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ln lhe alr ... lhc A2+79 on a yrar.flme rcconndnancc fllght. On the land ... lUlngs cllppcd, A2+79

A plane whichcarrieil hundreils
of kilograms of explosives on a
g9cret 4ission during World
War 2 is enJoying a leisurely
retirement onthe Murray River.
- The 1943 Anerican-nade Catgline
has harl its wings elippcd and now
Dears a cargo ofEskies and bronzfd
boilies as a houseboat.

A syndlcate of six Vlctorlans use
the remodelled crafr as a holldev
home for annual cnrires on thL
Murray. But in Decembea 1944.
Catalina A?*79 was one 

-of 
sti

which Iefr llewln with ltDhg of

By TRENT BOUTS
end. shtpping escort worh in Aus.
fratre.

The BAAF rccelvcd l6E Cetallnas
ln Worlil War 2 and sunrlvom were
sold flom No. I Flvinc Beat Renalr
Ilepot at LaIc Boi8, nearly 300 Lm
north of Melbourne.

-Somq buyers tried to revamp the
ehcralt for usc as barses but with
liniterl suceiess. Mrny 

-were 
broken

down for scrap.
Several ycars ago hlstorlans

trrccrl thrcc Cetelinas survivlnc as
alrcreft. Only one rcteined some
thlng tlke origlnel foru.

A petnter, Vlc Permw, bought

arplosives to nine strategic Menila'Bay aSairst the Japanese.
The nission was the RAAI"s

larUest and longcst slngle mlne-
lsyint op€rstlon and was part of a
hlshly successftrl cempelgn to ham.
per gFeny _activlty b-y disrupting
supplres and Gonrnuilcatlons.

A report by flight ceptaln Ross
KIng Erlal crcws 

-flew 
hto to the

Phtltp-plnes crpccttng a 50 per cent
ctsudty rate, but A2*79 returned
unscathed to coestgl rccomtlssance

A?*rs
naJor'
comfortr
rcached
sboUt 30

Rlohnonl
pccttnS
Murray
slniler
okl flying

' 'rt

Thc two i
four dayr i
Alrcraft Gd
1943. l



llme reconnalrcance lllght. On the land ... Wlngs cllppcd, Ai2+'n weile for hel new.look.

is plain sailing for war veteran
enrl shipping escort wort in Aus-
tralia

Ttc BAAF reccivcd l6t Cetallnas
ln World War 2 and survivors were
sold from No. I Flying Boat Repair
Dcpot at l,alc Boga, nearly 300 LEr
north of Melbourna

Some buyers tried to revamp the
rlrcraft for use as bartes but with
linited suceesn. Mrny were brolen
down for scrap.

Severel years ago hlstorlans
treccrl thrcc Crtrlines survivlnt as
alrcreft. Only one reteined some-
thlry nfe origlnel fotu.

A lninter, Vlc Perrow, bought

A?*75 fion Latc Eogr srd begen a
nrlor conversion to lncluile ell the
confortr of home. The result
nachcd the weter as e houscboct
ebout 30 yerrs laten

Pert-owner Waync Guntlty, of
Blchnonil srlil "The Crf' wes er-
rcctlnr fgmlllrr comDrDY on the
ilurrai soon trlicnds er,e butldinsc
slnilar crrft fion one of Ail&79's
olil flytng Eatcs, 421"88.

Ihe two nlaner werc comDlctetl
four days iPart UY Gonsolldrtetl
Alrcraft-Couloretlo& Sen Dicto' in
1943.

By TRENT BOUTS

plosives to mlne strateglc Menlle
ty against the Japaneso.
f,he mlssion wes the BAAF"S
ryest end longest slngle mlnc-
ying operation and was part of a
ghly successfirl cempgltn to hem-
r enemy activlty by dtsrupting
pplies anil comnunlcatlons.
A rcport by night capteln Boss
ing rrld crcws flew hrto to the
rlllpplnes erpectlng a 50 per cent
melty rate, but A2*'79 returned
tscathed to coestal reconeelssence

-( .


