AIR CRASH AT
CANBERRA.

—_—

MAN KILLED.

PLANES COLLIDE.

LORD GOWRIE AND MR.
FADDEN ON SCENE. -

CANBERRA, Friday.

When two R.A.A.F. planes collided
and crashed near Government House,
Canberra, this afternoon, both pilots
(one of whom was flying sole) para-
chuted to safety, but Corporal Wil-
liam Barry Ramsay, 36, married, of
Redfern, crashed with his machine
and was killed, . ; Gde e L

In Government House, the Governor--
General, Lord Gowrie, the Acting Prime
Minister, Mr. Fadden, and the Chief of
the Air Staff, Air Chief-Marshal Sir
Charles Burnett, heard the crash and
ran to the wrecked planes.

The pilots, who were admitted to the
R.A.AF. hospital with shock, were Fly-
ing-Officer Barry Mortimer Cox, 25,
married, of Reid, A.C.T., and Pilot~
Officer Alan Rupert Baster, 24, married,
of Braddon, A.C.T.

Officlally announcing the crash to-night,
R.A.AF. Centra] Headquarters stated that
about 5.5 p.m. Pilot-Officer Baster, flying solo,
took off from Canberra aerodrome and flew
westward into the sun. Still climbing, he
apparently lost sight of three aircraft which
were returning from Narrandera. About 2,000
feet ahove Red Hill, near Government House,
his plane collided with the plane on the left-

and side of the formaticn, which was flown
] Flying-Officer Cox, with Corporal Ramsay

crew. Baster and Cox left their aircraft
by parachute, but Corporal Ramsay was
| elther pinned in by the crash or knocked uns
\ conscious.
| _Lord Gowrie, Mr. Fadden, and Sir Charles
Burnett were at Goverriment Heuse when the
| collislon occurred. Just after they heard the
‘crash, Captain L. S. Bracegirdle, military
secretary to the Governor-General, ran into
the room and said that two aircraft had
I coJlided almost overhead.

} PILOT TAKEN TO YARRALUMLA.

T Lord Gowrle and Mr. Fadden ran several
hundred yards to one plane, which had
crashed near a woolshed.

As they arrived, Pilot-Officer Baster landed
nearby. He was rushed to Government House
in a utility truck.

Sir Charles Burnett ran to where the other
plane had crashed, in a pine forest. He
found Corporal Ramsay dead in the machine.
Flying-Officer Cox had landed not far away.

Corporal Ramsay was born at Cessnock.
He was a motor driver hefore he joined the
permanent Air Force as a fabric worker in

being posted to other squadrons.

Flying-Officer Cox was a share broker’s clerk
before he joined the service in Fehruary last
year. He went to Cranbrook School and
Sydney Grammar School. He was well known
as the skipper of a 28-footer which raced in
Sydney Harbour and in ocean events.

Pilot-Officer Baster was a proof-reader on
the Melbourne “Argus” before he joined the
Alr Force last April. He attended Box Hill
High School, Victoria.
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| death of Corporal William Barry Ram-

| PLANE COLLISION
. DEATHLL

" Sun in Pilot’s Eyes.

_CORONER'S FINDINGS
" POSTPONED.

|

CANBERRA, Tuesday.

The Canberra coroner, Lieutenant-
Colonel J. T. Goodwin, postponed his
finding at the inquiry to-day into the

say, 36, who was killed when two

ovex: Government House, Canberra, on
April 4. The Inquiry was adjourned to
a date to be fixed.

to see the evidence tendered to the Air Force
lng'ulry, as well as the findings of that inquiry.

I am not competent to say on the evidence
whether there was any deliberate contraven-
tion of regulations governing flights,” he said.

flights at different levels and I t

ev%depce on that point."' 'wan, oF e

Police witnesses said that when Ramsay’s

body was found near the wreckage of the

gll-lxhrég 13&:1“(:}1 he vgas 2 passenger, his para-
open an ar it w t:

o ol vl part of it was tangled

“TERRIFIC CRASH.”

Flying-Officer Barry M. Cox, who had Ram-
s&y with him in one of the planes, said that
he was flying in formation at about 2,000
fegt when the collision occurred. '

: 'I"dxd not see anything before the colli-
sion,” he said. “There was just a terrific
crash when the other plane collided with
me. I fell forward and hit my head on

was spinning to the ground without one wing.
I said; ‘We'd better get out of here.’ gI
?‘?g’g’eg the slide and fall out. I did not
Pilot-Officer Alan R. Baster sald that he
was flying solo in a south-westerly direction
when the planes collided. Becauss of the

| three planes in formation.

June, 1937. He served at Richmond before

sun in his eyes he was unable to see the
After the -
lision his machine began to spin, andage
could not correct it, so he baled out,

R.A.AF. planes collided and crashed |

Lieutenant-Colonel Goodwin said he desired |

“There must be some regulations governing [

something, and then I found that the plane |
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CANBERRA, Tuesday.

Evidence that a member of
the R.A.AF. had dled with a
partly opened parachiite at-
tached to him was given at
an inquest here today. .

The parachute tangled in the wreck-
age of a plane that crashed near Gov-
ernment House, Canberra, on April 4,
after colliding in mid-air with another
R.AAF, machine.

Two other airmen parachuted to
| safety.

Today’s inquest was on Corporal Wil-
llam Barry Ramsay, who was killed in
the crash,

Flying-Officer Barry M. Cox said
that he was flying in formation with
two other planes at 2000 feet.

“] had Ramsay as a passenger,”
he said, “I didn’t see the other
plane. I only heard the {errific
crash.

«1 fell forward and hit my head on

was spinning without a wing.

“T called out ‘We had better get out
of here.’ Then I opened the hood and
half fell out. I didn't see Ramsay.”

~ Sun_ Glare

Pilot-Officer Alan R. Baster sald he
was flying solo, and because of the sun
could not’ see the other planes. i

“The first thing I knew was when
the collision occurred,” he said.

“After the collision my machine
started to spin. I couldn’t stop it
so I baled out.” .

James Oldfield, an employee of the
yDepartment of thc Interior, sald he
(saw the wing of the single plane touch
/the wing of the outside plane in the
. formation of three.

He ran to where the plane in which
Ramsay was & passenger had crashed.

“The plane was burning. There was
a body a few feet away with a Eartly
opic(ained parachute attached to it,” he
sald.

'. Police Satisfied

was satisfied the parachute was in
order, but that Ramsay had not been
able to get clear of the falling plane.

Lieut.-Col. Goodwin adjourned the
inquest until he had seen the results
of the Air Force inquiry into the col-
lision. ‘

“I am not competent to say on the
evidence whether there was any de-
liberate contravention of the regula-
tions governing flights,” he sald.
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Parachute |
Part Open

something. I realised that the machine|

Sergeant Balily, who assisted the}
‘Coroner (Lieut-Col. Goodwin), said he|

Fatal Mid-Air Collision Of
Camouflaged Planes Described

From Our Special Representative

CANBERRA, Thurcday.—The Canberra air collision on 2May 4 In
which Carporal Barrs Ramesav, 36, was killed, was described by the
Coroner (Coionel Goodwin) today as having been caused by a set of
circumsfances which might not occur again in a lifetme.

There aas no eiidencs of peglizence miles an roar when spddenly, fiving
y anjonre. he caid. A lnding ol acci- at the « nde  and coming
denital death xux rerarced cirajgh' omard him. he saw another

Ramsay jumped ®hen the olane in plane onit aboutl 150 yards away.

*hich he =ax travelling cnll
another bu'. acrording o earil
dersce Ly Squadron [eader
it apprared that he d.4 not

“1 immeciatelt pushed the controls
Fard 'o the left and backwards. but
1. mith'n a recond I heard the oncoming
plarie coilide with another plane about
ritpeord of his parachute in 307 amat ‘rom e’ e xaid :

Remsay wax in a plane aith Pliol- Piiot Ofeer Pader said that atl the
Officer RBaster aben it coilided =l a ime of t(he wnpact b2 T7° ‘.:vo:l:m;
wcond plare mhirh mse part of oA ar 130 mles an hour and because O
formatinn of three headed by FIVINZ the sunthile did not see the oncoming
Officer Fyarne with Pikd Ofcer Pank plane uwh! br actuaily collioed with it

on :hr' mizht ard Pilet Offcer Cox on
the kit HEC[LD 7.3 THURS
1S4

Evidence was ziven todav that all
the planes were camoyflaged (o blend
‘inte the sky and bright sunshine made



