melbourne—
the second long-distance {light to be attemyi-
od in Austealin (Guillnux®s fight from Mel-
boukue' to Byduey was the fist), but - ns much
ceare had to be expomded _Ixﬁ’urqhnntl, "R
though it were the grodt. flight jteelf.” IFor
holf pn  howr oroyeovg thoe four reprospnin-
tives of the Inteune—the twoe airmen and
the two blue—clud nssistants——worked busily
in and wround the decoptively-flimsy-looking
mnchine, tightoning scrows, making taut an
opensionnl sngging stay, and ensuring the ae-
curnte running evory part of the wonder-
ful Upome ongine, . It is o Coudron biplane,
ono of thg Intest Fronch machines, and costs
phoud £1700 to land in Avstealin, With an
guing of. 80 horso power; o speed of about
70 miles an hour ean ho  obtnined.  On lis
last trip, indeed, M. Alarduol, who has heen
in charpe of the neroplune prior to_its taking
over e tho Government, flew from Richmond
to Clontennial Park in 20 minutes,

The “plane emerged from the shed, run-
wing with cumbrous onse on ils newly-in-
fluted tyres, Tha avietor, lus hond enversd
with the Jamiliar leather  holmet, liko a
mmohing ball in appenrance, and with  his
wnds enveloped in buge Fur gloves, pive
the word to "ge,"™ With a tear and n erne-
lilo the engine lenpt into life, tho fractor he-
pame marely o howildering eddy ol noise aml
wind, nnd the bi-plane, loaving the lwn as-
gintants, their peasp soddenly roluxod, sprawl-
ing on {he grass, sureied over the Jovel
mendow, and sonred oasily nmed swiltly into
the nir,  Wising in et sweeping eircles,
Cnptnin Petrie atinined o height ol some-
thiog like 4000G: within o few minuba of
lenving the ground, He roturned to berra
fitrnn after o flight of ahout Aftect minubos
over Richmond amd Windsor, and  exprosged
himaclf a8 - wol] satisfied with the gunhties
of the mnaohine, and e cnpneite for the pesk
before it.,  Wenther conditions pormitting,
Ly propases. to bemin his  nacinl jonrney from
Richmond to Melbourne this aftoenoon.
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