
AIR CRASH AT 
CANBERRA.  

PLANE COLLISION 
DEATH. 

MAN KILLED. 
PLANES COLLIDE. 

LORD GOWRIE AND MR. 
FADDEN ON SCENE. 

CANBERRA, Friday. 
When two R.A.A.F. planes collided 

and crashed near Government House, 
Canberra, this afternoon, both pilots 
(one of whom was flying solo) para-
chuted to safety, but Corporal Wil-
liam Barry Ramsay, 36, married, of 
Redfern, crashed with his machine 
and was killed, 
In Government House, the GovernOr-

General, Lord Gowrie, the Acting Prime 
Minister, Mr. Fadden, and the Chief of 
the Air Staff, Air Chief-Marshal Sir 
Charles Burnett, heard the crash and 
ran to the wrecked planes. 

The pilots, who were admitted to the 
R.A.A.F. hospital with shock, were Fly-
ing-Officer Barry Mortimer Cox, 25, 
married, of Reid, A.C.T., and Pilot-
Officer Alan Rupert Baster, 24, married, 
of Braddon, A.C.T. 

Officially announcing the crash to-night, 
R.A.A.F. Central Headquarters stated that 
about 5.5 p.m. Pilot-Officer Baster, flying solo, 
took off from Canberra aerodrome and flew 
westward into the sun. Still climbing, he 
apparently lost sight of three aircraft which 
were returning from Narrandera. About 2,000 
feet above Red Hill, near Government House, 
his plane collided with the plane on the left-
and side of the formation, which was flown 

Flying-Officer Cox, with Corporal Ramsay 
crew. Baster and Cox left their aircraft 

by parachute, but Corporal Ramsay was 
either pinned in by the crash or knocked un. 
conscious. 

Lord Gowrie, Mr. Fadden, and'Sir Charles 
Burnett were at Government House when the 
collision occurred. Just after they heard the 
crash, Captain L. S. Bracegirdle, military 
secretary to the Governor-General, ran into 
the room and said that two aircraft had 
collided almost overhead. 

PILOT TAKEN TO YARRALUMLA. 
Lord Gowrie and Mr. Fadden ran several 

hundred yards to one plane, which had 
crashed near a woolshed. 

As they arrived, pilot-Officer Baster landed 
nearby. He was rushed to Government House 
in a utility truck. 

Sir Charles Burnett ran to where the other 
plane had crashed, in a pine forest. He 
found Corporal Ramsay dead in the machine. 
Flying-Officer Cox had landed not far away. 

Corporal Ramsay was born at Cessnock. 
He was a motor driver before he joined the 
permanent Air Force as a fabric worker in 
June, 1937. He served at Richmond before 
being posted to other squadrons. 

Flying-Officer Cox was a share broker's clerk 
before he joined the service in February last 
year. He went to Cranbrook School and 
Sydney Grammar School. He was well known 
as the skipper of a 28-footer which raced in 
Sydney Harbour and in ocean events. 

Pilot-Officer Baster was a proof-reader on 
the Melbourne "Argus" before he joined the 
Air Force last April. He attended Box Hill 
High School, Victoria. 
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Sun in Pilot's Eyes. 
CORONER'S FINDINGS 

POSTPONED 
CANBERRA, Tuesday. 

The Canberra coroner, Lieutenant-
Colonel J. T. Goodwin, postponed his 
finding at the inquiry to-day into the 
death of Corporal William Barry Ram-
say, 36, who was killed when two 
R.A.A.F. planes collided and crashed 
over Government House, Canberra, on 
April 4. The inquiry was adjourned to 
a date to be fixed. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Goodwin said he desired 
to See the evidence tendered to the Air Force 
inquiry, as well as the findings of that inquiry. 

"I am not competent to say on the evidence 
whether there was any deliberate contraven-
tion of regulations governing flights," he said. 
"There must be some regulations governing 
flights at different levels, and I want to hear 
evidence on that point." 

Police witnesses said that When Ramsay's 
body was found near the wreckage of the 
plane in which he was a passenger; his para-
chute was open and part of it was tangled 
In the wreckage. 

"TERRIFIC CRASH." 
Flying-Officer Barry M. Cox, who had Ram-

say with him in one of the planes, said that 
he was flying in formation at about 2,000 
feet when the collision occurred. 

"I did not see anything before the colli-
sion," he said. "There was just a terrific 
crash when the other plane collided with 
me. I fell forward and hit my head on 
something, and then I found that the plane 
was spinning to the ground without one wing. 
I said; 'We'd better get out of here.' 	I 
opened the slide and fell out. 	I did not 
jump." 

Pilot-Officer Alan R. Baster said that he 
Was flying solo in a south-westerly direction 
when the planes collided. Because of the 
sun in his eyes he was unable to see the 
three planes in formation. After the col-
lision his machine began to spin, and he 
could not correct it, so he baled out. 
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CANBERFA, Friday.

When two R.A.A.F. planes collideil
and crashed near Government House,
Canberra, this afternoon, both pilots
(one of wlrom was flying solo) paro-
chuted to safety, but Corporal WiI-
Iiam Barfy Ramsay, 36, marpied, of
Redfeln, crpshed with lris rnachine
and was Billerl.
In Government House, the Governor-

General, Lord Gowrle, the Acting Prime
MiniSter, Mr. Fadden, and the Chief of
the Air Stafr, Air Chief-Marshal Sir
Charles Burnett, heard the crash and
ran to ihe wrecked planes.

The pilots, who were admitted to the
Ii.A.A.F. hospital with shock, were Fly-
ing-Officer Bary Mortimer Cox, 25,
married, oI Reid, A.C.T., and Pilot-
Offlcer .tlan Rupert Baster, 24, mairled,
of Braddon, A.C.T.

Ot0clally &nnounclng the crasb io-nlght,
R.A.A.F, Central H€a,dguarters stated that
about 5.5 p.m. Pilot-Offcer B&ster. flying solo,
took ofi from Canberra aerodroFe and flew
wesiward tnto the sun. Sblll climblng, he
Epperently lost stght of three sircraft, whlch
wore returnlng from Narrandera. About 2,000
feet ahove Red Hlll, near CovernmenL House,
hls plane colllded wlth the plane on the left,

Aand slde of the formation, whieh was flown
n ffylng-Officer Cox, with Corporal Ramsay
ry crew. Bester &nd Cox left their aircraft
by parachute, but corporal Ramsay was
elther pinned in by the cra^sh or knocked un,
consclous.

, Lord Gowrle, Mr, Fadden, and'Sir Oharles
i Burnett were at Goverriment House when tho
! collislon occurred. Just after they heard tlre
crash, Ceptaln L. S. Bracegirdie, militery
secretary to the Governor-Gcneral. ran lnto
the room and satd that two alrcraft hed
cqllided almost overhead.

PIIOT TAKEN TO Y.ARRALUMLA.
Iord bowrie end Mr. Fadden ran severat

hundred yards to ose plane, $'blcb had
creshed near a woolshed,

As they arrived; Pilot-Ofrcer Baster. landed
nearby. I{e wa.s rushed to Government llouse
irl a utility truck.

gir Charles Burnett ran to rvhere the other
plane had crashed, in a plne forest. IIe
found Corporal Ramsay dead in the machlne.
Flying-Omcer Cox had landed not far away.

Oorpor&l Ramsay was born at Cessnock.
He was a motor driver before he Joined the
permenent .lir Force as a febric worker ln
J.une, 193?. He served at Richmond before
beihg posbed .to other squadrons.

Flying-Ofic€r Oox was a share broker's clerk
before he joined the service in February last
year. He went to Cranbrook School and
Sydney Grammar School. He was wel: known
as the okipper oJ. a 28-footer which raced 1o
Sydney Harbour &nd ln ocean events.

Pllot-Omcer Baster rvas a proof-reader on
the Meibourne "Argss, bEfor€ he Jolned the
Ali Force last Aprll. He attended . Box Hill
Htch School, Vlctorla.
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CANBERRA, Tuesday.
The-Canberra doroner, Lieutenant_

Colonel J. T. Goodwin, postponett hls
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1aY, 36, who was killed wtren 
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R.A.A.F. planes collided ,"0 .."rfruj
over_ Government House, Canberra, onApril 4. The lnquiry was adJourned to4 date to be fixed.
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Parachute 
Part Open 

CANBERRA, Tuesday. 
Evidence that a member of 

the R.A.A.F. had died, with a 
partly opened para,chute at-
tached to him was given at 
an inquest here today. 
The parachute tangled in the wreck-

age of a plane that crashed near Gov-
ernment House, Canberra, on April 4, 
after colliding in mid-air with another 
R.A.A.Fr machine. 

Two  other airmen parachuted to 
safety. 

Today's inquest was on Corporal Wil-
liam Barry Ramsay, who was killed in 
the crash. 

Flying-Officer Barry M. Cox said 
that he was flying in formation with 
two other planes at 2000 feet. 

"I had Ramsay as a passenger," 
he said. "I didn't see the other 
plane. I only heard the terrific 
crash. 
"I fell forward and hit my head on 

something. I realised that the machine 
was spinning without a wing. 

"I called out We had better get out 
of here.' Then I opened the hood and 
half fell out. I didn't see Ramsay." 

Sun Glare 
Pilot-Officer Alan R. Baster said he 

was flying solo, and because of the sun 
could not see the other planes. 

"The first thing I knew was when 
the collision occurred," he said. 

"After the collision my machine 
started to spin. I couldn't stop it 
so I baled out." 
James Oldfleld, an employee of the 

Department of the Interior, said he 
saw the wing of the single plane touch 
the wing of the outside plane in the 
formation of three. 

He ran to where the plane in which 
Ramsay was a passenger had crashed. 

"The plane was burning. There was 
a body a few feet away with a partly 
opened parachute attached to it," he 
said. 

Police Satisfied 
Sergeant Bally, who assisted the 

Coroner (Lieut-Col. Goodwin), said he 
was satisfied the parachute was in 
order, but that Ramsay had not been 
able to get clear of the falling plane. 

Lieut.-Col. Goodwin adjourned the 
inquest until he had seen the results 
of the Air Force inquiry into the col-
lision. 

"I am not competent to say on the 
evidence whether there was any de-
liberate contravention of the regula-
tions governing flights," he said. 
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Fatal Mid-Air Collision Of 
Camouflaged Planes Described 

From Our Special Representatise 

CA\BFftR1. Thurstiai.—The Canberra air collision on May 4 in 
which Corporal !tarry Ramsay:  34. ISVI killed. was de Bribed by the 
Coroner (Colonel Goodwin) today as having heen caused by a set of 
circumstances which might not occur again in a lifetime. 
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\ Police Sotisfied

Flvlns-Offlcer BarrY M. Cox sald
that ne" was flylng ln- formatlon wlth
fwo other planes a-t 2000 feef.
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