
A20 - le() 

t! CRASH PTO - SEA 
f t  

R.A.A.F. Man  

1 

MELBOURNE, Monday.—Ser-
geant John Stuart Padman, 28,: 
formerly of Balaclava, South 
Australia, is believed to have 
been killed when a two-seat_ 
R.A.A.F:  service aircraft crashes: 
into the sea off Laverton durin 
exercises to-day. - 

Pilot-Officer Frederick Arthu. 
Watchorn, 20, formerly of Frank-
ston, swam ashore and was ad- 
mitted 	

:. 
 to- hospital in a serious 

but not dangerous condition. 
A bulletin issued by the Department 

of Air to-night said that Sergeant 
Padman was missing. believed killed.' 
but did not give any details of the 
crash. 

Sergeant Rachman enlisted in the 
 in February. 1940; Pilot-

Officer \Va.:thorn enlisted in Mel-1 
bourne last November, and was corn- . 
rnissioned in July. Both men are • 
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One Missing 
In Air Crash 

MELBOURNE, Monday.—An 
Air Force plane from Laverton 
crashed into the sea, near Wil-
son's Promontory, during ex-
ercises today. 
The observer, Sgt. George Stuart 

Padman, 28, formerly of Balaklava, 
South Australia, is reported missing, 
believed killed. 

The pilot, Pilot-Officer Frederick 
Arthur Watchorn, 20, formerly of 
Frankston, Victoria, was injured, but 
,swam ashore. 

An Air Department bulletin says ' 
was admitted to hospital in a seri. 
'but not dangerous, condition. 
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Vain Search For 
Missing Airman 

MELBOURNE, Tuesday.—No 
trace has been fcund of Sergt. 
J. S. Padman, observer, who 
has been missing since an 
R.A.A.F. plane crashed into the 
sea off Wilson's Promontory 
yesterday. 
The plane crashed in Bass Strait, 

not far from the east side of the rocky 
Promontory. 

Rescue parties today found the plane 
some distance from the scene of the 
crash, They marked the spot with a 
buoy. 

The pilot of the plane, Pilot-Officer 
Watchorn, of Melbourne, who was ad-
mitted to hospital withAerious injuries, 
was flown to Laverton i ospital today, 

Despite injuries, W.1:,chorn swam 
some distance after the crash. He was 
picked up by two Army men in a rowing 
boat. 

• 
Nearly "Done In 

The soldiers said they saw the plane 
dive into the sea. The observer jumped,, 
out. 

1 The plane hit the water. As the 
'splash subsided, I saw a -tan swimming 
'weakly," said one of th ' soldiers. 

"We rowed over to 1 im and pulled 
him into the boat. He was nearly done 
n," he added. 
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I  Austlal ia-, is b3l iet 'ed to have ,'bee : i  
k i l i ed  n 'hen a  two-seate i  .

i - . " . -i  i ( .A.A.f '  serr iee aircraf l  crasheC
: into the sea ofi Layerton during 1
e>:ercises lo-da]-.  .

I MELBOURNE, Monday.-€er-
: gear:t Johl Sluart padman, !8.
iformerly of Balaciava, Solifil

I  Pi lot-Oficer Fredelick Arthur ,
\&eLchorn .  20 .  io rmer i r '  o !  F rau i<-  :

s ton ,  sq 'gm as l to l 'e  and \ ias  ad-
r r r i t led  i i1  56* rp i ta l  in  a  ser iou :
bu l  no t  Cange l 'ou . :  conc i ; t ion .

A br i l ie i ! l )  i s , .ued br  i i te  Drpar ln )en :
o I  - { i r ' . 0 - n i 3 i t t  s t c  t l t s :  S e r g € R n 1
Paciman iras nl:s:: ltg. b.:j ie.,-ed l i i l led.
bui did not gi ', e s-i l: '  a'riaiis ot i i t:
( - t  3 : l l

S : rsean i  FaCt rar  c i i lL i ted  in  :he
R . A . . { . F .  l r  F F ! : . , t r : . . ' .  1 g + i j ;  p i i o i  -
Offcer \1'a:clto;n e:tl is' led in trIel-
boLlrr:e lr;.st \ l{ l\€mber. and sas coni-
r r : . . . i , - .1 , -d  in  - I i l ] ' .  Eor l i  n r^n  e ie
. : l l i s ie -

The plane cfashed !n Bars stfaft.

FliJ?|ffi ttrre east' sldc or tuc Porr
Il€scuo partles todav found the pbne

some distance from the sc€n6 ol tJr6
crash. They marked tho spot vlth a
DUoy.
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trace,has been
J. 8. Padman
has 'been

yesterday.
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MELBOURNE, IVIONdAY.-AN i
Air Force plane .from Laverton i
crashed into the .sea. near Wii- I
*son's Pronrontory, during ex- j
ercises Eoclay. 
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rfrHi*,1*f i'l;,,fF*u X:e'il,,i!H,:l i
fr3ilj1_.^li.i,!:fi|a, is r'epo-rte,r iiiiiling, i
.  The pi lot,  Pl lot-Off lccr FrorJcrlck
lrfhur. tvatchorn, ZO, iornr" i iu"- i i i ,

i;3il{r#,i;r.yicboria, was tnirrrcci, bub j
I Arr Air..Dcpartmot.)t bulleltn $n\..s ":w4.6 admrtterl {.o hospital ln a se.ri,
JDut noE oangerous, condjilon.
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