
611 WIRRAWAYS 
ON ORDER 

• 	 
To Cost £8,000,000 
The Federal Ministry has placed orders 

for more Wirraway aircraft from the 
Commonwealth Aircraft factory, raising 
the total orders now to 811 machines, 
costing nearly 8,000,000. 

Announcing this last night, Mr. Menzies 
said that the new orders were in addi-
tion to those placed by the War Cabinet 
last week. 

He said that the new orders had been 
placed because existing conditions indi-
cated it was unlikely that aircraft pro-
mised from oversee would be available. 

His announcement indicated that these 
Wirraways will take the place of the 
Fairey Battle aircraft that were to have 
been supplied by Britain for bombing 
and gunnery training, and which, since 
the latest developments in Europe, the 
British Government has indicated it is 
unable to supply. 

Simultaneously with this decision the 
Ministry has instructed its buying com-
mission in the U.S.A. to explore even the 
most unlikely avenues that might supply 
the types of machine that Australia re-1 
quires.. 

Results are not encouraging, but, from 
reports received, Ministers are hopeful; 
that they will be able to obtain from 
American sources plant and equipment 
that will extend aircraft production in 
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PRODUCTION OF Australian war planes is being accelerated at the Coin 

monwealth Aircraft Factory. Top picture: Artisans at work on the fuselage 

of a Wirraway before covering with fabric. Lower picture: Spraying the 

R.A.A.F. identification marks on a Wirraway in the paint shop. 
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At the official handing over of the Wirraways (left to right): Messrs. M. L. Baillieu 
and H. G. Darling, the Hon. G. A. Street, M.C. (Minister for Defence), D. McVey 
(secretary of the Department of Supply and Development), the Hon. R. G. Casey 
(Minister for Supply and Development), Messrs. Essington Lewis and L. J. Hartnett, 

Sir Lennon Raws, Wing-Commander L. J. Wackett and Sir Colin Fraser. 
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ON July 10, 1939, the first fighting 
planes built in Australia were 

delivered to the Royal Australian Air 
Force by the Commonwealth Aircraft 
Corporation Pty. Ltd., at Fishermen's 
Bend, Port Melbourne. In the 
presence of Commonwealth Ministers, 
Air Force officials, directors and 
executives of the Commonwealth Air-
craft Corporation, three Wirraways 
took off for Laverton, where they are 
undergoing service tests. 

Five planes were lined up in front 
of the assembly department when the 
official party arrived at the Corpora-
tion's factory at noon. 

Four of the planes took the air in 
an impressive formation flight, demon-
strating a turn of speed and general 
performance that delighted those 
present. On this flight the machines 
were flown by Wing-Commander 
F. R. W. Scherger, Director of 
Training of the R.A.A.F.; Squadron-
Leader P. G. Heffernan (Command-
ing Officer, No. 1 Squadron) ; Flight-
Lieut. R. E. Hitchcock; and the Cor-
poration's test pilot (Flight-Lieut. H. 
Boss-Walker). 

The official party included the 
Minister for Defence (Brigadier the 
Hon. G. A. Street, M.C.), who said:  

"This is a memorable and historic 
event, and I think the production of 
these machines is a remarkable 
achievement"; the Minister for Sup-
ply and Development (the Hon. R. G. 
Casey, P.C., D.S.O., M.C.); the 
Minister for Civil Aviation (the Hon. 
J. V. Fairbairn); and the Assistant 
Minister for Supply and Develop-
ment (the Hon. H. E. Holt). 

Other members of the party were: 
Air Vice-Marshal S. J. Goble, Wing-
Commanders J. C. Russell and W. H. 
Anderson, Major Coleman and Major 
Lanslow, representing_ the Air Board; 
and directors of the Commonwealth 
Aircraft Corporation Pty. Ltd., Mr. 
H. G. Darling (chairman), Sir Colin 
Fraser, Sir Lennon Raws, Messrs. 
Essington Lewis, F. M. Mitchell, 
M. L. Baillieu and L. J. Hartnett. 

Prior to lunching at the factory, 
the official visitors were escorted by 
Wing-Commander L. J. Wackett 
(manager of the Corporation's fac-
tory) on an inspection of the engine 
department. 

Specially strengthened for dive 
bombing, and armed with three 
machine guns, the Wirraways are 
capable of performing every service 
function. 
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At right: Four Wirra- 
way planes flying in 
formation over the test- 

ing ground. 

R.A.A.F. 
TAKES OVER 
FIRST WIRRAWAYS 
The photographs on this page were taken at the Commonwealth Aircraft 
Corporation Pty. Ltd. testing ground, Fishermen's Bend, Port Melbourne, on 
July 10, 1939, when representatives of the Commonwealth Government formally 
took delivery of the first three completed Australian-built Wirraway planes. 
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Employees at the 
Commonwealth Air,  
c r a f 1 Corporation s 
factory  eagerly 
watched the perform-
ance of the planes. 

At right: The Minister for 
Defence (Brigadier the Hon. 
G. A. Street) inspects one of 
the Wirraways with Wing- 
Commander L. J. Wackett 
(manager of the Common- 
wealth Aircraft Corporation 

Pty. Ltd.), at left. 

At left: The four Wirraways 
lined up for inspection on the 
Commonwealth Aircraft Cor- 
poration's 	testing 	ground 
made an impressive picture. 
They furnish convincing proof 
of the functioning of Aus- 
tralia's newest and most 

complex industry. 

At right Four Wirrc-
wcy plcrnes llying in
Iormdlion over lhe lest-

ing ground,

ffi.A.A.F.
TAKES
Fgffi$T WIRRAWAYS
The photogrcphs on this pqge were tcrken qt the Commonwealth Aircrcrlt
Corporction Pty. Lid. testing ground, Fishermen's Bend, Port Melbourne, on
Iuly 10, 1939, when representqtives oI lhe Commonwecrlth Government lormcrlly
took delivery oI the lirst three completed Ausirclicn-built Wirrawqy plqnes.
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Employees qt the
Commonweollh Air
crql l  Corporcl ion 's
I d c t o r y  e a g e r l y
wqlched lhe perlorm.
cnce oI lhe plcrnes.

At right: The Minister lor
Delence (Brigcrdier the Hon.
G. A. Stree0 inspects one of
lhe Wirrcways with Wing-
Commonder L. I. Wccketl
(mcnoger oI the Common-
weqhh Aircrqlt Corporcrtion

Pty. Lrd.), at lefr.

At lelt: The lour Wirrcrwcys
lined up Ior inspeclion on lhe
Commonweqlth Aircrqll Cor-
porqlion's tesling ground
mcde crn impressive piclure.
They lurnish convincing prool
oI the lunclioning oI Aus-
lrqlicr's newesl cnd most

complex industry.
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PRODUCTION OF THE REMAINING WIRRAWAYS to be delivered to th 
advanced. These machines, photographed yesterday on the assembly line at 
tion's factory at Fishermen's Bend, are gradually taking shape. It is expected • 

will have been completed by the end of the 

irraways Tested 
No time has been lost by the Royal 

Australian Air Force in commencing ser-
vice tests with the three Wirraway mach-
ines delivered by the Commonwealth Air-
craft Corporation. They were taken to 
Laverton immediately after the handing-
over ceremony on Monday, and yester-
day they were taken into the air by 
selected test pilots. The trials will be 
divided into two divisions to ensure that 
the machines are fully capable of fulfil-
ling their functions as general purpose 
military aircraft. Technical experts will 
make detailed examinations of their fly-
ing capabilities and handling, armament, 
signals and navigation, and will report 
on their use for photography. Flying 
trials will include three types of loading 
and observations on ground handling, 
taking-off and landing, stability in flight 
and stall, diving, spinning and aerobatic 
tests, controllability and general per-
formance. When the machines have 
been proved satisfactory, and the requi-, 
site crews trained to man them, they 
will be sent to Darwin to form part of 
the general purpose and reconnaissance 
squadron stationed at that base. As other 
aircraft are produced from the factory 
they will be distributed among other 
quadrons. 
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advanced. These machines, photographed yesterday on the assembly line at the Commonwealth Aircraft Corpora- 
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will have been completed by the end of the year. 

i4E(91/ , 
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vice tests with the three Wirraway mach-
ines delivered by the Commonwealth Air-
craft Corporation. They were taken to 
Laverton immediately after the handing-
over ceremony on Monday, and yester-
day they were taken into the air by 
selected test pilots. The trials will be 
divided into two divisions to ensure that 
the machines are fully capable of fulfil-
ling their functions as general purpose 
military aircraft. Technical experts will 
make detailed examinations of their fly-
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signals and navigation, and will report 
on their use for photography. Flying 
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site crews trained to man them, they 
will be sent to Darwin to form part of 
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PICTURES of three Wirraway 
warplanes, which were handed 
over to the R.A.A.F. for accept- 
ance tests yesterday, were taken 
by the general manager of the 
Commonwealth Aircraft Corpora- 
tion (Wing-Commander L. J. 
Wackett) before they left Fisher- 

men's Bend for Laverton. 
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WIRRAWAYS HANDED TO AIR FORCE 
THREE MACHINES FLOWN 

TO LAVERTON 
First Australian - Built War 

Planes For Service 
THE first war planes built in Australia were delivered 

to the Royal Australian Air Force yesterday by the 
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation at Fishermen's 
Bend. 

In the presence of Commonwealth Ministers, Air Force 
officials and directors of the company, three Wirraways took off 
for Laverton, where they will undergo service tests Two other 
completed Wirraways also were inspected. 

THE MINISTER FOR SUPPLY (Mr 
Wirraway war planes. The pilot in 

F. R. W. Scherger, Director 

THE five planes were lined up in 
front of the assembly depart-

ment when the official party reached 
the factory. Inside the doors of the 
actory at least 10 other nearly- 

mpleted machines could be- seen. 
value of the completed planes 

was about £40,000. 
Before three of the machines were 

flown to Laverton there was a demon-
stration flight above the factory 
which delighted Ministers. 

Remarkable Achievement 

THIS is a memorable and historic 
event, and I think the production 

)f these machines is a remarkable 
achievement," said the Minister for 
Defehce (Brigadier Street). 

On the demonstration flight the 
machines took off separately, and 
joined up in the air ty cross and re-
:Toss the Bend and to perform aerial 
manoeuvres. 

Ministers present in addition to Mr. 
street were the Minister for Supply 
tMr. Casey), the Minister for Civil 
Aviation (Mr. Fairbairn), and the 
Assistant Minister for Supply (Mr. 
Holt). 

Casey) on the wing of one of the 
his machine is Wing-Commander 
Training of the R.A.A.F. 

it Board  Represented 
)THER members of the official 

party included Air Vice-Marshal 
.-z J. Goble, Wing-Commanders J. O. 
Russell and W. H. Anderson, Major 
Coleman, and Major Langslow, repre-
senting the Air Board; and Messrs. 
H. G. Darling, Rs.sington Lewis, L. J. 
Hartnett, M. L. Baillieu, and F. M. 
Mitchell, and Sir Colin.. Fraser, Sir 
Lennon Raws, and Sir Alexander 
Stewart, directors of the company. 

The general manager (Wing-Cona-
mender Wackett) guided the party. 

The official party lunched at the 
factory, and inspected the engine 
department. 

Next Task Beauforts 
QUCCESSFITL mass-production of 

Wirraways by Australian crafts-. 
men at Fishermen's Bend gave reason 
f or confide,nce in the outcome of them 
next task—production of BristoL 
Beauforts, said. the Minister for Sup.; 

'ply (Mr. Casey) yesterday. 
I The highest praise was due to 
those associated with the cons 
tion. 
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THREE ACCEPTED. 

First frOm MelboUrne' 
Factory. • 
MELBOURNE, Monday. , ' 

After acceptance flights to-day, the 
Royal Australian Air Force took de-
livery of three Wirraways, the first 
war planes made in Australia. 
The Minister for Defence, Mr. Street, 

said that the delivery of the full order 
of 137 planes should be completed on 
schedule within a year. 

The acceptance trials were watched by an 
official party, which included Mr. Street and 
the Minister for Supply, Mr. Casey. 

Five Wirraways were in line upon the tarmac 
at the landing field of the Commonwealth 
Aircraft Corporation at Fishermen's Bend. 
After an inspection of the five machines, the 
party examined Other machines on the produc-
tion line in the factory. 

Squadron-Leader F. R. W. Scherger, Direc-
tor of.  Training of the Royal Australian Air 
Force, made the acceptance flight in the first 
Wirraway. The exacting tests to which the 
plane was subjected left no doubt that the 
machine had fulfilled the highest expecta-
tions. 

"It is a delightful machine to handle, and 
an improvement on the N.A.33, its prototype," 
said Squadron-Leader Scherger, after iris 
flight. 

Wirraways were then flown solo by Squad-
ron-Leader P. G. Heffernan. Flight-Lieu-
tenant R. E. Hitchcock, and Flight-Lieutenant 
H. Boss Walker, test pilot for the corporation. 
These flights were followed by a formation 
flight of four Wirraways. 

This is a memorable and historic occa-
sion," said Mr. Street, as he watched the 
Wirraways, trim and powerful, roaring over-
head in perfect formation. "7 e production 
of these machines is a great 1..bute to Aus-
tralian workmanship, and is a - eat technical 
achievement in a country whic.: hitherto has 
had no industry of this type." 

"EFFICIENT PRODUCTION." 
"The fact that scarcely more than 15 

months after the manufacture of the first 
components the factory should be in a posi-
tion to make delivery of three fully equipped 
planes is striking evidence of the skill and 
enthusiasm of all those concerned with the 
inauguration of the Australian aircraft in-
dustry," said Mr. Casey, at the conclusion 
of the handing-over ceremony. "During my 
inspection of the works I saw evidence that 
the cycle of production is turning with 
smoothness and efficiency, and that the Royal 
Australian Air Force has now at its hand an 
invaluable adjunct on the supply side." 

The three Wirraways left later for Lavertoa 
for Air Force tests. 

rR.A.A.F. NOW HAS 
WIRRAWAYS 

"Memorable" Day 
Hurtling earthward at terrific speed, 

climbing at a speed unexcelled by 
any other plane seen in this 
country, looping, turning, and 
twisting, four Australian-made 
Wirraway war planes yesterday 
gave a thrilling demonstration of 
their prowess. 
The occasion was the handing over 

ceremony at the Fishermen's Bend factory 
of the Commonwealth Aircraft Corpora-
tion, when the Minister for Defence (Bri-
gadier Street), on behalf or the Com-
monwealth Government. inspected five 
Wirraways, and took delivery of the first 
three of these planes for the 'Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force. 

The official party which included Briga-
dier Street, the Minister for Supply (Mr. 
Casey), the Minister for Civil Aviation 
(Mr. Fairbairn), the Assistant Minister for 
Supply (Mr. Holt), departmental officials, 
members of the Air Board, and directors 
of the Commonwealth Aircraft Corpora-
tion, later saw the three machines take off 
for Laverton for Air Force tests, 

Five Wirraways were lined up on the 
tarmac at the factory's land!ng field when 
the official party arrived about noon. After 
these planes had been inspected an ex-
amination was made of the machines. 
about 10 in all, on the production line in 
the factory. 

Squadron-Leader F. R. W. Scherger, 
Director of Training of the R.A.A.F„ 
piloted the first Wirraway on its accept-
ance flight. The exacting tests to which 
the plane was subjected left no doubt in 
the minds of both the pilot and onlookers 
that the machine had fulfilled the highest 
expectations. 

"It is a delightful machine to handle, 
and an improvement on the NA33, its 
prototype," Squadron-Leader Scherger 
said after his solo flight. 

Wirraways were then flown solo by 
Squadron-Leader P. G. Heffernan, Flight-
Lieut. R. E. Hitchcock, and Flight-Lieut. 
H. Boss-Walker (test pilot for the cor-
poration), followed by a formation flight 
of four machines. 

"Great Achievement" 
"This is a memorable and historic occa-

sion," Brigadier Street said as he watched 
the Wirraways, trim and powerful, roar-
ing overhead in perfect formation. "Pro-
duction of these machines is a great tri-
bute to Australian workmanship—a great 
technical achievement in a country which 
hitherto has had no industry of this 
tYne." 

He added that delivery of the full order 
of 137 planes should be completed on 
schedule within a year. 

"The fact that scarcely more than. 15 
months after the manufacture of the first 
components, the factory should be in a 
position to make delivery of three fully 
equipped planes is striking evidence of the 
skill and enthusiasm of all those con-
cerned with the inauguration of the local 
aircraft industry," said the Minister for 
Supply (Mr. Casey). at the conclusion of 
the function. 

"During my inspection of the works. I 
saw evidence that the cycle of production 
is turning with smoothness and efficiency, 
and that the Royal Australian Alt 
has now at its hand an invaluable sd.1 
on the supply side." 
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/AUSTRALIAN\ 
PLANES 

Deliveries to the 
R.A.A.F. 

Yesterday marked an important day 
in the history of Australian secondary 
industry in general, and aviation in 
particular, when the Royal Australian 
Air Force took delivery of the first 
three machines manufactured by the 
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation. 
The planes, which were officially 
handed over to the Minister of De-
fence (Mr. Street), successfully per-
formed the spectacular acceptance 
tests to which they were subjected. 
It is expected that the total order of 

132 Wirraways will be completed by July, 
1940. Deliveries will be at the rate of 
five a month until September, when the 
rate will be increased. 

Ministers, Air Force officers, and direc-
tors and officials of the Aircraft Cor-
poration watched with interest the per-
formances of the machines. For the 
purpose of the tests- four machines were 
taken into the air and engaged in indi-
vidual and squadron flying. Piloted by 
Squadron-Leader Scherger, Squadron-
Leader Heffernan, and Flight-Lieutenant 
Hitchcock, of the R.A.A.F.

' 
 and Flight-

Lieutenant Boss-Walker, test pilot of the 
corporation, the planes performed all 
types of aerobatics. Technical spectators 
were particularly impressed with the 
speed with which they climbed and, at 
the same time, made spiral turns. After 
the acceptance tests the three machines 
for delivery left for Laverton, where an 
immediate start will be made with the 
severe service tests. 

The Wirraway aircraft is a two-seater. 
general purpose military monoplane. 
fitted with a Wasp 9-cylinder engine, de-
veloping 600 horse-power at 7000 feet. It 
can be used for bombing, fighting, ad-
vanced training, and army co-operation 
work. Its speed is in excess of 200 miles 
an hour. 

After -the tests the official party made 

a brief inspection Of the factory, Fine 
saw about ten more machines almost 
completed. They spoke in the nighest 
terms of -  the progress made since the 
commencement of operations and, in par-
ticular, the development of the engine 
manufacturing plant. It was as recently 
as February, 1937„that the . construction 
of the factory at Fisherman's Bend was 
commenced, and early last year that pro-
duction work was actually commenced. 

The Minister of Defence (Mr. Street) 
described the brief ceremony as one of 
the most memorable and historic occa-
sions in the history of Australia. When 
viewed against the formidable background 
of difficulties and handicaps, the cor-
poration's record of development had 
probably no parallel in modern history. 

The Minister of Supply (Mr. Casey), 
whose duties now include aircraft pro-
duction, said the fact that, scarcely fif-
teen months after the manufacture of 
the first components, the factory should 
be in a position to make delivery of 
three fully equipped planes, was striking 
evidence of the skill and enthusiasm of 
all those.  concerned with the inaugura-
tion of the local aircraft industry. That 
Australian craftsmen, with the assistance 

A of a small group of imported techniCianS, 
could have tackled the task of mass-
producing the Wirraways imbued him 
with the fullest confidence as tot the suc-
cessful outcome of the prodfiction of 
Bristol Beaufort machines in Australia. 
It was a red-letter day in the annals 
of Australian secondary industry. JO 
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WIRRAWAY RAA.F. NOV HAS
PtAl\ES. WIRRAWAYS PLANES

THREE ACCEPTED.\

Hurtllng earthward at terrlf,c speed,
climbing at a speed unexcelled by
any other plane seen in tbls
country, looplng, turning, and
twisting, four Australlan-made
Wirraway war planes yesterday
g,aYe a thrilling demonstration of
their prowess.
The occaslfir was tJre handing over

ceremony at the Flshermenl BeDd tactary
of tbe commonwealth Alrcraft Corpora.-
tion, when tbe Minlster for DeteDce (Bri-
gadier Street), on behsU or t'lre Com-
monwealth Government, inspected flve
Wirraways, and took delivery of the first
three of these planes for tlre Soyal Aus-
tralian Air Force.

T'he ofrciel party whtch txcluded BrEe-
sr Street, the Mt.lrster for Supply (Mr.
$ey). the Mlxister for Clvll Avletton

dier Street, ttie Mlnister for
Casey), the Mlnlster for
(Mr. Fairbairn). the Asslsl(Mr. Fairbairn). the Asslstsnt Mlntst€rfor
supply (Mr. Holt), departme[tol ofrclels,
members of tJre Alr Board. end dlrcctors
supply (Mr. Holt), departme[tol ofrclels,
members of tJre Alr Board, end dlrcctors
of the Commonwealth Alrcraft Corpora-
ttoD, later saw the three macblnes ta,ko ofittoD, later saw the three macblnes ta,ko ofi
for Laverton for Alr Force telts.for Laverton for Alr Force telts.

Five Wirraways were llned r

tbe ofncial party
tarmac at the factory's land.lng tleldwhen
the ofncial party arrived sbout nooD. Atter
tbese plsnes had been lnspected ao ex-
amlnation was made of the mschlnes.
about 10 ln all, on the ploducttoD llne ln
the factory.

-+ . . : ' :

,*Memorable" Day

Squadron-Leader F. IL 
.If. 

Scberget,
Dlrector ol Trainlng of the. R.A.A.F.
piloted the flist Wirrsway on lts sccept-
ance flighf. The exactlng tests Qr wbtcb
the plaie was subJect€d left no doubt ln
the mtnds of both the pilot and onlookerg

AUSTRALIAN\

Delrvenesto the
R.A.A.F.

Yest€rday rnarked an lmportant day
in the history of Australian seconrlary
industry in general, anil aviation in
particular, when the Royal Australi&tr
Air Force took itelivery of the first
three machines ma,nufactured lry tbe
Commonwealth Aircraft Corporatiol.
The planes, which were officially
handed over to the Mlnister of De-
fbncs (Mr. Stre€t), successfully per-
forneil the spectacular acceptancc
tests to which they- were subjected.
It is espected,that the toial order of

132 Wirrarilays will be complet€d by July,
fgto. Deliveries will be at the rate. of
five a month until S€ptember, when the
rate will be increased.
. Minist€rs, Air Force ofncers, end direc-

tors and ofrcials of the Aircraft Cor-
poration watched wiih interest the per-
formances of the machines. For thepurftose of th€ tests. four machlnes wereup ou r,ne

tleldwhen
t&e

vidual and
taken into the air and engaged in indi-

First frbm ilIelhorirne'
Factorv.

.l

. MELBOURNE, MondaY. ''
After acceptance flights to-ttay, the 

'

Soyal Australian Air Force took de-
Iivery ol three I4rlrraways, thc first .
war planes made ln Australi*.
The Minister for Defence, Mr. Streett

said that the delivery of the full order
of 137 planes should be completed on
schedule within a year.

T'lre acceptance trials were watched by an
ofrcial party, which included Mr. Strect and
the Minlster tor supply, Mf. casey.

Five Wirraways were iD line upon the termaa
a! the landing fleld of the Commonwealth
Aircraft Corporatlon at Ashermen's Bend.
After an inspeetion of the flve machines, tJrc
party examlned dther macNnes on the produc-
tion lind in the factory.

Squadron-I€ader F. R. W. Scherger, Dlrec-
tor of. Training of the Royal Australian Al!
Force, made the acceptance flight in th€ f,rst
Wirraway. The exacting tests lo which thc
plane a'as subject€d left no doubt th&t the
machlne hsd lulfiUed tJrc highest expecta-
tlons.

"It ls a delightful machin€ to handle, and
an improvement on the N.A.33, its prototype,"
seid Squadron-Leader Scherger, after fdt
nisht.

Wirraways were then flown solo by Squad-
ron-Leeder P. Cl, Hefiernan, Flight-Iri€u-
tenant R. E. Hitchcock, and Flight-Lieutenant
H, Boss Walker, test pilot for the corporatlon.
These flights were followed by a formatlon
flight ol four Wirraways.

"Thl,s is a nemorable and historic occa-
slon," said lrtr, Street, as he rvatched the
Wirraways, trim and powerful, toaring over-
head ln perfect formation. "T:re productio!
of these machines is a gfeat t:rbute to Aus-
tralian rrorkmanship, and is a ::eat technical
achievement in a country whictr hitherto baa
had no industry of thls type."

..EFF'ICIENT PRODUCTION."
"The fact that scarcely more than 1!l

months after the maJrufa.cture of the flr-st
componenr,q the factory sheuld be in a posl-
tion to make dellvery of three fully equipped
planes, is strlklng evldence of the sklll and
enthusiasm of a.ll those concerned with tho
inauguretion of the Australian aircralt fur-
dustry," said Mr. Casey, at the conclusion
of the handlng-over ceremony. "During my
inspeetion ot tJrp works I saw evidence-that
the .cycle of production is turDlng ndth
s-mooth-ness and efEclency, orld that tha Royal
Austra,Ilan A1r Force has now at its hand an
invaluable adjunct orl the supply side.,'
_ The three Wirraways left later for Lovertoq
for Air Fbrce tests.

I t " 7 - 3 ?,' fbrcr (ac,/r,/c

nying. Piloted by

66Great Achievementtt -
'Thls is s memorable and hlstorlc occa-

slon," Brigadier Strret satd es bc tatcbed
the Ttllrraways, trln and powerful, rar-
Ing oierbead ln perfect ftrmauoD. ..Fo-
duction of tJrese Eacblnes ts a grCat trl-
bute to Australtan workmanrtrtp-o great
lggFnlgal acblevement to a couo@ wlblcb
Ffthglto hs8 had no tndus@ of thb
fype."

-Ee-added tbat deUvery of tbe ful oder
of. 1-31 plsnes sbould be completed on
schedule vlthln a year.

"The fact tlet scarcely uore tho,n. 15

the mtnds of both the pilot and onlookerg
that the machi:re had fulfllled the htsh€8t

months after tlre manutacture of t&e lrst
components, tbe fectory sbould bo tn Ipositlon to_ make delivery of thr€e fully

rt.-7.31: ruL/&an

corporation, the planes periormed ail.
types of a€robatics. Technical spectatorsl
were particularly impres.sed with ther
speed with which they climbed and, at i
tne same time, made spiral turns. Aft€r I
lne acceptance tests the three machinesl
for delivery left for Laverton. where an i
immediate start will be made with the r
severe service tests. I

The Wirra$ray eircraft is a two-seater. i
general purpose military monoDlane.
ntt€d with a Wasp 9-cylinder eneine. de-,
veloping 600 horse-power at ?000 feei. Iti
can be used for bombing, fichti.ne. ad- i
vanced _training, and army co-opeiation
worE, Its speed is in excess of 2b0 mites;
an hour.
, After the .t€sk tbp offcial party madel

Squadron-Leader Scherger. Squadron-r
Leader Heffernan. and fiiieht-Liiutenant I
Hitehcock, of the R.A.A.F,. and FllEhi- j
Lieutenant Boss-Walker, test pilob of 

-the.

:  i - , -  -

s brief lnspection bf the factory, and
saw about ten more machines almqsr

posrflon to m4ke delivery of thr€e fulfy
equtpped planes ls striklDg evialcbce of tha
skill and enthuslasm of aU tbore coD-
cerned witJr the lnaugur&uon of t&c locil
aircraft hdustry," satd the Mtrtster lG
qupply (!f,r. C*y), at ttte concludoD ot
the functlon.

"Durtng my tnspectlon of thc workr;I
stw evldencs that tb€ cycle of produc&ab
ts turning with smootbners atrdedctenct-
and that tbe Roysl Australlsn Atf Fddi
hss now at its hsnd an ,!valua,bl6 adtuit
on tJre supply slde."

"It is a dellghtful machlne to handle.
and an improvement on tlre NA33, tts
prototype," Squadron-I€ader gchergBr
said aft€r hls solo flisht.said aft€r hls solo flight.

Wirraways were then flown solo by
Squadron-Leader P. G. Ilefiernan, Fltght-
Lleut. R. E. Hitchcock, and fuCht-Lleut.
H. Boss-Walker (t€st pUot for the cor-
porailon), fottowed by a formafl,on fllgbt
of four machlnes.

lcompleted. They spoke in the nlghesr
l[errns of-the progress made since ther
lcommencement of operations and. in par-
lticular, the developinent. of the enginei
lmanulaciurlng plant. It was as recentlyi
las lbbruary, 1937,,that the.constnrction I
lof. the factory at Fisherman's Bend wasl
lcommenced, snd early last vear that oro-l
lciuction work wa,s acfually Lommence-d. i
I The Minister of Defence (Mr. Street) |
ldescribed the brtef seremonv as one ofl
Ithe most mehorable and historic occa- i
lslons in tbe history of Australia. Whenl
lvreweal against the formidable backeroundI
lof dimculties and handicaps, the cor-l
lporation's record of development hadl
lprobebly no parallel in modern hlstorv. I
| .The Minister of Supply (Mr. Casay),|
lwnose duties now lnclude aircraft oro.l
lduction, satd the fact that. scarcelv-fif-l
Iteen moDths after the mdnuiactuie of I
I lhe flrst component.s, the factory should I
lbe in I position . to make detiverv ot I
lbhree fuuy equipped planes, war -strikhe i
leudeDce of the skill and enthusi$r[ of I'aII those concerned with the inauEura-l
tion of the local aircraft induritrv. X,foatl
Altstralian craftsmen, wtth the asslstrilscel
ot a -sEall groun ot imported technleien(l

lcolud have tacktred the tAsk of na*Fl
lproducing the Wilraways imbued hInf
lwith the fullest connd€nce .ar to the suc-l
lc€llful outcorne o! the prodfction ofl
lBrlstol Beaufort machhes in. Austrelid.l
lr! was. a red-lett€r. day ln the annabl'ot Austrelian s€eondary industry. I-
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R.A. A. F. G ETS 
WI RRAWAYS 

3 Flown 
To 

Laverton 
The Royal Australian Air 

Force took delivery today of 
the first war planes made in 
Australia. 

At. Fishermen's Bend factory of 
the Commonwealth Aircraft 
Corporation, the Minister for 
Defence (Mr Street) and the 
Minister for Supply (Mr Casey) 
inspected five new Wirraways 
and saw three of them take off 
to fly to Laverton. 

Both Ministers were delighted 
with the demonstration of the 
new .planes. "A memorable 
and historic event," said Mr 
Street. "I think the production 
of these machines is a remark-
able achievement." 

HE Minister for Civil Avia- 
tion (Mr Fairbairn), who 
flew, to the Bend in his de- 

partment's new Percival plane, 
and the Assistant Minister for 
Supply (Mr Holt) also inspected 
the Wirraways. 

When the official party reached the 
factory at noon, they saw the five 
planes lined up in front of the as& 
sembly department — shining, sleek 
and businesslike. 

MINISTERS . IN PLANES 
With they general manager (Whig-

Commander L. J. Wackett) as their 
guide, the Ministers examined the 
planes, sitting in the cockpits and 
studying such details as bomb re-
lease gear and instrument equipment, 

For their 'benefit, one of the cora-
piny's employes sat in the back seat 
of one plane and showed how the seat 
rises .to enable the occupant to swivel 
his-tewfs VIZ around' the sky. 

witlifrceenytanders, Waekett PointIS4- 
ont, the changes in design and con-- 
strtictfort.frons ,• e American-built 
NAp lantr-  rf- Wirra*,„ Yil 
is 'mod 	Pat-  alteratiO 	ih 

 IOC* 
 

=dae:Ar.  
extra . forward- vision of 

121111AUM• 
wl tO 

ey we dCotnpari ed 7 the mem. .f 
bers of the Air Boar 	ir Vice-Mar 
Shad a J. Gobler, 	Comftde 
J. C. Russell and W. IL Anderson, 
Majors Langslow and Coleman (Seers 
taryY — and the directors of Com 
raonwealth Aircraft -- Messrs H. G. .; 
Darling. Essington Lewis, Sir Colin-
Fraser, Sir' Lennon Raws,elir Alex-t 
ender Stewart, Messrs L. J.: Hartnett,', 
M. L. Baillieu and F. M. Mitchell. I 

FACTORY TOUR 
If the planes lined on the concrete 

apron were visible proof that the coun-
try's newest and perhaps most complex 
industry is now functionii:g-, the Min-
isters saw still more convincing proof 
in their short tour through the factory. 

One thing could not be shown. 
Although the engine loaed identi-
cal with the American prototype, it 
can produce 50 extra horse power. 
Through the wide doors of the air-

craft section of the factor: the visitors 
could see a long produc' ton line on 
which skeleton fuselages ot steel tube 
were being "fitted with v. heels, wings 
and engines. • 

At least 10 more mach:nes seemed 
within sight of completior promising 
a production rate of sever al planes a 
week within a few mont-s and de-
livery of the full order or 137 planes.  
—needed for re-equipment of several , 
existing squadrons and several new 
ones—within a year. 

Before the Ministers lunched at the I 
factory they saw the engine depart-
ment. producing—largely from Austra- I 
lian materials—the high-grade 600 
horse-power Pratt and Whitney Wasp 
Junior engines that power the Wirra-1 
ways 
- Production in this department, a 
little more than a year after the fac-
tory began work, is regarded as a great. 
technical achievement in a country 
which has previously pow,.ssed no 
comparable industry 

BEST SEEN 
On their demonstration flight the 

Wirraways were flown by Wing-Com-
mander F R. W Scherger, Director of 
Training of the R.AA.F.• Squadron 
Leader P. G. Heffernan (Commanding 
Officer No. I Squadron), and Flight.' 
Lieut. R E. Hitchcock, and the corn-, 
pany's test pilot (Flight-Lieut. H. Boss-1 
Walker). 

In formation, the low-wing planes 
trimly streamlined with undercarriages 
retracted, looked more impressive than ' 
any service machines ever seen here 
before. Although their performance is 
still undisclosed, it is known that their 
top speed exceeds 200 miles an hour, 
so that they are much faster than any 
previous R.A.A.F plane. 

The extreme ease of manoeuvre of 
the type was evident from the demon-
stration flight. 

The planes took off individually — a 
formation take-off is not practicable 
on the extremely bumpy surface of the 
test drome -- andjoined up in the air. 

Although the pilots had never flown 
together in similar planes before, they 
kept their stations perfectly, crossing 
and re-crossing the Bend. 

THREW THEM ABOUT 
THE Wirraways roared at the ground 

together, and broke their forma- 
tion in the manoeuvre that is generally 
called the Prince of Wales's feathers, 
and then the pilots threw them about. 

One plane did a full turn of an up-
ward roll, and seemed to have some-
thing left at the end of it--something 
that can be done only in a really 
nimble aeroplane. 

Technicians and laymen alike were 
impressed by the appearance of the 
planes as they dived down toward 
the factory. , 

"A barrel on a knife-edge," com-
mented a senior R.A.F. officer. It was 
a perfect description of the machines' 

,,head-on. 

Airst Wirraways 

(Ctaijnued Froisi_ p.t) 

RIGOROUS 
TESTS 

SPECIALLY strengthened for 
diVe-bombing, and armed 
with three machine-guns, 

the - Wirraways are capable of 
performing every service_ function. 

The three machines taken to Laver-
ton included the first built, which was 
flown for. the first time on March 27. 
Since then it has gone through its long 
programme of manufacturer's tests, and 
has been modified in a few, small de-
tails. • 

It, and the two • others, will-- spend 
the next few-  weeks in the hands of 
R.A.A.F. test pilots and technical ex-
perts, undergoing the rigorous accept-
ance tests of the Air Force. 

To save time; the tests have been di-
vided into three parts, for each' of 
which a separate plane will be used. 
One will do flying and performance 
tests, another armament tests, and the 
third radio and photography tests. 

When these are completed. any minor 
changes found advisable will be incor-
porated in all the other planes built. 
It was explained today that such 
changes would be only of a minor 
nature, concerning, perhaps, such de-
tails as the placing of cameras, radio 
sets, or the switches by which the 
bombs are electrically released. 

They will not interfere with the 
normal flow of production through the 
factory, in which more.than 1300 men 
are employed. s  

INDUSTRY'S- GROWTH 
How the Australian aircraft indus-

try has grown' from the date of the 
Governnient's decision that this coun-
try must be independent of oversee 
sources,  of war plane supply. is shown 
in the follewing. time-table:- 
June, 19361 Government announced 

that Broken Rill Pty.. Broken Hill 
Associated . Smelters-. and General Motors-Hialdens Ltd. had formed a 
syndicate to manufacture planes. 
Orient Line,''• Electrolytic Zinc and 
Imperial Chemical industries added 
later. 

January, 19374. Government ordered 40 
planes, of the type chosen by 
R.A.A.F experts after world tour, 
from the £1,000,000 company that 
had then been- formed. 

February, 1937:: :Erection of £100,000 
factory and preparation of test drome 
began on site at Bend. then covered 
by sandhilliti  • ,. . 

November, - .1937: First machine;  tools 
arrived - and company began to re-
cruit skilled:-workmen. 

April, 1938: .200 employes at work: first 
small part produced.  

March, 1939: First Wirraway- fie 
employes by then. - 

July.. 1939:- First three, planes delivered 
- to R.A.A.F:: two- more ready for de- 

livery as soon as Air Force wan 
them: factory- enlarged twieei . ' 
increased reased to 137- planes: anal 

1 2ne workmen PmnInved., 

2 

t
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Laverton
lhs.l Sstal. {ustralian .Air

,Foree tqokdilivery todaY of
the firsl wer planes made in.
Australia.

Al riihitt;'i6n'i Bcnd factory 
'of 

,
ths' Conimonwerltb Aircraft
Corporatlon' thc Minietcr for

- O"fl-"c (Mr Strcet) and the
Minirter.for Supply ( Mr CarcY)
inspectcd 6ve ncs Wirrawayl
and nw tbrec of t[em tale oF
to f,y to l,avcrton.

Both.,Ministers I were delighted
with the dgmonstration of the
new. .plinei. "A memorable

. and historic' event," said Mr
Street. "I think the Production
of these.machines ii a remark''
.ablq abfrigyement," . '

rf-rHE Minister for Civil Avia-
I tion (Mr Fairbairn), who
L new to the Bend in his de'

partmentts 
'new 

Percival Plane,
'and the Assistant Minister for
Supply (Mr llolt) dlso insBected
the Wirrawavs.

When thE ohcial party. reacbed tlre'
{actotT at.noon, they s&w- tr.le uvo
planei lined up ln. trpnt ol tne -osi
Sembly deparlirent - shinillrg' sroeE
and businessllke, :

MINISTERS IN PLANES

;,-FAC[ORY TOUR
If tlce-planes lined on ihe concrete

apron were vlsible proof tlral tJxe coun-
try's new$t d,nd perhaps n:ost complex
iDdustry 16 now functionil:r, the Min-
isters $aw sttll more convrrrcing proof
tn their short tour through the factory.

One thing could not be shown.
Althoush l'lr-e engine looked identi-
crl with'the'Anrerican pfctotype, it
cen.produce 50 crtra ho.se'pgwer. '

Tbougb tlre wide doors of the eir-
craft Fectlon of.tJre factor. the viEitors
could Eee a long produc':on llne on
wlricb stseleton.firselages c'l steel iube
,ryerc belng fitted rvith $treels, wlngs
and eDgiDes.- 

Cr, leist. l0 more macrr:treS s€ened
r|ttHn siSbt.of compleuor -pr-omising,
a nroducuon rabe or sel'errtl pEnes ar
week lrtthin a few montrts 8nd de-:
livan or the full order or 13? planeq,
-nr*ded for re-equipmelrt of several!
exisUng-. sq-uadrons iud :sveral new j
ones-within a year.'-iiroi.i-ffi 

rrlriisteis lunclied at tJrel
factorv t,Lev saw the engit:e alepart- |
ment-pttdticlng-larcely from Austra- !
lisJ:l matcriols-t'he high-qrade 600 I
horse-Dout€r Pratt and Wh:illey Wa,spi
Junior engines ttrat power iire wirra-l

Tffoao"uoo io thls depa:-tment, al
llttle more txran a yeer aftel the fec-,
tory becaD work, ls regarqed as a 8treat
tecimtcal achlevement ln u country
which has PteviouslY Possr:ssed no
comparable tndustrY

' (

RIGOROUS''.

the -.Wirraways are

Since tJren lt bas gone
prograrnma of mariulacturef s
hae been modiied in s few
tails. .- ,.-

On thetu demonstration ffght the
Wirraways were flown bY Wing-Com-
rnander F R. W Scherger, Director oI
Trainlne of the R*+J
Leader P. G. llefiernaD
Ofrcer No. I Squadron

R. Ttf Scherger, Director of
of the RA*{f.; Squaakon
G. Hefieman (Conmanding
). I Squadron), and Flight-'Ofocer No. I Squaalron), end Fught-'

Lieut. R E. Ilitchcock, and tbe com- I
pany's t€st puot (Flght-Iileut. II. Boss- Ipany's test pllot
Walker).

In foraatlon, tJre low-wing planes i
imlv streamlined wlth urdercarrlages
rrd; tad IMLF I  6dF imnrpsslre f .hnn i

INDUSTRY'$ GROWTHtrlmlv streanlined wlth urdercarrlages
retrai:ted, looked more impresslve than i
any service machines ever seen lrerei

rt, ariit

llow tlre Augtrallen aircraft
y has. giownitmm tbe date.try has grown,

Clovemm?nt'B d

elrrraft lndus-
tF.e ,14!S Qlf the

Jun".'
. tJrat

and
Lt* had

any s€
b€fore.

on ttre extremely

tetore. Althouch their performance is
still undisclosed, lt is known that thetr$t.ill undisclosed, lt is Enown tbat thetr
top,.speql exceeds 20O _miles gn hourl
so'that tJrey are Buch faster than any
prevlous R3.A-}' Planq.

frEAxii6iiiie#;;i manoEuvre of
re type was evident from the demoD-the tvpe wa.s evident from the demoD-

stratio-n nisht.
ttre ptanis took oS lndlvidually a-attre ptanis took oS lndlvidually 1-a

Iormatlon tatse-off ts uot practtcable't practtcable
rurface of theon tfre extremety bumpy surfacq of -the

Girarome - arid join-ed up tur the air.
Althousb the Pilots had ncver nown

toeether 
-in 

simllar planes before' they
ke-pt thetr statlons 

-perfgctly, 
crossing

toeetlrer ln simllar Planes
ke-Dt thetr statlons Perfe,
and re-crossing the Bend.

THREW THEM ABOUT
rTIEE Wirraways roared at the ground
r tosether. and broke their forma-

.tton ln l,lre manoeuwe thet is generauy
called the Prince of Weles's feetJxers,
arrd the! the pUot6 threw them about.

O'ne Dtrane did e full turn of an uP-
ward r-oll, and seemed to have some'
ttrine left at ttre end of lt'--sometNng
thaf can be done only in a really
nlmble aeroplane.

Technicians and l,aymen alike sere
impressed by tlre &ppearance of the
pldnes as they dived dow'n toward
tn:..ot:8f#i 

6n a knire-edse," com-
mented a senior .&.A.F. offlcer. . It was-

,l"lt:i:* 
descriptlon or the machine{

/o'2.3f : 7c .fa/
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WIRRAWAiS. 
FIRST BATCH FOR 

DARWIN. 

Trials Next Week. 
MELBOURNE, Wednesday. 

The first batch of Australian-built 
Wirraway war planes to be allotted for 
permanent duty with a Royal Aus-
tralian Air Force unit will be flown. to 
Darwin to form part of the equipment 
of No. 12 (general purpose) Squadron. 

Making this announcement to-day, the 
Minister for Defence, Mr. Street, said'that the 
first acceptance flight of the Wirraways would 
be conducted at Fishermen's Bend on Mon-
day by. Wing Commander F. R. Scherger. 
Later in the day three of the aircraft would 
be flown to Laverton, where an immediate 
start would be made on the service trials. 

Mr. Street said that the Wirraways could be 
used for bombing, fighting, advanced train-
ing, and army co-operation work, both in the 
field and with the fixed coast defences. The 
controls were duplicated, and there was a full 
range of instruments for blind flying in both 
front and rear cockpits.. 

EXACTING TESTS. 
The acceptance flights of the first aircraft 

were to determine that the aircraft as a type 
was airworthy, before the more exacting ser-
vice trials were carried out. The .contractors) 
trials had already been completed in accord-
ance with the contract for manufacture. 

The service trials at Laverton would be of 
a comprehensive nature, covering detailed 
testa in regard to flying capabilities and 
handling, armament. signals. navigation, and 
photography. 
- The wide scope of - the service trials 
would ensure full examination of all factors 
likely to arise in the diverse functioni which 
the Wirriways•might be called upon to under• 
take as a general purpose aircraft. 

The achievement of the Commonwealth 
Aircraft Corporation in getting the first Wirri. 
way into the air within two years of the turn. 
ing of the first sod on the site of the factory 
is maiinincent,•- Mr. Street added, "When 
viewed against the formidable background of 
difficulties 'and handicaps, the corporation' 
record of development has probably no par 
in modern industry, I am proud to congratu. 

- late the management and staff on the sums! 
which has crowned their efforts."  

I 7-31.1M3VeY/geNitif, 

FIRST BATCH,  
DARWIN 

TESTS ON MONDAY! 
After service trials, the first 

batch of Wirraway war- 
planes for" permanent duty 
will be flown to Darwin to 
join No. 12 (General Pur- 
pose) Squadron, under the 
command of Wing-Com- 
mander C. Eaton. 

When the Defence Council ad; 
journed yesterday the Minister for 
Defence (Brigadier _ Street) said 
that the first acceptance flight of 
the Wirraways at Fishermen's Bend 
next Monday would be conducted_ 
by the director of training of the' 
Royal Australian Air Force (Wing-
Commander F. R. Scherger). 

The same day three of the planes 
would be flown to Laverton for 
immediate service trials. 

The acceptance flights of the first 
machines were "type" tests to de-
termine that the machines as a 
type were airworthy before the 
more exacting service trials were 
executed. The contractors' trials 
had already been completed in 
accordance with the contract. 

Detailed Tests 
Service trials would cover de-,  

tailed tests of flying capabilities 
and handling, armament, signals, 
navigation, and photography. The 
flying trials would include three 
types of loading and would em-
brace observations on ground hand-
ling, taking off and landing, stabil-
ity in flight and stall, diving, 
spinning and aerobatic tests, con-
trollability, and general perform-
ance. 

No. 12 (General Purpose) Squad-
ron at Darwin, to which the planes 
would be sent, was now being tem-
porarily accommodated at the civil 
aerodrome. 

"The achievement of the Com\ 
monwealth Aircraft Corporation in 
getting the first Wirraway into the 
air within two years of turning the 
first sod on the site of the factory 
Is magnificent," said Brigadier 
Street. "When viewed against the 
fozmidable ,background of difficul-1 
ties and handicaps the corpora-, 
tion's record Iles probity no 
pantile]. In ingitern history. 

"I am priniCto congratulate the 
management, staff." 

A two-se ter general purpose 
military monoplane, the Wirraway 
could be used for bombing, fighting, 
advanced training, and army co-
operation work both in the field 
and with the •fixed Coast defences.  

rPLANE TEST 
ON MONDAY 

Three Wirraways 
For R.A.A.F. 

WING-COMMANDER F. R. 
SCIIERGER, Director of 

Training of the Royal Australian 
Air Force, will conduct the offi-
cial acceptance flight of the three 
Wirraway warplanes to be de-
livered by the Commonwealth 
Aircraft Corporation at Fisher-
men's Bend on Monday, the 
Minister for Defence (Brigadier 
Street) announced yesterday. 
Later in the day the aircraft will 

be flown to Laverton; where an im-
mediate start 
will be made on 
intensive service 
trials. 

The first batch 
of Wirraways to 
be allotted for 
permanent duty 
with a service 
unit would be 
flown to Dar-
win soon to form 
part of the equip-
ment of No. 12 
Squadron, said 
Mr. Street. 

Wirraway No. 
1, the first Atm- 

Wing-Comdr. 	tralian - made Scherger 	warplane, h a s 
been given the Service designation 
A20/3. This is the machine Wing-
Commander Scherger will use for the 
acceptance flights. The other two 
machines to be taken over will be 
A20/4 and A20/5. 

Trials Will Be Thorough 

THE designations A20/1 and A20/2 
-` have been given to the two planes 
imported from America as proto-
types for the Wirraway. 

The military Hying trials at 
Laverton will include three types 
of loading and will embrace ob-
servations on ground handling, 
taking off and landing, stability 
in flight and stall, diving, spin-
ning and aerobatic tests, con-
trollability and general perform-
ance. 
The Wirraway weighs 38901b. when 

empty and 63531b. when fully load 
with bombs. 
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WIRRAWAYSY 
STATION 
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STATION
.-l-:-

mander C. Eaton.
W-hen the :Defencq CQuncll

journed yesterday the Mlnister for
Defence (Brigadler--Street) said
tfrat the firsf; acceBtalrce flight of
the Wlrraways at Flshermenls Bend
next Monday would be conducted:
by the director of tratning of thei
Royal Australian Air Force (Wng-l

FIRST BATCH, For R.A.A.F.
DARWIN

I

TESTS ON MONDAYI
After service trials, the firsti

batch of WirrawaY .war:' planes'for' permanent duty:
will be flown to Darwin tor
join.No. LZ (General  Pur-
pose) Squadron, under the
comrnand of Wing-Com-

ad-

T'lre same daY three of'the Planes
would be fiown to .Laverton. for
imriiediate servlce trials.

The acceptance flights of ttreflrst
machines were "type'.' tests to de;
termine that the machlnes' as a

Commander f. R. Scherger).

executed. The contractors'. trlals
had already been comPleted in
accordance with the contraet.

porerlly accommodated at the civil

type
more

j

de-j

rrodrome. \
"The achievement of the Com\

monwealth Alrcraft Corporation in
getting the irst'Wirratray into the
atr wlthin two years of turning the
flrst sod on the slte of, the tactory
is magnlficent,". said Brigadier

'pntwn rpsiS wIRRAways.oN ryglaY FIRST: BATCH FOR.
Three WfurawaAs : DAut/IN.

Triale Next Week. (
t

METBOURNE, Wednesday. T
The flrst batch of Australlan-built:

Wrraway war planes to be allotted Jorli
perrranent dulf vlth. e Royal Aus- |
trallan Alr Force unit wlll be flown to I
Darwtn to form p*rt of the equtpmentf
of No. 12 (general purposc) Squadron. I

Malrlng thls snnouncement to-dry, tnc I
MlnGter'for Defence, Mr. Street; sotd'that t,lrcI
llrst acceptanoe tltght of the Wlrrgweyr woutd I
be conducted at FLshermen's Bend on Mon-f
dey by Wtng Commander F. R. gcherger.l
Iater in the day three of tne alrcreft would I
bc flown to Laverton, where tn tmmedlEtC I'stort 

would be made on the servlce trtalr, I
Mr. Street scld that the wirrrw&ys could bc I

uscd for bombhg, flgbttng, advanced irah. I
Irrg, and s,rDly co-operatlon work, both tn thc I
fleld rnd wltb the llxed coast defencer. The I
cohtrola qera ctupllcated, anct there was a fuu I
ttnge of funstrufirents for blind f,ying ln botb I
troDt fnd rear cockpltc", .l

EXACTING TESTS, 
I

Ttre rcccptmce ittht! of tht drct olrerrtr
wcrc qo dcte-rmrle ttut the alrcraft ag a tmevea olrpoftuJr, tr€lore the rnoro execHnl iei.vrce Enrl! qerc ca,rrlcd out. The conEibtorEl
lrla|l nro. eu€edy bcen complet€d In rccord-
lncc wtth the conlract for manufacturc.

Tne rcr?lca trlals at lalerton woUld be oit co'nFrehenrlve n&turG, cover.lnt detalled
!e$r--.tn regard to lytng capablltttc( 8nd
3llglllh,lmament\ srSnals. navtgailon. Bndpnorottophy.
: T!!. wltlc scopG ol . the servlcr trtotr
y.ou-ld ehnEc full exrnhation of all tactou
{8ery !o arus ln the dlverse functiom wruch
thc Wlrrlweyr'mtgbt be celled upon to unali.
[aEr ta a ganoril purpose aircraft.

"ThG acblevemea0 ol the Commonw€clur
Alrcrsft Corpotetton ln gefting the nrst fifr:
yay iltg.tll9 ell withb tso yeaf! of thc tunr,
1n3 of ttrr9 irtt lod ou the site ol the facton
a E.Nmttrc6uti_l[r.. gtreet 8dded, ,,whcn
ltqpod agdDEt th..lot8ldable baclgrounrl oG
rUlicultlcr End baadtbips, tho coiiorstton,i
rccoral.ot al€v -IopbcDt:It|s probebly nb parelld
!n modem hqustryr r a& proud to consfstu8
tstc tDp BurrgcnGDt tBC staf on thc ercocl
whlcb .hi3 crbwncd ttrelr efrortr.,' .,,. . ..;

. :  , r :  - r . . . . + .  . ,  . - - ,  : i

r have been glven to ttre two planes
funported from Anlerlca as proto-
types for ttre Wirraway.

The mllitatT flytng trials rt
Lavertonrwill lnclude threc typcl
of loailing and will embracc ob-
servations on ground handllnt,
taking ofl 

"o6 
lalrllng stabititt

;r1 flight and stall, divin& spin-
ning and aerobatic testq con-
trollabtltty and general perform-
ance.
fire Wirraway weighs 38901b. \rhen

empty snd 63531b. when fu[y ]oode4
with bombs. I

a' rz l : ly,yey rtrp,*ra fub

ance. i
No.12 (General Purpose) Squad-i

ion at Da.rwfur, to whtch the planes j
would.be Bent,'was now being tem- I

were alrworthy before the
exacting service trials were A2O/4 and A2O/5.

Trials Will Bc Thorough

designatlons Am/1' and A20l2

Detailed Tests
Service trials 'would cover

talled tests of flying capabilities,
and handling, armament, signals,'
navlgation, and photography. The

trials would'lnclude three
types :of loading and would em-
brace observatlons on ground hand-
llng, taking ofi and landing, stabil-

in 'flight and. .stall, diving,
spinnlng and aerobatlc'tcsts, con- 4,'7'37: 7-v€ f0,{

and .general perform-

WrNG-COMMANDEB F. B.
SCIIERGEB, Dfuector of

Training of the Boyal Ausbalian
Air Force,.will conduct tle offi-
cial acceptance flight oI the three
Wirraway warplanes to be de-
livered by tle Commonwealth
Aircraft Corporation at Fisher-
m9n's Be,nd on Monday, the
Minister for Defence (Brigadier
Street) arrounced yesterday.
Lqter trx the day ttre arcraft will

be flown to Laverton, where an im-.
mediate stort
will be made on
furtenslve servlce
trial,s.

Ttre flrst batch
ot Wlrraways to
be allottcd for
permanent duty
*rith a service
unit would be
flown to Dar-
win soon toforu
part of the equip-
ment of No. 12
Squadron, sald
IUr. Street.'

Wirraway No.
1. the flrst Aus-,

"I am Proufto'congretulate the
management,Snd stafi." i :

A 'two-se{ter 'general .purpose
milltary modopla,ne,,the:'Wlrrawaf
corfld be useil'for bomblng, tghtfnB;could be used for bomblng, trghtlnL;
.adranced ti$ining, aird army;cr-
operatlon'€rk'both ln the Eeld
end wlth th?,nxed Eoast defences.



FINANCING THW 
WIRRAWAYS 

Auditor-General's View 

42(5- 

/WAR CABINET 
ACTS 

More Wirraways 
CANBERRA, Wednesday.—Some attention is devoted by 

the Auditor-General in his annual report, tabled to-day in the 

House of Representatives, to the contracts for the building of 

the Wirraway aeroplanes and to the amount of progress pay-

ments which, he says, exceed the original stated cost. 

Approval of the purchase, 
of 100 more Wirraway war-t 
planes and engines from the, 
Commonwealth Aircraft Cor 
poration and for laying in 
docks of raw materials for 
l00 more planes and engines 
was given by the War Cabinet 

[yesterday. 

The report states that the price of 
the Wirraway aircraft, which in the 
contract placed in May, 1938, was 
£8098 each, was later increased to 
£ 8144 due to certain alterations re-
quired. A comprehensive pro forma 
contract to cover the alterations was 
prepared. "Many conferences and 
much correspondence" between repre-
sentatives of the Air Board, Crown So-
licitor, Contract Board and the Com-
monwealth Aircraft Corporation were 
necessary, and the contract document 
was ready in July, 1939, for comple-
tion. Further delay had since been 
caused by the corporation seeking a 
revision of the basic price of £8144 
per aircraft. 

One of the clauses of the proposed 
contract provided for progress pay-
ments and read. "The Minister may 
from time to time authorise progress 
payments in respect of materials, 
equipment, fittings and articles pur-
chased by the contractor for the pur-
poses of the contract." Apparently, 
continues the report, progress pay-
ments had been made over the period 
April 27, 1938, to October 24 last of 
£400,000, up to when seventeen air-
craft had been delivered. The clause 
in the proposed contract authorising 
progress payments' provided that such 
payments be related to the value of 
materials, equipment, fittings and 
articles purchased by the contractor 
for the purposes of the contract. The 
payments authorised not only exceed 
that value, but exceed the amount of 
the original stated cost. "In the ab-
sence of a definite contract, it is clear; 
that the costs per aircraft will much( 
exceed the price of £8098 (afterwards 
increased to £8144) of the approved 
order. The proposal now under con-
sideration is that payment be based 
on the actual cost, plus an agreed 
margin of profit." In September, 
1938, a further order was placed with 
the Corporation fcr 'Wirraway' air-
craft at £8200 each and spare engines 
at £2600 each. "Progress payments 
have been made in connection with 
this order In May, 1939. a third or-
der for 'Wirraway' aircraft at £8200 
each was placed. No progress pay-
ments have been made in connection 
with this order. No contracts have 
been signed in either case." 

The original contract approved by 
the Minister of Defence in May, 1938, 
was for 40 Wirraways at £8098 each, 
making a total of £323,920, and ten 
spare Pratt and Whitney engines at 
£2600 each. representing £26,000. 

A Defence Contract 
• - Mistake 

Dealing with contracts for supplies 
for defence purposes, the Auditor-

b.
General alludes to a "mistake which  

may be a costly one," in regard to the 
maufacture of certain dies, jigs and 
fixtures. The report states:—"On 
April 19 the Minister of Defence ap-
proved on departmental papers of ex-
penditure estimated at £31,127 for 
dies, jigs and fixtures. Acting on oral 
instructions, the work of manufacture 
was commenced by the Ford Motor 
Co. of Aust. Pty. Ltd. in April, and 
written instructions to the company 
were issued on May 9. It was agreed 
after investigation, to pay the com-
pany its costs plus a profit margin of 
4 per cent. Accounts nave been ren-
dered monthly, and have been sub-
jected to departmental check. Paid 
accounts total £18.641 0/2. and are 
for costs incurred and profit margin 
during the months April to Septem-
ber, inclusive. Production practically 
ceased in August. Perusal of the de-
partmental correspondence shows that. 
owing to changes in design, many of 
the dies, jigs and fixtures manufac-
tured either in total or in part, are, 
now unsuitable for the purpose con- 1  
templated. It is understood that 
much of the work was done from 
drawings which became out of date. 
New designs were in the department 
on July 21. The mistake, which may 
be a costly one, occurred apparently 
owing to efforts to hasten the com-
mencement of production and to mis-
understandings between the authori-
ties responsible for placing the order. 
A departmental officer will survey this 
equipment in order that a decision 
might be arrived at in respect of 
disposal." 

?/2.3T. T;A  

The Prime Minister (Mr. Menzies) i 
alnounced after the meeting thati 

r. Essington Lewis, Sir Colin 
Fraser, Mr. Harold Clapp, and 
representatives of the Supply De- 
partment and Air Force had 
attended the Cabinet meeting to' 

, 

discuss plans for the local manu-
facture of twin-row Wasp engines. 
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More Wirra$'ays
Approval of the purchare

sf lfi) rrrore Wirrawaf rvar-
planes and engines from thej
Commonwealth Aircraft Cor-'
roration and for laying in
ltocks of raw materialr for



Australia to Make 
Fighting Planes 

CANBERRA, September 1..  
Fighting planes are to be manufac-

tured at the Commonwealth Aircraft 
Corporation factory at Fishermen's 
Bend, Victoria. The first order will be 
lodged with the corporation on com-
pletion of the 40 Wirraway training 
planes at present being built for the 
Defence Department. 

This will mean the cancellation of 
the order which the Federal Govern-
ment had intended to lodge early 
next year for 60 or 70 additional 
Wirarways. 

In reaching this decision the Fed-
eral Government has been influenced 
by a statement of the British expert, 
Sid Edward Ellington, in his report 
on the R.A.A.F. to the Prime Minister 
(Mr. J. A. Lyons), to the effect that 
the Wiraway has insufficient speed 
for a fighter, but is quite suitable for 
training. If it is found that the addi-
tion of the latest British aircraft 
developments will permit the produc-
tion of an efficient machine, the 
Wirraway will be adapted for fight-
ing purposes. 

The Minister of Defence (Mr. H. V. 
C. Thorby) said to-day that the Fed-
eral Government had the right to 
alter at a moment's notice the type 
of machine which it had on order 
from the corporation. In the event of 
a change of materials on hand, the 
factory could be utilised in the manu-
facture of a new type of Wirraway 
machine. As fast as improvements 
came to hand, the Federal Govern-
ment was in a position to adopt them. 
The Wirraway, added Mr. Thorby, 
was a very fine machine, but it was 
not a fighting aeroplane. 
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Good Progress On New 
Planes. For R.A.A.F. 

MELBOUURNE, January 19. 
The Minister for Defence (Mr. 

Street). after his first official visit to the 
ommonwealth Aircraft Corporation's 

factory today, predicted that the first 
Wirraway aircraft %ftuld be produced 
early in February. The extraordinary 
:progress made at the factory, he said. 
emphasised the extent to, which Aus-
tralian materials could be used in air-
'craft production. 

The plane will be the first of about 100 
machines which will replace the 
Hawker Demons in the R.A.A.F. It is 
expected that all 100 planes will have 
been delivered by the end of this year. 
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Australia to Make
Fighting Planes

. CANBERRA, Septembcr 1.
Fighting planes are'to 6e manufab-

tured at the Commonwealth Aircraft
Corporatlon factory at Fishermen's
Bend, Victorla. Thb flrst order will b,e
lodged wlth the corporation on com-
pletion of the 40 Wirraway training
planes at preeent beinc built for the
I)efence Department.

This will mean the cancellation of
the order which the Fedcr.al Gover.n-
ment had intended to lodge eally
next year for 60 or T0 additional
Wilarways,

In reaching this decision the Fed-
eral Government has been influenced
bv a statement of the British expert.
Sid Edward Ellington, in his lepor.t
on the R.A.A.F, to-the Prime Miniiter
(Mr, J. A. Iryons), to the effect that
the Wiraway has insufficient soeed
for a fighter, but is quite suitable for
training. If it is found that the addi-
tion of the latest British aircrafi
developments will permit the produc-
tion of an efficient machine. the
Wirraway will be adapted for fight-
rng purposes,

Tbe Minister of Defence (Mr. EI. V.
C. Thorby) said to-dey that the Fed-
eral Government had the right to
alter at a moment's notice t-he type
of machine which it had on order
from the corporation. In the event of
a change of materials on band, the
faetory could be utilised in the manu-
facture of a new type of Wirraway
.maQhine. As fast as improvements
canle to hand, the Feder?rl Govern-
ment was in a position to adopt them.
The Wirraway, added Mr. Thorby,
was a vcrv fine machine, but it was
not a fighting aeroplane.
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Good Progress On New
Planes For R,A.A.F.
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