irst Wirraway
uccessful Test

' 51~ 3-89
~ Australia’s first Austraiian made ‘warplane—Wirraway Mo
made its first flight today, and came through sahsfacfnriiy.

1o

Much faster than any ‘plane in the With the first test. of 15 nonnte.—
Royal Australian Air Force. and, on simply a preliminary fLighi—satotactordy
specification, the fastest plane 1in the ' passccl, the Commonweslth Auviabl Cor=
country, the Wirraway proved by its. poration is confident that the plane
flight today that the Cammanwealth, | come as well through the riporous L
even besieged, heed not. lack the m:m‘lhan await it before 11 s accepled by
modern weapons of war, "the Rowval Australian Air Force

With the Fishermens Bend factory The Minister for Defence (Mr Strect),

siren screeching, and watched edgul) the direclors of the Commonwealth Air-

by the hundreds of men who had helped c¢raft Corporation and  several senlor
to build the plane. the fest pilot (Flight-'technical officers of the Royal Austra-
Lieut. H. Boss-Walkep), 1 his ahlrtl‘lrm Air Force watched the test
sleeves, climbed in and 1axied to the Wing-Commander L. J. Wacketr gen-
south end of the tesung ground, reral manager of the Corporation. was
When he opened the, throttle the Wir- on the roof with other executives, and

raway started fast up the ficld. had s the airborne Vnrra\.\a)’ vindicated  his

tail uF in.a few yards, and, althoughiitdzment.
the pilot ohviously was hnl(lmn it down
intentionally, was into the air in only)|

400 yards.

THE FIRST WIRRAWAY of the 100 of this type to be built for the

F%-A-A-F. by the Commonwealth Aircratt Corporation, landing atter the
tirst test flight at Fishcrmen’s Bend today. The wing flaps can bc seen
In  the Iqwercd position.
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GENTLY BY PILOT

ON [ITS FIRST FLIGE‘!T

113 I (Conlinl.;ed from Page 1.) W :.« A

Treating Wirraway No. 1 with the respect due ta a plane that !
had never before left the ground, Flight-Lieut, Boss-.VValker, in -,
the preliminary test today, climbed gently toward r]:ne city, turr!ed X
and flew around the port and over Footscray, keeping the engine

well throttled back. = -

He raised and lowered the wheels of

the retractable undercarriage several
times, then lowered his faps and ap-
roached .over the river for a model
anding. \

When Wirraway No. 1 had taxied back:
to the hangar door and the engine had'
been stopped, the visitors inspected it
closely, and had pointed out to them'
the many ways in which it is a great’
improvement on r.hr; NA33. the American,
model. ; e }

Factory executives showed them the
altered engine cowling and air scoop,
and the slight change in the cowling.
ahead of the pilot. necessitated by in-’
stalling two guns, / :

What interested Air Force officials was
the changed layout inside, providing for
every military function possible in such
a comparatively small plane.

GUNNER’S SWIVEL SEAT ‘!

A demonstrator sat in the back seat,
showed how the gunoer could swivel it
round to any desired position, or could
move comfortably from it to the prone
bombing position where doors open
under the fuselage to give him a per-
fect view. C . :
. The officers particularly admired the
neatness of the instrument panel, the ar-
rangement for mounting the radio appa-
ratus without wasting space,- an¢  the
interior arrangement of the bomb racks,
leaving no protrusions Lo dnlerfere with
the plane's performance onge its half-
ton or so of bomhs has been dropped.

From the outside, the plane looks al-
most an exact sister-ship lo the. NA33,
with the same trim workmanlike general
.appearance, the slightly tubhy fuselage

@racleristic of - American fighters, and
lequal perfection of detail work ruch as!
riveting, b4 Vo ¢
“:Production of the Wirraway-is believvdh
to be a record. The first part was madd
only 11 months ago, and ecrection of tha£
factory began onlv two vears ago. No-
where clse in the world, so far as is
known, has a company reached produc-
tion of both airframes and engines so!
quickly. '

Inside the wirframe factory, five of the:
other 89 Wirraways are nearly complete,!
and several 530 horse-power Pralt and:
Whitney Wasp engines, largely built in!
Australia already have becn lested, !

FASTER PRODUCTION

Extensions now being made 1o both
airframe und engine factory will allow
un_acceleraled rate of production.

Dircctors of the company who watched
the test today were the chairman (Mr
H. Darling), Sir Colin Fraser, Sir
Lennon Raws, Messrs. Essinglon Lewis.
M. L. Baillieu, Arnold Johnson and L.
J. Hartnett. L

The plane was flown a second tiune
this aflternoon,

“An amazing achievement," was the ¢n-
thusiastic comment of Mr - Street alter
he had seen the machine in (he air.
.1 feel intense pride and giatification at
the excellent evidence that Australix has
again proved that her workmanship id
equal 1o the best” added Mr Street.

“The machine flew for the first time.

and answered all tesis with comolete
satsfaction. At the factory thev will
show vou a. photograph taken in ¥Februs

ary, 1937, The fuactory site was then
bare sand. Now—only two years later—
they have the machine flving .
“iWthin that time thev hive erected
the factory, made modifications of the
machme, made arrengemente with  the
North American company, ane now have

machines on the production Line and one
of then working.

“The orvder for 3K Worawinvs will be
delivercd on schedule within 12 aonths,

1 suppose this s one gf the quickeat
production jobs of its kind ever done—
two yeart from site to flight” -
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Wirraway Makes Good

F-339.

Impression In Test Flight

IN the presence of the Minister for Defence (Brigadtfzr
Street) and the directors of the Commonwealth Air-
craft Corporation, Wirraway No. 1, the fu-st- all-
Australian-made warplane, took to the air at Fisher-
men’s Bend yesterday. .

Piloted by the company’s test pilot (Flight-Lieut. Boss-
Walker), the- Wirraway climbed casily after a run-off of 400
yards and cireled the factory amid the cheers of 1000 employees
as it set out on its first test flight.

As is usual o a fivst (light, the plane stayed in the air for
little more than a quarter of an hour. Flight-Lieut. Boss-Walker
reported that it had behaved splendidly., He indulged only in
straight Hying and a {ew gentle turns to test the main controls.

(IHEN ruesous i sweslh Dl 0 C e e Aahans 10 1

Wirraway before it is nmcmnyidesign of the machine, made arrange-

handed over to the Royal Australian! oo o e North Amecican cobi-
Air Force, but Air Force ollicers wﬁoipdny to lis: prodiiction -and: Ba Have
were present have no doubt that she ™ - ; :
will pass all with flying colars. The:Machines on the production line and

plane will nat be delivered for somae: 9R¢ O_f_"-h‘-’m working. It is a world
weeks. jrecord, )
]“IVE other Wirtaways of the 10 1‘ Mr. Street added that the Wirra-
© ordered by the Governnient are | wany was excellent  evidence that
|
|

almost completed and a first buateh Australla had proved agaln that
of four or live muy be handed over her workmanship was equal to the
together In a formal ceremony. " best.

Lt

A NEWSREEL CAMERA MAN : ’ e e
muking pictures of the first all- s
Australlan war plane, the Wirraway
No. 1, during the test flight at
Fishermen's Bend yesterday.
Extensive addittons being made to
the factory will allow a greatly accele-
rated rate of production during the
next few months and the full order
will be delivered before Lthe end of
the year—well ahead of schedule.
Expressing his satisfaction with the
corporation's achievement, Mr. Street
said further big orders awailed it when
(fall the Wirraways were completed.

‘Progress In Two Years

"IT i5 an amazing achievement” snd

Mr. Street. "Au the fuctery they
will show you a photosraph taken in
February, 1937. The fuctory =site was
then bare sand. Now—anly ¢ o, yoeuras
later—they have the machine

i.j;ul,{.
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Wirraway

J1-%a¢
No. T Now

Being Armed

Wirraway No. 1 wil| soon emerge
again from the Commonwealth Air-
craft  Corporation’s factory,  fully
armed and ready for military use

The preliminary flight tests last week
were  undertaken without military
cquipment, as they were solely ta en-
able the technical siaff (o examine the
plane's flving characteridtics,
| Because the scrvice equipment, in-
cluding threc machine-guns, will always
lbe part of the plane's load when in uge
‘fwith the Royal Australian Air Force,
ilater tests will be undertaken with this
‘gear in position,

Tests  will probably be resumed to-
‘ward the end of next weck, but it is
unlikely that the official handing-over
ceremony will take place for about s
menth. By then the second plane may

be in the air,
FLIGUT-LIEUT. BOSS WALKEKR, test pilot fon the Commonwealth Ajr- 3 3'3?
cruflt Carpuration, inspecting (he tail of Wirramins Na. 1, Iiest Austradion-

butlt highting machine, y Fishermen's Bend yecrerday,
made uyain yoesterday and are likely 1o

29. 3. ??

Test fhights were
continue for some weeks.

. . - -7
WIRRAWAY STILL
v A Yoy ;
BEING TESTED
4- 4 -23
First Delivery When

g ) )

Six are Ready
OYAL Auarulinn Air Foree inspee-
tars kEave not vet completed thele

check of Wirrawny No, 1 at the Com-
monwealth Arrernflt Corporntion’s fac-
tory nt Fishermen's Bend.

When o i bheen done,  the
Machinne wil b put Uirough severe alr
tests witlhe foll mhitary coupment, .

It Lo nor copected that hirat deliverias
will e 1o the Al Foree untdl
0obidten ol wse Wirtaways s ready, This
wotia larm o vpeTaliog, o and any
siadler mbees wouly oo e cflecuve
for LFE s es,

Toe bt fligint tor tie piew plunes
probindey o willi b stahiones o Laverton,

4.9. _gj



