
Four Airmen__ 
Dead; Darwin 

Plane Crash 
I 	From Our Special Correspondent. 

MELBOURNE. Saturday. 
1 -Four airmen were killed when an 
.1.A.A.F. plane crashed into the sea 

Darwin yesterday. a 
ThZY were : . 	

..  

Flying-Officer Paul Wallace, 
Keely, 25, single, of Melbourne; 

flying-Officer Murray Charles 
Davies, 29, single, of Melbourne; 

Sergt. Maxwell Alexander Hip-
kins, 21, single, of Perth; 

Leading-Aircraftman 	James 
Currie. 21, single, of Perth. 
The aircraft failed to come out of 
dive and hit a target, causing the 

fort engine to drop out. It crashed 
into the sea about 250 yards beyond 
the target. and was completely 
wrecked. 

svo(rwo►ey) 17. g.4 1  

FOUR KILLED IN 
R.A.A.F. CRASH I 
	• 	 

I DARWIN; SundaY.—The four 
occupants of an R.A.A.F.. plane 
were killed instantly yesterday 
when their machine crashed into 
the sea eight miles from Darwin. 

They were Flying Officer Paul Wal-
lace Keay. 27, single. of Melbourne; 
Flying Officer M. C. John Davies, of 
Melbourne: Sergeant. Maxwell Alex 
Hipkins, 22. single, of Hawthorn, Vic-
toria; and Leading Aircraftman James 
Currie, 23, single, of Perth, Western 
Australia. 

The plane failed to pull out of a 
dive until only a few feet above a tar-
get. The left wing struck the target. 

I 
 

causing the machine to crash into the 
sea about 100 yards from the shore in 
water only a few -feet deep. 

A number of- Air Force men swam 
I but to the plane and dragged Keay, 
I Hipkins.. and Currie from the wreck-
; age. They were dead. The body of 
Flying Officer Davies has not yet been 
recovered. - 
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Four Die In 
Air Crash 
At Darwin 

MELBOURNE. Saturday. —
Two officer8 and two airmen 
were killed when an R.A.A.F. 
plane crashed at Darwin yes-
terday. 

THE ma*chin; which was engaged in 
 air t6 ground gunnery practice. 

dived out of control into the sea. 
Those killed were: 
Flying Officer Paul Wallace Keely 

(23), single, of Melbourne. 
Flying Officer Murray 'Charles 

Davies (29), single, of Melbourne. 
Sergeant Maxwell Alexander Hip-

Itins (20), single, of Melbourne. 
Leading Aircraftsman James Cur-

rie (21), single of Perth. 
The aircraft failed to come out of 

a dive and hit a target, causing the 
port engine to drop out. 

Complete Wreck 
It crashed into the sea about. 250 

yards beyond the target, and was 
completely wrecked. 

Flying Officer Keely enlisted as 
an air cadet in January, 1940, trainer: 
at Essendon and Laverton, and re-
ceived his commission on May 4. 
that year. 

After spending some time on es-
cort duty, he was posted to Darwin. 
Flying Officer Davies enlisted as an 

air cadet On the same day as Flying 
Officer Keely. 

Was Passenger 
He trained at Essendon and Point 

Cook, and also received his commis-
sion on May 4, 1940. 

Sergeant Hipkins joined the Air 
Force in June, 1940. 

He was trained at a New South 
Wales school and was subsequently 
transferred to Darwin. 

Leading Aircraftsinfin Currie was 
a passenger in the aircraft. 

He enlisted in the R.A.A.F. in Feb-
ruary, 1940. 
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,Four airm€n were killed shen aa
l3.A.F. plane crashed into the sea

* Darwin lesierdaY. .-roTtr6v 
weie : 

'

r Flrins-Ofticer PeuI Walla'ce'
; Keeiy, 25, single, of Melbourne;
t Flvinc-Officer llurr&Y Cherles

Dcvies,-29, single, of Melbourne;
Serct. l\laxwetl Alexan<Ier IIiP-

klns, 2t, singlc, of Perth;
I Leaclins-Aireraftmsn tramer
i Currie. 2l-, single, of Perth.

i The aircrali fafleo to eome out ot

fu dive anri hit a targei, causlng the
'oFort 

engine ic drop oui. It erasbed
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into the sea abou! 250 Yards beYond
the _ targei. and xiaa completely
q'recKeG.
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r otTR KILLED IN I
R.A.AF. CRASH i
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DARWIN, Suncial'.-The four '
occupants  o f  an  R.A,A.F . .  P iane I
were kiiled irxiariil-v )'esterday I
when their rnachine clashed into I

, Tbe Dlate Jailtd to Pull out ol e
dife uniii oniy 3 fe!r' Iee! abol'e a tar-

. qet. The ]eit $itr3 si.;'uck ihe tal'get.
: ieusing the nrach;]le lo crash iDto tlle
iiia atr6ut 100 t'ards fron Lhe shote ill
iretcr onl-v a ic$ feei deep.
i I nu:nber of Air Force men s$iam
i out  to the plane and_ dra3qed Keely.
i gickins. and cul rie from Lhe $'reck-
aei. Tnel' r"cre dead. The bodY of
I'lting Offcer DaYjes iras not 5et beeD
recor:cred.
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Four Die In
Air Crssh
Ar Fsrwint

nInf ,B() I IRNn. Saturdny.  -
Trvo offieers and two aitnten
rvere killed when an ll.A.A'Ir.
plane crashetl at Darwin Yes-
terday,

/|rHE ntRrl)il)q u'lriclr \yas engagcd iu
r  a i r  to groul td gt t l r l rery pract i t le .

d i ted orr [  o l  contro l  into the sea.
Those killed were:
Flyiug Offieer Paul lYallace Keel)'

(2 i l .  s incle.  of  i l le lbourne'
Flying 
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Offieer lllurraY Charles

Davies 
*t20). 

sincle, of lllelbourne.
Sergennt ntaxbei l  Alexander Hip-

k ins i20),  s ingle,  of  Melbourne.
Leadini  Ai ibraf tsm:rn James Cur-

r i e  ( 21 t , - s i nF le  o f  Pe r t h .
Ihe aircrafb failed to cone out f}1

a dive and lrit a targeb, cartsing thc
polt engine to drop ottt.
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It crashed into the sea alx)ut 250
rards bet'oltd the target, sud rvat
Lomnletelv wreeked.

Fl i ' i l rs  
'Of l icor  

Keely enl ls ted as
nn ai r  iadet  in Jent tar-y,  1940, t ra i t le( .
aL Essendon and l,averton, and re-
ciived his comrnission on M&Y {'
'n*r{ilt;n"r'dins 

sotne time on es-
eort dutl', he wds posted to l)anvin'
Flv ins Of l iccr  Dnl ies etr l is ted ns r t t

n i r  in<let  on t l l l -  snlne d&y as Fly ing
Oflicer KeeiY,

Wos Pcssenger
Ile t,rained at R".sentlon and Pctint

Cook, ond also rtleeived hls comrnts-
s ior t  r ) t t  MtY 4.  1940.- -Se rcenn t '  

H ipk i ns  Jo ined  t l t e  A i r
Fcrce' ln J l lne,  1040.- -t{-e 

was traitted at a New S'olllh
Wates sclrrmt turd wns $ubs€queuily
trtrnsferred to Darrvin."  

iear l ing Aircrnf tstnnn Curr ie u ls
n r ; rssetr ier  in the ai rcraf t .* 

i-te- enlisteti in the R.A.A-F' in Felt-
r u a r y , 1 9 4 0 .  . , . -  - , _
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Flier killed week after sham death 
MELBOURNE, Saturday.--A week before he crashed to his death, Ser-

geant Maxwell Alexander Hipkins, 20, R.A.A.F., wrote to his mother from 
Darwin:— 
"Dear Mum,—We had a 

sham fight yesterday. On 
paper, my plane was shot down, 
and I am a dead 'un." 
Hipkins and three others were 

FLYING-OFFICER P. W. KEELY 

killed at Darwin yesterday, when an 
R.A.A. . bomber dived out of control 
into the sea. 

The others were:— 
Flying-Officer Paul Wallace Keely, 

25, single, of Melbourne. 
Flying - Officer Murray Charles 

Davies; 29, single, of Melbourne. 
Leading-Aircraftman James Cur-

rie, 21, single, of Perth. 

Crash During Dive 
The plane, in which the men were 

practising air-to-ground gunnery, 
failed to come out of a dive, and hit 
a target. 

The port engine dropped out, and 
the plane crashed into the sea about 
250 yards beyond the target. 

Mrs. Hipkins said today: "I re-
ceived Max's letter only two days 
ago. He was counting the days when 
he would be home again." 

Her only other son, Captain Collier 
Hipkins: A.I.F., was recently invalided 
home from Palestine. 

Sergeant Hipkins joined the Air 
Force in June, last year. 

Schoolmates 
Flying-Officer Keely and Flying-

Officer Davies were schoolmates at 
Xavier College. and enlisted together 
in January last year. 

Davies, Keely, and Pilot-Officer 
James Campbell, former Melbourne 
representative of the Daily Telegraph, 
got their wings together in May of 
last year. 

Campbell was shot down and killed 
in Libya in January last. 

Davies wrote to a friend after he 

had heard of Campbell's death;— 
"I have two scores to even up now 

that two pals of mine hare been 
killed." 

The other pal he referred to was 
Lionel GedYe, of Gardenvale. who 
was killed at Tobruk. 
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Davieg, 29, single, of Melbourne'
f,eading-Aircraftman Jamer Cur'

rie 21, sl.rgie, of Perth.

Crosh During Dive
T'lxe Piane, in Fhich the trien were

practising air-to-ground gunnelT-'

iin"a io cpme out of a dive' and hit

" Hl5ti;" ensine dropped out,.*nd
the plane crashed into the sea abouE
250 yards beyond the target.--Mis. 

EiPkins said toaa! ' :  " I  -  re-
c"i*e }{at's 1efter o!1lY tso days
r*-o.- ge sas counring tr:e dats when
hE q'ould be hcme again."- -Eier 

onlv other son, Capiain Cglliel
i{ip-iCns, i.I.f'., v"' as recentis i::t' alided
hcme from Paiest:ne.---stiseant 

Hipklrs jolned tlre Ai;
Folce i]: June, iasi:iear'

Schoolmctes
Fising-of,icer Keeil' and Flying-

Officer Davies r,'eie scl:ooimates at
Xavier College. al-ld e[:::i€C tcgeilrel
in Janue$ lasi !ea:

Dlvies, KeelY' arrd Filot-Officer
James Campbe]l, lormer Melbourge
iepresen'"arii'e of ihe Daily Telegraph.
got ti-rett n ings rogether il !i{ay of
laSt _vear.

Carnpbell was shoi dot'n and killed
in Libta in January last'

Davies wroi.c to a friend afier be
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oas oful sa^lc

auDld 'J 'v 'v 'u
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R.A.A.F. Plane  

Dives Into Sea  

DARWIN 
CRASH 
KILLS 4 

From Our Special Iteprep.votative 

MELBOURNE, Saturday. 
Two officers and two air-

men were killed when an 
R.A.A.F. aircraft crashed 
into the sea at Darwin 
yesterday. 
The machine was; engaged in air 

to ground gunnery practfce when it 
dived out of control. 

Those killed were:— 
Flying-Officer 	Paul 	Wallace 

Keely. 25, single of Melbourne: 
Flying-Officer Murray Charfes 

Davies, 29, single, of Melbourne. 
Sergt. Maxwell Alexander Hip- 

kins. 20, single, of Melbourne. 
Leading-Aircraftman James Cur-

rie. 21. single, of Perth. 
The aircraft failed to come out of 

a dive and hit a target, causing the 
port engine to drop out. It crashed 
into the sea about 250 yards beyond 
the target. and was completely 
wrecked. 

Flying-Officer Keelv enlisted as an 
air cadet in January. 1940. He train-
ed at Essendon and Laverton, and 
received his commission on May 4 last 
year. After spending some time on. 
escort duty he was posted tt Darwin 

Flying-Officer Davies enlisted as 
an air cadet on the same day as Fly-
ing,Officer Keay, and also received 
his commission on May 4 last year. 
He trained at Fssendon and Pt. Cook. 

Sergt. Hipkins joined the R.A.A.F. 
in June. 1940. He was trained at a 
New South Wales school, and subse-
quently posted to Darwin. 

Leading-Aireraftman Currie was a 
passenger in the aircraft. He enlisted 
in the R.A.A.F. in November last year. 
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Dives Into Seo
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DAR\N'IF$
CRASI"T
Kgn-Ls &
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MELBOURNE,  So tu rdoY .
Two officers ond two oir'

men were k i l led when on
R.A.A.F.  q i rcrof t  croshed
into the seo qt Dorwin
yesterdoy.
The machine wasl engqged ln air

to ground gunnery Practfbe when it
dived out of control.
'  

Those k i l led were:-
Flyins-Ofiicer Pattl Wallace

Keelr ' .  25.  shrgle of  Melbourne:
Flying-Officel Murray Charles

Davies, 29, sixsle of Melbourne'
SerEt. l\{axwell Alexander HIP-

l r ins.  20,  s ingle.  of  Melbourne.
'' LeadinE-Aireraftman James Cur-
rie. 21, single, of Perth.

The alrcraft failed to come out of
B clive nn(l hit a target. causing the
port engine to drop out. It crashed
into the sea about 250 vards beyond
the tarEet. and was completely
wrecked.

Flyitrg-Officer Keelv enlisted as an
ai t '  cadel  in Januarv,  1940. He t ra in-
ed at  Assendon and Laverton.  and
recelved hls conlmlsslon oll Mav 4 last
veaf .  Af ter  ,spendins some t ime on
escolt dutv he rvas l)o.sted t.( I)arwin

Flying-Officcr Davies enlisted as
nn  a i l  cnde t  o r r  t he  snme  dny  es  r r l y -
l l l r -g1vi"ot '  Keelv.  nrrr i  a lso Iecelved
iris corrrmission on May 4 last vear'
He trained at Esscndon anci Pt. Cook.

Seret. Hipkins loined tlre II.A.A.F'
in June. 1940, Iie was trained a.t a
Ne$: South Wales school, and subse-
ouenUv posted to Darwin.

Leadin$-Ailcraftman Currie was a
Dassenger in the aireraft. He enlisted
in the R,A.A.F, in November lsstyear.
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