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]6——THE SUN, Thurs., Dec.

T

Z S S 2
INETEEN WIRR WAY TRAINERS — like the one
above — will fly over the city between 12.30 and
: 1 p.m. today to mark the end of their 19 years’ service with
; ~¢the RAAF.

The last RAAF cadets to train on Wirra-
ways will get their wings at Point Cook on
December 10. . s

“In future, cadets will do their ‘basic train-
ing in Winjeels and their advanced training
in dual Vampire jets at Pearce, WA. ezl
© The Wirraways will be disposed of by the
Department of Air. . Ty
- Wirraways, although - ontdated by then,
were used as fighters against Japanese Zeros
when New Guinea was invaded in World War
§ | O : . ; .

e e

K

THE WIRRAWAY TRAINER, which made its exit from the R.AALF.

yesterday after 19 years’ service, is well remembered by two of the

men first associated with it. =~ Group Captain G. D. Marshall (eft),

one of the first R.A.AF. pilots to test the aircraft, and Squadron |

Leader D. Paul, one of the first engine fitters, both took part in
the farewell fly-post.
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'SALUTE BY
 OLD-TIMERS

" Many men in the streets raised their hats today
as 19 Wirraways—one for each year of service—
made a farewell fli

ght over the city that gave them

The Wirraways — Australian-built RAAF trainers that
fought Japanese Zero fighters during the Pacific war —
wiil end their RAAF career next Wednesday. HE

They have been replacéd by Australian Winjeel basic trainersé

and Vampire jet trainers.

Today — gexcept for
civil airliners - — = the
= Wirraways..- had-- the
lunchtime sky:to' them-
selves.
By special permission of
the Department of Civil
“Aviation, they flew at 1500

ft,

‘Up St. Kilda-rd. they
went, round the city area
and finally above the line
of Bourke-st.

Out in front was a soli-
stary Wirraway, flown = by
=the Air Officer Command-

ing Pt. Cook, Air Commo-
dore W. H. (“Bull”) Gar-

ing. R
- Then, in; threes, flew 18
others.” "' - ]

Many of the pilots had !
long memories of the Wir-
raways” 19 years of service.

They included the _com- .
mandant of the RAAF !
College, Group Captain D. :
W. Colquhoun, and Group
Captain I. F. Rose, of the
RAAF Staff College :

Group Captain J. Mar-

shall, a RAAF = technical
officer was formerly a test
pilot. :
. Squadron- Leader H. D. !
Parnell, now. a technical !
officer, flew in one plane as .
passenger. e {
He first flew in a Wirra-
way as a passenger with
the present Chief of Air
Staff, . Air Marshal Sir
Frederick Scherger, who in
1939 made the first deliv-
ery flight of a Wirraway
from CAC to the RAAF. |

Parnell 'was then Sir |

Frederick’s mechanic. H
: Other planes were flown |
by RAAF College cadets.

i
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END OF AN ERA as two of Queensland’s last
Wirraway trainer planes, descendants of the
R AA.F.'s first World War Il fighters, taxied
past a line of new supersonic Sabre jet fighters
at Amberley Air Force Station yesterday on
their last service flight to a southern base.
They will be converted to civil use as crop-
x dusting aircraft.
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FINAL PARADE. — Nine-
teen Commonwealth
Wirraways at R.A.A.F.
Point Cook before the
recent flypast over
Melbourne to mark the
trainer’s withdrawal from
regular service. Operated
by the R.A.A.F.for19 years,
the Wirraway has been
replaced by the D.H.
Vampire T.33 and T.35.
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