
FIRST AUSTRALIAN BEAUFIGHTER 
READY FOR TEST FLIGHT TODAY 

ON THE PRODUCTION LINE at Beaufort Aircraft Production in Victoria, No. 1. 
Beaufighter, all Australian made, had its final- inspection by experts before being 
taken out to make its first test flight today. — 

Ag-

ON THE PROD-UCTION LINE at Beaufort Aircraft Production in Victoria. No. 1
Beaufightel, all i{ustlatian made. h-ad its final"inspection by experts before being
taken out to make its trrst test Sight to_day.
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FIRST AUSTRALIAN-BUILT BEAUFIGHTER 

The first Australian-built Beaufighter taking off for a .test 
flight when it was handed over to the R.A.A.F. in Melbourne 
yesterday. It, was completed a little more than a year afCer 
manufacturing details were received in Australia. from Great 
Britain and incorporates modifications for operatidnal 

requirements in the South-west Pacific. 

FIRST AUSTRALIAN-WILT 
BEAUFIGHTER 

MELBOURNE, Wednesday.—The first Aus-
tralian-huile Beaufighter was handed over to the 
R.A.A.F. to-day, 14 months after the first technical 
data arrived from England and six months after pro-
duction began. 
Other Beaufighters are on the 

supply lines, and henceforth 
there Will be intinuoUs , produc-
tion. 

The • 	pla• 	•re• ; '.es many 
char.v.s 	 :.oral needs ib 
the Ps 	 onger range, more 
deadly 	:Jo; 	̂nd, provision for 
effect i 	 I has greater 
fire-power tha4. 	siriilac type of 
sircrAtl, ben* produced 1 any Allied 
country. 

To mark the occasion an acrobatic 
display •  was given' over tshermen's 
Bend by the Australian-1mill. Beau-

; fighter, an'•English-made Beattfighter, 
and several Beaufort torpedo-bombers. 

On his arrival at the works of the 
Beaufort Division of the. Aircraft Pro-
duction Department, the Chief of the: 
Mr Staff, Air Viee-fvfarshal G. •Jone.s, • 
was met by the director the •divi- 
sion, Mr. John Storey. 	• 

Addressing a. large crowd of em-
ployees. Air Vice-Marshal Jones said 
that the R.A.A.P.' would man all the 
Wanes the division 'could produce. The 
Beaufort bomber had proved of great 
value and the locally=built Beartfighter 
would be of great value also in'fArth-: 
coming operations against the Jap-
anese. 

The Air Board's policy, he said. WAS 
to support locally-made aircraft to the 
very limit. 

• (Pleture—page X.) 
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i i ranutact,uring detai ls were leceived in Austral la from Great
Britain and 

- 
incorpofa.lres fibclifications . for operatidnal
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Wednesday.-=The, ' firsl ''r'Aus.
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duction began. +
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NOW  MADE HERE 
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Leads In Firepower 
Announcing extension of Australia's aircraft produc-

tion programme to manufacture heavy bombers, the 
Prime Minister (Mr Curtin) also revealed last night for 
the first time that Beaufighters, the world's biggest and 
probably most heavily armed fighter planes, are now 
being built in Australia. 
r ' 

A Beaufighter in flight. 

!

Australian technicians are 
already preparing for produc-
tion of the heavy bombers, 
which will go on the assembly 
lines as soon as possible. 

Because of the big advances in 
aircraft production here, it was 
stated today, production time for 
the new bomber would be relative-
ly much shorter than for a Beau-

,fOrt bomber, completion of the 
1 500th of which was announced last 
week. 

With adequate plant erected, in-
creasing numbers of technicians 

'trained and machines and tools ,  
available, it has been possible to 
reduce progressively the produc-
tion period for successive new 
types of planes. 

With 10 guns, the standard 
Beaufighter has total firepower 
of 815 lb. a minute, which places 
it top of the revealed armament 
of all the world's fighters. 
This colossal firepower makes it 

the greatest of all ground-strafers. 
Up north, where the Japanese 

villages and installations have 
been shot to pieces time and again 
by its shell and machine-guns, 
the Beaufighter is known to the 
enemy as the "Whispering Death" 
—an allusion to the remarkable 
quietness of the machine and the 
silence . of its approach at high 
speed. 

The Japanese know of its great 
firepower, which exceeds even 

Quickly In 
Because the Beaufort bomber 

was selected as the basis, the 
manufacturers were able to avoid 
a tremendous amount of tooling 
and jigging, and got the new 
fighter into production in mini-
mum time. 

For an aircraft designed prim-
arily as a destroyer of bombers. 
the essentials are reasonable speed. 
and, more important still, long 
cruising range and very heavy fire 
power, including large calibre 
weapons. 

The Beauflghter has these attri- 

that of the Mosquito, Spitfire, 
Hurricane, Whirlwind, Thunder-
bolt, Mustang and Wildcat fight-
ers, and they have also learnt of 
its extraordinary "staying power" 
and range, its strong armor and 
its considerable speed.  

It is a weighty and lethal wea-
pon. As big as a medium bomber' 
—its basis was the Beaufort 
bomber—it is scarcely recognised -
by the layman as a fighter. 

Beaufighters were the aircraft 
which helped to provide Britain's 
answer to the Luftwaffe's blitz 
on England. 
The imperative need was for a 

night-fighter which would "sit 
upstairs" at a considerable height 
and cruise around for hours if 
necessary, to give battle to night 
raiders if, and when, they came 
over. 

The normal fighter, with its 
cruising range of only about 700 
miles, was not suitable, and the 
Bristol Aeroplane Company was 
given the task of evolving a fighter 
to provide the answer. 

And the answer came somewhat 
in the shape of the Beaufort 
bomber. Indeed, the Beaufighter , 

;is similar in size to the Beaufort, 
, although it has a shorter nose. Its 
; undercarriage is identical, the 
tail and rear end of the fuselage 
are similar, and the wings are 
identical, except for the provision 

'of guns. 

Production 
butes, and probably still is the 
most heavily armed fighter in the 
world today.  

Further, it is built on such large 
proportions that it can carry an 
enormous amount of ammunition 
by fighter standards. Most fighters 
today can carry enough ammuni-
tion for only 30 seconds' continu-
ous fire. The German FW 190, for 
instance, has a maximum fire-
power duration of only eight 
seconds. 

The Beaufighter exceeds these, 
and fires at the rate of 153.6 
strikes a second. 

The speed of the twin-engined, 
twin-seated Beaufighter is more 
than handy. Its full straight and 
level speed cannot be precisely 
stated, but it has at least 330 
miles an hour, putting it on fair 
terms with the Japanese Zero. 

The Minister for Aircraft Pro-
duction (Senator Cameron) today 
described the Commonwealth's 
-..ircraft construction achievements 
as a "monument to the adaptability 
and ingenuity of Australian tech- 

FnlP3I rrov'rze Ut*

ffiNAAEIGHTE:R. IS
.,NOW IVIADE HER.E

t .
I Australian technicians
t - t - ^ - l -  - - ^ - ^ - : - -  + ^ -  - -

;niiai"l"*i;i;j"i#,','"*.','frlJ3il'A:'13f; ?11Tfi i'"l"'f sl'"#Bt;tttre;;*"#;i'b#;;i,:lii"b. i"i'"1i"E: p9T: 3s big as a medium bom-ber'
r ' nrrah -h^F+^, +x-- +^i ;-E;;.;_ -lts basis was the Beaufort

are !!at . of the Mosquito, Spitfire,
,t"-lHurricane, Whirlwind, T?runder-
Ji" lbolt, Mustang and Wildcat flght-lltriiiii pieparing f or produc- | Htrricane' ̂  -whirlwin-d.,- - Thundir-

iAs+.-6r-.itr-e-tri?vi!g_ly_l:,i331:'#J',?39f, l*T,:T.fr'".i?%
iwhich will go on the-.assembly I irJ' e;il;o;i-i'nary ..stayins power',.lines as soon as poss.i!19._- ._iana ii-riie,-lts itrong" aimdr anct

.Becquse of. ure big. ad_vances_-l1l,ti-c6ni1i?iriure-l:pe-e'a.-"---- --'-

!,Ttl3t"Bl3o",:;tl?,T,.rl:f'r,l,l"'l|il rt i. 
" *"Jer,ty and rerhar wea_

lltriiiii pieparing for produc-lHurricene, whirlwind.,, T?tu4dqr- |
iBon--5t-.in-e-;iii?vi-lgty_i11331:'#J'ff; 39,ll$.T;T.fr'".X?%ii rli:h^ yilt^ F_" gl :l:.li:.-brv l it,' "i'tio?iri,1,;;' 

;"6vt" i pliwei;

ly much shorter than for a Beau- ihe Beaufort

lypes or planes. laird cruise around for hours 
- 

if

ioti- 
-6ffi 

i,".. "'"o ti-t pi" ti ii-t li-iiu *,T*t;:,t* * se'a r c e lv, reco gnise d
liffiih;"t'ffii;n"iiii"iiiii1,i"""6o r'iiii bv the ravman as a nlhbr.'week' 

^-^^l^r i- I **l'f5l1gr-*-.i:,t}^"3Be&ufighters were the aircralt
tich helned to nroviile Britaln'sWlth adequate plant erected, in- | which helped to proviite Britaln's

Creashrg numbers of techniciansl answer to the Luftwafie's blitz'tralned- 
and machines and tools i on England.

rvellable, it has been-posstble to] The imperative need was for a
reduce pro.gressively the produc- rnigirtnehiei- whlch vrould .,sit
uon penod ror successrve newiupstairsn at a considerable heighl

_ Wlqh- l0 guns, the standard jnecessary. to give baftle to night
B-eruflghter hls total_ firepower jraiders if, anii when, they came,
ol t!5 lb. a minute, which places iover. I
It top of the revealed armiment I The normal flshter. with its
of ell the world's ffghlers. icruising range oi only about ?00i or ell the worldls ffghlers. icrllising range of only about ?00

I T'bis colossal firepower makes it.miles, was nbt suitabie. and lhe
the_greates.t of all ground-5tr1gfe1s. Brisbol Aeroplalte Company was

,.Up north.. whele _the Japanese,given the task of evolvind a flghter
ivl l lages and inslal lat ions havel io provide the answer.

._yp rrqrLi r .  wrrere rne Japaneselgiven [ne LasK oI  evolv lng a ng,nter
rv l l lages and insla l lat ions havel io provide the answer.
ibeen shot,.to pieces time and again I eha tne answer came somewhat
I p.y Us shel.l and machine-glns, 'in 

the shape of the Beaufort r
i[ne Eeaufighter rs known to the bomber. Indeed. the Beaufiehterl
I  g n e m v  a s  t h e  " \ r y h i s n c r i h o  t ' l a o f h " ,  i c  c i m l t q r  i h  c i ' o  + ^  i h o  p a o ' i f n r f  i
ithe Beaufighter is known to thi bomber. Indeed. the Beaufiehterl
i enemy as the "Whispering Death',;is similar in sizd to the Beaufort, r
l-aD alluslon to the remarkable;althoush it has a shorier nos€. Its
lq.ytetness of the machine and theiunderc-arriase is identical. the
lsllglge.of its approach at bigh [ail and rear end of the fuselagei
lsl]€ed. _ rare similar, and the winss aiei
_'rne Japane:se xnow of its greatiidenilcal, except for the provisionl
[repower, whlch exceeds evenrof guns. I

mum time.
I'or an aircraft designed prim-

arily as a destroyer df borirbers.

Qrricklv ln Produ,ctiorr
Because the Beaufort bomberl butes,- and probably stiu ts theDcuEuse Lne seauror[ Domgerl butes,, and probably still ts thewas selected as the basis, thelmost 

'heavily'arftd'fighG..r 
h iii;

manufacturers werc ahlp tn qvoid I wnrld f nrtow-menufacturers were able,to avoidlworld todai
a tremendous amount of tooling Filther,ii is built on such larce;
and j igging. and sot the new,orooort ior is t trct i i  Ji-"". ' i . - i .and jigging,
ngnter tntofightdr lnt-o produclion in mini-

got the new proportions that it can carry an
enormous amount of ammunition,
bv fiehter standerds Mnsf f lqhfpn!

weapons. . . I The Beaunghter exceeds these,lThe Beauflghter has these attri-1'and flres aii 
-ttie -;;tri 

of 
-i53.dl

lstrlkes a second. i
I The speed of the twin-ensined.l
itwin-seated Beaufighter is 

-more 
i

i than handy. Its full strelEht end i
itwln-seated Beaunghter is more i
i than handy. I ts ful l  straleht endi'level 

-speed cannot be p=reclselyi

today can carry enouEh ammuni-
tion for only 30 seconds' continu-the-essentials are reasonabl,q snegd,l9us. nrC. tpe cerman Fw-isb;and.. more important still. 

'lo-ngjin!1dii,#,-iias 
a maximum f,re_crulslng range ancl very heavy flrelpower duration of onlv eicht9ly_i$ng range.rind very heavy firElriowei- riuiiiirn or d,irji- eigrrtpower, including large callbrelieconds.

cruising range and very

g.anpo[ ue - p'iiitJeii t
stated, but it has at le'nst g3-0
miles an hour, putting it on fair
telms with the Japanise Zero.

The Minister foi Aircraft pro-The Minister for Aircraft pro-
duction (Senator Cameron) to.tevCameron) today
clescribed the Commonrireiitirvi;
eircraft construction achievements
a.s a "monument to the adaptability
and .ingenultl' of Arrstralidn tech--
r a i a i ^  h ^  t t

by.fighter standards. Most flghteru

Iy 30 seconds' continu-
re German FW 190. for

A Beauffghter in Oight.


