
Killed In 
Air Crash 
TAMWORTH, Wednesday. 

Leading Aircraftsman Wil-
liam Moore Aspinall, 24, was 
killed instantly today when an 
R.A.A.F. training plane crashed 
and burst into flames on Man-
illa Road, 10 miles from Tam-
worth. 
Flying low, Aspinall crashed trying to 

dodge power transmission wires. 
He did not have enough height to 

go over them, so went between them 
and a fence below. Then he was faced 
by a lower set of wires on the oppo-
site side of the road. 
The machine, a Tiger Moth, dived 

into the ground. 
It was reduced to a heap of twisted 

metal. 
Part of the engine was melted. 

"Only 30ft. Up" 
Arthur Quick, who was working in a 

paddock nearby, said:— 
"Planes are over here every day, and 

I am accustomed to them being low, 
but this fellow was just over my head, 
only 30 feet up. 

"It looked momentarily as If he 
would strike a shed, but he passed over 
the left side of it. Then he made a 
semi-turn and dived into the ground. 

"There was a sharp explosion. I 
raced to the plane but though I could 
see the pilot slumped in the seat, flames 
prevented me getting near enough to 
attempt a rescue." 

Aspinall was a trainee at the ele-
mentary flying school at Tamworth. He 
had had 20 hours solo flying. 

Only Son 
Aspinall was the only son of Mr. and 

Virs. W. Aspinall. of Military Rout, 
VIosman. 

There are five daughters in the 
family. 

He was called up on July 22, before 
le had secured his "A" pilot's licence, 
Lnd was drafted to No. 1 Initial Train-
ng School at Bradfield Park. 

On September 19 he was transferred 
o Tamworth elementary flying train-
ng school. 

AIR TRAINEE 
KILLED. 

Tamworth Plane Crash. 
TAMWORTH, Wednesday. 

Leading Aircraftman William Moore 
Aspinall, 24, of Sydney, was killed when 
the Tiger Moth training plane which he 
was flying solo crashed on to the Manilla 
Road, 10 miles from Tamworth, this 
morning, and burst into flames. 

An eye-witness, Arthur Quick,- who had 
waved to Aspinall as he flew over a few 
moments before, tried to rescue the pilot, 
who was trapped hi the cockpit, but the heat 
beat him back. When the wreckage cooled 
off it was found that Aspinall had not re-
leased his safety belt, and it is thought that 
he was either dead or unconscious before the 
petrol tank in front of him exploded and the 
fire spread. 

The plane, which crashed from about 40 
feet, was reduced to a heap of twisted metal. 
The flames were so hot that part of the 

 melted. 
Aspinall was a trainee at the 6th Elemen-

tar,,  Plying Training School, 'Tamworth. It 
Is believed that he was practising forced land-
ings when the plane crashed. 

The plane came from the direction of the 
flying school, descended, and circled several 
times round a wheat paddock half a mile 
from the scene of the crash, then banked to 
move towards a lucerne paddock where Quick 
was working. 
. Quick said that the plane passed 30 feet 
over his head, and he waved to the pilot, who 
did nut, seem to be in any' difficulty. Suddenly, 
the machine planed up, made a semi-turn, 
and dived into the ground. 	There was a 
sharp explosion, 	He raced to the scene, 
but when he got there the plane was blazing 
fiercely. 

Within 15 minutes of the crash the plane 
was almost burnt out. 
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Air Grash KILLED.
Tamworth Plane Crash.TAMWORTH, Wednesday.

Leading Alrcraftsman Wll-
liam Modre Aspinall, 24, was
ktlled lnstantly today when &n
R.A.A.F. tralnlng plane crashed
and burst lnto flames on Man-
illa Road, 10 mlles from Ta,m-
worth.
Flytng low, Asptnall crashed trytns to

dodge power transmlsslon wlres.
He illtl not have enough helght to

go over them, so went between tbem-arrd 
a fence below. Then he war faced

by a lower sef of wlres on thc oPDo-
slte side of the road.
The machbre, a Tlger Mottt" dtved

lnio the sround.
It was-reduced to a heaP ol twlsted

metal.
Par! of t'tro engho was melted.

"Only 30ft. Up"
Arthur Quick, who was worktng ln a

paddock nearby,,sald :-

t t**r,, wednesday.
Leadlng Alrcraftnan Willtam Moore

Aspinall, 24, of Sydney, was killed when
tlre Tiger Moth trairr ing plane which he
rvas flyiug solo crashed 6n to the Mani.Ila
R<iad, 10 miles irom Tamworth, thls
morulng, aud bulst htto f lames.

Au eyc-wi[ness, Arthur Qulck, whq had
rvaved to Aspiuall as ire flew over a few
motllerr[s before, tried to r.escue the pllot,
wl lo  was t tappcd ln  the  cuckp l t ,  bu l  the  heat
trcat lt lrD bacli. When the wreckage cooled
o1l it was Iound f, ltat AspiDall had not re-
leased his salety belt, a.nd it is thouglrt that
l le  $ ,as  e l t , l l e l 'dead or  unconsc ious  be fore  the
petlol tank in fi 'orrt 0f hiru explnded {tDd ihe
IiIe sprea,d.

1 The ple.ue, whlch crashed fr.om about 40
! {9et, was reduced to a heap of twlstcd met&I.
i Tire flatnes wel'e so hot that 1)al.t of tho

er rg iue  lne l ted .

"Planes are over h€re every day, and
I am accustomed to them bebrg low,
but thls fellow was Jusi over my head'
onlv 30 feet up.

"tt looked 
- 

momentartly as lf he
would strike a shed, but he pa.ssed over
Lhe left side of l!. Then he made a
semi-turn and dlved lnto the ground.

"t'here was a sharp exploslon. I
raced to the plane but though r could
see the pilob slurnped ltr the seat, flames
prevented me getting near enough to
;rttemDt a rescue."

Aspinall was a traln@ at the elo-
menf,ary flylng schoo]l at Tbmworth He
had hail z0 hours solo (Ylrg.

; Only Son

Aspitlall was a tl'alnee at tlre 6th Elcmen-
t&t'. Flying 'ltralnlng Schor:I, Tarnworth. It
ls  b€l leved that  hc was pract is ing forccd land-
lngs when t l )e p lane cr .ashed.

I'he plane came from the dilcct,ion of the
flying school, descended, and clrclecl several
l , l rnes t  ound A wheat paddock hal l  a ln i lc
ft'onl the scetrb of the ilush, thell banked to
nove tow&r'ds & lucetne paddock where euick
was wolk ing.
. Qulck .said Lhat the plane passed 30 feet
over hls head, aud he waved to ttle pilot, who
clid trui seenr to be lu any dlmcully. Suddenly,
l , l le  nrach| t lc  p laned up,  made a seml- turn,
and dlved irrLo tlre ground. There was a
suatp exploslorr .  l lc  raced to the scene,
bttl whcn he got thete the plarre was blazlng
lielcely.

Withlu 15 mlnu[es of the crash the plane
was almost bulnt out.
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AsDina,ll was tne only son of Mr. and
\drs.- W. Aspfurall of Mllltary Rosd,
\[osman.

There are flve daughterc ln the
lamilv.

IIe was called uP on JulY 22, befors
re had secured hls "A" plloi's llcence,
rnd w&s drafted to No. 1 Inlttal Tlaln-
ne School at Bradfleld Park.- 

bn September 19 he was transferred
o Tamriorth elementary flylng traln-
ng school.
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