ive Killed V
‘ __()I‘.Clues‘ O

Cables at
'T;Aiberfon Ferry

Five men were kllled when d‘n"f
RAA F. Seagull Amphibian crashed
near the Alberton Ferry early thls

qfternoon. o
The plane, an R.AAF. seagull amphlblan,,

was engaged by the Brisbane - police this morning
to search the waters, shores and islands of More
ton Bay for clues of-Miss Mar]or e Norval the miss- -

»mg typlst :
01t was travelling up the Logan River when it

sl'ruck the electric light cables that carry ¢ current
io the South Coast.

“The plane crashed in
flames and the five occupants

were burnt to death.

Commxssmned this momm« to assist
the Queensland police in their search
| for clues of Miss Norval; the amphibian
took  off from the Archertield aerodrome
 shortly' before noon and after combing
hundreds: of small _islands at the south-
ern -end. of the Bay it made for- the
11 1gan-*Rwer and ' was travelling slowly
. that Rwer towards ‘Beenleigh: = 7
as ying « .extremely low. to make
A losest observation of the mdngrove
lined' banks of the river.

] ’The -plane crashed suddenly into the
high'f tension, main  transmission line
which | crosses the river at the Alberton

g
=

hort u‘cumng wires the plane toppled
dlunken]y ‘and crashed about 50 yards
gay .oni the ' rxver bank It }-orst im-

ediately ,into {I8m

The entire acmdent was seen by the
Alber’ton ferryman  (Mr. T. Rachow).
He rushed: to the crashed plane but it
‘was +burning  so fiercely .that he was
shelnless’-‘ to assist' the trapped victims.

«Hes to the nearest telephone and
l,ﬁ.lsed the ‘alarm.

Until the current was turned off the
watg;' in the river was charged from
the end of one of the broken high
tenslon ‘wires and restricted the
efforts. of the first rescuers to throw
\watet,at the flames.

" IThe poles carrying the current from
Brlsbane for the electrification: of
the ‘South Coast townslrups are about
60 ft. high.

The ambulance together Dr. K. R.
McG-regor, left Beenleigh for the
scene of the crash about 12.45. i/

B
i







TYPIST SEARCH

DISASTER

Amphibian Crashes At

Alberton Ferry

BRISBANE CONSTABLE
AND AIRMEN KILLED

F

OUR lives were lost in the search for the missing Brisbane typist,
Miss Marjorie Norval, when a Royal Australian Air Force Seagull

amphibian crashed at Alberton Ferry, near Beenleigh, yesterday.

The victims—three Royal Australian Air

and a Water Police constable—were:—

Flying Officer MAX J. WIBER, 22
Newecastle.

Force officers

single, of

Aircraftsman ERIC A. EVERETT, 24, single,

Canterbury, Sydney.

Aircraftsman ALBERT ERNEST MILNER, 37,

married, of Melbourne.

/

R Parex .34

Water Police Constable GEORGE ROBERT
YOUNG, 43, married, of Wilston, Brisbane.

The machine struck high tension cables across the Albert |

|

River, swerved, crashed through mangroves on the|
riverbank, and ploughed into a canefield.
It burst into flames immediately, as the petrol tanks!

smashed. and it was impossible t
clear. But for the fire they mig

o get the Onn:wmimm
ht have survived, be-

cause of the soft ground on which the machine crashed.

“ ,Pmdéuw the crash as she hit
the ground everything

&

-straight up, sending black smoke
high in the air,” said one witness
of the tragedy.

“They were flying terribly low,
and often you could see them only
,,iz,ocm& the trees,” said another.

. “Every one seemed quite happy
when the machine passed over our
pome, and I waved to them,” said
Miss Mary Hamel, whose father’s
~property is about a mile from the scene.
{Some one in the machine waved back
lo me, and a few minutes later I heard
e bang, and almost immediately fire

came up from the bank.

We raced
was |over, but all we saw was the blazing
quiet for a second, and then there|fire as the flames leaped up.

It was
was an explosion and flames shot | errible.” :

It was the first flight in Queensland
in which Aircraftsman Grainger, who

is the

photographer of the R.A.AF.
iparty, had not taken part. '

“The first time T've missed!” he ex-]
claimed, as he reached Alberton yest( -

day afternoon.

Aircraftsman T. J. Callen, anotl
member of the crew, also did not te
part in the flight.

Although it was not .Constal
Young’s first flight, he was not e
thusiastic about the trip. However,
moment before climbing into the coc
pit he remarked, ‘It should be :
right, These Air Force boys knc
how to handle their planes.”

\



The amphibian was engaged
ipon a search of bay

nd rivers, where the body of the

issing typist might have been
placed.

Leaving Archerfield aerodrome
shortly after noon vesterday, the

machine headed directly to Redland
Bay, fled a few miles south to the
mouth of the Albert River, and then
followed the course of the stream in-
land.

Travelling low above the water, it
had covered less than 10 miles along
the river when it fouled the high ten-
sion wires, carried away about 50ft. of
the half-inch copper cable, swerved to
the left, and crashed through the man-
groves which line the bank Dbefore
ploughing deeply into a canefield. It
burst into flames immediately.

A number of residents of the dis-
ltrict rushed to the wreck, but although
|the occupants of the plane could be
{seen no one was able to approach
close enough to drag them free, as
the flames quickly mounted 30ft. into
the air,

i In a few minutes the whole of

the plane was enveloped by fire,

¢ A bucket brigade, jed by Pastor C.
Tijenert, of the nearby Lutheran par-
sonage. and Mr. Fred Rachow, son of
rhe Alberton ferryman,

“tically the whole of the fabric had
‘neen  consumed. Portions of the
tmachine were still burning two hours
‘after the disaster.
& The high tension wires into which
‘the machine flew supply current to
‘Beenleigh and adjoining South Coast
centres.

The cables stretch between two steel
towers, about 100ft. hieh. on each side
of the river,.and would be difficult tc
see from a fast-moving plane.

Lacking knowledge of their presence

the pilot of the amphibian apparentls
‘made no effort to avoid them.
' There was a brilliant flash as thi
machine flew into the wires. and con
:Ezma on with a long section of cabl
_mgmovma to its wings while a sheet ©
blue flame leaped up as the trailin;
end of the broken cable touched th
water. )

Wings Torn Off

One of the wing floats of the plan
was torn off, and fell into the rivel
The plane appeared to be under contrc
for another 100 yards, and then Veeres
through the mangroves, snapping of
the trunks like a giant scythe, ane
purying itself in the bank. L

The machine came to rest within
few yards of the water. Trees hat
torn the wings from the fuselage, ani
while the body of the machine sliv
along in a normal position the wing
were badly twisted.

As the amphibian was of metal con
struction it was suggested that the crev
might have been electrocuted when the
hiolh tension wires were fouled. Dr

was .Hoazma:
iout its efforts were futile until prac-

Keith McGregor,
was on the scene shortly

of Beenleigh, whe
after the

foreshores ¢rash. said, however, that the appear:

msoooHﬁUmSoSBmmcmmmmﬁgggSQ.

alive before the machine crashed. m/

| One of the airmen was leaning
forward with an arm protruding, as

’ if to soften the shock of the con-
tact with the ground.

Tragic Task

|
Bodies of the Air Force ommomam,
Smﬂmamuﬁmmawﬁgmi no:mmmcmL

—Leading Aircraftsman G. @wmw:-ﬂ
ger, of Parramatta, New mOzS:
Wales, and Aircraftsman T. J.|
Callen, of Newcastle. 4,

Identification was not easy, for one

of the bodies was burned almost be-
yond recognition, but by names upon
collars, the colour of a few unburned
strands of hair, and a fragment of |
watch strap it was possible to com
plete the task. One officer—probably !
the ﬁ:oﬂl&ma his parachute mﬁmﬁbwﬁ
to his back, and the folds broke into |
fragments as police lifted him care--
fully from the remains of the machine.

Except for the twisted steel frame
the heat reduced the machine and

|
|
|
|
|
|
{

| its contents to fragments.
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ith McGregor, of Beenleigh, wh(
. on the scene shortly after the
sh. said, however, that the appear-
e of the victims suggested they wer
e before the machine crashed.
One of the airmen was leaning
orward with an arm protruding, as
f to soften the shock of the con-
act with the ground.

-agic Task

|
Bodies of the Air Force oﬁmomam*
re identified by their colleagues
Leading Aircraftsman G. Grain-
r, of Parramatta, New moc?,
ales, and Aircraftsman T. u.,.,

llen, of Newcastle.
dentification was not easy, for one|
the bodies was burned almost be-:
nd recognition, but by names upon
lars. the colour of a few unburned !
.ands of hair, and a fragment of|
tch strap it was possible to com-|
.te the task. Omne officer—probably
e pilot—had his parachute strapped |
his back, and the folds broke into|
»gments as police lifted him care--
lly from the remains of the machine.
Except for the twisted steel frame

he heat reduced the machine and

ts contents to _fragments.

it D

The fire-swept wr
the R.A.A.FF. amphibian which
crashed near Beenleigh yes-
terday, killing the four occu-
pants. In the background the

path hacked through the trees
har the nlana we 3 huaetled 40

ckage om*

AIRCRAFTSMAN E. EVERETT,
¢ who. was killed.




