Australia’s First
Aerial Mail

= il
A PHILATFLIC RARITY

By P, COLLAS

This vear in imporfant in aviation Hir
Charles Kingeford-Bmith has flown from
Melborne t0 Bydney in 2 hours and 11
minutes; the Centenary Alr Race losms
pearer. England has just established n
network of (nternal alrmall serviees. and
in & moenth of so Australia and Oreat
Britaln will be linked by & permanent alr-
line, fed by numercius subsidiary servioes
covering all parts of Australle. Omly 20
(yaars have elapsed since the first serial
mail was carried in Australla, yet, even
in those days of July, 1814, “The Argus’
| farstold a time when the seroplane would
gearcely attruct an upward glance, and
published \llustrations of padestrians in ]
the oity strec.s liaving thelr last look &t
| {he Bleriot bipiare which. making s fare-
well flight over the cily and suburbs, was
1o carry, iwo days later. Australla's first
|aerial mat! from Melbourne to Bydney.

M. Guillsux, a French availor, was the
man to whorn credit ia doe for this his-
|torie flight. With hia Bleriol machine. hie
| arrived in Sydney on March 21, 1914, and
|;«|.w a number of aerial displays in New
South Wales, He looped the loop at Vic-
torin Park. Bydney, on April 20—the firat
|time Lhis feal had been performed in Aus-
iralia.  He resched Melbourne on May
25, and Lhree dayn Ister gave an exhl
pition of fAiving above the city. On Batur- |
‘day. May a0, he gave n public display wt |
the Hoyal Agricultursl Bhowgrounds, |
| Flemington, above an admiring crowd
The newspapers of fhe day announced |
that tlekets for admittance Lo the show- |
grounds were on aale al the Government
Tourist Bureau. and thal sn  increnssd
servier of cabile trams would connect with
electrlr  trame Bt Flemington  Bridee
further that moter-buses and cabs woula
‘mlmo run eantlngously from Bourke siieet
a0 ospeein]l advertisement the Vietorian
Failwavs drew attentlon 1o the “Aecro-
|plane Display™ at the Roval Agricultural
| howground. and announced that special
truint would be run from Bpencer streef
every few minutes.  Return fares, ipelod-
ing admittance tn the ground were 2 0
'Arst rlass Aand 2 6 sacond olass

On July 3 M. Gaillaux flew {0 Gerlong, &
distance of 43 miles, In #3 minuten, He cur- |
ried greetings from the Lord Mayor of Mel- |
bourne to the mayor of Geelong and he |
gave an exhibltion of lnoplng the loop rod !
“ather sensations” above the Geelong race- |
rourse in the presence of 4000 specialors
the following day. The newspapers enthi-
pluatically reporied (hat Be “gave & 'nlu-l
exhibition of skde and (nil alipping. and |
performed e '8’ dive within a space :|l'|
1200 feet. He looped the loop right times |
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PEFIOTTREG LIS B QIVE WILIIN & space of
1300 feet. He looped the loop right Umml
altogether from an altitude of betwoen
| 5,000 and 8.000 feet. where he exporienced |
| wind blowing at 40 mlles & howr. s
exhibitions of Aviog upside down and
| parklng feats demonatrated the remark. |
able mastery and control he has of the
| machine * M Oulllaux ook up six pas- |
| sengers. Including one weman, for Aghite |
(o the following day, snd Ieter retaroed
[to Melbourne to prepare for the fArst aic |
mull, which he proposed (0 earry o Svel- |
(mey It had been intended that he should
!!nﬂ- on July 9. but the dute of depariure
|1=.'ru postponed to July 18, |

Originally, the carrlage of  souveile
| poateards . wan being arranged by Arthur
|mﬂ:lrd and Co. Led, but on July 7 this |
Inrm eunodnced  that pegotistions with
the aviator's represenintives had fallen
through, and that purchasers of souvenir
posteards who posted them here (in Syd-
ney conld heve the money refunded
Owing to short notlee. inhabitants of the
districta over which Guillaux was to fy
were nol advised of the change of flan
jand thousands were dissppoinied by lis
non-srrivel, many having travelled Inng
| distances tn view the plane. At Beymour, |
|nmong other centrea, much indignation |
was cxpressed However, the flight waa
commenced on July 18 Preliminary sn-
nouncemesiits  stated Lthat the aviator
|would start from Hoyal Park near (e |
| Burke and Wills monument, but this was |
jchanged (o the Agricultural EI-‘|‘I.|:|r'il.-I
Im"m.ll:u!ll-.

& few minutes aller # am. on the ;rnu1|
(day, Guillaux ross inta the alr, carrving
[#48lb. of oMcisl mail and letters from the
| evernor of Vielorta to the Qovernor of
New Houllh Wales, the Lard Mayor of
Melbourne tn the Lard Mayor of Sydnev |
|and the French Conaul in Melbourne to
| the Consul-Gieneral in Bydney, The post- |
| nfflce mall comprised 1.TRS  posteards
“for emch of which some enthusinat had
|paid 3/ However, other reporis were
| that the cards were only 1/ sach Postage |
|was 1d. on each card and Id. on each
| tter, and “"Many of the cards were
| addressed via Bydney to the remifters
| themaelves (o ba returned by the ordi-
! nary maill, and philatsllsts, recognising
ith: incresssd valus Lthey would posaess
in after vears by being extra stamped.
|did not hesitate to Invest an exira few
penoe on the postage, Many of them bore
shilllng stamps, mMeny more were stamped
at sixpence, while ihe threepsnny stamp
|was & common authority for Lhe carrisge
of the posicard "

These philatelists of 10 years ago were
corininly right In their surmise that the
cards would rise In value, although the
exlra slamps used had nothing 1o do with
| the Llncrease. The cards are now velued
'al £12 each, 80 thatl they répresent somc
hundreds per cent. profit on the originul
AL various timea forgers hove
| produced clever Imitations which sre {ois-
ted on the inexperienced collector al n'
very reduced fAgure, All cards Oown by
Guilllaux were cancelled in Melbourne
with a specinl oval postmark tn violet in-
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with a special ovel postmark tn violet in-
scribed “Australian Aerial Mall — NMel-
bourne—L1&-Jal-1014-Vie, ™

Chulllsux left Melbourne st 812 am_ on
July 14, 1914, and passed over Wandong

i34 milea) st 8.35 am. He reached Wan-
garntta (1484 miles), where he |lnnded,
at 11.40 am., departing st 13.30 pm. for

Albury (1004 milesi. He landed there at
‘1350 pm. and loft 456 pilnutes later Tor
WagEs (280 miea), passing over (Cul-
calrn at 2156 pom. He arrived st ‘Wagea
aft 250 pm , and after a halt of 40 minutes
departed for Harden (3532 mikesy, NrTive
| ing there sl 4.6 pm. Here he stayed Lhe
night.

Leaving early in the morning. lic was
obliged to return owing to adverse weather
conditions, bul the naxl day made &
fresh stari, and arrived st Bydney on
Baturdey, July 18, 1914, at 2.50 pm, In
the midst of & rainstorm., which, how-
ever, did not prevent & successful landing
at Moore Park. Hls actusl fiylng time for
the BA3 ml.u between the two np&uh

of Gaillnug's lh.ll' stationead \HT.h.
rol ¥ the svin-
maent l.‘lm. half of the m-p- were

. apd that the fivy time |
|-.mm¢=mr fiving

improved,
| M. Quillsux returnsd Lo France ah
l.l'llmnru and Etlnd.md the French
Ind Ln & ernsh at ifilll-
mmlhrm !I 1917, just three years
pnd one day he had first arrived in
Australin,




