
-416 - 

10 DIE IN BURNT PLANE 
THREE MINISTERS 

LOSE LIVES 
Army Chief Also  a Victim 
TRAGEDY SHOCKS NATION 
CANBERRA, Tuesday.—Three senior Federal Ministers 

flying to Canberra to attend a Cabinet meeting, 
General Sir Brudenell White, and six other persons 
were killed this morning in one of the most tragic 
plane crashes in Australia's history. 

On the point of landing an R.A.A.F. bomber in which 
they were travelling crashed about two miles from 
the Canberra aerodrome and burst into flames, in-
cinerating all on board. 

Arriving over the aerodrome at scattered over a wide area, but an 
about 10.30 a.m., after a two-hour examination of the ground on this 
flight from Melbourne, the plane occasion revealed no wreckage ex-
circled preparatory to landing, but cept where the fire occurred. 

cided to make another circuit. The 

watchers believe that the pilot, 
thinking that he was too high, de-  into an almost unrecognisable heap 

of metal. 

The two engines had been melted 

plane disappeared beyond the tree- Among the early arrivals were 
lined ridge of the aerodrome, and Mr. Spender (Treasurer), Sir Fred-
shortly afterwards a loud explosion erick Stewart (Minister for Supply), 
and a cloud of smoke gave the first and Mr. Thorby (Postmaster-
indication of the tragedy. General), who had been awaiting 

As the result of urgent calls made the arrival of their colleagues when 
to Air Force officers, fire brigades news of the tragedy was received. 
and ambulances, and policy emer-  The plane was pointing "down 
gency squads were rushed to the wind" when the fire broke out, and 
scene. Air Force tenders and police the westerly wind swept the flames 
cars were driven rapidly across pad-  forward from the plane, leaving 
- docks, but by the time they arrived the tailplane and twin rudders 
the machine was blazing fiercely. scorched but unburnt. 

Occupants of the plane could be The victims had been so seriously 
seen sitting huddled in their seats. burned that it was impossible to 

The machine was standing in an identify them until the remains 
almost normal position. were removed to the Canberra 

As soon as the flames were mortuary, where various personal quelled ambulance men and emer-  belongings gave the police neces-gency squads dragged the victims sary clues to identity. - 
from the wreckage, and an armed 

\.C) 

	 Important files of official and 
Air Force guard was thrown around secret documents relating to the war the scene. 

effort and the international situa- 
ssi 

	

	When Group-Captain Murpny tion were on the plane. They were  and Squadron-Leader Winnecke 

CSO 

	
completely destroyed. made a preliminary inspection they 

were impressed by the fact that 
within the charred wreckage was 

s%), a smouldering tree stump. This 
has given rise to the theory that the 
plane might have landed on the 
stump, and that it was this that 
caused he explosion. ■.•-‘ 	

Officials think that the explana- 
tion of the crash may be that, with 
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Flight-Lieutenant 
	

Pilot-Officer R. 
H. E. HITCHCOCK 
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AIR CRASH 
VICTIMS 

Victims of the tragic air 
crash near Canberra were :- 

PASSENGERS 
LIEUT.-GENERAL SIR CYRIL 

BRUDENELL WHITE, Chief 
of the General Staff, aged 
63, Melbourne, married, four 
children. 

BRIGADIER GEOFFREY 
AUSTIN STREET, Army 
Minister, aged 46, grazier, 
Lismore (V.), married, two 
children. 

MR. JAMES VALENTINE 
FAIRBAIRN, Air Minister, 
aged 43, grazier, Mount 
Elephant (V.), married, two 
children. 

SIR HENRY GULLETT, Vice-
President of Executive Coun-
cil, aged 62, Toorak, mar-
ried, two children. 

LIEUT.-COLONEL FRANCIS 
THORNTHWAITE, Army 
Liaison Officer, General Staff, 
aged 50, grazier, Derrinal-
lum (V.)., married. 

MR. RICHARD E. ELFORD, 
private secretary to Mr. Fair. 
bairn, aged 30, Melbourne, 
married, two children. 

AIR CREW 
FLIGHT-LIEUT. R. E. HITCH-

COCK, R.A.A.F., aged 28, 
Agg street, Newport (V.), 
mar/401;1(Am zliad. 

PILOT-OFFICER R. F. WIESE-
NER, R.A.A.F., aged 29, 
Ethel st., Burwood (Sydney), 
married, two children. 

CORPORAL J. F. PALMER, 
R.A.A.F., aged 29, Gardiner 
parade, Glen Iris (V.), mar- 

the plane  lasing height,, the engines 
of the machine cut out and that 
the pilot endeavoured to make . a 
forced landing after it had gone 
into a short spin. 

The fact that the machine was 
landed without serious damage 
before fire broke out suggests that 
the pilot was manoeuvring to pan-
cake the plane. 

Officials who examined the 
wreckage are certain that it was 

Plans for a Sta.ta_funeral will be 
discussed at a conference of mili-
tary heads at Army Headquarters, 
Victoria Barracks, at 9.30 a.m. to-
day. The train carrying the re-
mains of the victims will arrive at 
Spencer st. to-morrow morning. 

There will be a State procession, 
with full military and civil honours, 
from Spencer st. to St. Paul's 
Cathedral, where a service will be 
held at 2 p.m. It is expected that 

STATE FUNERAL 
PLANNED 

St. Paul's Service 
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CANBERRA AIR 
CRASH. 

INQUIRY ENDS. 

Statement by Minister 
Next Week. 

CANBERRA, Thursday. 
A statement on the cause of the 

Canberra air crash on August 13, in 
which three Federal Ministers, the 
Chief of the General Staff, and six 
others were killed. will probably be 
made next week by the, Minister for 
Air, Mr. Fadden. 
The statement will be based on a 

private report by Mr. Justice Lowe, who 
concluded an open inquiry into the 
accident to-day. 

Mr. Charles Dean, who appeared to assist 
Mr, Justice Lowe, in summing up at the in-
quiry to-day, said that the Court was in the 
position or having either to adopt the most 
probable theory of a stalling machine, or de-
ciding that it was unable to say what was the 
cause of the accident. 

Evidence, he said, had dispelled doubts 
which may have formed in the public mind 
about the possibility of sabotage, overloading. 
anyone but a competent and experienced pilot 
having flown the plane, or suggestions that 
the plane was not airworthy. 

Three views had been given by experts for 
the cause of the crash. They were an error 
of judgment by the pilot, the failure of an 
engine on landing, and that one of the wing 
flaps was down while the other was up, caus-
ing strain. Experts during the secret session 
of the inquiry, however, had said that there 
were a number of probable causes. 

Reviewing the evidence before the Court, 
Mr. Dean said that messages received from 
the plane en route had suggested that no 
difficulty was experienced by the pilot. The 
aeroplane, as far as the evidence showed, 
was in perfect condition. It had been flown 
to Canberra the week before by a pilot-officer 
who had nine persons aboard. Although 
the plane had 10 people aboard when it 
crashed. it was not overloaded. 

"It is necessary to establish what hap-
pened to the aeroplane in flight immediately 
before it crashed, and there the greatest diffi-
culty arises. The Court has heard the testi-
mony of the witnesses, who gave completely 
varying accounts. probably because of vary-
ing degrees of observation and their position 
in relation to the plane. One of the problems 
for the Court is to determine which one of 
the accounts should be accepted. 

"It is extremely. improbable that the plane 
made a complete roll. 

THREE VIEWS GIVEN. 
Mr. Justice Lowe said that three views 

had been given by experts of the most 
>robable causes They were an error of 
judgment by the pilot. the failure of an 
engine, and that one of the landing flaps 
nay have been down and the other up. 
>ringing about abnormal pressure which 
rested a position of emergency which re-
ulted In the crash 
Mr Dean said that there was no evidence 

thich would justify the Court in believing 
hat any suggested cause was the cause of 
he accident He suggested that such sug-
;estions as sabotage, unairworthiness, over-

loading. or that some other person was pilot-
in^ the plane, could be omitted. 

It was unthinkable that a skilled pilot 
would vacate his seat for anybody else and 
it was human improbability that a man 
would take upon himself the piloting of the 
plane when so many lives were involved. 

The court was adjourned to a date to be 
fixed / I 

Hogivave7iket 
27-e. 4o 

SOME DOUBTS 
DISPELLED 

Air Crash Cause 
CANBERRA, Thursday.—After the 

hearing of evidence had been com-
pleted to-day in the public inquiry 
into the cause of the Canberra air 
tragedy, Mr. Arthur Dean, who is 
2;1,sisting the Court, told Mr. Jus-
tice Lowe that the Court had either 
to accept the most probable theory 
of a stalling, or come to the conclu-
sion that it was unable to say 
what caused the Lockheed Hudson 
bomber to crash. 

Mr. Dean was permitted to read ex-
tracts from "opinion evidence" of expert 
witnesses who had been examined in Mel-
bourne in camera. He disclosed that an 
Air Force officer had admitted that stall-
ing was not an improbable cause of the 
disaster. 

Mr. Justice Lowe said that three 
theories had been-  advanced by experts:— 
i) A :,ossible error of judgment by the 

piict; !2) possible engine failure, and 
(3) . possibility that one of the landing 
flaps was down and the other up, pro-
ducing abnormal flight conditions. 

In spite cf conflicting accounts by eye 
:witnesses, Mr. Dean said in his address,1  
the inquiry had dispelled doubts which' 
might have arisen in the public mind 
about the possibility of sabotage or over-
loading, of anybody but a competent and 
experienced pilot having had charge of 
the plane, or suggestions that the machine 
wes not airworthy. 

Mr. Justice Lowe said that the Court 
would consider its report. He, therefore, 
formally adjourned the inquiry to a date 
to be fixed 

Ho understood, he said, that two other 
aircra.,, of the same type had recently 
met with misfortune—one at Richmond 
.,N.S.W.) and the other off the Queens-
land coast. He would like to have before 
him the evidence of the Service Courts 
in both cases. There might be some 
connecting :ink with the circumstances 
of the prest_T.t inquiry. 

Flying-Officer G. Pape (for the Air 
Board) said he thought it would be pos-
sible for him to obtain these reports. 

WERE BOTH FLAPS DOWN? - 
Addressing the Court, Mr. Dean Said 

that there was definite evidence that one 
wing flap was down, and further evidence 
had suggested that both were down. He 
found it difficult to accept the Unsup-
ported evidence of a witness that one 
wing was on fire while the plane was in 
the air. The witness had probably seen 
sparks or flame coming from the engine 
exhaust. 

Mr. Justice Lowe.—While I accept that 
evidence as honest, I am not prepared to 
believe it in view of other evidence. 

"I suggest," said Mr. Dean, "that we 
can omit such suggestions as sabotage, 
unairworthiness, or overloading, or that 
some other person was piloting the plane. 
It is unthinkable that a skilled pilot would 
vacate his seat for anybody else, and it 
is improbable that a man would take 
upon himself the piloting of a plan 
when so many lives were involved.' 

Mr. Justice Lowe.—The theory of an-
other pilot is pure speculation in the 
absence of any evidence from those who 
perished in the accident. 

Mr. Dean said that expert pilots had 
stated that the accident might have been 
due to any one of a number of causes. 

Mr. Justice Lowe.—I think a suggestion 
was made that one engine might have 
failed, but the evidence is so overwhelm-
ing against it that I cannot suggest it as 
a cause. 

Thirteen witnesses, including four 
R.A.A.r. men, were called to-day. No 
evidence was heard in camera. • 

Hilt-on Arthur Clothier, farmer, saia ne 
saw flames shooting over the right wing 
just before the plane struck the ground. 

None of the other witnesses, some of 
whom were recalled for the purpose, cor-
roborated this evidence. They all agreed'  
that no flames were visible until the plane 
had crashed. Several witnesses said that 
the plane had rolled over Completely with 
the nose level before diving to the ground.: 
Pthers gave different -versions. 

CAI\BERRA AIR SOME DOUBTS
CRASH. DISPELTED

II\QUTRY E|{DS. ;{ir Crash Cause
Statement bv Minister

f{ext li/eek,
CANBERRA, Thursday.

A statement on the cause of the
Canberra air crash on August 13, in
which three Fetleral Ministers, the
Chief of the General Staff, and six
others were killed. rrill probahly be
made next week by the Ministcr for
Air, Mr. Fadden.
The statement will be based on a

private report by Mr. Justice Lowe, whc
concluded a,n open ihquiry lnto the
accident to-day.

Mr. Charles D€an, who appeared to assist
Mr, Justice lowe. tn summini up a! the in-
quiry to-day, said that the Cburt wBs in the
posltlon ot having either to adopt the most
probable theory of a stalling machine, or de-
ciding that it was unable to say wbat was the
cause of the accident.

Evidenc€, he said, had dispelled doubt€
which may have formed in the pubuc mlnd
about the possibiiity of sabotage. overloading.
aJryon€ but a competent aDd experienced pilot
having flown the plane, or sugg€stlons that
the plane was not airwortby.

Three vlews had been given by experts for
the cause of the crash. T'hey were an error
of judgment by the pilot. th€ iallure of an
engrne on landing, and that oDe of the wing
flaps was down while the other,was up, caus-
ing rlraiB. Experts durlng the secret s€ssion
of ihe inquiry,-however, lia.d said that there
ve:. a number of probable causes.

R€vlewing the evidence before th€ Court,
Mr. Dean sdid that messages recelved from
the plane en rout€ had suggest€d that no
difnculty was experienced by the pilot. T?le
aefoplan€, as far as the evidence thoeed,
was ln perfect condition. It trad been flown
to Canberra the v/eek before by a pilot-ofEcer
who had nlne persons aboard. Although
the plane had l0 people eboard when lt
crashed. it was not overloaded.

"It Ls neeessary to establish what hap-
pened to the aeroplane in flight lmmedistely
before it crashed. and there :he qreatest dim-
culty arises. The Court has heard the testi-
mony o1 the witness€s, who gave completeiy
varying accounts. probably because of vary-
lng degrees of observation and their posltlon
ln relation to the plane. One of the problems
for the Court is to determlne which one of
the accounts should be acceDted.

"ft is extremely. improbable that the pl&ne
made a complete roll.

THREE VIEWS GIVEN
Mr. Justice L,owe sald that Uhre€ view6

had been given bv experts ot the most
trobable causes They were an error of
iudgment by the pilot, the fallure of an
engine. and that one of the landing flaps
may have b€en down and the other uD.
)ringins about abnormal pressure whlih
ree,ted a position of cmergency whlc!, re-
ulted ln the crash
Mr Dean said that lhere wa-c no endence

/hich would Ju-\tif y the Court in believing
nat &ny sugsested cause wa6 the cause of
he accrdent He suggesi€d that such sue-
:estions as sabotage. unairworthiness, ovet-

loadlng. or that some other person was oilot-
tn^ the plane, could be omitt€d.

CAI'itsilRRA, Thursday.-Af ter the
trearing oI evidence he-d been com-
pleted io-day in the public inquiry
rnto lhe eause of the Canberra air
ii'esecly, l,Ir. Aiihur Dean, who is
:..isisting the Court, told [{r. Jus-
iice Lc\.;e that the Court had elther
io acceot the most probable theory
of a stailing, or come to the conclu-
sion that it was unable to say
whet caused the Lockheed Hudson
llcmber to crash. I

llr. Detn was permitted to read ex-.
tracts frcm "oplnicn evidence" of experti
ryitnesses who had been examlned in Mel-l
bouf i-re in came:d. He disclosed tha,t anl
Air Pcrce cfncer had admitted that stall- |
ing was no! an improbable cause of thel
Cisa!.ter. i

l\ir. Jusiice Loile sald that threel
Lhe,.r:cs lrad been advanced by el<perts:- l
,-)  A .cs: ib..r errcr of judgment by thel
:  i l ' i :  :  r  l jcssib le engine fa i lure,  andl
,3) po-ssibiiity that one of the iatrdlDgi
flaps lvas cicwn and the other up, pro-l
duclnq abncrn"l fiight conditions. i

h sp; ' ,J  l f  ce nf i l r : t ing accounbs by eyel
r:itnes:es, l.Ir. D:an said in his address,I
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,lb.Jui the possibility of sabotage or over-
lcaiing. of anybody but a competent f.nd
-:::perienced pilot having had charge of
:he plane. or suggestions that the machlne
rvi s ilc+u alrworthy.

l,'Ir. Justice Lo\re said that the Court
lya:ulc cansrder its report. He, therefore,
:cimaliy adJourned the inquiry to a date
ac bs fi:ied

I{3 uiCersicod. he said. thet two other
aiicr;.,, of the sarne type had rec€ntly
met 'rith rnis:ortune---one at Flichmondl
rN.S.l&1.) and tiie other off the Queens-l
lanC c.rast. He would like to have before I
h:in tlle evi.lenc€ of the Service Courtsl
rn borh casas. There mlght be some I
conne.ting link wiih the c,JcumstaJxces I
of the presulli inquiry. I

Fl.ving-Otucer G. Pape (for the Alri
Board) said he thought it would be pos-l
sibi: for hinl i,c obtain these reports. I

WER,E BOTH FLAPS DOWN? I
Addresslng the Court, I{r. Dean saldl

that there was definite evidence thet olle I
wing f ap \r'as down, and further evidcnce I
had suggesied that both were down. Hel
found it difncult 66 accept the unsup-l
ported evidence of a witness that onel
wing was on flre while the plane was In I
the air. The wltness had probably soen I
sparks or flame comlng from the erglne I
exhaust. I

Mr. Justice Lowe.-While I accept that I
evidence as honest, I am not prepared to I
beli€ve it in view of other evidence. I

"I suggest," said Mr. pean, "that wel
ca,n omlt such suggestlons es ssbot4eiB,l
unairworthiness, or overloading. or tlutl
some other person was pilotlng the pl&ne.l
It is unthinkable that a skilled pilot wouldl
vacate his seat for anybody else, aJxd iti
is improbable that a man woultl takel
upon himself the piloting of e phaeJ.
when so many lives were iavolved.

Mr. Justice Lorve.-The theory of an-l
cther pilot is pure specula.tion tn thel
absence of any evldence from tbo!€ Thol
perished in the accident. I

I{r. D€an said that expert ptlots hadl
stated that the accidenb might have beenl
due to any one of a number of csuser. I

Mr. Justice l-we.-f thinl a suggestlonf
was made that one englne mtsh[ heve I
ia"iled. but the evidence is so overshelrr-l
ing against it that I cannot sugged lt asll
I CaUSe.

Thirteen witnesses, includhg four ll
R.A.A.F. men, were caUed to-ddy. Xoll
evidenee was heard in camera. ll

It_ was unthinkable ihat a skllled pllot
would vacate his seal 

'for gnybody else and
It was human improbability ihat- a min
woutd take upon himself the pitorhg ot theplane when so many ltves wele invoived.

rne oourl was acllourDed to a date lo be,
naed

stDrEr Hant'tnezhgrgt Itilt.on Arthur Ciothier, larmer, sard ne I
saw flames shooting over tJre right wingl
just before the plane struck the ground. I

None of the other witnes6es, soilne ofl
whcm were recalled for the purpose, cor-r
roborat€d this evidence. T'lrey all a6reed'
that no flames were visible until thc plane
had crashed. Eeveral E'ltnesses said tbat
;he plane had roued over completely wlth
ihe nose level belore divinF io tbe SfoUnrL
0thers gave difiereat verstons.
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STALL BLAMED 
1 FOR CRASH 

Canberra Tragedy 
' Probable causes of the Canberra 

it disaster on August 13 were 
talling of the aircraft and conse-

quent loss of control of it by the 
Pilot at a height at which it was 
Leyond his power to recover control, 
according to the report of Mr. 
Justice Lowe, Royal Commissioner, 
presented yesterday to Federal 
Cabinet. 

Ten lives were lost in the crash, the 
ictims being: Brigadier Street, Army 

7..linister; Sir Henry Gullett, Vice-Presi-
dent of Federal Executive Council; Mr. 
l'airbairn, Air Minister; General Sir Bru-
,..lenell White, Chief of the General Staff; 
Lieut.-Colonel F. Thornthwaite; and Mr.' 
R. E. Elford, and the crew of four. 

Mr. Justice Lowe reported specifically 
that the plane, a Hudson aircraft oper-
ated by the R.A.A.F., was completely air-
worthy and in the hands of a competent 
pilot; that no unauthorised person inter-
.ered with it; that it was adequately 
guarded; and that it was adequately main-
iained and inspected. 

He also reported that Flight Lieutenant 
Hitchcock, who was killed in the crasn, 
had been adequately trained and was a 
competent pilot, and added: "All the evi-
dence before me points to the conclusion 
that he alone piloted the aircraft on its 
journey from Essendon to Canberra." 

SAFETY FACTORS 
The evidence, the report stated, did not 

enable the Royal Commissioner to say 
whether any special conditions, such as 
disturbance of wind due to the con-
figuration of the hills near Canberra aero-
drome, was the cause of the stalling which 
resulted in the crash. 

A rider to the report suggested the 
necessity of impressing on pilots the stall-

, ing characteristics of this type of aircraft 
and the necessity of approaching landing 
grounds with an ample safety factor of 

;speed. 
i "This," the rider added, "is a warning 
I which seems particularly advisable where 
the landing is to be made at an aero-
drome surrounded by hills, the presence of 
which may set up air currents which may' 

I affect the equilibrium of the machine and 
raise the stalling speed," 

Another rider to the report suggested 
that, where exigencies of the service per-

Imitted, it was advisable that pilots to be 
I  converted to this type of aircraft should 
have the widest background of experi- 

I ence, and should have had experience of 
'other twin-engined machines. 

A third rider suggested the advisability ! 
i of reconsidering whether the method ox 
retracting flaps was sufficient. It pointed 
out that the hydraulic power which opera-
t ,c1 the flaps was transmitted by wire 

'cables attached by a swaged joint to the 
appropriate fitting, which was different 

;ft om the attachment in use in the R.A.F. 
The evidence suggested that it was not 
so efficient. 

The Royal Commission reported that 
the passengers and crew were killed out-
right in the crash or in the explosion 
and fire which immediately succeeded it. 

Referring to the delay in the start from 
Essendon aerodrome, when the machine 
turned into the wind for four or fl..e 
minutes before taking off, the report said 
the delay was described as unusual. bu, 
no explanation of it was given. There 
was evidence that the port engine seeme:' 
to take several minutes before it was 
started. No one was seen to enter or 
leave the plane during the delay, and it 
eventually made a perfect take-off. 

The machine, according to the report. 
had been flown for 2 hours 35 minutes 
when it was handed over to the R.A.A.F.. 
and its total service flying before setting 
cut on the flight to Canberra way sevpr 
hours. On a previous flight to Canberra 
and back it had behaved normally, and 
no .difficulties of any kind were experi-
enced. 

PILOT'S EXPERIENCE 
Flight-Lieutenant Hitchcock, the pilot 

had a total flying time of 1,211 hours 25 
minutes, of which 107 hours were in 
Lockheed types of aircraft. He was de-
scribed by his commanding officer as a ; 
"steady type of officer and a capable 
pilot," and by the officer who converted 
him to Hudson aircraft as being "thorough 
and slightly above average." 

Although the aircraft had dual con-
trol. and Pilot-Officer R. F. Wiesner was 
carried as second pilot, Mr. Justice Lowe 
reported that Flight-Lieutenant Hitch-
cock alone was capable of navigating the 
aircraft at all stages of the flight. Pilot 
Officer Wiesner, he said, was present 
merely for instructional purposes. 

Mr. Justice Lowe rejected a sugges-
tion that the Hudson plane was on fire 
before crashing, and reported that it was 
itnprcbable that the machine rolled on t -
its back before diving to the ground. He 
also thought it unlikely that the crass• 
"ccurred through failure of an engine or 
from some structural defect, or the col-

pse of the pilot. 
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Cartberra Tragedy
Probable causes of tbe Canberra

air disaster on August 13 were
sfalling of the aircraft and conse-
quent loss of control of it by the
pilot at a height at whlch it was
Leyond his power to recover control,
according to the report of Mr.
Justice Lowe, Royal Commissioner,
presented yesterday to Federal
Cabinet.

Ten lives were lost tr the crash, the
iictims belng: Brlgadler Sireet, Army
:'Iinister; St Henry Gullett, Vice-Presi-
rient of Federal Executive Council; Mr.
lairbairn, Air Minist€r; General Sir Bru-
{lenell White, Chief of the ceneral Stafi;
Lieut.-Colonel F, T'hornthwaite; a.n6 Mr.
.r:,. E. Efford, and the erew of four.

Mr. Justice Lowe reported specifically'!hat the plane, a Hudson aircraft oper-
ated by the R.A.A.F., was completely air-
worthy and in the hands of a competent
r.;ilot; that no unauthoris€d Derson inter-
.ered with it: that it wai adequately
guarded; and that lt was edequately main-
lained and inspected.

He also reported that Flight Lieutenant
Hitchcock, who was kttled ln the crash.
had been adequBtely trained and was a
competent pilot, and added: ,,AU the evl-
dence before me points to the conclusion
that he alone piloted the aircraft on lts
jourDey from Essendon to Canberra,"

PITOT'S EXPERIENCE

--4pUl-lteqlqsnt fiitchcock, the pilot.
had a total {ying time of 1,211 houis 2b
9r4rlt€s,^ of whic,b l0Z hours were in
.Locqneed types ol ahcraft. He was de_
scribed by his commanding officer as a
"g_tepqy tlpg of ofrcer and a cdpabte
oilot," and by ttrc omcer who conv-erted
bim to lludson ahraft as being ..thorough
aJld sughtLy abovc average." 

-

AlthouSh the alrcraft had dual con-
trol, and Pllot-O4[cer B. F. Wiesner wa,s
calrled as Becond puot, Mr. Justice Lowe
rcported thst FttSht-Lleutenant Hitch-
clck 8lon€ was capable of navigating. the
Etrcrsft at eI atages ot the flight. Pilot.
. Ofroer Wleser, 

- 
he said, was present

,bg$ly _for -ln$ucttonal purposes.
i.. Mr,- Justlce lo\pe reje-cted a sugges-
Itton that the lludson dlane was ori-fire
lbefore crashlDg, and reiorted that it wa^"
llbFrcbable that the machine rolled on r.
IttS b&pk b.--lotr dtvtns to the gxound. He
lalso thouqbt lt unlikely thaf, the crash
l^ecurred throush fallure of an engine or
lrrom some struetural defect. or the col-
lgpse of the pi]ot.

I
I
I
I

t .

Be4re;ar to.p-Qo

SAFETY FACTORS
T14 sv-td6sss, the report stBt€d, dld not

e?able the Royal Oomnlsstoner to say
Ylr9tII9r EDy speclsl condlilonE, zuch asqlsturbaDce of wtnd due to the con-
flgtuatlon of tbe billr near Canbena aero-
drom€, _wa6 th-e ceus8 of urc stslUng wfuch
resulted ln the crash.

A rider to the.report swBested thei
:neoesstty ol lnlpresstng on puotE the 6taU- |
. rng cherecterlsucs ol thts type of alrcraft I
.and th_e necesrity of approaChtng landhgl
iqgl?ds wrrh aD Enple ufety f8ctof of Ilspe€o. i
i "This," the rlder edded, ..ts r warnlnci
i $,-hich seems partlculerly odvheble wherE j
Ithe laDding !s to be made at an aero- ij clrorne surrouDded by hltt8, tbe prernce of ir wnrcn may 8et uD alr curtents which mev ji which may set up atr ourrents whicb mav i
i affect the equlllbrlum of the mac.hiDe ani I
ralse the staulng 6peed.', I

r . . ADother rlder to the rcport swgested;
irnar, where eilg"ncle8 of the seMce per-
imitt€d, lt was advistble tbat pUots to be i
i converted to this tlDe of alrci?ft shoujd I
lhave the wldest backSircund ol experl_ I
lence, and should have had experlentle of,
lorher twm-engined machlnes. l
I A third rtder sugBEsled the advhabititv;
ioi reconslderi:lg whether the method oi ,
:retracting flaps was s".tricieDt. It pointedi
I out Chet the hydraullc power whlcli opera_ irlro, ctl€ traps was treDsmltted bv wirel
c:,bles attached by a swesed Jolnt-to thr i

il:rpropriAte Ettinc. whtch wx rtifferpnr. l
.c:,bles attached by s swaged Jofurt-to thtt
ir:rprop-riate fitting, wbtch was diferenr,!
tr..om Dn€ attachment ln use ln the R,.A.F,. I
JJ.ne eudeFce sugg€st€d that, it was notl
lso emcleDt, I
L The Royal Commisslon rcported that I
tlre passengers and cre* were kiled out-
rlght lJr the crash or .Ir the exploslon
Bng lre which immedletely succeeded tt.
_ R€ferrlrxg to lhe deLry fur the start from
!6sendon a€rodrome, when the bachine
lumed lnto the wlnd for lour or fl..e
ptnu!€! before t8king ofi, the r€pcrt satd
the deley was described as unusual. bu.
no explanatlon of it was given. There
was evidence that the port engine seemer
to take sev€ral minutes before it was
started. No one was seen to enter or

jleave the plane during the delay, and itj
ieventually made a perfect takC-0fi. II T'he machine. accordir:s to the ieport. I
.had been flown for 2 hours 35 miriutesi
wh€n it was handed over to the R,.A.A.F.. i
and its total service flyins before settins I
cut on the flight to Cbnb--sa v,'4" 5evei i
hours. On a nreviorx flisht to Canberraihours. On a brevious flisht to Canberrai
and b*ck lt had behaveil normatlv. and t
no-diftculties of any kind were exneri- 
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CANBERRA AIR 
DISASTER 

• 	 

CAUSED BY STALL. 

Mr. Justice Lo've's 
Findings. 

MELBOURNE, Wednesday. 
The probable cause of the Canberra 

air disaster on August 13 was the 
stalling of the aircraft and conse-
quent loss of control by the pilot at a 
height at which it was beyond his 
power to recover control, according 
to the report of the Royal Commis-
sioner, Mr. Justice Lowe, which was 
presented to-day to the Federal 
Cahinet. 
He found that Flight-Lieutenant 

Hitchcock, who was in charge of the 
plane, was an adequately trained and 
competent pilot, and that the R.AA.F. 
Lockheed Hudson was completely air-
worthy. 

Mr. Justice Lowe said it was advisable that 
pilots to be placed in charge of this type of 
aircraft should have the widest background of 
experience, including that of other twin-
engined machines. 

Ten persons, including tt-1;) Cabinet Minis-
ters and the Chief of the General Staff, were 
killed In the crash. 

STALLING CHARACTERISTICS. 
‘Qi 

••4 

	

/ 	M. Justice.  Lowe reported that no 

4:1 	unauthorised person interfered with the plane; 
...... that it was adequately guarded,. and that it  

was adequately maintained and inspected. 
C.1 "All the evidence before me," he said, "points 

to the conclusion that Flight-Lieutenant 
Hitchcock alone piloted the aircraft on its 
Journey from Essendon to Canberra." 

The evidence, the report stated, did not 
aZ enable the Royal Commissioner to say whether 

any special conditions, such as disturbance of 
‘r) wind due to the configuration of the hills near 

Canberra, was the cause of the stalling which 
resulted in the crash. 

A rider to the report suggested the necessity 
for impressing on pilots the stalling char-
acteristics of this type of aircraft and the 
necessity for approaching landing grounos with 
an ample safety factor of speed. 

"This," the rider added, "is a warning which 
seems particularly advisable where the landing 
is to be made at an aerodrome surrounded 
by hills, the presence of which may set up 
air currents which may affect the equilibrium 
of the machine and raise the stalling speed." 

RETRACTING FLAPS. 
Another rider- suggested the advisability of 

considering whether the method of retracting 
-flaps was sufficient. It pointed out that the 
hydraulic power which operated the flaps 
was transmitted by wire cables, attached by 
a swaged Joint to the appropriate fitting, 
which was different from the attachment in 
use In the R.A.A.F. The evidence suggested 
that It was not so efficient. 

The Royal Commissioner reported that the 
passengek; and crew were killed outright in 
the crash or in the explosion and fire which 
immediately succeeded it. 

Referring to the delay in the start from 
Essendon aerodrome, the report said the delay 
was described as unusual, but no explanation 
of it was given. The machine had been 
flown for two hours 35 minutes when it was 
handed over to the R.A.A.F., and its total 
service flying before setting out on the flight 
to Canberra was seven hours. Oa a previous 
flight to Canberra and back it had behaved 
normally, and no difficulties of any kjnd were 
experienced. 

PILOT ABOVE AVERAGE. 
Flight-Lieutenant Hitchcock had a total 

flying time of 1,211 hours 25 minutes, of 
which 107 hours were in Lockheed types of 
aircraft., 

Hitchcock was described by his command-
ing officer as "a steady type of officer and a 
capable pilot," and by the officer who con-
verted him to Hudson aircraft as being, 
thorough and slightly above average. 

Although the aircraft had dual control and 
Pilot-Officer R. F. Wiesener was carried as 
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CAITBERRA AIR
DISASTER

CAUSBD BY S'[ALL.

lWr'. Justice Lowees
I : r .  t .
I r l l( l lngs.

t*r.uoilE, wednesday.
The probable cause of the Canbena

alr disaster on August l3 was the
stalling of the alrcraft and conse-
quent loss oi control by the pi lot at a
height at which i t  was beyond his
power to l 'ccover control,  according
to the report of l.be Royal Conrrnis-
sioner, Mr, Justice Lowe, which was
presented to-day to the Federal
Capinei.
He found that Fllght-Lieutenant

Hitchcock, who was in charge of the
plane, was an adequately trained and
competent pilot, and that the R.A-q.F'.
Lockheed Hudson was completely air-
worthy.

Mr. Justlce Lowe sald it was advlsable that
pllots to be placed ln charge ol this type of
aircraft should lrave the wldesl background of
expelience, includlng that of other twin-
englned machines.

l'en pelsons, lncludlng tl--.ji Cabinet Minls-
telt a"lrd l,he Chief oI lhe <tarieral Stafi, were
hil led la ihe crasl"l.

STALLING CHARACTERISTICS.
Mt'. Jlmtice Lowe leporLed that llo

unauthorised pelson lnter.feled wlth lhe plane;
that ib lvas adequately guarded,. and tlrat lt
weE adequately nraintained and iDspected.

"AlI the evidence befole nre," he said, .'points

lo the conclusion that Flight-Lieutenant
Hitchcock alone piloted Ure ai.r'claft on lts
Joul'ney fronr Essendon to Canberra."

The evidence, the repor! stated, did not
enable the Royal Commissioner to say whetltel.
auy special conditions, such as disturbaDce of
wind due to the connguration df the hills near
Canb€rre, was the cause of the stalline wbich
resulted in the crash.

A lider to fhe report suggested the necessity
for lmpres$ing on pllots the stalling char-
acterlstics oI this type of aircraft and the
necessity for apploaching land.ing gfounts with
an ample safety factor of speed.

"This," the rider edded, "is a walnlng whlch
seems partlcularly advisable whele the landlng
is to be made at an aerodLorne sulroundeii
by hills, the plesence of which may set up
air. currents which nray affec! the equllibrium
of the mechine and ralse the stalling sp€ed."

N,ETRACTING FLAPS,

416-?7

Another rldel suggested the advisablllty of
considering wh€ther the method ol reilacting
flaps was sufncient- It pointed out that tlte
hydraullc power whlch opelated the flaps
was transmitted by wire cables, attached by
e swaged Joint to the appropriate fitting,
which was difierent from the attachment in
use irr th€ R.A.A.F. The evldense suggested

I lhat lt was not so eflcient
The Royal Commissloner lepol'ted that tlte

passenge\; and crew were killed outright ln
the crash or in the explosion and ire whlch
lminedlately succeeded lt.

Referl'ing to the delay ln the 6t8rt ftom
Essendon aerodJome, the repol't said the delay
was described as unusual, but no explanation
of it was glveu. The machlne had b€en
f,own for two hours 35 rninutes wheD it was
handed over lo the R'.A.A-F., and its total
service flying before setting out on the flight
to canberra was seven hours. on a previous
flight to Canberra a.nd back it had b€haved

PILOT ABOVE AVERAGE.
Fllght-Lieut€uant Hitchcock had a total

flying time of 1,211 hours 25 mlnutes, ol
whtch 10? hours were ln Irckheed types of
ai rc laf t - .

Httchcbck was described by hls command-

tborough aud sligl-ttly above average.
Although the alrcraft had dual control and

Pllot-Omcer R. F. Wlesetrer was carried as

ing omcer as "a steady type of omcer aDd a
caDable pilot," attd by the olficer who con-
verted lrint to Hudson ail'craft as being


