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Says Mr. A. Sculthorpe
SHADOW SHAPE
MAGIC

By GORDON WILLIAMS

Do you remember when the werdly
animaled carfoon of a man heing
stung by a glgantie mosguics
ushered in a new era in enfee.
tainment? Or when the mon-
sirous  “moving  picture”  af
gnother unfortunate serionu:iv eu.
gorging a mouse bégan a revoly-
tion tha! cverthrew almos! roery
throne in the theafre?

Yesterday, io a qulet room withic o ng
uf the sea ul Elwood, Mr. A Boulinorpe
former Mayor of 8t Kilda, and pr.opristg
of Boulthorpe's Plotures, a8 the 3.4
Hall. n master taflor, who et ho worg-
rocn to become & ploneer “projectione: -
pews camere-man, flm direetor and eop.
nican, recalled these tremendous eveni
and the sensallons that sttended them

-E?Hnmrl--rrrndL Frithers, to bs poengag
on Mr and M AEL. dresokr @7 Ko tRe
rich Aunft Jemima whom bhey ate sxpesr ng
to vimt Ahem  Atter e has Mad mans laugh
at Thelr expénse, Lhey discotver bow et
He escaprs, and, later they misiske ‘he peg
Aunt Jemima for Preday disguyises Tre

e ber, wnd she dininherins Themr o fa -
Freddy ™

ANNOUNCEMENT - A ©
& Mlsstonacy of Covie £ To mBYale (k-
mosl pEFTECY Teailta TRE BB pnig ik
Dicker =& BILYPF SPTeen  realining the bigl
waler mark of mek's nientive mgeRuly &
bern tnatalled Pl cres *hal Jicg wood breal
kbd HavE & YPTT EITrinus SEing
Mr. Beulthorpe rend lingeringly from

two littie sermps of papes that  hgous

tn a brie! but crowded 36 vemes, wegquir
the dignity of rellcs. He luughed shinrt)
“The first," he said, bis voiee & ficke
Ing echo of & flrkering past “way pub
licity malerinl supplied 1w the Co-dpesy
tive Flim Exchangr on the releass of o
uproarious comedy, His Muaider, 40pt
The second is an advertisemen: from T

vl 6 PiEl e

Argus’® You will ste by how mury o
differ from similar material 0 o
‘super-colosial’ and ‘megnificently wooe-
Iating"' dayz. . | But have the films 1) om.

se¢lves changed”

“Bastcally, there 1 much wnmis =
Bometimea 1 think that oaly the foim o
different, Bee this st of contemporary
titles— High Treason’ “Wrongly Acfiaed
A Little Mother Wants a Mamma  [e00
Lie to Your Husband —qualnt. tneop
ticated things, aren’t they? Yol thee
fabric was not very uniiks the fabry o th
‘super-supers’ of to-day Often thelr plor
structures were destiped to lhve o gn-
endingly. although i different guls-

He unwognd mn old spool, wnd peos
dozens of feri of cellulold pils- In
little heap nt his feet

"'The Hen That Lald the Lizider
Egge " heesald, sofliy  “"What o Jurore ot
cpeated ! CGrown-ups, wod ebildroe e
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cpeated ! Orown-ups, wod ebildroc o
ganped At its pantomimed story a0 thos
Httle sequenses i colour—earhi 0L pho-
fure dome 5o laborlously by hand - was e
marvel of the generation, Mans w . zecal
it plemsantly, N

£l ® 4 - .
Mr Seuylthorpe began abiosing [0t
in 1888, having been inspieed by o pierar
enferfalnment In a lttle shap o Ol
Atresl, Where now stands the Block Lroade
AL the time e Wias DoRorary laniers |-
turer for the Victorlan Alltance. turoao
he had mechanism, made by tepie
Bond, of Bouth Yarra. placed i1 reant f
his lantern,

“Beater muchines,” Mr Bond oa e
markably clever man, called ther wmin
Mr. Beulthorpe., “"Thers wers 10, rlins
Iln the picture wofld |in those date s
sell, Alex. Gunn, Johnson, and ooslbsan
Mr Johnson practised me s cheet at
Bt Kilda nnd became lnteresiod i
tures because his firm made ox i
When we showmen needed oo ol
ders for lighting our lanterns o nrpt e

him. ...
- - - - ®
At first Mr. Beoulthorpe b - o
mixed BOft, “spool™ &8 the |remerides
climax of Band of Hope sy Sonds

Behool laptern shows

“Undoubledly the slar turg noe 'Toe
Huve Fire Brigadre' Hum  the  rivind
shouted, and even soreamed o fhe Sonees
charged on them out of 'he pictuses!
Another [evourits that will be reralld
by maby was—remember If vl the pre-
George Formby era!l—'Fun o & Chines
Laundry,’ and & cerlain uE—giu--H winner
WRS n Eeguence deplcting 0 reElel of »
Cninese mission by Pritieh =800
doubt U Hodlywood's miosf sk oo aph
T T

coubd evoke more enthuslissr
mare Amazed romment
A pioneer of the Alme= i Vootona A

Brulthorpe was alsa m ploneer :n Tas
mania.

“I believe I presepted. for the Safts
Teemanian Ceiedonian Soclel e iy
picture show  Reen Ip Launresta i
recalls. ““Fhe admditan e changs die 1 -

1his 1o see n ppool tat wisabd oreoy e
]JuL through 1[5 minutes!  HoweofT %f
wndled the nlm fapefally Lo oplu b aul
s long s we colld. Then anolizer 1wl

charged beefors the  seconed  Sgos. Wa
shown,  Altogether. we g ondy ol
spoals, Ghd some of The patrone o OPRc
to kit Ehe entire four—each al 10 5
—REghin and again

"We reaclied nonew hlgh i esthiosiesR
The nlght before the firss predsentalid
every smvalleble bed in Bauceest ono v
bocked, |, " .

“Ome of my Totndest foockeciotn & the
‘shoating” of the plrlure A Meiboume

Mystery ' " My Srullhompe wald o Jsd
Chivin and his wile were jynnng e prin:
ripils, and the pleture, althosel f #w
n Lt "starved” begatse of Lhe piomiters
lack of Mnence, romparcd faviourut s Wik
the lmportetisns of the time  We Werr
flming & soene in, 1 belleve the TTaVE-
lers’ Arms Hotel, i Swanston srreer The
sTIpl called Tor B BLTURWle [elween 4
father of o family and & Triend ul: -‘::
e to drag the crring pLren

from ft,;l;ntl.r The landiady of the hous
—the Httle matter of obtaining hee per-
musion had been overiooked —wie gk
Indlgnaut. but ihe cllmay cams <hen o
policeman racved across and wanied 19
nrrest the actor-brawlers. The camers Wi
kept golng—-nnd history wis made she
the realistic effores of o member of I'Ih-.
Victorian police wers caplured celli-
loid. T believe the E:or fellmw, Wwhen ri'l_l“
film wes reieased, d 1o snhmit o &R
pamereifi]l ‘ribbing’ from s males H

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article12131699



film wes relensed, had io suobmee 0 &0
unmerciful ribbdng” from Lis maiee
the foree

e shiot & weddlig seene I th doorsas
of 1he Church of Christ, Bwagsior =Lree
and I remember with pleasure nnd gride
tude how e mink=ier oot opes s lened
s with adviee but posed with 1he wed-
ding group, 1t was a good. plture, bl
the exnlbltors gave us bide cjcoussge:
ment "

T remember fow . when T sepbaed 10
plctures ficst people would tell we 6t
s fool T was o peglect my oroinac
business of tafloripg to tnker ®Ith tlie
new-fangled entertainmenl,  One ol MW
elients  complained thst my  soerksop
in Quesn strest resembled more plark-
smiths thao & lailors — et e 1EE 1
was masking developing plar wnd b
departed in a huff and with nis prdes
ungiven, How 1 wish now [ had givefl
Lhe talioring away, hock, dock, ard bar-
rel. and given all my time o Lhe
‘Mickers,” "

- - - -

Mr. Sculthorpe retired from miotion phe-
ture ghow busipess In 1B1E--his sans and
hiz employees had enlisted. as Mayod af
Bl Kilda he was an indefatigable worlrT
for patriotic organisations—Bbut he mili-
tained his active, whole-hearted imyereat
in photographic work,

oI think my most notable 'Budgrel e
ture was that of a tragle Grand Naid
—two jockeys were killed, and 1 filmed
every phase of the necldent.” he recalit.
“The exhiblting thealres made potd
money from the Alm, but T got 1o e
than ordinary payment."

And his keenest picture memory? M-
Beultharpe hesitates to declare it

“Perhaps,” he says, “it s ol w1
‘stale” electricity lo sdapt electric lght-
ing to my piciures. Long belore ‘W1ﬂ

entirely different things. tool and
other Ingenous devices [ succerded.
hate to recall what the electrictan
to me when he discoversd how mi
stood. He ftold me and my pzeincant.
Hert Hindley, that we might have haowT
aut the whole works Howeeer, Ta hare
an ides I was the first to use electfic
lighting for such & purposes in Victoris
And now, says Mr, Beulthorpe with §
aigh, as he rol into its case the magc
of “The MHen That Laid the Groldef
4 there are but twa of the ruﬂﬂ'
— himaelf and Mr MI Joho-
with the vanished

pon. The others are one
m«m:lumdmcmrlﬂﬂ'-



