
:: An R.A,A.F. Cotofins fiew neorly lO00 miles
' into enemy teritory to sqve the Auitrsliqn crev

oj _o- Cotolino forced down close to o Jop oir-
f iefd ond shipping tone.

cfew of s U.S, destroyer sunk in Ornooc Boy ( Philip-
pines) rvithin o few miles of the enemy shore.

, Rescue of the Australiai erew
, 1000 mlles from their base was

the longest rescue mission of, the
Pacific war.
. The rescue Elarre wes awav from' lts base for 1? hours.

It was piloted by Flying-Officer A,
,q- Ebienne. of Melbouri*e, and th€

. crew included Flight-Sergeant J. J.
Sweeney, of Newcastle, navigator;
Fllght-Sergeant R. V, Tumeth, of

.. Eaberfield, wireless-air gunner; Ser-
geanf A. L. Warton, of Sydney. en-
gtreer; s. T. R. Bphick, of Bondl

- armorer; aDd SerEeant J, F. B. Ollver,
of Glen Innes. fit1er.
- Iror security reasons. lhe names of

the rescu€d Australian airmen cannol
be disclo.sed.

- 
-Theb Cstalina was hit by antl-- alrcraft ff.re over ar enemy target,

' '. the ffrst sbot knocking out the star-
.board notor anit cu-tting fuel, oil,

- and etectrical lines.- 
Gettins ell the poq'€r he could from

the port- motor. the captain took the

A f:\a' i-,ours iaier c;le ci tric Att'rei -
ican Li l :e la iors s ia lc i r j r :  far i ' i . i ie  Cei i -
lirri! si,ra:(.i a .lLrjlxlle:? iriila, 

" 
e:-.a

in i i re i l * - :hore area s ' i terc i i ie ' l : ta-
ir:ia had l:een aii irigi:t.

The Liberator s?arcli rl :1lr ?s i:'ol-rjli:i
sup]rlies Lo tlie Cnialilla cre\\'. aiic ali-ie
l e i i  1 . 0  ; : . . i e r . - e I ) ? .  t l r .  : e r i . : . .  i ) . . ' : : i  : : . , i
g u i j e  i i ' , . o  i i : €  i . r . ' " .

\4riteri Fl]'ing-Ofi ice: E:t:l:tl€' ari:vec
ire pui  h is Caiai ina ic- ' \ "D i l i  a tnree-
io; i :  swel l .  ar :d i ie i ' r - : i - r  s lo i !gf i : ,e i l - i !
o iher f l ' ; i i rg-boat .

t t 'h i le the Libsfat f ' :s  c i rc i ld over '
head. cres ald eq".liil i l ielii r+ cr'
tr&lrsferreal to the reseue piane' a
i ob  wh i ch  t ook  nea r lY  an  ho$ r .-  

Af  ter  unkir :s  t ) f l '  F i i ixg-OlTi3?:
Efienrri's gunner.. and ihe guniters of
one of 

-th,e"i,iteiaiors 
.si:'af ec thE dair:-

aged- nyiDC-'Doai uniii ii llur'st inio
flames ar:d sant.- - - 'bn 

S*n. i i i  n isht  e f l * tL r ' f  C*ta '
U" i i  *"s"*a ' the 'crei r  c f  : tn ' {met iea: :

; ; "1; ; ; ; r  whic l r  hrd bcgrt  sur tk dr t r -

,flJing-boat up to 8000 feet and safely'e leared the target  area.
i But the por! engine cracked uncier
the t€rrific strain, and the Catalina
had to land in darkness, three miles
off shore.. .

It hit'the waier so hard tha-t many
riv€ts in the hull were sprung.

For 12 hours. eisht of them in daI'-
l ight ,  the f r -v ing-6oat, 'wal lowed in 

-a

neav-r sea.
Despite the eonstant bailing, the

amount of rater in the flying-boat
steadily increased. When thd crew :
were taken ofr the engineer's and i
navigator's compartments were i
flooded I

. The crew improvised a sea anchori
from a parachule and two drosues i
taer i$ g[nnery pract ice i ,argeis) , -but l
e slight brceze kept the flying-boatl
drifting Steadily along the coast,l
though no neaner the shor€ line. i

About I h.m. th€ catauna's encincensl
g_o! ihe port engine gcing. prbbabtyi
lhls saved ttle crew, because it enabled I
th€ captaln to tsxi ihe plene abouc 201
miles out to sea I

VAtureuefi"+rn
4.  /2 .AQ

.  "Catal inas seui  to the rescue t , id
t<r pierce -hear'1 lon -hlnginq clourl-
banks tc lind the surr.!-.'ois.';.-

# 11":.1 it,ej !i"l -:;*i1,$;:Ti;i.,: i :f i

&eee#ed S"gt &;ff&ersfes
: r : :  :  i ; :1 . - : i !  a r i i0n  in  c ! r l r ro<  s : " ; -' - -  j ' .  .  . ' . . r  i  b : u i : "  , l -  i 1 ' . : .  i . i . c  - -  i :

: l : , ' j : l : - , , :  i t . t : r r u : ' - .  : . . f i e l  b : i t : l  l t i i .
T . : . : i :  s  :a r t r in tun iq i ie  sa ls  ihe  oe-

. '  ' .  ,  '  
" . ' . . . .  

: - i t  i : l  : ,  f loa  I  t t . l  : "  i : .e  bu i
:,::]]: oi : i !a s',.:f 1'r1'ots sl.:r i: 

' . , i  aJ i l:-!
: , r l  t i  ee : ta l  :o rpedo.

Tiia- r-o:nr1t'"rl ieue idd-. i i ter i i .:ari: '  aii
::t. '  ciaq' v, ': ie sa-' 'ed.

J i r i :  \ - i l e  Da i lp '  Te iegr r t lh  cor rcs-
p . r ] ( i . t r t .  s&ys :  "Cata l ina  re icue

'  p la r re r  f ro11 s  base on  Le l - te  l s land
I piei.:eci up rrr3ti *fter man from rnfis
: rl id f l<iniir lg debris.
'  '  T i ie  Ca i l r i i l a  c ! 'eF . ' s  E  C: ! ie i  t i r roueh-
I t ' .: l  Sii i :aa.. a few n1iles from the

e : : + : : . .  s : t t r : .  n i u ! : i t t c  t t " i F  a i . € :  r : r : l j
I r, l]t i l i  nci a man renained ii: tt le .qex.

i  The rne :1  ha i  Deen in  ihe  q ' r iL l f  f c r
i4  l ro i : i s .

,  
'One Cat l l ina  probab l5 '  es i : rb l j - 'LeC

:a  q0 l1 i  reccrd  $ 'he l t  i+ ,  t c {k  o f  a f  ie r  i l
i i h re : - r ; r i l t '  r , . in  s i ih  i6  ] tasse l ige ls .  in '
: l l ' , : i l l : : ty. '3 si-:eic-heI' cases.'

ffsweE Se$$esa Fse Srmaos EsS
\ - i l i e  sa i s  L i l t  ac : i o r -  i r  q i r i u i .  : - l :

des t ro \ - e r  v , - es  l o ; l  ce l e i o l l : i  sh "n ; l i
Al l ie i i '  nai ,a l  f  o: 'ce s i te i r i  i l : ; t  O:  : : :oc
Bay to engage ereni\' s1lillplng

Ain ltission

De-snit€ returri fi.re frolr lhe
ehin< 

-  
and At tacLq f rom thg



Gtalinh's
1000 Mile
Rescue Trip

A RAAF Catalina crew
f lcw 'near ly  1OOO mi lcs
into enemy terr i tory to
save the crew of another
Austral ian Catal ina forced

down close to a Jap air-
field and rhipping lane.
Ama.zing polnt of t t le opera-

t ion rvas the fai lure of the near'-
bv Japanese to locat'e tbe heIP-
less f lvins-boat. desfl i te i ls vul-
nerabi i i tr ' -  m observai ion from
sea and sky.

RESCUE. A second R.A.A.F. Ccrtcrlino, after flyi:ag necrrly lOfil
:miles" tckes crbocnd the crew and equipment hom the dcnnoged

plcme. Arrow indicctes rubber dinqhy fros rescue crqfl

AFLAME. The damcrged flying-boct" oiier lhe rescue, is sbcded
by ihe resc-uring Catalina cnd left in fi.qrres to pre'.re:r,i its ccpt.l;e '
b:r ihe lcps" ?he rrripsion wcs the longest dc1[g1t re*qcue e:der" i

tcken in Fccillc r"."qp 2eng.-DepcrrE:reni of Ai: ;.,l:,+t++

zta/ cueed"H €./z'00

For 12* hcrurs (e ight  in day-
l ieht . r  i t .  wnl lowed ln an aree in
u'hich the day b€fote, Americdn
bombers and flghtel's hsd met
hot illterception from Zetos.

The names of the all'lnen sav-
ecl cannot be dlrclos€d for secur-
iLv reasons.  a

'l'he 
rescue crew comprlst'd:-

F ' ( ) .  A.  A.  Et ienl le {Mel-
bnu rnc ) ,  cap ta i n ;  F iO .  f .  Rob -
solr  (Sandy BaY, Tas.) ,  secol" Id
r ) i l o l . :  F ;Sq t .  J .  J .  Sweene t  tNew-
i as t l e .  Ns i v r .  r r ev i ga to r :  F ,  Sg t .
R .  V -  Tu lne th  { } l abe r f i o l d ,  NSWI

ru i r e l ess -R i r - gunne t :  I " ,Sg t .  D .
I r ' ,  R r rbe l t so r i  tCamberue l l .  V i c  t .
lsunt t t ' r :  sgL.  R.  R.  Tingnlatr
i -R r i sh ton .  v l c , ) ,  eng inee r :  Sg t
l e .  

' I " .  
War ron  t sydnev ) ,  eug in -

| "u, ' l 'set .  ' r .  Ft , .  ElphicL (Rondl ,

l x s w t . ' - R t m o r e f ;  s g t , ' . I .  F .  B .

Iot iuer ' (Glen Innes,  Nsw) '  f l t ter .

I nit By Ack'ack
I fi 'tu flytng-baat was hib bY
I *nti'alrcraft fire over a tnrgel.
i fne shot kuock€d out the star-
l Uoaro motor, ctlt iing f uei, oii
I  and elect . r ical  I i t res.
i  t ; t ' , ' ; ne  t  l ) e  Po rL  mo to r  eve rv -
1 t . l r i ne .  t , l l e  ca ! ) t n i n  t ook  l hP  p l ane
I  r ro tb gt loo fc i t  and snfely c leered
j  lhe t { i rgPt ar€4.
i  l lor ievcr .  the Port  engl t re
j  crarkcd t tnt ler  the lerr i f tc
]  s t r a i n .  f he  ( i a t .  ha r l  t o  l and'  

in darkness l ,hree mi ler  of f
shotc.  I t  h l t  the wnter so
lrard dhnt several rlvets in
the hnl l  s 'ere sprung.
' l ' he  c re i r ' l t nd  t o  bn le ,  w l l i t -

oul  pal lse,  1{oncler ing t ,he whi le
$ ' i l p t h r r  l t l e , l aps  o r  r €scue l ' . s
q . c ' r 1 r l  f i nd  t l lC l n  { l rF t .

Aboilt I am t.lre englneers got,
l l r .  p6 '11,  cngi t te going.  Thls
nf( ,br i t r l \ .  s : r .ved thF crcw, The
i2t .  l r i ied 20 nr i les or  60 oi : t
t ,o j lea.

A le$'hours later  one of  two
American Liberator.s scarchlng

I for ilre crew striifed a J&Panese
j  natro l  vessel  wh€re the Cg,t .
lrraould have been hed tl"re lxrrl
I  rnoter  fa. i led to stnr t .

I fhe Rescue I
I  F indlng t l te st r icken Catal lna I
isoon afterti[ards. one Lib€rator ,
i  drQpped suppl ies and cal led up l
I tlre other. Thls b0mb€r dropped ,

larro l i rer  parcel  R Iew feet  f rom i
j  r l r e  a i l c l a f t ,  and  l e f t  1o  i n l e r -  ,
l  ceuL the lesctre a i rc l  af t  and
lg r i i de  l t  bac t { .
I  Fo Et ienne DUL his Catal ina
jdou,n in n l .h lee-feet  swel l ,  and
i tied- up alongside the otlrer air-
:C l ' a I t
I lVhllc the Litrerators clre-
i tea protectively, the crrw

antl equlpment were trens- i
ferred. Thls took neerly an I
horrr .  i
Sescn tpe r r  ho r t r s  a f t e r  h t r  I

or ig inal  tskP-of f  FO Fl t lenne I
l p  nc i od  h i s  Ca  l a l i na  back  n t  base .  

I
surl(syNey/ €.rz.4q

DRIFTING. R.A*AJ. Ccrtalinc lorced dowa in enemy wcrters. fbe
crew ncrrowly esccped ccq>ture" drifted lar 12 bor:rs close to s
fcpenese cirlield cnd shippinq'lone. An improvised ses anchor

checked the plcrae's drrlL'-.'{ Ll{>
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i
l l.f the trongest doytight rescue rnissiom of the' 

Pqcific \ffcr, cln R.A.A"F. Cqtqlinar crew f0ew
neorly I000 rniles into enenoy frerrif,ory to $ove
the crew of onofherAurstrol iom Cotql lns f :onced
down close to o Jeip oinfield ond shippimg fione.

Amoz ing  po io t  o f  f he  opc ro .  l h r r  l r r r  . r r iN  ! ) r . . r c se r r ^ r s  w , r ' r i r l  l l r t d  i

rion *os 
-fhe 

fnilure of' rhr I lill,lll,Jil"r*3";9"1,",,|;.,llit;,,?,....ti;;iff: I
necrrby Joponese to locote, oo I l:l'-'* :t:lltertmenf,s rq,:te oo;xlecl rvlrert i
even stumfole on, the helples.l "t'";"o:.1'::,:iu"l1.:".".^,,.^-"--_

obiliry to observation from seo I l'11 ,dirl .-rr.ct stop t.lur Jtliviirrrr-l:oai

el{ 't v. i ii,lj"uilll,{n'1fl'^ ii,'llHF,tl"L,"'$ll
I . -oR J2t .  l ro: ) rs. , r jHr ' r  i ' .J  { l :1 l i r j r r1} . r r  I  r rcard,  i rut ,  t l re shipr  r r id n ' t .s igtr t' '  f  l r . .  r ' r ' ip l l led Crte l ina.  nTal lor ,vc{ i  in  I  (he nlarre.
nl area irrwirich, lrnty ,ii]r., 

(].ay 
,r]" 1 ,+inut B r..In. the ci.uti:i",rr,:, gr)t thelore. Anlfrican bontllr.:rs nnd figtr}er.,; I lltrt, "r1fj1y, *,lir,"_ I'lris ltrrhrblyhn{l nlrtt ltot, intercepl!on_-tr.}m Zcr<i,s.lisrcrj tir<l r:r,<lii,. fire t..rr,t. i,.rxigd ,.10. Jror _sheer daririg,- !,hc-- rescrre, li"if*,i ' *,i""o oul ro se,i,.e lTeetet l  in  deyl ighl .  v i r tual ly  undnr I " '4 fn.1y] '  511,11s la. l .or  o l rp of  twor r4 ' 'c f  ot  r l ' , :  . ' r .my.  ranks , .s  I  n t ) )e r i { 'a I l  L ib0rators sear c l t i t rg for

:l:":f 
the fi.A"a.F.'s greatcsf ,,*- 

| uie ciew- strn,rerf a 
'.tf.p:ili"_id" 

batnoi

*- ' '  " - ;  -  
' " ' '  

f  
' -  - -  j  I  p: r rac! . rute arrd twr l  . l togues

f lying bOct, deSpite rts vrrnne!t'- I tr.r,r*, fhrown orrt n.q sca :trrclrrrm,

p-tl|its. . I i.i."i- "*;rr.-re' tiio 
"r;i.i-"'?JLii.r ''iiive

l l lhr nrnrer.s ni i 'he airmci]. sa'recl llt.orr-ir:,,.i tho p,rrt motor {r,,:iteii tocannci ,  be t r isc losor i  for  sncur i l , ' f  t ' r 'a-  |  qr , ,11
s(,11s.

Tlhe rpsfr.lc r ') 'c'r .ontl)! ' lsc{l '  11r. /r ' l

i  A -  A .  E i i c n l r  l . M l l b t t i l  r i e ) ,  r : r , r ; 1 n i r i .
l F . . , O .  I .  R o l : . r o r r  r g r r ' r l . l i  l l a v , ' l l : i l i . ) .

s r -co t ] {1  p i lo t , :  t ' . .59 t .  J .  . } .  I iwc t r r ! * r
r '  l" l{. '"5{,it,stJ('. I\f_l;..f\ .}, :}:t,r. j i lal:or; }i '",,
l i : i r : t . .  P . .  \ : .  T r , 'n le l i . r  ( I {abur f j c l r i .

I  N .F j . !V .  ,  
' r i r0 i r . t s - ,1 i1 - ; I i l , ) r l r r :  

F  -s f f  .'  
I ) .  I t .  Ro l )e i  l so l r  i ( :a f f i  ' o r tvo l l .  Y i i ' .  '  .
gunner: Sgt. H,. I?.. I i lgm;rn {Brigil-
t a t i .  V i c . , ,  n r ; q i q 1 c ; ;  S i . i .  A .  l r l .  W : , r -
to r t  (SJ ' { ln { ' , v ) ,  eng incr r r - :  Sq t .  T .  I t .
L ' lpL t ick  lBonr l i ,  . rn .S . \ l i .1 .  . r t r rno t . r :
{igt. J. F. B. {)i i ' ,-cr i{;11'i1 fnrr+'.s.
N.S.W' , . ) ,  l i t te r .

Titt Jiyittg lJoN t 1r-?s hif Sy '11.' ' ;-.
a,ircrafi f ire r) ';er rr targot,. f 'he Jirst;
$irot lrnrlckrd o!-it lhe srarbo:lrd motor'.
c r r t t ing  f r re l .  o i l  2 r36 ;  e ic4 f r i ca l  l ine .s .

llarmagecf Flo.ne Sasnk
-I 

l lo -I, i lrCr r trr: 'r: q,'{ ' t 'e rtr.ttt lr, i ttr.rl l tr.
l \ ' 1 . ; i i o l  i l .  ( - r .  U / r i i i i l r r l r i ,  t - - t  M is r ;our i ,
: r ' ) f l  I - . , i . t i l l .  l l .  . I .  L r ) l l i h f t t l ,  o I  lOw: ,1 ,

F i ;14 ;71*  l , l r r  s t i i { ' } i . i l  (1 : r , l ; r r l i l l n  roon
fll icr:wa,r'. ir;, (ri ie I, i l terlttor. rlrolttrft l
s 1 1 1 y ; l l i n s  n . i r r i  ' ' j L l l " r l  n 1 ;  L l 1 + , p t l t n r .  T h i s
boiir!rl i '  r-jrolt l:tt ' l  a,rx)thrtr l larcel n,
io lv  l f1 , l  l r \ ) rn  l , l t ^  r i t . r ; i ' l r , t i ,  nnd  le f t .
l/) it l tt l '( '{r i}t t,!te i l 'sr:uc i l ir.r:raf b 'rnd
1; r r i r i r  i l  l t : l r , k .

Englne Crccks
Giving the pot't ry1e1.n1 nvriyth:ng.

Llre <':rptain t.ook I hf aircra.f L 
- 

rrp i.n
fl(!00ft. and *afoly ,:learc*l tlre tn;.got,
a.tea,. Ifowever, thc port engin{'
c.racke(l itnrler tire terrlfir: strain.'firt
Ca i. hatl i,o l{rlrd ln <iarklt'-ss tlrret:
nriles offshor:e. It hit, tho v;ater so

l : , ' ( ) .  Et i rnne pul  h is Catrr l ina
dcu;n in a thrrc-feet swcll a,nd tierX

-rrp alongsidc the o(.hcr nircrafi,,
ll 'hile tha l,lber*tors cir{:led Dro-
I t ' t ivelv,  thre ctew and equiprnerr t
l-ere tra.nrf,r.rrcd. Ttris took clearly
an houa.

Re{Qre lnariDc, Fi{l Eiicnile's grt;-
l).'r's ar!r1 ole of th+- [,ibcrnlor.si si,rit'ed
L l l o  r l a .ma .uc ' l , . ^ap lanc  ; r l r l  wa i t + r l
uni . l ,  i i  1r111; ;1,  j11t9 l l r rn. . r 's  , r r t r l  snnk.

St'vnlri,ecn horrrs a{t+:r itis r.)iigitral'ia!:,r-rr{1, Fzt) Iiticlule l:rnrieri his
C:r i,:r l ila,!iy.:lr_ _at_frase.

,illf 4Arc t.t2. (4
h{rrd l,hat scvera} rivr')ts in thr huli!
${ ' re sprunq. ;

T'hrougholrt their st.irt ,rlT t,jrc ho.;-
t i l t  r -oar, l  the erprs hnLi  ' r ,  l r ; ; ln  r ; i  i th- l
of f t  t la f fs re ,  wr rnr lc r in t t  ihg .  11 ;?r i i r  1vh6. -  i


