e AT Mar00chydore yesterday, dea from-the sky -
and three children were killed, and 14 other people
_injured, in.an appalling beach tragedy. =~ ' :
Siny i An antiqudted _,_R;A.A.'ﬁ. Wirraway, being used as a shark patrol,
‘erashed into the erowd of about 2000 people on'the beach, causing the worst
_:New Year’s Eve holiday, locaust .in the ;Qucc_’npiand_coaét’r-fhistory.1‘?’-3?&2!"?‘*’*;3
£ The spectacle Mafoochydore beach near the clab-house, at 11.5 a.m. was
: one which seared itself permanently into the memory of the horrified specta-
. tors unfortunate enough to witness it. : : oo N
.© " The ’'plane; at the time, was on. a routine shark patrol flight.- The beach
‘was crowded. - Police estimate there were nearly 2000 peopl‘fe‘_on@t,l!gg__p_eacl},; in.
the water, or promenading on the rises behind the beach. - It was the peak of
the morning’s surfing activity. - ~ : e
After circling six or sevem times,
be a shark ;just beyond the first line of breéakers,

{0 draw attertion to what was thought to
the Wirraway’s pilot ‘was
_lappaljgntly_”"stat‘tled to find the right wing of his 'plane dangerously close to:the
,;ut'egqurs?%éjvatchtowa:—:less than 6 feet fromit! .. . oo YRR b S
| He frantically veered the ‘machine to the léft, but by thien the ’plane’s
height was less than 30 feet. Onlookers stood petrified with horror ‘as the .
- Wirraway struck a sandbank; heaved, bounced: 40 feet and, with-a thunderous. -
roar, a series of earsplitting detonations, and a shuddersome ripping  sound,

crashed into:the back outskirts of the crowd. = B
The scene as the ’plane, ploughing up clouds of sz_md g‘hot oil,
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*“Séréams of 'the'maimed 51 those who thought they nothe
‘plane’s path were deafening. Eye-witnesses told “Truth” later it-wasamiraclé-

that scores more people were not killed or maimed. One .eye-witness said
that, in his estimation, the 'plane made about seven circuits, éich time com-
ing in towards the crowd at a lower altitude: ‘Many “people on the beach .
. were -convinced that a wing of the ’plane actually struck the look-out tower,
pefore veering off in its final dive, but subsequent ‘police investigationsido not ;
. pear this out. Subsequently; it was determined, also, that whif"’*tﬁe“'{iﬂbtiﬁt.i
the Wirraway had theught was a shark was, -actually; a; large fish: - = i
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Here are pictures of the ‘
wreckage of the

.RA.AF. shark patrol”

.plone which crashed into;

-0 crawd on Maroochy-
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WRECKAGE of the-
R.A.AF. " shark patrol
Wirraway sple#ne .lies- in
the foreground of this
picture, taken soon- after
the tragedy at Maroochy-
dore. Dotted line indicates
the approximate course of
the - ‘machine - before it
hurtled into:the crowd. -
LEFT: Cloce-up . of

¢rash. In the foregﬁ’sr
is the bulkhead frcsm
which the engine was torn
in the crash.




‘engine, was torn from. 3
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Forty years ago this
weekend, an RAAF
Wirraway flying a
Sunshine Coast shark
patrol slammed into a
crowded beach, kill-
ing three people and
seriously injuring a
dozen others.
.John Wright spoke
this week to some of
the survivors.

B ERYL Zanuttini

has never confessed to being
religious. She doesn’t put
too much faith in fate, ei-
ther, or what it might have
in store for her.

What happened to her, she
says, was luck, that’s all.

Bad luck that it happened.
Good luck that she cheated
death when it came stalking her,
in a place it had no right to be, on
a hot Maroochydore morning 40
years ago.

She was Mrs Vince Borca
then, the 32-year-old wife of an
Innisfail publican. They and
their daughter Cheryl, 4, were
holidaying on the Sunshine
Coast with other family mem-
bers over the Christmas-New
Year break, 1950.

They were not planning to re-
turn north because they were on
their way to Toowoomba to take
over a pub there. What happened
at 11.20am on Saturday, Decem-
ber 30, put paid to those plans,
for good. |

At 9.45 that morning, as the
women and children of Mrs Bor-
ca’s family were gathering tow-
els at her parents’ home for a day
at the beacth, a two-seater RAAF

Wirraway took off from Archer-
field aeradrisme in Rrichane

Its pilot, Flight-Lt Herbert
Thwalites, 27, an instructor with
3000 hours’ flying time to his
credit, was one of the most expe-
rienced pilots in the RAAF’s 23
(City of Brisbane) Squadron.
His crew was Sgt Jeffery Neill,
38.

Their shark patrol flying or-
ders were governed by strict reg-
ulations framed by the Civil Avi-
ation Department and the Royal
Queensland Aero Club.

Their flight along Brisbane’s’

northern beaches was unevent-
ful. The sky was clear, the water
below the Wirraway calm and
sparkling. It was a hot morning
and Sunshine Coast lifesavers
were expecting big crowds.
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WRECK of the Wirraway on the Maroochydore beach 40 years ago:

forting holiday safety initiative,
and as soon as the plane reached
Alexandra Headland, Thwaites
and Neill saw they had work to
do.

A large shark appeared to be-

threatening a group of surfers
outside the patrolled area be-
tween the headland and Maroo-
chydore beach. Those in the wa-
ter had to be alerted.

According to eyewitnesses and

police reports of what happened

on Maroochydore beach that
morning, the Wirraway flew a
series of tight, ever-descending
circles, each time sweeping down
the beach from the north and out
to sea again, apparently to warn
swimmers about the shark.
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she recalled this week. “There
were seven or eight of us sitting
on the beach enjoying the
sunshine. Then the shark plane
came around.

“He must have come around
over the beach about five times,
each time lower than the last. It
was quite disturbing. We
thought he (the pilot) must have
been skylarking.

“I had my back to the plane
when he came over for the last
time. My sister Jean said, ‘Oh
boy, he’s going to crash’. I looked
around and [ saw it was going to
crash. I saw it breaking up on the
sand . . . the big part of the motor
and parts of the plane were
bouncing towards us.

“T mnet have dived for the






