'FLYING-BOAT
' \vCRASHES

Eight R.A.AF. Men
Killed

MELBOURNE, Friday.—Two
R.A.AF. officers and six airmen
were killed when a Catalina
flying-boat crashed early this

week.

The Minister for Air, Mr. Drakeford.
who revealed this to-night, said the
airdraft, which had just taken off on
a night reconnaissance flight, struck a
hillside and became a total WTeCk

Those killed were:—

Flying-Officer Lincoln Jameq Sloan
captain, 29, single, of Brisbane.

F]ight-LieutenanL Nelson Prior Reid,
second pilot, 26, married, of Brisbane.

Corporal Neville Lawrence Ernst, 23,
single, f West Maitland.

Leadi Aircraftman Charles John
Matheson 33, single, of Eldorado, Vic.

Corporal Eric John O’Donnell; 23,
married, of Leonora, W.A.

Aircraftman George Robert Peter-
Ison, 33, single, of Adelaide.

Aircraftman Keith Nighell Sidey, 21,

single, of Kuridala, Qld.
Aircraftman Arthur Wallace Magee,
23, single. of Rose Bay, N.S.W.
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8 DEAD IN |
“"AIR CRASH

MELBOU’RNE, Friday. — Tw
R.A.AF. officers and six airme
were Kkilled. when a Catallna
flying-boat crashed at Port'.;

Moresby early this week.
The Alr Minister (Mr Dra.ketord)

‘announced this toni

He said the aircragt which had justi
taken off on a night reconnaissance
flight, struck a hillside and became a
wotal wreck.

Those killed were:—"

Flying-Officer Lincoln James Sloan,
captain, 29, single, of Brisbane.

Flight-Lieut. Nelson Prior Reld, an
pilot, 26, married, of Brisbane, ‘

Corpcra.l Neville - Lawrence Emst.
23, single, West Maitland (N.S.W.).

Leading-Alrcraftman Charles John
Mat.:son, 83, single, Eldorado (Vic.).
§ Corporal Eric John O’Donnell, 23,
i married, of Leonora (W.A).

Alreraftman George Robert Peter-/
son, 33, single, of Adelaide, |

Alrcraftman Keith Nighell stdey[
21, single, Kuridala (Qld%

Aircraffman Arthur Wallace Ma.g
23, single, of Rose Bay (N.S.W.).

Reconnaissance Plane

" Flying-Ofticer Sloan was a _commer-
%al pﬂot before he enlisted in the

which had been engaged for some
tim; on important reconnaissance
wor

The second pilot (Flight-Lieut, Reid)-
nlisted in the Air Force in September,!
839, and was trained at Point Cook.
| Leading Aircraftman Matheson, who!
Intered the Air Force in May, 1940,
feceived his training at Victor Harbor,

He wu captain of the alrcrau, f

Laverton, and Rathmines.

Aircraftman Slde¥ enlisted in t.hs
R.AAF, in Sydney late in 1940.

He attended the signals school at
Point Cook and the service flying tra!n—
Lng school at Rathmines
[Aircraftman Magee also enlisted ln

ydney. He was trained at the Ultimo

chool for technical {raining, at the
ignals school at Point Cook, and at
rathmines,

| Corporal Ernst was s fitter before he
oined the Alr Force. He¢ was trained.
b the engineering school at Ascot
7ale, the air observers’ school at Coota~
nundra and ag Rathmines.

rporal O'Donnell enlisted at Rich-
(NSW) in February, 1940. He
trained at the school of technical
raining, Ultimo, an engineering school!
in Melbourne, and was later posted to
Archerfield and Rathmines, and finally
to Port Moresby.
, Alrcraftman Peterson, who enlisted
in Adelaide, was trained af the radio
airgunners’ school, Ballarat, the arma-
ment school, Cressy, the bomblng and

gunnery school, Port Pirle. and thé
schwl R&thrg

service flying trainin
imines. ¥
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