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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 
• 

TELEPHONE 

  

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION, 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE OPERATOR-IN-CHARGE AND QUOTE 

et 

41, 	MAR 7945  

t_ q TION  

AERADIO STATION, 

GOVERNMENT AERODROME, 

NO 

  

CAIRNS 	5.,..,3!".45. 	 

  

The Director-Gereral, 
Department of Civil Aviation, 
MELBOURNE. 

 

 

     

LOSS OF HUDSON AIRCRAFT AT CAIRNS - 5-3-45. 

Attached herewith report from Mr. R.T.Stswart, A.C.O. on duty also copy of Aeradio Log 
covering oommunications with the aircraft also copy of weather report sent. 

2. First Aeradio contact was at 1527 when VMZIFM called for weather report in Piucto. This 
was transmitted and acknowledged by the aircraft. 

3. At .1.530 an Aeradio Notice to Airmen was sent notifying that Cairns aerodrome was closed. 
This was repeated by Cooktown. 

4. At 1b15 VMZIFM (sailed on voice saying that he was just off the coast and that the Skipper 
asked if worth while hanging round for a white as he had four hours fuel. The reply sent was 
that the weather people did not think there was any likelihood of any improvement. Whilst 
transmitting this the Tower informed to that the aircraft could be heard overhead. This 
information was passed on. One minute later the Tower reported that he could see him to 
the East of the drone. This was also passed to VMZIFM and he was asked if he could see the 
ground. He replied that he could see the strip. I then asked him if he intended coming in 
to land . He replied that he would have a try. Because of the poor visibility I switched on 
the Runway lights. No further communication was effected with the aircraft. 

5. When informed by the Tower that the aircraft had crashed into the Barron,River, I 
immediately telephoned 41 Squadron, Seaplane Base on the direot line and suggested that 
their crash launch be despatched to the scene. 

6. I was on Aeradio watchkeeping at the time. 

. 

(W.L.BOYD) 
Acting Operator-in-Charge. 
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Tlrc Dlreotor-Gcreral,
Depertncnt of CiviI Ariation,
MELBOURIIE.

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION,

AERADIO STATION.

GOVERNMENT AERODROME,

LGS 0F HUDgON I.IRCRIEI lT CTIBNS - 5-5-'15.

Atteohcil hcrwlth rcport fron !tr. 8.t.stsrart' 4.C.0. oa tluty alto oopy of lcradlo tot
oovcriag oonmrnlortlons rlth thc elrorrfb rlro oopy of rcethcr roport rent.

Z. Firct leradio oontaot wes at r5Z7 rhcu VI,UIFI{ orl lod for rorther rcport lu Piuoo. Thl!
wac trrncnittcd and eolcnovredged by thc llroraft.

5. At t53O aa lcredio Notioe to l irnrcn was ccnt notifying that Cairng aorodronc wag ologed.
This tr 'c rapcrtcd bY Cooltora.

1. At 1615 V-I6ZIFU oatlod on voloo raying that ho lrr.a Just off thc eoect and thst thc Sklpper
*akcd. lf worth whllo hanging round for a whltc ac ho had four hours fuol. Thc rcply scnt vrs
thet tho wcather poopl., did aot think thsrc rvs.r &ny l lkcrihood of any lmprovomcnt' Whllct
trancmittiag this thc Toncr infornocl tc that thc airorafb oou.Ld bc hcaril ovcrhcact. Thls
lnfornatlon nrr parsod on. One ninube later thc Tovcr rcportcd thet ho oould roc hlm to
thc East of the dromc. Thic'!vas arso passod to VIr{ZIFM and hc was eskcd if ho ooutd acc thc
ground, He r€p.l ' ioi l that ho could eeo thc ctrip. I thon eskod hin if he Intcndod oouing ln
to land , Ea rapllod that ho wourd havc r try. Bocauso of tho poor vlsibirity I rwltchod on
tho Bunway lights. No furtlrer oornmunioation war offcotocl rvrth the airorrft.

5. When inforncd by tho Torer that tho aircrrft had orashcd lnto the Barron.Ri-yer, I
lnncdl&toly torophonad 4l Sqrradron, Soapl&nc Batc on thc diroot Lino and suggostod that
thoir oresh lerr:rch be dospatohcd'to tho geono.

6 . I was on Aoradto watohkooping at thc timc,

c /(-, .
t f t i2 -/.r P R -.1./ur.L ldaVrq

(lr.L.B01D.l
letlng Opcrator-ln-Chargc.
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 

TELEPHONE I 
	 DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION, 

AERADIO STATION, 

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO 
	

GOVERNMENT AERODROME, 
THE OPERATOR-IN-CHARGE AND QUOTE 

_..CAIRNS 	.5 —03. AZ. 

The Director General 
Department Of Civil Aviation 
Melbourne. 

REPQRT ON LOSS OF HUDSON AIRCRAFT AT CAIRNS, 4.3.45  

(1) At 1615 hours Aeradio passed information to me that VMZIFM, known as AI6—IIts, 
was in vicinity and that the pilot elaidp"he had 4 hours fuel and was it worth 
while waiting for a break". 

I said " no, from what weather people tell me, there 
is no chance of weather clearing, suggest you go on to Cooktown". 

Two minutes later the aircraft was just glimpsed 
in the NNE for only a few seoonds and headed approximately 120 dogs, turning 
left as going out of sight at approximately I000 feat. Told Aeradio I had seen 
the aircraft to the NNE. 

A half minute later the aircraft was seen , closer 
and clearer and turning to head approximately I20 dogs again. This time as 
it came out of the rain I picked it up in the glasses. The aircraft turned 
left until approximately headed NNW, still slowly descending and moving 
towards a lighter patch in the clouds, which at time was tc the NNW of the 
aerodrome. 

Whtln only a short distance from the approach to 
the 150 deg runway, the aircraft again turned and headed approximately I20 
dogs , this time the aircraft was quite clear without glasses and would say 
much closer to the aerodrome. When in a position a little shorter than the 
two previous turns and at height of approximately 500 feet, the aircraft turned 
left, a flat turn, definitely no bank, on the turn and immediately after 
the turn, oommenoed, the aircraft went into a dive of approximately 40 dogs 
for 200 feet and then flicked into an almost perpindioular dive for the remaining 
300 feet. 

The aircraft did not do on e complete spin but for 
the last 300 feet did flutter as if about to go into a spin. 

Time of the crash was 1620 hours. 

(2) The three circuits that I am aware of were definitely short ones, giving the 
impression that the pilot did not wish to lose sight of some point or objeet 
in that area. 

(3) As the tail of the aircraft disappeared behind the trees, I sighted and drew 
a line on the control table showing direction of the orasho  

(4) Whilst I gave Duty crew the direction, the olerk rang Navy, the Aeradio operator 
rang 41 sq, the RAAF Commanding Officer rang the Army° 

(5) Within the first five minutes the following were under ways Crash orew and 
Ambulance, Army barges, Navy boats, 4Isq crash launch. 

(6) The Manager of ANA instructed that a Rapide be made ready. 
The pilot came to the tower and took his bearing from the line on the control 
tower table, he took off at 1644 hours, 

NO 

4te-tit
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Thc Dlrcotor Gencrel
Deprrtnont Of Clvlr Avlrtiou
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(r) At 1616 hourc Acred1o preecd lnfcrnrtloa to uo thrt rn&rFUe lrrrn rr lr6-rrur

wer in vtolntty rnd thet an" piilliiir"ftt h1d 4 hourr fuol anrd ru 1t wcrth

whtrcweltlng for e brorn"n, 
o"ru n nr, fronrhatrcethor pcoplc tolt ncr thcrc

l! nc ohlnoc of rcrthor olouinS' auggclt. you' 
Fo 

on to CoolCborn"c

Tro ntautca lltor thc riroreft rves Juat glhprcd

l 4 t h c N N E f o r o a l . y r f o r r c o o o n d a r , n d h o a d c d e p p r o : c t r r a t o t y l ? O d c g r , t u r n l n g
l o f ! a t g o l n g , o u b o f s l g h t & t a p p r o x r n a t c r y l o o o f c c t c T o l d A o r r d l o l h e d l r o c n
the etroreft to thc NNE. 

l helf nbuto lrtcr thc r!,rorrt ' t war' locn, olcacr

LDd olc.ror rnd tr.rrnlng to rrorJ-epproxlntoly r?o dcgr ege'ino thla tluc ea

lt crnc sut oi thc rati f pfofoa ii 
"p 

fn the gl'acie Thc rlro*fl turucd

lcfb untll epproxlntoly hoadcd Utlf, itfff cf@tl'y doreondlng encl rnovlng

teinerda a Itghtcr patoh fu tno oiouir, wUofr et tlnc rec to thc NNI' of thc

rcrodronpo 
lfhon only e shor-t allltrnoc fron tho epprceoh to

tho f5O dcg rrrrwry, tho elro-t"ru *ltfo turnod and hoedod apprcxfuatcl'y I2O

doga , trrrc trnc firo 
"lrcreft 

wa! {ulto olcrr wlthout gleracr rnd would ary

muoh olosor to thc eorodronoo Y{hcn ln a poritlon r llttl'o shorbcr then thc

two prgvlorrr-t,rto" aart et hofgit ot apprixtnr't:fy 600 fcct, thc alrorrfl turnoil

rofb, r flat tri"o, aoflnitcrf-no brnkl- ca thq turn end lnmdlrtcly rftor

tho turo, oonnonocd, tho rlrcrrfl wcni lnto e d1w cf rpproxlnrtoly 4O tlcgl

for 200 f".i 
"J-iirla 

fffotcd lnto eo eluoat pcrplndioulrr dlvc for thc renrlning

30o fccto 
Tho rlrorafb dld not dc on c oonpletc apln but for

tho rart 300 foet did flurtciJ""ttrilT:.:; il"tll!o"n""ll3:

(2) Thc three olroultr thst I an lraro sf rcro dcflnltoly rhort oncrl glvlag thc

imprcraloa tr,"t tt. pllot dl.d not rish ts loco ctght of sonc polnt or obJcct

ln thet arcao

(c) ar thc tetl of tho alrorrfb dlsrpprercd bchintl thc trccr, I slghtcil rnd tlror

a linc on tfri oontrol trblc shctrlng dirootlon of thc orllhr

(d) whllct I gave Duty aror thc -dtrcotlon, 
thc olork rrug Nary, thc acredlo opcrator

t ' 
reng *I sg, tnc nitf Cottandlng Of'flccr rant thc Ar!ry'

(6) lltthtn thc ftrct frvc roinutcs tho folrorlng wcrc undor ray3 crlrh orcr rnd

lmbulanoc, Arrry b*rgcst NaW boata' tllq orerh I'eunoho

(6) thc Managor of ANI I'nstruetcdl that r Bapide bc nadle roadlyo

Tho pllot oanc to thc tcror and took hll bcerlng frou thc llno cn thc control

tower tablc, hc took off at 16'l'l hourco
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(7) At 1646 hours Capt Jackson, pilot of Rapide reported to the tower that he was 
over the wreckage and gave position as. 2  I mile north of Barron River and mile 
off snore. He drotped lifebelts, described much wreckage and stated that from 
amount of wreckage, oil eta that aircraft must be badly smashed, he reported no 
sign of life. He directed boats to the locality, at 1700 hours he reported still 
no sign of life and would climb a little higher to see if could spot anything 
in the water from there, this proved equAlly fruitless as the heavy rains had 
kit dirtied the sea. The search plane was over the spot for 26 minures Q  

(8) The aircraft depattod Townsville at 1505, eta at Cairns 18050 

(9) The Cairns aerodrome was closed owing to weather at 1530 hours*  

(TO) I did expect the pilot of this aircraft to return to Townsville when he reached 
the heavier weather in the vicinity of Cairns but had made provisions for all 
information to be ready should he come on*  For instance I had rang Mareeba and 
found the base to be I000 feet overcast which with condition here I would not 
divert the aircraft tonNAreeba. 

(II) The copies of the weather athCairns accompanying this report are as issued at 
the times to tne tower by the Weatner section*  

(I2) I am sure that the aircraft did not attempt to work en tower frequeneies*  

Aerodrome Control Officer 

c At6- tt &
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(?) rt 16!tb hours capt Jeckson, pllot of Raplde r3gorbotl to tho toncr thet hc wes

ovcr thc wrockago and gevo PoErtiea ar''$-r dic norbh of Berron Rlvcr and f ruilc

off strorco no 
-aiolpoa 

iffoUittr, dosorlbid uruoh rrookago and- ctatod thet fron

emount or.,n".ot"gli oir eto thai elroraft nugt bc brdly cneahcd, hc roportecl no

rign of lrfco He-dircotcd borts to tho looaltty, rt I?OO hou* ho roportcd ottl l

uo slgp qf f!f; aRJ-rnou1d ollnb a rittlc hlgher to aeo 1f oould apct anythlng

ln tho T&tcr fren thoro, thla provcd oqu{Iry fruitlcsc ea thc hcavy rolns had

lri dlrtiod tho scel Tiro ccerqh plano waa evorbho cpot for 26 nl'nurcco

( 8 )

(e)

Tho airoreft dopattcd Tcruvlllo at 1505, cta at Ceirnc 1605o

Thc celrnr acrodrsrnc war oloacil q'lng to woathor at 1550 hOurco

(IO) I dld cxpcat tho pllct of thlc-rlrorefb to roturn to TcragYlllc vhcn hc rcrohod

thc hoevlcr wcathir ln thc vtolnlty of Crlrnr bnt hrcl ndc provtolonr for r1l

infornatton to bc roady rhould trc iom cuc For lrufa'ncc I had rrng' l&roobr end

found tho basc tc bc Iioo foct ortrolrt rhl'oh rlth oondlticnr hcrc I rould nrrt

dlvcrt tho atror.t*b tor&Arccbr'

(ff) tfrc ooplcr of thc 'fclthcr etncairar rooonpenylag thlt roport arc 4s lcaucd rt
'--' 

ih" tlrlcs to tnc tcrvor by tnc 'lYostncr ccstiono

(r?) I au suro thr.t tho alroreft dtd not attcnpt tr rork oa toror frcqucnolcrr

fW-*
Acrodrono Contrcl Offtocr
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DEPRTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION  

INWARDS TELEPHON7fl TFS.4. RAM 

From 	/VaAA.t.iA 	.. 	  Date 	414/*ke  • 

To 	aV/1A-1,  i4:4iie 	  Time Rec'd 	 

CC /1/4> 0 . 14..`-: ice..'4 /4 — 1/ c?. alt/Iili c-0-4.11  

CA/tA,./f2.4/%4-6...-- I 	/2-.A--\)" ,t,e- 	-14-170-1A--ta.-v-A.4-&_. / 

Geti,1;4,t4 	Cf\--(4---1,-4-f-et_ .t.A.A.WO '-''''Ze--ei....- cx..-1 0411--10-t-t.-0a. 

• 

id/00*P' //t1;'-4 	.1//2//2/t;t)X /t.i.‘-r) ->-1,-/-t■plY/Ye....'- 

,. ,c 
2-vae. /-ue._,-A,(7,--/ 6-c.2.-t, fe-,..,,-0,cr.A.zt, ci.4.A.,vt,e,4_e_ 
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