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Cafclma’ﬂ ﬂymg-boats have flgured in two darmg
rrescues of naval crews and airmen in the Pacrflc.

An R.AAF. Cato!ma flew nearly 1000 mlles ey —
.into enemy territory to save the Australian crew DALY TEEERATH
of a Catalina forced down clese to a Jap air- €-/2-44
field and shipping lane. :

On Sunday U.S, Catalina flying-boats rescued the
crew of a U.S. destroyer sunk in Ormoc Bay (Philip-
pines) within a few miles of the enemy shore,

g;Longest Pacific Air Mission

Rescue of the Australia: crew|
1000 miles from their base was
the longest rescue mission of, the
- Pacific war.

° _The rescue plane was away from
’ its base for 17 hours.
-« It~ was piloted by Flying-Officer A,

A. Etienne, of Melbourne, and the
. crew included Flight-Sergeant J, J.
- Sweeney, of Newcastle, navxgat,or
- Flight-Sergeant R. Tumeth, of
- Haberfield, wireless-air gunner; Ser-

geant A, L. Warton, of Sydney, en-
‘gineer; S, T. R. Elphxck of Bondi,
: armorer; and Sergeant J. F. B. Oliver,

of Glen Innes, fitter.

For security reasons, the names off:

the rescued Australian airmen cannot
be disclosed.

~ Their Catalina was hit by anti-
aircraft fire over an enemy target,

the first shot knocking out the star-

board motor and cutting fuel, oil,

and electrical lines.

Getting all the power he could from
the port motor, the captain took the

|

{got the port engine gcing.

fiying-boat up to 8000 feet and safely
cleared the target area.

Buf{ the port engine cracked under
the terrific strain, and the Catalina
had to land in darkness three miles
off shore.. -

It hit" the water so hard that many
rivets in the hull were sprung.

For 12 hours, eight of them in day-
light, the fiving-boat ~wallowed in a
heavv sea.

Desplte the constant bailing, the
amount of waier in the flying-boat
steadily increased.
were  taken off the engineer’s and
navigator’s compartments were
flooded.

The crew improvised s sea anchor
from a parachute and two drogues
{aeria} gunnery practice targets), but
a slight breeze kept the ﬁymg -boat
drifting steadily along the coast,
though no nearer the shore line.

"About 8 a.m_the Catalina’s engineers
Probably
this saved the crew, because it enabled
the capfain to taxi the plane about 20
miles out to sea
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While the Liberators circled over- |
head, crew and eguipment were
transferred to the rescue plane, a |
job which took nearly an hour,

After taking off, Flying- Or‘ﬁca:
Etienne’s gunners and the guniers of
one of the Liberators strafed dam-
aged flying-boat until it
flames and sank.

On Qundav night

the
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a fleet of Cata-

jinas rescued the crew of an American |{l
which had been sunk dur- i

destroyer W
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. Daily Telegraph corres-
pe m(jent says: “Catalina
anes from a base on Leyte lsia
picked up man after man from rafts
and floating debris.

na crews worked through-
a few miles from the
) making trip after trip
til not a man remained in the sea.
“The men had been in the water for
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etcher cases.”
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Vine says the action in which
destroyer was lost developed wh
Allied” naval force swept into
Bay to engage enemv slupum i
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“Catalinas sent to the rescue had
to pierce heavy low- hangmg cloud-

banks to find the survivers.
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DRIFTING. R.A.AF. Catalina forced down in enemy waters., The

crew narrowly escaped capture, drifted for 1Z hours close to «

Jopanese airfield and shipping Iane.

An improvised sea anchor

checked the plane’s drift. D7 ([ {},_/q(,__

RESCUE. A second R.A.AF. Caialina, after flying nearly 1000

miles, takes aboard the crew and equipment from the damaged
plane. Arrow indicates rubber dinghy from rescue craft

AFLAME. The damaged flying-boal, afier the rescus, is strafed
by the rescuing Cataling and left in flames to prevent its captuze
by the Japs. The mission was the longest daylight rescue uacie:«é

taken in Pacific war zone.—Department of Air phot
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Catalina’s
1000 Mile
Rescue Trip

A RAAF Catalina crew
flew  nearly 1000 miles
into enemy territory to
save the crew of another
Australian Catalina forced
" down close to a Jap air-
field and shipping lane.

Amazing point of the opera-
tion was the failure of the near-
by Japanese to locate the help-
less flying-boat, despite its vul-
nerability to observation from
sea and sky.

For 124 hours (eight in day-
light) it wallowed in an area in
which the day' before, American
bombers and fighters had met
hot interception from Zeros.

The names of the airmen sav-
ed cannot he disclosed for secur-
ity reasons.

The rescue crew. comprised:—
F/O. A. A. Etienne (Mel-
bourne), captain; F/O. I. Rob-
son (Sandy Bay, Tas), second
pilot; F/Sgt. J. J. Sweeney (New-~
castle, NSW), navigator; F/Sgt.
R. V. Tumeth (Haberfield, NSW)
wireless-air-gunner; = F/Sgt. D.
F. Robertson (Camberwell, Vic.),
gunner; Sgt. R, R. Tingman
Brighton, Vic.), engineer; Sgt.
A. L. Warton (Bydney), engin-
eer; Sgt. T. R. Elphick (Bondj,
NS8W), armorer; Sgt. J. F. B.
Oliver (Glen Innes, NSW), fitter,

Hit By Ack-ack

1 The flying-boat was hit by
anti-aircraft fire over a target.
The shot knocked out the star-
board motor, cutting fuel, oil
and electrical lines,

Giving the port motor every-
Ithing, the captain took the plane
up to 8000 feet and safely cleared
the target area.

However, the port engine
cracked under the terrific
i strain. The Cat. had to land
| in darkness three miles off

shore, Tt hit the water so

hard that several rivets in
the hull were sprung.

The crew had to bale, with-
out pause, wondering the while
whether the Japs or rescuers
would find them first,

About 8 am the engineers. got
the port engine going. This
probably saved the crew. The
Cat. taxied 20 miles or s0 out
to sea,

A few hours later one of two
' American Liberators searching
ifor the crew strafed a Japanese
i patrol vessel where the Cat.
|would have been had the port
motor failed to start,

The Rescue

Finding the stricken Catalina |
soon aflerwards, one Liberator |
dropped supplies and called up |
the other, This bomber dropped |
another parcel a few feet from
the aireraft, and left to inter- |
cept the rescue aircraft and
guide it back.

FO Etienne put his Catalina
’down in a three-feet swell, and
tied up alongside the other air-
ccraft,

! While the Liberators cire-

i led protectively, the ecrew
and equipment were {rans-
ferred, This took nearly an
hour,

Seventeen hours after his
original take-off FO Etienne
landed his Catalina back at base.
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N the longest daylight rescue mission of the
Pacific War, an R.A.A.F. Catalina crew flew

nearly 1000 miles into

the crew of another Australion Cataling forced
down close to o Jap airfield and shipping lane.

Amazing point of the opero-
tion was the failure of the
nearby Joponese to locate, or
reven stumble on, the helpless
|flying boat, despite its vulnor-
ability to observation from seca
and sky,

lfOR 124 hours ceight in daylight)
the cripnled Catalina wallowed in
an area in which, only the day he-
fore, American bombers and fighters
had met hot interception from Zeros.
For sheer daring, the rescue,
effeeted in daylight, virtually under
the nose of the onemy, ranks as
i one of the R.AAF.s greatest ex-
ploits,
i The names of t
i cannot he diselosed
s0ns.
The rescue ecrew comprised: W./ O,

the airmen saved
for securily rea-

TA. A Btienme (Melbourned, capiain,
IF./O. 1. Robson (Sandy Bayv, 'Tas.),
(secoind pilol; P /S5gt. J. J. Sweeney

navigator; ¥./
Sgt. R, V. Twmeth  (Haberficld,
NS W., wireless-air-gunner: F/Sgt,
D. ¥ Robertson (Camberwell, Vie),
lgunner; Sgt. B, . Tingman (Bri
ton, Vie.), engineer; S A. B, War-

e Neweastle, N.SW.,

b}
ton (Sydney), engince Sgt. T. R.
Elphick «(Bondi, N.8W., AVINOTeT;
Sgt. J. F, B. Oliver «(Gien Innes,

The flying boat was hit by anti-
aireraft fire over a target. The first
shot knocked out the starboard motor,
cutting fuel. ol and electrical lines.

Engine Crachs

Giiving the port motor everything,
the captain took the aircrafi up to
20001t and safely cleared the target
| area, However, the port engine
cracked under the ter1tic strain. The
Cat. had to land in darkness
miles offshore. It hit the
hard that several rivets in
were sprung.

Throughout their stay off the hos
| tile coast the crew had fo bale with-|
"ou

the hulll

gest
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enemy territory to save

ther the Japs or rescuers would find
them first, Despite baling, water rose
stead The engineet’s and naviga-
or's compartments wiere fooded when
ihe men were taken off,
A porachute and
were threwn out a8 sea whors,
hut  did not stop  the flying-hoat
from drifting. During the might
the throb ef a mofor vessel was
heard, but the ship did not sight
the plane,

About 8 am. the eng
port. engine going. i
saved the crew. The
miles or so out to sea.

A w, hours later one of two
American Liberators searching for
the crew strated a Japanese patrol

tywn  Aregnes

s ot the
nrohably
b, taxied 20

bty
-

vessel where the Cal. would have
been had the port motor f{ailed to
start.

Damaged Plane Surk
The Liberators were captained by
,I‘-l:'ijm"

Willinins, ol Missouri,
J. Lenibhan, of Jowa,
stricken Calbalina soon
rids, one  Liberator  dropped
supnlies and ealled up the other, This
bomher dropped another pavcel a |
tew foot, from the airoentt, and left

i,

C.

tr intercent the rescue aiveraft and |
cuide it back.
F/0. Etienne put his Catalina

up  alongside the other airerafd.

While the Liberators ecircled pro-
tectively, the crew and equipment
were transferved. This took nearly
an hour,

Before leaving, F/OQ ionne's guag- |
ners and one of the Liberators strafed |
the damaged seaplane and waited |
untii it burst inte flames and sank. |
niteen hours after hig oviginal
take-off, F/O Eiienne landed his

|
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down in 2 three-feel swell and tied g
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Catalina back _at_base,
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