
man Francis John Starr, 24, single, of 
Stanthorpe, Queensland. 

Rigger, Sergeant James Hamilton 
O'Gorman, 25, single, of Hendra, 
Brisbane. 

Second rigger, Aircraftsman George 
Leslie Savage, 24, of Cooparoo, Bris-
bane. 
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Carries Crew of Six. 
FLIGHT OVER SEA. 

BRISBANE, Monday. 
A twin-engined R.A.A.F. plane, with 

a crew of six, four of whom are from 
Queensland. is missing off the coast 
near Brisbane. 

It left Archerfield air station this afternoon 
for exercises at sea, and was due to return 
on schedule. at 5 p.m. The aircraft was last 
sighted when it circled over Amity cable 
station, heading towards Point Lookout, be-
tween 2 p.m. and 2.45 p.m. 

The crew comprised the captain, Flying-
Officer Mervyn Stephen Matthews, aged 22, 
single, of Artarmon, New South Wales; the 
second pilot, Pilot-Officer Walter Keith Bee-
ston, 26, single, of Corinda, Brisbane; first 
wireless operator, Sergeant Dudley Howard 
Downs, 23, married, of South Australia; second 
wireless operator, Aireraftman Francis John 
Starr, 24, single, of Stanthorpe, Queensland; 
rigger, Sergeant James O'Gorman, 25, single. 
of Hendra, Brisbane; second rigger, Aircraft-
man George Leslie Savage. 24. of Coorparoo, 
Brisbane. 

SEAR1.11-1 ORDERED, 
When the plane falled.to return, the station 

ordered othe aircraft to make a search. To-
morrow, at dawn, flights of other planes will 
take up the search. It is hoped that the 
missing machine has made a forced landing 
on some lonely beach. 

Shipping in the vicinity has been asked 
to keep a close look-out in case the plane 
has been forced to land on water. 

Flying-officer Matthews is regarded as a 
very fine pilot. 
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PLANE SEARCH 
ABANDONED. 

R.A.A.F. Machine. 
LOSS CONSIDERED 

CERTAIN. 
BRISBANE, Tuesday. 

It is now considered certain that the 
17.A.A.F.plane which left Archer-
field at 1.45 p.m. yesterday for a 
navigation exercise to seaward, dived 
Into the sea near Point Lookout, with 
the loss of all six members of the 
crew. 

The R.A.A.F. abandoned the search for 
the plane this afternoon. 

The plane was scheduled to cover a wide 
area at sea more than 100 miles from the 
coast. and to return to Archerfield about 
4.45 p.m. 

An intensive search .by air, land, and sea 
was carried out throughout the day. 

Air Force planes to-day found a large oil 
pt.tch in the sea 18 miles from Jumpin Pin, 
and experts are almost certain that the oil 
was from the missing aircraft. 

Whatever happened to the missing plane 
occurred between 28 and 48 minutes after it 
took off from Archerfield, as Air Force planes 
on such exercises must report by radio every 
20 minutes. The last message, which was re-
ceived 28 minutes after the take-off, gave no 
hint of trouble. 

The absence of any further message from 
the plane indicates that something happened 
suddenly leaving no time for any message 
to be sent. 

Police will continue to patrol Moreton ,Bay 
and the beaches from the border to Caloundra. 

7... the plane was able to alight on the sea. 
it L. believed that it would have floated for 
several hours. The retractable under-carriage 

MISSING PLANE'S 
CREW MAY BE 

IN RUBBER BOAT 
Grave fears are held that the twin-engined 

R.A.A.F. plane, with a crew of six, missing from 
Archerfield aerodrome, has come down in the sea 
between 60 and 100 miles off the Queensland coast. 

Hope for the crew's safety has not been given 
up, however, as- the plane carried a collapsible 
rubber boat that would accommodate all six. 

At 5.30 a.m., to-day—long before 
it was light—two twin-engined R.A. 
A.F. planes took off from Archerfield 
and headed out to sea to search for 
the plane. Tney will patrol as far 
as 100 miles off the coast, and cover 
thousands of square miles. 

'

The missing plane }Vas to have 
flown 100 miles to sea before it re- 
turned," and when the last message 
was received from it, it was prob-

I ably about 60 or 70 miles out. 
A naval vessel patrolled the area 

last night watching for flares from 
the missing plane. 

Official Report 
An official R.A.A.F. statement 

issued to-day in Sydney stated:— 
"The missing aircraft left Archer-

field at 1.45 p.m. yesterday to carry 
out a navigation exercise to seaward. 
It was to cover a wide area at sea, 
more than 100 miles from the coast, 
and return to Archerfield about 4.45 
p.m. 

"The last radio message from the 
aircraft was received 28 minutes 
after the take-off, by when it is 
estimated that the machine was over 
the sea. 

Naval Report 
"A. naval vessel stood by in the 

area throughout the night, and a 
sharp watch for flares or Very lights 
was maintained. 

"At 5.30 a.m. two twin-engined air-
craft left Archerfield to search the/-  
entire area the missing plane set 017 
to cover," it 

It is almost certain that will 
ever happened to the plane occur 
between i8 and 48 minutes after 
the take=off from Archerfield,- as ir 

No Trace Found 
Of Missing Plane! 

BRISBANE, Wednesday. — Fifty 
police, assisted by scores of civilians, 
failed to find any trace of the missing 
Air Force plane in their coastline search 
from Caloundra to Coolangatta today. 

The plane, with a crew of six, left 
Archerfield Aerodrome at 1.45 p.m. on 
Monday, and was due back at 5 p.m. 
i It was piloted by Flying-Officer Mer-
vyn Stephen Matthews, of Artarmon, 
Oydney. 

The Archerfield air station abandoned 
the search yesterday when an oil 
)atch was found, indicating that the 
ilane had dived into the sea. 
• Today's land search was continued 
in the chance of finding wreckage. 
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FLIGHT OVEN SEA.
BRISEANE, Monday.

A twin-englned R.A.A.F. plane, with
a clew of six, four of whom are from
Queensland. is rnlssing ofi the coast
near Blisbane.

It lelt Archerfield alr stat,ion tllis alfcrnoon
for exercises a[ se8. and was due [o re[uln
on schcdule-at 5 p.m. The alrcraft was last
s ishted whun i0 c l l  c lcd ovcr Amity cable
st i r t ion,  heading towatds Polnt  Lookout, ,be-
tweelr 2 p.nr. and 2.40 P.m'

The crilw comprlscd the captatlr, !'lylu8-
Omcer Merwn Stephen Mattllews, aBed 22,
single, ol Artal'moll, New Sottth Walcs; Llre
second ptlot. Pilot-Omcer walter Keith Bee-
uton,  2d,  e ingle,  of  cor inde,  Bl isb+ne; $ lst
wlrFless opet'ator, Sel'gennt Dudley llowal'd
Down6, 23. merried, of SouLh Austl'all&; second
wirelqss op€l'ator', Alrcraf tman F rancis Johtr
Stal'r, 24, slngle, of Stdnthorpe, queensland;

, rlgger, Sergeant James O'Gormau, 26, slngle,
i ol Hendra, Bilsbane; second riggef, Aifcraft-
I tDan George Leslie Savage, 24. of Cool'paroo,
i BlisbRne.

I seARw-H oRDERnD.
Wben the plane felled.to return, the statlon

orde:ed othe eil'crafi ta rn&ke a search. To-
nlol'row, at dawn, fllghts of other planes will
ldke up the search.  I t_ ls hoped - that . ihe
nrisslng tnachine has orade a forced l&ndjng
on solne lonely b€ech.

Shipplng ln the viclnlty has b€en asked
to kebp a close look-out ln case ttro plaue
has been forced to land on water.' 

Flying-ofncer Matthews ls regarded aa a
v€ry nne pilot.

Cariies Crew of Six. MISSING' PLAI{E'S
CREW MAY BE{I,'

TN RTIBBER BOAT
Grave fears are held that the twin-engined

S.{A.4 plane, with a cr.ew of sixn missing I'ro*
Alcherfield aerodrome, has come down in fhe sea
betrveen 60 and 100 miles off the eueensland coast.

tlop" for the cr:ew's safety has not been given
up, , holveveri ?s' th-e- plane carried a collaisible
rubber boat that \r.ould accommodate all six. 

- 
"-- 

-:

* _^,lrliiq,3:h"'"1#i{-"i?Tf".t?:i:13#1,fliils:dfli':l,sl?id: ,0, sing,e, or
A.F. planes took off flom Archerfieldl niss-ei.'ano rieiiciel ;;t 6".;;-'t;.Q;;r,"i";f grd'o.,1i',i'l"z!1'"i,t"*13l"lr "fftilo'i;the plane. Tney wiil patlol as farlBrisban;.
as 100 miles- ofi the co.asb, and g6verl- Second rigger, Aircraftsman G€orge
tnousa'ds of square miles. lleslie SavaEE, Z+, ot-Cooiiar6o, grfs-

1_ The nr iss ing plane 11as to have[Dane.'flown lQQ. nrlles to sea befor.e it r.e-
turned,-'ihd wlren thc tast messale /5.F.(O Atl nt
w4-s received from it, rL was DroD-

I aDly about 60 or Z0 miles out. 
-

. A ngYal vessel patl'olleo tlre area,
last nrglrt watchirrg for. flal.es fronr I
are lnsslng plane. I
: Official Report I
. An official R.A.A.I.. statement I
tssued to-day in Sydney stated:_ |
^ "The rnissing aircraft left Archer-
neld a! 1.45 .p.ln. yesterday to carl.y
opc a navigation exercise tb seawar<i.
r[ was. to cover a wide area at sea,
mor€ than 100 miles from the coasti
and return to Archerfleld about 4.abp.m.

o
ftfi
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PLANE SEARCH
ABANDONED,

* ' _ , : l ;  
) ; , ,

R.A.A.F. Machinei
LOSS CONSIDERED

CE,RTAIN.

. "The.  las!  radio nressage l rom l l re
ar-r'craIl was received 2g lrlinuLes
ar.rer the .take_off, b.y when it is

ntjiSf, 
ura[ the machirre was over

Naval Report

BRISBANE. Trresdnv.
Ib ls now corrsirlered certlain that thp

[t A,A.F plane whlch left Archer'-
0eld at 1.15 p.nt. yestel'clay for a
rravigatiou exercise io seewald, dived
tnto the sea near Point Lookout, witl l
[he loss of all slx menrbers of the
crew.

The R.A.A.F. abandoned lhe search tor
i the plane thls efternoor.)

The plane was scheduled Lo covcr a wlde
area at sea mote than 100 miles ffom the
coast. and .to return to Archerfleld about
4.45 p.m.

An lntenslve search - by all, land, e,nd sea
was corrled out throughout the day.

Alr Fbrce plnnes to-day found a targe oll
p€.tch ln the sea l8 miles from Jumpln Pln,
Rnd experts are almost  certa ln thht  the ot t
was from the misslng alrcraft.

Whatever happened to the mlsslng plane
occurred between 28 and 48 mihutes a.fter tt
took off flom Archerfleld, es Alr Force planes
on such exercises must report by radlo every
20 mlnutes. Tbe last mes-(age, *hlclr was re-
celved 28 nlll)utes afber. ilre bake-ofr. srve no
hlnt  o l  t rouble.

.l'he nbserrce ol eny furthet messege from
thC plane lucllcates l,l)et somebhtlrg hlppeued
suddenly leevlng no tlme for eny mes6age

i to be sent.
I Foltee wlll colrttnue to petrol l\4oreton.Ba_v
la,nd the lxachds fr'om tlre border to Calountlr.a.
| :: tire plane was eble to ellght on the see.
I lt li b€lleved that lt would liavc Roeied tor
lseveral  hours.  Ttre retractable under-carr lase
l r n a r r l l  h 6 r r i  d ! 6 t . t ^ I  - r , - t .  a  r ^ q J r . ^ -  t i ^ - ; " - r

-4.  naval  .vessel  stood by in theea thlou.gh_out the nigh[, and'- aarca thloughout the nigtri, anO-- a
:l^"tp*-YPtpl for flares or-Verv lighhssrlarp watch for flares or
was malntained.

"At  5.30 a.m twn f .wln-r"4t -5.qq a.m. two twin-engined air- |
111$ t"-{! Archerfleld to s6arcrr thr.
:ltilg.3'gu the missins prane-iii oi'i

No Troce Found
Of Missing Plonel

B_RISBANE, Wednesday. - Flftvpo.uce,. asstst-ed by scores of clvlllani.rlued rc nnd 6ny trace of the mlsslne
Alr Force plane In thelr coasiltneleaiifi
rrom catoundra to coolangatte today.
- The plane, with a crew of slx. left

Archerfleld Aerodrome st 1.45 nrir. on'Monday, and was due back at S-p.m.
i ft was ptloted by Flylng-Offtcer Mer-
vyn Stephen Metthews, of Artarmon,
Fiydney.
. - T'he Archerfleld alr stailon a,bendoned
the search yesterday. when an oll
)9tch .wa:s found,_ lndlcaung bhat tbe
tane- had _dlved Into th-e sea.

Tgday:s lend search was conHnued
)n the chance of flndtng wreckage.

V,t rt y zEee&tp4 1, rbiail
/t:f,.b

to cover." . .  "
It F almost certain that



Aireraftsman 
Savage 

man Francis John Starr. 24. single. of 
Stanthorpe, Queensland. 

Rigger. Sergt James Hamilton O'Gor-
man 25, single, of Hendra. Brisbane. 
• Second riggerA, Aircraftsman George 

.4. 

"I have no official know- 1 
ledge on, the*subject," declared 
the-- Minister for Air - (Mr. 
McEwen) when asked yester-
day concerning reports that 
members of the crew of an 
R.A.A.F. machine, lost off the 
Queensland coast last. August 
are in a German internment 
camp. 

Relatives were reported to have re-
ceived letters' from members -of the 
crew. 

'Each time over a period of months' 
that I have heard of rumors that' 
men reputed to be off this plane 
were aboard a German raider I have 
had the fullest inquiry made to try 
to trace the source of the rumors 
but never have I been able to do so. 

"I think it is the duty of any 1  
person who claims to have re- 1 
ceived such a letter to communi- ' 
cate with the Government so 
that investigation may be made 
through the international Red 
Cross" 	• 
Mrs. S. Matthews, of Artarmon 

mother of Flying-Officer M. S. 
Matthews, who was in charge of the 
plane, said last night that rumors 
had been-persistent. 

'I have said nothing about them 
beeause I realised that witen the 
Air Board knew something definite 
they would let me know," she adde 

"I agree with the Minister for 
that definite information w 
relief from terrible suspen 

Fate Of Lost 
Plane's Crew' 

In the Artarmon Presbyterian Church 
yesterday, Squadron-Leader Moran un-. 
veiled a tablet in memory of Flying-
Officer M. S. Matthews, who lost his life 
when an R.A.A.F. plane crashed off the 
Queensland roast last nt.h. 

A memorial service as conducted by 
the Rev. J, B. Thorn, assisted by the 
Rev. V. Clark-Duff. 

FLYING-OFFICER Mervyn 
Stephen Matthews, of Artar- 
mon, Sydney, captain of the 
R.A.A.F. plane which is miss- 
ing with a crew of six off the 

coast, near Brisbane. 

Air Search 
Ceases 

BRISBANE, Tuesday. 
The search for the miss-

ing R.A.A.F. plane which 
left Archerfield Aero-
drome at 1.45 p.m. yes-
terday was abandoned 
by the R.A.A.F. late this 
afternoon. 
Air Force officers are con-

vinced that the plane dived into 
the sea near Point Lookout be-
tween 2.30 p.m and 3 p.m on 
Monday 

Air Force planes today saw a large 
oil patch in the sea 18 miles from 
Jumpin Pin. Experts are almost cer-
tain the oil was from the missing air-
craft 

The plane's crew of six comprised:— 
Captain Flying-Officer Mervyn Ste-

phen Matthews. 22 single of Artarmon, 
Sydney. 

Second pilot. Pilot-Officer Walter 
Keith Beeston 26. single of Corinda, 
Brisbane. 

First wireless operator, Sergt. Dudley 
Howard Downs. 23. married. of South 
Australia. 

Second wireless operator Aircrafts- 

MEMORIAL TO FLY INU 
OFFICER. 
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FLYING-OFFICER MervYn
Stephen Matthews. of Artar'
moi, Sydney, captain of the
R.A.A.F. plane which is miss-
ing with a crew of six off the

: coast. near Brisbane.

Air $esrela
Cegses

BRISBANE, Tuesdcry;
The seqrch for the miss-

ing R.A.A;F. plcrne which
lefl Archerlield Aero-
drome crt 1.45 p.m. yes-
terdcry wcs crbandoned
by the R.A.A.F. lote this
clternoon. .
Alr Force offlcers are con-

vlnced that the plane dived into
bhe sea near Point Lookout be-

Alr Foree p.lanes roday saw a largel
LDatch ln the sea 1g miles fromi

Bricbane.
First wlreless operator, Sergl. Dudley

Howard Downs. 23. marrled. of South
Australla.

Second wlrelels operator. Aircrafts-

urt t  Sgia l lg4l  r  vr l l  L uvv[vu u vE- t

tween 2.30 p.m and 3 p.m on I
Monday. r,. I
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MEMORIAL TO
OFFICER.

FLYINU

In the Artarmon Presb)'terlan Church
ye.sterday, Squadron-l,eader lVloran ttn-
veiled a tablet in memory ol Flying-
Ofncer M. S. Matthews. who lost his life
u'hen an R.A.A.I'. Dlane cl'a.shed ofi the
Qucensland coasL last .  fnth.

A nremoria l  serv icc \ tas conductcd bt '
tl.le Rev. J. B. Thorn. assisied bv the
Rev. V- Clark-Dufl.

?-b

Fste Of Lost
Plone's Crewl

f

"I have -no official knqw-i
ledge on.the subjeet," declalgdj
the,' Minister for Air '(Mr.i
McEwen) when asked yester-l
day concerning reports that
members of the crew of an
R.A.A.F. machine, lost oft the
Queensland coast last August
are in a . German internment
camp.

.Relatlves were reported to have re-
ceived letters- from megrbers/Of tbe
crew.''Each tirne over a perlod of month-.
that I have heard of rumors that
men reputed to be ofi this 'plane
were Aboard a German ralder I have
haii tbe fullest inquiry made to try
to trace the source'of the rumors
but never bave I been able to do so.

. "I thtnk it ls the duty of any'
person who claims to have re-.
celved such a letter to cornmunl-'
cate sith tbe Government so
that investigatior may be ma.de
thrugh the lnteruational ,s,ed j
Qross.t' : ' ' -. :..':

relief from 'terrible

oll patch tn th€ sea l8 miles from;
Jumpin PiIL Exp€rk are almost cer-l
tain the oll was from che mlssing elr-l
craft I' 

The plan€'s crew ot slx comprlsed:- |
_ s1pslTt-nl'.ltg;o_fi1:,"I l{.ilyt_ J!1- ICaptain, Flylng-Ofilcer Mervyn Ste-

ren Mat.thcws. 22. slnele. of Artarmon-
saAry fu,'(rnvcrl, . q. 0 /pnln-uiTi.tre#;- 52 

-st"g6 
oi ertarmon. I

Sydney. I
Second pllot. Pllot-Ofilc€r Walteri

Keith Beeston 26. single of Corinda.l

TF-t"f (,,k fi F t i4 - *c -"/lr*

Sergt. O'Gorman Alrcraftsman

man Francts John Starr. 24. slngle. of
SianthorDe. Queensland.

Rlscer. gerat James Hamllton o'Gor-
man"15. slng-le, of Hendra, Brlsbane.
; sgpoad r_tq_eel. AlIclgI ls-T9Jl^G goj,cj

'Mrs. S. Mattbews, of Artarmon
mother of Flying-Ofiicer M.. S.
Matthews. who was in charge of theMatthe\ps. wbo sas in charge of trhe
plane, said last night tJrat runibrs
had. been.persistent. , i.:.

1:I have said nothjng about..thb8
beeause I realised that gen tfie
Air Board knes somethinf definit€
thev would let me know," she addeQ,
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