
Air Crash 
A Mystery 

TAMWORTH, Sunday. 
- The Deputy-Coroner (Mr. H. 

H: Stevenson) found yester-
day that Leading-Aircrafts-
man William Moore Atpinall, 
24, died from shock and suf-
focation. 
A plane piloted by Aspinall crashed 

and burst into flames on the Manilla 
road, 10 miles from Tamworth, on Oc-
tober 9 last. 

Aspinall Was a' trainee at the 6th 
Elementary Flying School, Tamworth. 

The deputy-coroner said the plane was 
airworthy, but the evidence did not 
enable him to say why Aspinall at-
tempted to land. 

Joy Autumn Hewlett, of Attunga, 
whose home is about 400 yards from 
where the plane crashed, said Aspinall
Was Oiily an acquaintance, not a friend. 

. bad told her once on the 
telephone that he had dropped a note 
near her Wade.' She had not found the 
fibte. 

Ntiftti Hewlett said she was not at 
home on the morning of the crash. 

"400 Feet Up" 
Hichard John. O'Halloran, junr., 

farmer, of Atttinga, said Aspinall's plane 
circled over Hewlett's house and flew 
()vet the paddocks. 
# The plane was about 400 feet up when 
he first saw it. 

When the plane appeared to be twice 
as high as the transmission power lines, 
it spun over and crashed. 

O'Halloran formed the impression 
that the pilot was going to land. 
. There was a motor bicycle under- 
neath the pilot on the road, but he 
Would not see it until the last minute. 

O'Halloran said that every day for a 
fortnight previously,, pilots used to fly 
over the area where. the crash occurred. 

They seemed to make it a turning 
point, .he said. 
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TRAINEE - PILOT'S 

DEATH. 

Crashed on Road. 
TAM1VORTH, Sunday. 

Leading-Aireraftman William Moore Aspi- . 
nail, 24, trainee of the 6th Elementary Flying 
Training School. at Tamworth, died from 
shock and suffocation when a plane Which 
he was piloting crashed and burst into flames 
on Manilla Road, 10 miles from Tamworth, 
on October 9. 

Recording this finding at an inquest yes-
terday, the deputy coroner, Mr. H. H. Steven-
son said that the cause of death had been 
accidental. 

He further found that the plane was in 
airworthy condition, but evidence did not en-
able him to form an opinion as to why Aspi-
nall attempted to make the landing. 

Evidence showed that Aspinall had been 
instructed on the morning of his death to 
carry out solo practice in steep turns, with 
and without the engine, above 2,000 feet and 
outside the circuit area of the aerddrome. 

He had had 17 hours flying experience, both 
dual and solo. 

Joy Autumn Hewlett, of Wyralong, Attunga, 
whose home is about 440 yards from the 
scene of the crash, said that she had met 
Aspinall once or twice. He had once told 
her that he had dropped a note near her 
place. She had not found the note. She 
was not at home on the morning of the 
crash. There was no degree of friendship 
between her and Aspinall; he was only a 
casual acquaintance. 

Richard John O'Halloran, junior, farmer, 
of Killarney. near Attunga, said that he was 
driving sheep on the road about 150 yards 
from where the plane crashed. Witness 
formed the impression that the pilot was going 
to land, but it appeared that he was trying 
to avoid a motor cycle on the road. 
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TRAINEE-PILOT'S
DEATH.

Crashed on Road.*
: - TAMWORTH. Sund&v.

IfedlflS'Atrcreftman Wtlltam Moore Aiol-
n3ll, 24, trelnee of the 6th Elementiry Flvfnc
T'ralnlng School, at Tamworth, dteO tiori
shock and sufiocatlon when a blrne {ihlch
he was plloting crasbed and burs[ into fla.mes
on Mentlle Road, 10 miles from Tamworih.
on October 9.

R€cordiirg thls flndlnh at an Incuest ve.s-
torday, the deputy coroner. Ml.. H. li. Steven-
sonf sald that the cause ol de6th had b€en
eccldental.

.He further found that the planc was In
elr-worthy eondltion, but evldence dld not en-
eble hlm to form an oplnlon as to whv A.qnl-
nnll ettempt€d Co rieke lhe landlng.
. Evldence showed that Asptxall-had been
instmcted on the morrrlng bf hls deeth to
carry out solq practlce ln steep turns. wlill
nnd-wl thout  l ,he engine,  above 2,000 feet  and
ouklde the clreult erea of the aerdtlronre.
. He had ha.d 1? hours flylng exp€rlence, bobh

dual and "solo.Joy Autumn Hewlett, of Wyralon[. Attunsa.
n'hose home ls about 440 yerde 

- 
irom t-he

scene of the crash, sald that she had met
Aspinell once or twice. He had once told
Irer thal he had droppcd e note near her
placr. She had nob found the note. Shc
tras- not at home on the mornlng of thc
crash. There wes no deqree of ii.lendshln
Fly.gn her. and Arptnall; ,hg was only i
csnral ecqualhtance.

Elchard John O'Haltoren, .lunlor. tarmer.
qf.Killdrhey. near Attunga. said that he wai
dflvlng sh€ep .on the road about liO yar.ds
from wtrere the plane cr.ashed. Witness
formed the lmpresslon that the Dllot was coinq
to lsnd, but lt appeered that he was tivtni
to avold a motor cycle on the roed,
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A olane olloted bv AsDlnall crashedl
e-nd burst fnto flem-es oi the Manlllai
lo_ad, l0-mtles from Tamwortlr, on Oc-l
Dobef I last.'- |

Asptnall wic e tralnee aL the 6thl
Elenlentary Flylng School. Tamwofth. I

The deputy-coroner sald the plene \pasl
elmorthy. but the evldence dld notl
tenable htm to say why Asplnall at-l
Itnmpted to lend. I
I Joy Autumn Eewlett, of AttunEa,l
lwhoSe home ls Bbout 400 ysrCls froml
lwhere fhe plane crashed, gatd Asplnolll
tWas 0iily an acquetnDence. not I frlend.l
lt-mAibtnsll.bed told her once on th6l
I'fgleDhbne thst h6 hdd droDDed I notel
hofi ner place. 8ne had not found thel
fhfh: I
li; trttsr Hewlett reld shc vas not atl
[h6me on the mornlng ot the ara^sh. I

1., , '400 Feet Up" I
I Rlchard John o'tlalloran, Junr.,l
lfarmer, of Attunga,5ald Aspinall's plane I
lctfcled over Hewlett's house and flew I
lovef the paddock8. I
h#the plene was ebout 400 feet up when I
Lhe nrst saw lt. I
l,; Wfren the Dlahe &Dpeored to be twlce I
las htgh as thb transin-lsslon power llnes, I
Itf epun over and crashed. I
I O'Halloran formed the lmpresslon I
Ithet the pltot was golng to land, I
l, There was a motor blcycle under-
Ineattr the pilot on the road' but he
Itrould nob s-ee lt untll the l8st mlnute.
I O'H*lloran sald that every day for a
lfortnlcht prevlottsly,,ptlots used to fly
lover the aiea where.the crash occurred.
I ttrey seemed to rnake lt a turnlng
Ipotnt, &e sald.
ti-
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