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VEMORANTUY FOR :  

Director.-General, 
Department'of Civil Aviation, 
5224.'536 Lt. Collins Street, 
MELBOURNE, C.1 .. Vic.  

FORCED LANDING OF HEAUFIGHTER ON HERVANNSBURG E,L.G.  

On Wednesday, 27th; in$t., it became necessary to•set 
up Emergent y Procedure at 12.45 C.S.T. for Beaufighter A.8/7 ($a.11.  
Sign VMZNVC), enroute Alice Springs from Laverton flying direct. 

2'. 	According to the Laverton departure' message, E,T.E. was 
240 minutes giving an E.T.A. Alice Springs 10•05 C,S.T. AB 240 
minutes to cover 1186 miles was obviously incorrect an additional 
75 minutes was allowed 44 E.T.A. then being 11,20 C.S.T. 

3 	 From 11.09 C,S.T. VMZNVC called VZAS, apparently for a 
bearing on 333 Kcs& but owing to the extreme weakness of his 
signals anything but good contact was established. As it was 
therefore unable for VZAS to furnish a bearing, an attempt was • 
made for VIM= to use his Homing Loop•on this station's 325 Kcs., 
to which a reply was not heard. At 11.39 C,S•T•, the aircraft 
was advised that an aircraft was seen flying in a northerly 
direction over Henbury Station, which is 110 tiles S.W. of Alice 
Springs — VKZ.NYC reply being too weak to read. Further attempts.  
to contact the aircraft were unsuccessful, from approximately 13.09 

no further calls were heard from him, From then on until 
the aircraft was located by search aircraft, a close watch was 
kept an 6540/3270/33 Kcs. and repeatedly called. 

4. Since no further calls were heard by both this station 
and OodnAdatta and as the machine was olierdue by this time, an 
Aeradia Notice to Airmen was sent at 12.45 C,S.T. requesting the 
setting up of Emergency Procedure. Laverton being advised by 
an POVDP :teleprinter message. 

5. To obtain any useful information possible, the Pedal 
Radio Base Station was requested to enquire from the various pedal 
stations, if they had seen or heard anything of an aircraft passing 
over or landing. 

• 

Henry, had been informed of VMZNVC being overdue and probably lost, 
in view Of the Henbury Station information. He took immediate 
steps to arrange that two Beauforts, at Alice Springs, prepare to 
search the area South*est and•West of here. Action was prompt and 
[march areas prepared. At 14.58 C,S.T. both these aircraft were 
airborne. 

to,IM •• • 

6. 	In the meantime,the R,A.A.F. Commanding Officer, F/Lt. 

*o.,.,14,. mane, 

' + . . /  
|

\ b { ,  /
, \ J  -**: '

f,-z-c/./: 22.9
OF AUSTRAL IA .

DEPARTMENT OF C IV IL  AV IAT ION '

llP lh'fu coMM.NWEALTH
wJ4 (h'- u*"rtv * .*):

TELEPH.NE, n,4ftr '*-*
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO

THE OPERATOR.IN.CHARGE AND QUOTE

*"lXI/-44... ...

t * '
I

)
t
i  . .

i  - ' '

I

A E R A D I O  S T A T I O N '

G O V E R N M E N T  A E R O D R O M E T

29t}cr Septerberl 1944.

MruORAI'IX'UM FOR 3

Dire otor*6eneral I
Department'of Clvll Aviationt
,22*536 r.t. Coltlris str6etg
ff i I8&tIRNEr- G.t, .. Vie.

On rEedneedayr z?t'}"i fr lt.t l t beeane neeessatJr^tg'{et'- -
rm &ergency procedur6 at 12.4, CrS.T. for Sear.flghter Eb/7 (tall '
Sie13 fnfafVg)r €tlrorlte |'I.loe $prings from Saverton ' flying direct.

'  

ro..-

Z:. tcaord!*g to the travertoa deparbure'me.ssagel E1T.E: Yas
CiO ntnutes glrfng-?+ E.I.A. tl lce Sprllgs-l0rOt G.rS.f . la 240
ulnutee ts edrrer lfge ml1es ua,s obvl.ously Lnedrrect sa eddltlonaL
7f rf11"tes was allowed r E.T.A. theu belng 11r20 CrS;1, ;

1r tr4rom 11 .09 CrS.T; VUAIVC called VZASr appafertly-for a
ieartrre og-jjt Ecs.'bui oulug to-tbe extreme wealciess of blg
;fg*3;i ar\y[[fug but $uod eontact was eetahffished. 18 l-t uas
theref,ore ,-"tiE iJt ft.gs to furnteb a beeringn aa-attenp!^gas '

xnade tor vlrarrrg-to-use nrg Eonlng troop'on tJrii statlonls 32, Kcs.r
to rhich a r.fiy-sas not beard. 

-f,t 
1t:39-Q.$^.f .r the,aLrcraft

sig advlged tfui ea aircraft rae see3 ffylTg 1+_" no_rurerly-- ^
dl.rectioo *"i-g";b"ty statl,onr sht.h ls- 110 al3es S.F' of lllce
gprlngs - VUA.iTdEtii.tefG t6o seaJ< to readr Further attemp!!'^^
to qontact tbe al.rcraft 

"erE 
ungucqessful, from approxlmately.!J'09

d.s.il nc f,.rther ca]-lg were heard fron hirnr Ftou tlren on untll
tie tfr""aft was-focaied 6y aearch alrora,ftr-? close we'tch wae
rirpt c"- 6f+A/y?O/333 tres.- and repeatedly cal,Ied.

4. Slnce no further ealle Bere Bgar{ by-boll.thls statioa
dd Oodntdatta ana as t&e maehine was o:ierdue by tbts ttlee r Ela
l"""aio fottce to tfrrnen sas sent at t2 .4, C.g.Tr r€i$l€ettn-g the
;;iiilg 

"p 
of rergency Proc6dqrer tsrerton belng advl'sed by

1* *OIIDr $elePrinter mess&ge '

,. To obtain eny gseful inforuation poselblet the PedaL

B&dlo Saee statioa uas requested to erqul're frora the rartgus pedal'

statis1sr lf {ngi-f3a seef or heard anytntng of aa elrcraft passing

over or Lsrdiug.

5. In tbe neantlmertb.e 3.[.i,-.tr'. Cwandtug df lc€r1- Vftf '

Eenry, bart beea lafo:med or-v$imrg-belng orierdue-and probably,rost'

ln vl,ew oc tae re"ttt"y statr;tlnroruetlon. Ee took lnnediate

steps to arrange that-tuo rt".rrortsr at lLlee springsr prepare to

searcb tbe area $o'utbftest ana;Egst of here' Actiott v{as pronpt and

pfreh aieas prepared. It T;.5S-d'Slt. toib tbese alrcraft wele

Bsx 3.1 r....Q.'P-.: Q.: r
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(CONVD). 	 a. 

that the aircraft was too high 4pr. identification. Prom 
Eridunda Station, an aircraft to 	description given/ circled 
the station buildingS at a low height, then proceeded out to 
aerodrome, circled low and then proceeded east and finally north. 
Another report from a pedal station west of Edwards Creek was 
that an aircraft was heard, not seen, passing over - this could 
have been any aircraft as quite a number of aircraft were north 
and south bound on that date. 

8. 	 'Shortly after taking off Beaufort, WABG, 
reported at 15.23 C.S.T. that the missing aircrafr;Iocated on 
the Hermannsburg Emergency Landing Ground and appeared to have 
landed safely but did not consider that he, VEZABG, could safely 
land as the around appeared to be a little'too rough, After 
circling the ground, VMZABG returned at 16.09 C.S.T-. The other 
aircraft, vrazaE, was recalled and landed at 1602 C.S.T. 
Etergency Procedure was cancelled at 15.25 C.S.T. 

9* 	 The Base Pedal Station was informed to advise 
the Pedal Stations that the aircraft had been located safely -
this in order to obviate the passibility of Station people 
setting out to investigate signs of smoke, possible owing to the 
hot weather and bush fires likely, and which coad have been 
suspected as being caused by a crashed aircraft. 

10. 	 The foregoing is fowarded for information to 
indicate steps taken in the matter. Altogether it was a fine' 
example of co-operation and promptness by all those concerned. 

(P. Richardson), 
5211EL EJELL 
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that tbe alrcraft was too hlghfggu.ldentlf icationr tr6om
Srldunda Statlont an afrcra.f9;tb 

-tlfe 
d,escription glven, clrcled

tbe statloa bulldlngJ at a ldu height' then proceeded 'out 
to

aerodrome, eiroled los aad, then proeeeded east and flnal,ly north,
Another report fron a ped,al station west of Edsarde Creek was
th.at an alrcraft was beard, not seenr passtng over - this cou1d
h.ave been any aLrcraft as qulte a number of aircraft were north
and eoutb bound oa that d,ate.

8. 
'S,hort1y after taJcing off Seaufortr .VIiIZABC'

reported at 1r.23 CrS.f . that t l.e uissing alr.craftf located on
tb.e Eemannsbnrg &ergeucy trandlng Grou:sd and appeared to have
Iand,ed safel,y but d.td.not consid.er that b.er VIIZABGT could safely
lard as the ground appeared. to be a ltttlg'too roughr After
clrcIl.ng the ground, IruZABG returned et 16.09 qoS.T. the other
elrcraflr vIrzEcK, was recal1ed and laaddd at 1602 C.s-T.
&nergeney Proc'edure wae cancel led at  7rr2,  CrS.t . '

9. lEhe Sase Pedal Station ras lnfolted to advise
the Pedal Stations t!"at tb,e alrcraft had. beea Located. aefely -
tJris l.a order to obvlate the passlblllty of $tatlon people
settiag"out to inrestigate sf,$rs of snokei posslble owilg to tbe
hot reCther aad bush fl'res rlkelyl rrd rbieJr eotl'd bave beea
suspected as being caused by a sraehed alrEraft.

1.0. Ibe foregolng Le fofuard'ed' for iufor'loation to
fndi,catE steps ta&en t:r-the-Eatter. A.Itogether it was a flae'
exanpLe of co-operatloa and. prorptness by aT1 thOse concelned.

{ il,t/^-t/"a7'
(P, Rlcbardson)r


