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a 0 ma Ce_‘ | "BY VOLCANO
PIIOt Kllled " Dived in Smoke to
i - Evade Zeros
Fllght < Lleul'. ‘:—Brla!i ¥ : Ty A
Hartley ngglns, 28, Shortly beYore his death in an
D,.lf C., ond w8iX ~other air accident off the New South
au‘meh ‘were killed - when -E{alets co‘?stBt}ixis w}elek,leigpt-
? e eutenan rian . Higgins,
an #:?{F 'ﬂymg boﬂf i D.F.C., of Wangaratta (V.) de-
crashe uring * training scribed how a Catalina flying-
exercises - off .the NeW- boat, bombing Rabaul early in
Souﬂ-‘ W¢].e§ coast %h‘e; ;acifgq \glar, ehildff Jap?nese
# ghters by diving into a column
F‘light-Lieut Higgins : Who of ‘smoke from a volcano.
ggedo?ttga%giritgs(‘ggs)i “é;s - Flight- Lieutenant Higgins was ﬂying
e e = Catalinas among the islands round
periénced Catalina: pllots. ]Atistx&lia before Latthe ﬁaptanf(se czéniw
The othet victims were:— - nto the war. er he took part in
| Pliot-Officer Max Alexander Larkin, gises?igggl:;:dlb;ng.}a?;gzs: ntra;rslgg’r‘t'l
second pilot. married, Elwood (Vic). - and - aircraft-carrier, and‘ rescued
Sgtd-PiliottAlsim ]Fugeéx:]on Cl(’i:gdt)wk many Allied airmeén shot down off the
second - pilot, single, ong c w7 coast.

% hn Brown, “T ‘was out one night with Flight-
wjfel Offrcm;’gfm“si:fglg %'{ass Lieutenant Terrenceé Duigan on a raid
(N.8 ) ! on Ra}?aul," he s&;d.' “We arrived

over the target about 10 p.m., and
i e((’iplTlo‘i'l:I?‘tgs gze“%l;ode- ﬂtter mar- g(i)cked out & ship lying in the har-
‘ ur
‘Cpl. Jaftré David James, fitter, matr- - “I was in front at the bombsi ht,
ried; South Fremantle, ] :chondermg why kthek.)aps dhaégnr
| rown up any ack-ack or used their
ma[;rﬁe(c}i Ir}g;-lg;{o eorgsewL)o Pelt, oo aearchlighpts Of course, they had
| Flight « L1 ut.- their fighters out, cruising rouné above
I teLie us, but I had never.met -Zeros before;
Higgins: was a- and was ignorant of their little ways.
member - of the “Just as I was.about to release the
first ~ R.AAF. bombs the Zeros swooped ‘and started
c atalina squadron fAring at us. We shoved the old
70 into action Cat's nose down and dived. There
in ¢ South-west wasn't 4 cloud in the sky, and it was
gt':.%iigged If;et g;s shpquzle to know how to get out of
- e Japs' way.
baul before Japan “Then we remembered Matupl vol-
entered the war. cano. A8 we picked it up it ‘huffed
He particlpated ja. big cloud of smoke. Down ' went

our nose again, and we beltéd right
raids RAAPF, ithrough it. That little dodge saved
{us, for we didn’t catch a sight of the|

Catalindgs have-- > ;
made on the anht 1t. B. Higz Zeros again, getting back home with
only ‘one casualty, .a chap shot

Japanese - island glns, DF.C.. .
base &t Truk. through the leg.”

He bombed Rabaui eight times m Flight-Lieutenant ngglns was. lat-
the first two weeks of Ja Occupation. ? terly acting as an instructor at an

He was over Rabaul when the Japs—* R.A.AAF. training station.
ﬁrsfé %sec}ﬂnight ﬁggters in t(lilethSoutg; ooy
west Pacific area.. Hé escape: em By
dlving thrbfigh ihe smoke of Matupl o HowE rf’ﬁ@t@
voleano:. 2

In all he flew 25 bombing missions 97
ln Catalinas and 25 in Mitchell bombers," -
Ahout a year ago he rescued Lieut: -
Walcer Higgins, U.S. Liberator  pilot, .
and seven of hig crew when they were
I foreed down on a storm-swept reef near .
|'Trobriand Island Whlle returmng from %
bdmbing ‘Rabaul,
{gging also had just returned. from :
bom ing. Rabaul. = He went out again, -
landed in a rough séa near the reef,
and took thé Americans on board.
Lieut, Walter Higgins; whilé on recon-
naissance in a Liberator, first sighted .
the Japanesé convoy: destroyvd in the
Bxsmarck ,Sea battle.". .

Found Forfress Crew

- -Brian Higgms later rescued the crew

of .a U.S. Flying Fortress who had

parachuted into dense jungle near the

Gulr of Carpentaria,

Blacktrackers, ‘who geluctantl ~“took -

a igdemljrixﬁmgg(l’ni C&talégatwhlte Hlig&

ut  parachutes tangle
- treeés;; lttd nd four of .the crew,
ﬁiggins located the four othér miss-
ing men’on & salt pan’ ahd landed his -

Catalina on- what- he thought was a
coastal river.. - -

. .At dawh mext moming, when he
went to take off, he found the Cata-’
‘lina high and dry on a muad bank,
“the 20ff. tide having receded.

“He had to walt Untll late afternoon .
for -the tide to oome in before he could

take ,oﬂ'
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in the only two.




