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First_Wirraway in 
Succesisful Test 

2,- 3 - 
Australia's first Australian-madc warplane—Wirraway No. 1— 

made its first flight today, and came through satisfactorily. 

Much faster than any 'plane in 01,2 	WHI1 the first tes., 	):, 

Royal Australian Air Force. and, on snip ny a preliminar> 	• 

specification, the fastest :plane,  in 	the pas.,rd. the Commonwe,,itil 
country, the Wirraway proved by its . pon,tion is confident that the ,i,me will 
flight today that the Commonwealth. I come as well through the 
even besieged, heed not• lack the most that await it before It ea at- i:epteci by 

modern weapons of wait. 	 • ! the Royal Australian Air Force 
With the Fishermen'6 Bend factory 	The Minister for Defence (Mr Street), 

siren screeching, and watched eagerly' thy directors of the.Commonwealth Air-
by the hundreds of men; who had helped craft Corporation and several senior 
to build the plane, the test pilot (Flight,' technical officers of the Royal Austra-
Lieut. H. Ross-Walke•), in his shirt lfan Air Force watched the test. 
sleeves, climbed in and taxied to theJ Wing-Commander L.. J. Vs'ackett  gen- 
south end of the testing ground, 	ma! manager of the Corporation. was 

When he opened the throttle the Win- on the roof with other executivez, and 
raway started fast up 'the field. had its the airborne Wirraway vindicated his 
tail up in, a few yards.. and, although ,  inch,:ment. 
the pilot obviously waas hurling it down 
intentionally, was into the an' in orid 
400 yards. 

T THE FIRST WIRRAWAY of the 100 of this type to be built for the 
I R.A.A.F, by the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation, landing after the 

first test flight at Fishermen's Bend today. The wing flaps can be seen 

In the lowered position. 
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Su-rceessful TE9F,
Aust ra l ia 's  f i r s t  Aus f ra l ian-madc x 'a  rP la  ne-Wi r rnv , 'a  ) '  f ' l c .  l  -

made i t s  f i r s t  f l ,gh t  today ,  and came th rough sa t is f , rc to r i l y .

M u c h  l a s l a r  r h a n  i n J  l ' l , r r .  r n  ! h ' r  \ \ ' , r h  t h c  f i r s l  t e s l  o i  l ;  : r  L r i r i l P  -

n , l v i i - ' a , j . , , " t , " "  A r r  l , ' c
i i , " ' " ; i i " " r ; " .  I ne  l as r .  :  p . i , r , ,  n  r l  "  Comn)on* r " i r  '  \ '  " r r  f  -
c b u n t r v .  r h e  \ t , r r a $ " \  t ) r o ! c I  h !  r l -  r "  .  t . s  c o n h d e n l  l . ' '  l l r  

"  
'  I  L

n i i h i ' i ; d ; t  $ a I  t h e  C o r  , , , r ' r r $ : L ' 1 l  r '  ,  . s  w c l r  r h r o J s n  r r ' "  r ' :  r '  : : : t '
; " ? .  h - e ! e d .  h e e . l  , r ^ r  l a ( k  r l , c  D ' : ' : ' l  r  d ^ - r t  i t  b c l o r e  r r  ' :  "  . l r ' . '  f J
modern r( ; .D. ,ns ol  s?r .  " , .  n ' ! "1 Ausl 'a l 'dn A r  I  "t  w ; i l  r r r "  F r s n e r m . n  !  B c n . l  { a c r o r \  T  '  [ ] i n i . r e r  f o r  D c l " t  c c  ' X 1 ,  S r r c r ' .
s i ren scr | :B*hrna.  and l [atched eagcr l )  rht  r ] r ,ncto|s of  the C'rnnr ' rn$. i l t l i  Arr '
b v  r h e  b u n d r e d s  o f  n ) e r !  $  h r  h l d  t r c L r ' c l  ,  r ' ' i  C o r o n . a t j o n  a n d  r v c r o L  :  c | i  r
t d  b , r i l d  t h e  o l a n e .  h e  t e - l  n r l o l  ' l l j - h r -  r p  n r ' r f " l  a f t i c . r s  o f  r h n  n ' v ' :  A J ' 1 . - -
L i e u t .  H .  B o s I - W a l l . , r ,  i , ,  h r s  . r ,  ' l  l i  '  A i r  F o r c e  w a r c h c  I  l  o
s leeves.  c l imbed in idr l  rAxre. l  lo  rh€ Wira-Commsnder L J \ \ ' . . | i .1r  gon-
s o u r h  c n d  o f  t h e  l e s r i , L !  r r n r r , 1 d .  ' o , a l  m a n a q e r  o t  t h e  C o r l ) o f a l l o n  $ a . i

W h e n  h e  o D c r e d  r h e ,  r l , , o l r l c  i h c  $ ' r r -  o n  t h .  t o o l  $ ' i l h  o $ e r  c x e c u l i v t ! ,  a n o
rawal  star ted fasl  up lhe f i ( , Id.  had i rs th.  a i f iErne Wirrawav I rnd'cr lcd hrs
L i r l  u p  r n  r  f c w  \ i r &  d r ' :  " l r l , ,  

i . ! h  r . l j , n ( . r t
f ie  p i )ot  ohLror.  l . *  wa h l r l r r r r  t r  c tnu r
j n l e n t i o n a l l y ,  { n s  I n t o  t h c  a r f  i n  o r l l r
400 yards.
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GENTLY BY  PILOT 
ON ITS FIRST FLIGHT 

1  (Continued from Page .) 	- 

Treating Wirraway No. 1 with the respect due to a plane that 

had never before left the • ground, Flight-Lieut. Boss-Walker, in , 
the preliminary test today, climbed gently toward the city, turned 
and flew around the port and over Footscray, keeping the engine 
well throttled back. 

• 

He raised and lowered the wheels of 
the retractable undercarriage se.;eral 
times. then lowered his flaps and ap-
proached .over the river for a model 
landing. 

When Wirraway No. 1 had taxied back: 
to the hangar door and the engine had' 
been stopped, the visitors inspected it 
closely, and had pointed out to them': 
the many ways in which it is a great 
improvement on the NA33. the American, 
model. ' 

Factory executives showed them the 
altered engine cowling and air scoop,' 
and. the slight change in the cowling, 
ahead of the pilot, necessitated by 
stalling two guns. 

 

What interested Air Force officials was 
the changed layout inside, providing for' 
every military function possible in such 
a comparatively small plane. 

GUNNER'S SWIVEL SEAT 

A demonstrator sat in the back seat, 
showed how the gunner could swivel it 
round to any desired position, or could 
move comfortably from it to the prone 
bombing position where doors open 
under the fuselage to give him a per-
fect view. 
, The officers particularly admired the 
neatness of the instrument panel, the ar-
rangement for mounting the radio appa-
ratus without wasting space,- and ' the 
interior arrangement of the bomb racks, 
leaving no protrusions to •interfere with 
the plane's performance one its half-
ton or so of bombs' has been dropped. 
• • From the outside, the plane-  looks al-. 
most an exact sister-ship to the- NA33. 
with the same trim workmanlike general 
appearance, the slightly tubby fuselage 

eapracteristie of American lighters, mirk 
qual perfection of detail work.auch aaj 
,riveting. • e 0:4 
',Production of the Wirraway.ls 
to be a record. The first part ,,,as madtY 
only 11 months ago, and erection of the1  
factory began only two years ago. No-
where else in the world, so far as is 
known. has a company reached produc-
tion of both airframes and-  engines so! 
quickly. 

Inside the airframe factory, five of the 
other 99 Wirraways are nearly avmplete.. 
and several MO horse-power Pratt and; 
Whitney Wasp engines, largely built in' 
Australia already have been tested. 

FASTER PRODUCTION 

Extensions nuw being made to both 
airframe and engine factory will allow 
an accelerated rate of production. 

Directors of the company who watched 
the test today were the chairman tMr 
H. G. Darling), Sir Cohn Fraser. Sir 
Lennon flaws, Messrs. Essington Lewis, 
M. L. Baillieu, Arnold Julinson and L. 
.1. Hartnett. 

The plane was flown a second time 
this afternoon. 

"An amazing achievement," was the en-
thusiastic comment of Mr • Street after 
he had seen the machine in the air. 
."1 feel intense pride and giatification at 
the excellent evidence that Australia has 
again proved that her workmanship ie 
equal to the hest," added Mr Street 

"The machine flew for the first time-
and answered all tests with complete 
satisfaction. At the factory they will 
show you a. phomgraph taken in Febru-
ary, 19:17. The factory site was then 
hare sand. Now—only two years later—
they have the machine flying. 

"iWthin that time they have erected 
the factory, made modifications of the 
machine. made arrangement,  with the 
North American company. air: now have 
machine:. no the• productloil line ancl one 
of them working. 

—n u , order for 100 'Nil rriw;oy,.:. will he 
delivered on :etql1N11111. within 12 Nonni), 
1 suppme is one of the Quickest 
production .tohs of its kind ever done—
two yearn from site to flight."  

274.31 

Wirraway Makes Good 4,-.1-s 9. 

Impression In Test Flight 
IN the presence of the Minister for Defence (Brigadier 
1  Street) and the directors of the Commonwealth Air- 

craft Corporation, Wirraway No. 1, the first all- 
Australian-made warplane, took to the air at Fisher- 
men's Bend yesterday. 

Piloted by the company's test pilot (Flight-Lieut. Boss-
Walker), the- Wirraway climbed easily after a run-off of 400 
yards and circled the factory amid the cheers of 1000 employees 
as it set out on its first test flight. 

As is usual un a first flight, the plane stayed in the air for 
little more than a quarter of an hour. Flight-Lieut. Boss-Walker 
reported that it had behaved splendidly. He indulged only in 
straight flying and a few gentle turns to test the main controls. 

OTHER rigorous trials await the: "Within that time they have ercctea 
Wirrawa before it is officially !the factory, made modifications to the 

handed ever

y
to the Rol Australian 

!design of the machine. made arrange-
ya   ments with the North American cont- 

Air Force, but Air Force officers who 
were present have no doubt that she pany for its production and now have 

will pass all with flying colors. The  machines on the production line and 

plane will not he delivered for some one of them working. It is a world 

weeks. record," 
lialVE, other Wirlaways. of the 1041 
-`• ordered by the Government arc 
almost completed and a fir-4 batch 
of four or Ilve may be handed over 
together In a formai ceremony. 

A NEWSREEL CAMERA  MAN 
making pictures of the first all- 
Australian war plane. the Wirraway 
No. 1, during the test flight at 

Fishermen s Bend yesterday. 

Extensive additions being made to 
the factory will allow a greatly accele- 
rated rate of production during the 
next few months anal the full order 
will be delivered before the end of 
the year—well ahead of schedule. 

Expressing his satisfaction with the 
corporation's achievement. Mr. Street 
said further big orders awaited it when 
'ail the Wirraways were completed. 

'Progress In Two Years 
"1:T ia an amazing ..Thu.svernent," said 

Mr. Street. "AL the factory they 
will show you a photograph t,ttc.ri in 
February, 1937. The factory site was 
then hare sand. Now—ailly t year.9 
later—they have the iii.teloi)c 

• 

Mr. Street added that the Wirra-
way was excellent evidence that 
Australia had proved again that 
her workmanship was equal to the 
best. 

i  E l t l r , - t  I  ? r l t .a ).  v I  -_rI

(Continucd from Page t.) .' '. i- 1" '" t
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GENTLY BY PILOT
ON ITS FIRST FLIGHT

21-  5 -  t?

Trca f ing  Wi r raway No.  I  w i th  the  tcspe. t  due to  a  p lane tha t  i
had  nevcr  be fore  le f t  the .ground,  f l igh t 'L ieur .  Boss-Walker ,  in  ;
thc  p re l im inery  tes t  today ,  c l imbed gent ly  tovard  the  c i ty ,  tu rned
and flew around the port and over Footscray, keeping the engine ri

we l l  th  ro t t led  back ,
I Ie ra ised arrd lo*"re6 1Lu *1.ru. ' .  ot

lhe re l rnctable un<lercarrrage ser jera I
0mcs.  rnen lowercd his f l .ps and ap-
Proicned ov€!  the rrver ior  6 mooel
randlng.

When Wirrawey No. I  had raxied backr
to lhe hanger door rnd t } le enr.n€ haq
been stopped. the visrtors rnsD;cred it
c losely.  and had poinred out  16 them
the many ways in which r(  is  a srel t
improvemenr on thg NA33. rhe Amei ic.n,
modct .

:;i"'oJi'"tion ot rh. wirrswby L friouoai
to f,e A rccord. The first Dai! ,,{-\ Drr{10!
gnly t l  months a8o,  snd 6r?ct ;on oI  rho.
I rcrory bcgnn onlv two years &8o. No_:
$ne.€ c lne ' r '  lhe wor)d.  so fsr  ss i ! l
xnown. has l t  company red(h€d oroduc-,
t ron.of  both &ir f remcs and engines sol
q u r c k i y .  I

lnsrdc t Ic  n.r f . im€ factorv,  f ive of  lhe
otber:Xl  W,rr . 'wavs ar€ near ly qomel, , rc.
a- ' 'd  sevcrol  lJ ,  horsc-F,wer Prata &D. l
W h i t r r e y  W a s l '  c n g r n e s .  l a r e c l y  h u i t r  r n
Austrr l iu  ! l rcJdy h!ve L{{n rcsr ld.

, FASTER PRODUCTION
_ E : r t r r r , u r r s  n u w  l , c t n g  m a d c  t o  h , , t h

t i r l r d ! " c  r , r ( l  e n X i | l e  f a c t o r y  $ i j l  a l l u w
!11 a(cc le r , , l ( l  . ra le  o f  p roducUon.
.  u r rc ( lo rs  r , '  r c  cornprny  whr  wnr ( t , . J

l r r €  l c s t  r o J J v  s e r e  r h e  c h a r , m . , n  ( M r
I I .  C .  D , ' f l r ' r 8 )  S . r  C o l i l  F r a * r _  S r r
I rnnun R. ,ws .  Mcr rs .  E \ \ inaron  te* ,s .
M. - -L  B  l l reL t ,  Arno ld  J ! l ,naun ,nd  L

.The_phne w!3  f fown a  se(wnd ! :  . ' c

. 'An  amaz jng  ach ievemenl , "  was  rhc  cn-
l n u s ' r s t r c  c o m m c n L  o f  M r . s l r c c r  d t r ( t
n €  n i , d  s c c n  t h e  m a c h . r r .  I r  L L e  d r r .
. l  t e c l  , n r e n s e  n r i d .  a n d  x , , , r  l t ( i l r , , r  d r
l r ' e  o x t { l l € n l .  c v i d c n c c  r h a r  A u s r r r t r ;  l , d r
i . E a r n  p r o r c ( r  l h a t  h e r  q o f t L d , , s h r o  r t
c q , h r  I o  t h (  b e s t . ' a d d c . t  ; \ 4 r  S l r c c L' r h c  

m r c h r n r  f l e \ ^ ,  f o r  l n c  t r r s t  r r n , c
.n .1  -aDcwcrcd  a l l  t cs t - .  q , r rh  com2lc re
serLsrec l ron .  A t  the  f rc lo ry  the !  w i l l
s t row vou a  pho lo r r . l l ) t r  l l kcD rn  ! -cb fu .
F fy ,  l9 :17 .  T tc  t rc lo ry  s i re  s ,as  th r , r
l , . , r c , i , n d .  N o w < , n l !  t N .  \ c . , r s  l i l c r -
L r " . l  r r j , v c  t h .  n r r c h i | l c  f l f i r r r' i W l h i n  

t h a t  t i m c  t h . t  h , , ! .  c r c c r e d
lhc  tacrorv ,  mt rd€  modr f i (a t , , ,n \  o f  lL !
, rnch ,n . .  mrdc  i r r .n r :cmc l l .  s , i lh  thc
N o r t h  A m c r i ( r D  i a ,  , t , : , | \  r , r . :  I o u ,  I A ! .
n r n r h r " . s  o n  t h .  r ) r { l l u c l  r , , r  1 r J , .  a , r d  . r ' c
o f  1 l ' ,  r j  q ' . ' r k r r !

.  1 t , ,  , , , . i c r  t , , r  ) ( ) l r  \ \ , r  , r q . r y r .  $ , l l  t { .
d . l r ! c f . r l  o r )  s h . 1 t r l . . s L r h r n  l 2  l l , , , r t l r r
I  $ , ,0 ' , , )sc  lh rA r (  . ' r c  o l  th .  q ! rck i : ^ t
p I / r luc r r , ,n  r , 'hs  n t  r l r  k , r 'd  cver  dor |c -
luo  ) . r$  f ronr  6 i tc  to  f l rshr , "  \ '

. t

. , 1

. i
I

I
l
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leavinB no protrr.rsiorrs r" tnrcrfeie- wirtj
tbe plane's pcr f ( , rnrar)ct  once jLs hr l l -
ton or  so o(  bonbs his bccn druppet i

t r '^m l l te outs id€,  th.  p lane_ looks at-

Wirraway Mahes,Gogd
Impression In Test Flight

lN the presence oI the Minister lor Detence ( Brigadier
L Street) and the directors ol the Commonutealth Air-

cralt Corporation, Wirrauay No. I, the l irst aII-
Australian-made uarplane, tooh to the air at Fisher-
men's Bend yesterday.

Piloted by thc compitny's tcst pilot (Flight-Lieut. Boss-
Walker), thc.' Wirraway climbcd casily after a run-ofl of 400
yards and circled lhe lactory amicl the cheers of 1000 employees
as it sct out on its f irst tcst f l ight.

As is usual on a {l lst {l ight, thc plane staycd in the air for
Iitt le more than a quarlcr of an hoLrr. Flight-Lieut. Boss-Walker
rcportcd that it had behaved splendidly. Hc indulged only in
straight [ying and a [c'rv gcntle turns to test the main controls,

QTIIEn rigolous lriirls Jwait drg' . "wiLhin thal timc lhcv hlec ercclco

Wirrawav before it is ofliciallylrhe 
factorv' mrde modificatiorls !o lhe

handcd ove,r ro rhe Royar Auslraria; ] lH.J ;l,ffi :'.T:,tr. ffi:"fl'tfi:Air  Forcc,  but  Air  Force, , t l rLcrs lvho
were prcsent  hJvc no doubt th.st  she 

pdn{ Ior  16 proouct ion tnq now oave

wit t  pL" i t t  * i t t ,  t t " i , ' i l  
" " i , * .  

n i ;  mtrch' r r ' !  un *re product ion l ine al 'd
pLrne wr l !  not  l )c  d l l iv ; : rcd ar)r  somo onc of  rhcm workjng l t  b a worLd
weeks.  i record.  

'

l i lVE , ' rhcr  tVrrr , r* . r r r  oI  rh.  100 J l t r .  \ r rH.r  !dded. lhrr  thc Wlrrr -_  o r , l L r , , i  h r  l h r  c , , ! r r r . I ' , , r r  & c  $ n J  \ r l r  c r c c l t ( n t  e v l d c  c c  t l | s t
r lnro ' r (  cunrpl t l , .d or id r  r i r t  bJ(ch Au\(r ' l l r t r  lLd Droved ' I ! ln  thr t
ol l.,ur or llvc oruy l,e hlndd ov€r I hcr sorkmrnship \do! cqud to thc
iofethc. ln i lornurl ccn:nrony. ' bcst.

A NIiIISIIEEL CAiUgItA MAN
hrrk l , r8 l ic turcs of  thc f i6t  e l l -
Austt'irlftrr wor plnrre, thr lVlrratvry
No. l .  dur lnR the tcst  l l lsht  I } t

Flshcrncn'!' Ecnd rcstcrdeJ.

Extcu. ive dddr$ons b€,rB mado to
lhe lactory wi l l  s l low a $c"! ly  nccelc-
rated rate o l  productron dur ing the
dert few months {n.i thc tull order
will b€ dchvcrcd bcforc lhe end of
the year-'rell al:earl of schedulc.' 

Expressine his s.llirsf,rction v,'ith rlre
corporatron's achievcr,nrrr .  [1f .  Screer
3 3 i J  f u r t h c r  b : g  o r d e r s . ' w d i r e J  i t  w h e r ,

ja l l  the lVirmwuvs wcrc complered.

- r rogress ln  I  wo f  ears
ll--
" T T  ' i  r n  

"  
' r , z r " ;  '  r ' .  . . . .  i . t . i i  . : : , r o^ .  ] l r  S L r c e t .  ' A t  l . r  ' . , .  : u . !  t h ,  y

w r l t  s l r J w  y o r l  r  l ) t  l i i . ; r , i t , l  . . L ! . n  . n
Fcbrulry.  l9:J7.  Tl re fu( tor \ '  : i ro $:rs
thcn brrre s ind Nos,- , r r l r  i  ' ,  v , : r r "
l r ter- [h, ]y hrve rh. '  r \ . r .hrLrr  , l rLr i !

i, t;|



WirrowaY!,.,-3?  
No. 1 Now  
Being Armed 

Wirraway No. I will soon semerge 
again from the Commonwealth Air-
craft Corporation's factory, fully 
armed and ready for military use. 	, 
The preliminary flight tests last week 

were undertaken without military 
equipment, as they were solely to en-
able the technical staff to examine the 
plane's flying eharacteriAties. 
1 Because the service equipment, in- 
eluding three machine-guns, will always 

part of the plane's load when in use w ith the Royal Australian Air Force, 
ilaetaerr in position,undertaken with this g   

Tests 	will probably be 	resumed 	to- 
ward the end of next week, but it Ia 
unlikely that the official 	handing-over 
ceremony will take place for 	about 	a 
month. By then the second plane may 
be in the air. 

-7426-J 

11.1“11T-1112.1.1'. 1311S1s; 'WAIT-Si:It• test pilot tat Ike Coinnionueriliii Air- 

	

craft lirrouriiiiiri. inspeciiirg [lie i.rii ref 	 No. I, first Airsiraliaii- 
buil( lighting ntnrhiuc , ttl Fishernieri'. 'trod vi- h•rii.ty. Test flights were 

matie again yesterday and arc litaly us caniinue for same %seeks. 

21.3.?",  

WIRRA WA Y STILL 
BEING TESTED 

First Delivery When 
Six are Ready 

Auriralian Air Form wpm-
' tors have out yet completed thelt 
cheek of Wirrawit3 No, 1 at the Com-
rowei•ersitit Aircraft ('...orponition.ti the. 
tory at Fishermen's licod. 

th , 	 1,eurr 	done. dui 

ntaekuur .:! 	1.111 -01......11:11 revere tair 
wrIihriv equipment. 

	

arri 	 ilrat lint deliveriat 
wtll hr 111,161 	v, III 	All Force until 

	

baud of 	W11"1.0.V.,,, 

WOLI;(1 li.r11. 	 ' II1L II and any 
1 ■■• i'neetVet 

}1.01t 	lnl 	11. 	?1,- .1". 	1,1:t ed 

trr ,.lrltlt,y 	V:11, In 	:11.:.1!{11114 	.1 . 	1...ivcrton. 

3 1. 3. 39  

Aza' j

Wirrqwsv
No. ! N;,7"
Eeing Armed
._-Y_, '?yl t  

No.  I  w; I  toon c,r . .ss.9: , rn r ro|n the Cohr,onw€i l th Ai ._
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