
R.A.A.F. PLANES 
CRASH. 

Two Killed; Two 
Injured. 

MID-AIR COLLISION 

When two RAA.F. Tiger Moth train-
ing planes collided over the Lakes Golf 
Course, Kingsford, early on Saturday, 
two men were killed. They were Ser-
geant Jack Holt, 24, married, formerly 
of Albert Park, Victoria, and Leading 
Aircraftman Thomas Elliott Mays 
Hodge, 25, single, formerly of -England. 

Both men were' in the same machine. The 
occupants of the other machine were injured. 
They were Pilot Officer John Robert Cherry, 
26, married, formerly of New Zealand, whose 
forehead was cut, and Leading Aircraftman 
John Henry Stephen Pettett, 23, married, of 
Sydney, who suffered bruises and *shock. ' 

An R.A.A.F. statement was that the two 
Moth machines took off from Mascot aero- 

• drome at about 8.15 a.m. on Saiurday for 
instrument flying practice, but that they were 
not operating together. 

"At 9.5 a.m., when flying at about 1,150 
feet over the Lakes golf course, they collided, 
and the collision was almost head-on," the 
statement added. 

"The Moth in which Holt (instructor), and 
Hodge (pupil), were flying, dived straight to 
the ground. Both men were killed and the 
Moth was wrecked. 

"The other aircraft made a crash landing on 
the golf course. It nosed over, but Pettett 
(pupil) escaped injury, and Cherry (instruc-
tor) suffered a cut forehead. The plane was 
extensively damaged. 

•'Sergeant Holt was educated at Ballarat 
High School, and Ballarat School of Mines. 

i'Leading Aircraftman Pettett attended 
Randwick Intermediate High School and en-
listed last January. He was posted to Mascot 
from Bradfield Park last month." 

CRASH LANDING. 
Eye-witnesses of the tragedy said that the 

second plane circled round the golf course 
several times before Cherry and Pettett made 
a crash landing about 200 yards from the 
other plane, which was burning. 

More than 1,500 eople crowded on to the 
links when the plan crashed, and an armed 
guard had consider e difficulty in keeping 
them 100 yards y from the wrecked 
machines. 

The first man to 	ch the plane was the 
refreshment kiosk 	rietor on the course, 
Mr. J. Davenport. 	said that the planes 
appeared to touch 	id-air, and then one 
began to spin away t rds the ground with 
part of its wing missing. 

Mr. Davenport said that he ran to the 
machine, but found both men dead. 

7. 4 - 6/ 

Mid-Air Crash 
ills Two 

One-of two Tiger Moth train-
ing planes which collided above 
The _Lakes golf course yesterday 
crashed. and burst into flames, 
killing the Occupants, an instruc- 
tor and a pilbt. 

• The other made a crash landing; 
and overturned. The airmen were 
engaged in instrument flying prac- 

. 	tice. 
The two men killed were Flight-Sergeant 

Jack Hort, 24,' married, and formerly - or 
Albert Park, Melbourne, and Leading Air-
craftman Thomas Elliott Mays Hodge, 25, 
single, an Englishman. 

In the other plane, Pilot-Officer John Robert 
Cherry, 26, married, a New Zealander, suffered a 
lacerated forehead. His pupil, John Henry Stephen 
Pettett, 23, married, of Sydney, was. unhurt.. 

The official account of the accident by R,A.A.F. 
Central Area Headquarters yesterday stated:— 

"The two Moths took off from Mascot Aerodrome 
separately at about 8.15 a.m. to-day. They were 
engaged in instrument flying practice, an were 
operating independently of each other. • 

"At 9.5 "a.m flying at about 1150 feet over The Lakes 
'course, they zollided. The collision was practically 
head-on. 

First On Spot 
First to the scene of the brazing 

plane was Mr. J. Davenport, who 
conducts a refreshment kiosk on The 
Lakes golf course. 

"The planes appeared to touch in 
mid-air," he said. "Then one of them 
began to spin away towards the 
ground with portion of its wing miss-
ing. The other swung in towards the 
course, apparently to find a landing 
place. 

"The first plane struck the • 
links with a terrific impact, and 
immediately flames shot up. 
"I rushed straight to the machine-

to get the men away. When _I ar-
rived. I found both men dead. 

"The other plane, meanwhile. 'had 
made a landing some distance. away 

ub f it overturned." 

--I "The Moth in which Holt (histruc-
' tor) and Dodge, (pupil)- were,flying 
dived straight to the grourrd..'1 Both 
men were killed, and the Motif was 
wrecked. The other aircraft made a 
crash. landing: on the golf course. It 
noved over, and Pettet-.. (pupil) 
escaped injury, but Cherry (instruc-
tor) suffered cuts to the forehead 
The Moth was extensively damaged. 

Saw It Coming 	I 
Mr. Norman _Tadish, of Fortescue-,,  

street, Chiswick, was drinking tea at 
the kiosk when he saw the two 
planes. - 

"There's going to be a head-on col-
lision," he said to a friend. A mo-' 
ment later he ,saw the planes hit. - , 

"The plane underneath seemed 
to fall to pieces after the crash, 
and it nose-dived," he said. .  

"The other machine made a land-
ing, but turned over as it struck-the 
links." 

Rus Henson, an employee of Gene-
ral Motors, Pagewood, said the plane 
was flying at an average height above '  

the National Studios at Pagewood, 
about 9 a.m., when he first noticed 
It. lie looked 111). to see the wing 
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R.A.A.F. PLANES
CRASH.

Two Killed; Two
Injured.

:-

MID.AIR COLLFION.
When two RA.A.F. Tiger Moth train-

ing pianes collided over the La,kes Golf
Course, Kingsford, early on Saturday,
two men were killed. They were Ser-
geant Jack Holt, 24, married, formerly
of Albert Park, Victoria, and. Leading
Aircraftman fhomas Eliott Mays
Hodge, 25, single, formerly of .England.

Both men were in the same machine. Ttle
occupants of the other machine were injured.
T'hey \ryere Pilot Ofrcer John Rob€rt Cherry,
26, married, formerly of New Zealand, whose
forehead was cut, and Ieadtrg AAcraftman
John llenry Stephen peitett, 23. married, of
Sydney, who sufiered bruises and ihock"

. Aix R3.A.F. statement rpas that the two
Moth. machines took ofi from Mascog aero-
drome at a.bout 8.15 arl. on Sa'urday for

iinstrument f.ying practice, but that they wers
I not opereting togetJrer.

"At 9.5 a.m., whe! flying at about 1,150
feet over.the l,akes golf course, they collided,
and the eollision was aLnost head-on," the
statement added.

"The Moth in whieh I{olt (instructor). and
Hodge rpupil), were flying, dived straighb to
lhe ground. Both men were kiiled and the
Moth was wrecked.

"The other aircraft made a crash landins on
tJle golf course. It nosed over. but pettett
(pupil) escap€d injury, and Cherry (instrue-
tor) sufiered a cut forehead. T'he'nlane was
extensively damaged.j'Sergeant HoIt was educated at Bailarat
Iligh School, and Ballarat School of Mines.

{'Leading Aircraftman petteit attended
Randwick Intermediate High School and en-
listed last January. lte was posted to Mascot
from Bradtreld Park last month."

CRASH LANDING.
E?e-witnesses of the rragedy sCid that the

second plane circled round the golf course
several times before Cherry and Pettett made
a crash landing about 200 yards from the
other plane, wfiich was burning.

More than 1,500 Leople crowded on to the
links when the planll crashed, and an armed
ei.uard h?d cmsiderflle difnculty in keeping
them 100 yards a1\[y from the wreiked
machines. Ft

The first man tolfrch the plane was the
refreshment kiosk llilrietor on the course,
Mr. J. Davenport. 16l said that the planes
appeared to touch irTlhtid-air, and theh one
bega.n to spin away tf,fuards the ground with
part of its wing missing.

Mr. Davenport said that he ran to the
machine, but found both men dead.
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u " Sqw lt Coming'";.  -. ,  I
. Mi..Norman-Tadish, of Fodescue-,
street, Chiswjck. was drinkine t€a at I
!+^e kiosk rhen he saw . the two j
pranes. ' I'Tlxere's 

Boine to be a head-on col- |
Iision," he .ssid to a friend. A mo- |
ment later be Faw the planes hit. . . I
. . 'The planc underneath sceneit 

'l

to fall to pieces after.the cras\ I
and lt nose.dived,,' be said.. . 

..1
"T']xe other machine mede a land-l

ing, btrt turned over as it struck tbe i
links.'l

Rus Henson, an employee ol Gene- i
ral Motors, Pagewood. said the plalxe,
was fll'lns at an average beieht above',
the National Studios- at . Fagewood. I
about I am., when he flrst noUcedi
it, IIe looked up, to see the wiag I

' "  '" 'rOne'of l 'woTiger Moth troin-l l
t  ing plones which coll ided qbovel
I The -Lokes gotf course yesterdoyI
I croshed snd burst intb f lcmes,l
l l  kit l ing-the -occuponts\, on instruc-l
I tor tlnd s piktt. lt
I I

i ' The other made a crash landing; li
I and overturned. The airmen were l;
| .l .rs"ged in instrument flying prgc- liI tice. :
I
I Tire t*o'men killed'were Flight.sergeantll
I Jack llolt,"-24, married, and formerly o-iii
I Albert,.Park, Ifelbourne, and Leading Air-ll
I craftman Thomas Elliott }Iays Hodge, 2b,li
I single, an Englishman. I'
l r l
I In the other plane, pilot-Ofiicer John Rober[t,
I Cherry, 26, married, a New. Zealander, suffered al
I lacerated forehead. His pupil, Jobn Henry Stephenl
I Pettett, 23, married, of Sydney, was unhurt.. I
I The ofiiciai account of the accident, by R.A.A.-F,. I
I Central Area Headquarters yesterday rtaied:_ I
| "The two MottS took ofi lrom 1\{ascot Aerodrome I
I separately &i about 8.15 a.m. to-day. Ttrey were L
| . engaged . in, instrument flying practice, and were It
I operating independenily of each oiher, -. r I
| 

'At 9.5'a.m flying at about 1150 feet over the Lates l
l''course, t,Ley ;ollided. Ttre.. crillision. was practically fI  head-on. ,  - .r  . .  - .  i :  .  .  

i!+ - --t . 
, ttre Moth in which Eolf'(Instruc_ I.ror) and .Hodge tpupil) were..flyinsl

dived straight-to rhti s.ound. -Golfil
men were kiiled, and the Motti.was I
wrecked. Tlre other aircraf! maae 

-a 
I

crash. Ianding on the golf course. It Inovect over, and pettet-. (ouoill I
escaped injury, but Cherrv tinitiuc_ I
tor) suf,ered cuts to thd forehead IThe Moth was extensivetv aimagiri. I

I

First On Spot " I
I'irst to the scene of the. bfazins Iplane was .Mr. J. Davenport.  wb5 |

conducis .q refreshr4gnt, kioik on ttre ILakes golf course. t',The planes appeared to touch inl
mid-air," he said. ..T'hen one of ihem I
began to spin ^way towards bhel
ground with portion of ibs wins miss_ |
ing. . The other swuns in towards the I
cours€, apparenily to find a landing I
ot"t.u.; I

,,"oTninf",,',"Xtill. ,*;::t, ili I
immediatelv flames shoi up. I
"I rushed straight to the maciiinel

to 
'get 

the men iway. lvfren -f ar- I
rived. f found both men dead. 

' 
I

"?he.other plane, meanwtrile.'lradf'made a laniling some distancq_away. I
, but it overturned." , . ."" .f



CRASH IN, 
MID-AIR, 

TWO DEAD 
An instructor and a pupil 

were killed when two 
R.A.A.F. Tiger. Moth train- • 
ing aircraft collided in mid-
air to-day over The Lakes 
golf course during ,in:stru-
ment flying practice. 
VictiAis were:- 
Flight-Sgt. Jack Holt. 24 (married), 

formerly of Albert Park, Victoria. 
Leading Aircraftman Thomas El-

liott Mays Hodge, 25 (single), form-
erly of England. 

They were in the same aircraft. 
Occupants of the other aircraft 

were Pilot-Officer John Robert 
Cherry, 26 (married), formerly of New 
Zealand, who suffered lacerations to 
the forehead, and John Henry Ste-
phen Pettett, 23 (married), of Sydney, 
who was uninjured. 

The official account of the acci-
dent by R.A.A.F. Central Area Head-
quarters states:— 

"The two moths took off from Mas-
cot Aerodrome separately at about 

.8.15 am. to-day. They were en-
gaged in instrument flying practice, 
and were operating independently of 
each other. 

"At 9.5 a.m., flying at about 1150 
feet over The Lakes golf course, they 
collided. The collision was practi-
cally head-on. 

The Moth in which Holt (instruc-
tor) and Hodge (pupil) were flying 
dived' straight to the ground. Both 
men were killed and the Moth was 
wrecked. The other aircraft made a 
crash landing on the golf course. It 
nosed over, and Pettett (pupil) 
escaped injury, but Cherry (instruc-
tor) suffered 'cuts to the forehead. 
The Moth was extensively damaged. 

Eye-Witnesses' Stories 
First to the scene of the blazing 

plane was Mr. J. Davenport, who 
conducts a refreshment kiosk on The 
Lakes golf course. 

"The ,planes appeared to touch in 
mid-air," he said. "Then one of them 
began to spin away towards the 
ground with portion of its wing miss-
ing. The other swung in towards the 
course, apparently to find a landing 
place. 

The first plane struck the links 
with a terrific impact, and immedi-
ately flames shot up. • 

"I rushed straight to the machine 
to get the men away. When I ar-
rived, I found both men dead. 

"The other plane. meanwhile, had 
made a landing some distance away, 
but it overturned." 
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FATAL AIR 
COLLISION 

"I na split second I saw a,  plane 
coming' towards me from slightly be-
low, and it struck my undercarriage 
on the port side." 

John Robert Cherry, pilot-officer, 
Mascot, told the City Coroner (Mr. 
Oram) this to-day at the inquiry into 
the deaths of Thomas Elliotts Mays 
Hodge and Jack Holt, when their 
plane crashed at The Lakes golf links 
on April 5. 

Hodge, an R.A.A.F. pupil, 25, was 
born at Shiels, Durham, . England. 
Holt was a sergeant in the R.A.A.F. 
His wife lives at Ballarat. 

Cherry said he had a pupil in his 
Plane. The other machine was piloted 
by Holt, with Hodge as a pupil, in 
the rear. 

The Coroner found that Hodge and 
Holt died from inhales accidentally 
received in the collision. 
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PLANES COLLIDE IN 
MID-AIR. 

, 

tvidence at Inquest. 
The City Coroner. Mr. Cram. found 

yesterday that Sergeant-pilot Jack Holt. 
24, married, and Thomas Elliott Mays 
Hodge, 24, single, died from injuries they 
suffered when two Tiger Both training 
planes collided over The Lakes Golf ii 
Links on April 5. 

Sergeant-pilot Holt occupied the frontl 
cockpit of one plane and was instructing: 
Hodge, who was in the rear 'cockpit.' 
The plane had taken off from Mascot 
aerodrome. 

Pilot-officer Norman John Lennon, 
stationed at Mascot. said that he was 
flying over the western boundary of the 
golf links. There was a slight drizzle 
of rain, but visibility was reasonably 
good. He saw two aircraft collide head-
on. One wing was cut off one of the 
planes, and it crashed and burst into 
flames. 

"The other machine•  rocked crazily for 
a few seconds." said Lennon. "and then 
circled round. I saw it attempt to make 
a landing on one of the fairways of 
the golf links. Immediately it touched 
the ground, it went on to its nose and 
then rolled right over on its back." 

John Robert Cherry, pilot-officer, said 
that at about 9 a.m. his plane came into 
collision with one piloted by Sergeant' 
Holt. 

"I carried out a crash landing about 
200 yards froth where the other plane 
was burning," he said. "I ran over to . 
do what I could. but nothing could be ' 
done." 

-(YZWXY iYaRAOildr-- tilERA Lb 
2I" • ki./ 

CRASTI I
MID-AIRi'

TWO DEAT}
An instructor' ahd a'pupil

were killed lvhen two
R.A.A.F. Tiger Moth train-
ing aircraft ?iniaea in rnid-
air to-day over The Lakes
golf course during . instt'u'
ment flying pragtice.
Victit'ns were:-

forrnerlv
Fl ighl-Stt.  Jack I lol t .  24 (nrarr ied),
rrnErlv oi Alberl Pal'k. Victoria'rmerlv ol AlberC Park, Victoria.
I,earling Aircraftman, .Thomas .

liott Mays Ilotlge, 25 (single), foi'm-
erly of England.

They were in the samc aircraft.
OccuDanLs of the other ai

were Fuot-ofilcer John Iwere Pilot-Ofilcer John Robert
Cherrv.26 (rharried), fornrerly of New
Zealafrit. who sufierAd laceratlons tozealand, who su

' ii:rhe two ;':oths took off from Mas-
cot Act'odt'ome sepat'ately at aboul
8.15 a.rn.  io-day'  T l rey wele en-

'saged 
1n insl r t tment f ly l t rg pracrtce '

dni were opelatittg ln(lepenalclltly or
each othel'.

the forCheact. and John Henly Ste-
phbn Pettett.23 (manted), of Sydney,phbn Pettett, 23 (manted), of
who was uhlnJured.

r t l t  5q !EUU,  ,o  \ l l l 4 r raeq/  r  v r  pJu"vJ  t

ro was uhlnjured.
tni-oniCiar-accouni of the accl-
'nt bv R.A.A.F, Centra.I Area Head-dent by R.A.A.F. centra.l Area Head-

quarters stg,tesi-

;r it-s.i- i.m., f lYlng at about 1.150"At 9.5 e.m., f lYlng at aDou[ J.rb
feet over I'he Lakes g,olf course' LlIefee! over I'he Lakes 8,olf coul'se' tltey

"oiiioiri. 
ttie coltisibu wtts pracll-

*l{"}ttirhi'"in 
whtclr Hol! (lns-rruc-

torl-'dnd'-rloG; (ptrbtl) were flvit].e
ii""a"-stre.irht*io ihd ground. Bothdlved straighL fo t'Ite gtounq' solrr
ft;-wdi; iilled and. lhe Motll .was
wrecked. The other aircralt maqe .a

sroutrd. Both
[he Motlt was

wrecked, The otner alrcr&rl rrraqc 4

i:r?iir' ti'"Oirii, on the solf course. .ItirJii"ri'"oitii o=n--tne -eotr course' .It
;;;a 

--;t;i," 
atrd Pettett ., !ryPll)

'';iji. 
flrst plane struck -ttre linls

wi0h a krrifli impac[, and immeol-witi' i iiiiin6-itnp"ct, and immedi-
atelv flarnes shot uP.-';i' 

,.;;;h;; straishl to the machine-';i 
tiiiii'i-a Jtiiighi; to the machine

to iei-tne merl iYav. Wben r ar-
iiuJo]" l"l6uiifu--Loitr inen dead'

l."i1iu' jilisi* piani. rn.e,apw11"r .13.9
maau- a lanaing some distance away'
but it bverturned"'

Su,l t: 4'U

ii6"pea lnlurv, but Cherrv (iustruc-
ioii-iinb:"d-'curs to. the .forehead'
ifi; ffith was exLensively damageo'

Eye-Witnessegt Stories
.Flrst to lhe scene of tJle blazlng

nfiiu 
-wu's --tr'ir. 

J. Davenport, r'ho
iiilii 

"ttl 
riiiiisnment kioSk on The

Lakes golf course.
. 

--;"fhei'planes 
appeared to touch ln

. mro--airl'rtte iaia. 
-"rtten 

one of them
i;;;a;- t" ipin ..awaY- towards the

"iSuiia 
with'portion of its wlng miss-

irii]'Trti tittr'er swung in towards.the
itjirise, apparentlv to flnd a la'ndlng
ptrace. +L^ rihL.

Thomas Dl-

FATAL AIR
COLTISION

"I na split second I sarry a' plone
comlng, towards me from sllghtly bel
low, and it struck my undercarriage
on the polt side."

.bhn Robert Cherry, pllot-ofilcer,
Mascot, told the City Coroner (Mr.
Oram) this to-day at the inqulry into
the deaths of Thomas Elllotts Mays
Hod8e aDd Jack Holt, when thelr
plane crashed at The Lakes golf lhks
on April 5.

Hodge, an R.A.A.F. pupil, 25, was
born af, Shlels, Durham, . England.
Holt was e serBe&nt ln the.R.A.A.F.
His wife lives at Ballarat.

Cherry said he had a pupil ln his
plane. Tlre other rnachlne uas piloted
by Holt, with Hodge as a Pupil, in
the rear.

The Coroner found that Hodge and
IIolt died from inJrrries acctdentally
Ieceived in t lre col l is ioD.''rb/vcr) 
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PLANES COTLIDE IN I
Mrp-.AIR. I

T a . l  r  I

Lvrdence at lnquest. I- . i
The Clty Coroner, IUr. Orem, found

yesterdey that Sergeant-pltot Jack Holt,
24, married, and T'lromas Elliott Meys
Ilodge, 24, sln8le, dled from injurles they
sufrered when two Tlger Both tralnlng
planes collid€d o-ver The Lakes Golf i
Llnks on Aprtl 5.

S€rgeant-pilot llolt occupled the front!
cockpit of one plene end was lnqtructlngl
Hodge, who was ln the ieer \ockptt. i
The -pline he.d taken off from Mascotl
aerodrome.

Pilot:-ofrcer Nol'men John ff,nnon.
stationed at;r'Iascot, said that he u'as
flying ov€r the $?stern boundary of the
golf llnks. There wag a sllght drizzJel
of raln, but vlslbllity was reasonably I
good. He sarv two aireraft colll<le head-.
on. One wing was cut off one of thel
planes. and lt crashed and burst Into,
flames.

"The other machine rocked cfezlly forl
a few seconds." said frennon. "and then.
circled round. I saw it attemDt to milke
e landlng on one of the fdirway.s of
.the golf links. Immediately it touched
the ground, lt \r'ent on to lts nose and.
then rolled [igh[ ot'er on its back."

John Robert Che!'ry, pilot-oflicer, Said
that at about I a.m. hls plane came into'
collision with one piloted by Sergeanti
Hol ! .

"l carrled out a crash landing about
200 yards frorri where the other plane.
was buming," he said, "f ran over to .
do what I could. . but nothing could be '

done."  :
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