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MELBOURNE; F 

day.-1.1Disobeyonce of 
orders", waa. sn'ggestecl:;by 
an,' Air Force , officer at 
the,ingaes0:foclay on .two 
aitmen. 
on ep em  'S 	t 
Watched by 06,000.  people the 

plane crashed _ neat '.'the Macau7 
lay rrallway stapon during an 
ARP demonStr4tion at 
ton racecourse. 
• Pilot-Officer Jamet./4e1 Hat./  
rig (25), 'of ' Clifton Fi11,;(wire- •
less air gunner), t end : F/Lieut. 
Richard Henry Roe (26), of Ben-
alla(pilot),;-,were 

Thecommanding offic 	f the 
Production - Test an • erry 

Squadron-Letidet. . W. 
Savage,,, said that after the'e'plane 
—a new Vultee Vengeance—had 
carried, out a dive-bombing dis-
play over the racecourse, ,it dived 
twice, followed . each time by , a 
slow roll. - • •" 

It failed%to come oUt.of the 
second diVe. Inverted, it ceased 
rolling, and continued flying at 
high speed, losing, height until it 
crashed. 	 - 

-'The 'ant made the roll off his 
own bat, and I think Would be 
considered < gisobeyanee- ,,of 
ders,"tS/Ldr. Sayage added. 

Constable Ledief7-Harley. said 
the plane flew 'h'n its bitck for 
a mile and athalf before Crash- 

The Coroner 	Tingate, 
PM) '-'found that the pecupants 
died from injuries receivtd when 
the plane .got out of -;liOntrol, 
struck a building and caught fire. 

SuAl(frAile4 /f &J 

TWO KILLED 
IN DIVE 

Bomber Crash 
TWO R.A.A.F. officers were killed 

on Saturday when a .Vultee- 
Vengeance dive-bomber crashed 
from 800ft. at a speed of nearly 
300 miles an hour, following a 
display dive for the A.R.P. demon- 
tration at Flemington racecourse. 
They were:— 

Flight Lieutenant Richard Henry 
Roe. 26. pilot, formerly of Benalla. 

Pilot Officer James Noel Harris. 25, 
Clifton Hill. 

Before enlisting in the R.A.A.F. in 
September, 1940. Roe was a clerk, and 
Harris, who enlisted in August. 1940, 
was a salesman. 

The plane, which was to oring 
tragic reality to the scene, was giving 
the first aerial display of the after-
noon—dive-bombing the waste area 
in the centre of the course. While 
about 60.000 people on the course and 
surrounding hills looked on. it came 
in from Footscray with the sun be-

, hind it. in a shallow dive. It levelled 
off safely at 800 to 1000 ft. as a pre-
arranged ground explosion took, place. 

Crowd Sees Flames 

L MOST immediately, possibly in 
the beginning of a victory roll, the 

machine turned on its back. then 
dived straight into a grain store be-
longing to the Victorian Wheat-
growers' Corporation, in Macaulay-
rd.. North Melbourne. For a moment 
there was hope that it had merely 
disappeared behind the hill. but a 
huge mushroom of black smoke and 
flames told a story which stunned 
the gathering. 

The crash was about two miles 
from the bombing area. Tearing 
through the iron roof of the store 
into bags of produce and through a 
brick wall, the bomber was reduced 
to fragments, which hundreds of 
spectators began to gather as sou-
venirs. Yesterday police reinforce-
ments had to be sent to clear the 
area of crowds. 
The Governor Sir Winston Dugan) 

and many high military• naval and 
Air Force officers saw the accident. 

Fire headquarters received a call 
within seconds from the Fire Chief 
Mr. Kemp). who was at the course 

and used the radio equipment re-
cently installed on fire wagons. Bri-
gades took more than two hours to 
extinguish the blaze in the factory. 

The area is thickly populated and 
the crashing machine passed within 
a few feet of the Macaulay railway 

!station, where a fairly crowded train 
was standing. 
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"Bomber Crashl
f'l'WO R.A.A.F. offlcers were tilledf

__ on Saturday when a Vultee-l
vengeance dive-bomber crashedl
from 800ft. at a speed of ne-arli Iruu . mlles an hour. following rl
orsprar* cltve for the A.R.p. demon_ [
tration at Flemington racecourse.I
lney were:-  I

Flight Lieutenant Richard lfcnn I
.  Roe. 26.  p i lot .  former ly of  neni t ta.  

-  
I

I _.!_ilot O_ffi.cer James Noel Harris. !f. I
,  Chf ton Hi l l .  

- ' t

Befole enl is [ ing in the R.A.Af.  rn I
Septembel ' .  1940. Roe was a c lerk.  end I
Halr is .  nho enl ls ted in August .  lg, ( t .  I' q ' a . s  a  sa l esman .  

-  ' l

T i re p lane.  which was ro or inr  I
t lagic real i ty  to the scene. was giv in i l
the nt 's t  aer ia l  d isplay of  the af t€r :  I
noon-di i 'e-bombing the waste area I
rn the cenlre of lhe course. Whilel
abour 60.000 people on the course andl
sul loundtng hi l ls  looked on.  i t  camel
rn l ront  Footscray wi th the sun be- l

, h i nd  i r .  i n  a  sha l l ow  d i ve .  I t  l e ve l l ed l
of i  sale l l  at  800 ro 1000 f t .  as a Dre- |
alranged ground explosion took piacc. 

I
Crowd Sees Flames I- l

\  LMOST immediarely.  possib ly in I'  -  
I  h e  b e l i t r n i n o  o f  a  v i n f n r v  r n l l  l h o  I

TWO KILLED|

' -  
! he  beg inn ing  o f  a  v i c t o r y  r o l t .  t he

nlacl i lne tu l 'ned on i ts  back.  then
d;ved st la ighr inTo a grain st .ore be-
loDglng to the Victo l . ian Wreat-
grower.: corporation, in Macaulay-
Id. .  North Melborune. For 'a moment
there q'a.s hope t-hat it had merely
disappealed behind the hi l l .  but  a
huge mushroom of black smoke and
flames Lo]d a story which stunned

'  
f h a  s c t h A l i n o

i The r.'rash *.as about two miles' from the bombing area. Tearing
.  through the i ron roof  of  the stor i

into bags of produce and through e
brick wall. the bomber rvas reduced
to fragments. shich hundreds ol
spectators began to gather as son-
venirs. Yesterday police reinforce-

i ments had to be sent to elear the
area of crowds.
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TI)e Governor {Sir  Winst .on Dugan)
and manv high mi l i tary.  naval-and

'Air Force officers saw the accident, i
Fire headquarters receiv€d a call j

wifhin seconds from the Fire Chief I
rMr.  Ken]P' .  sho was at  the coursc I
and.  used t t le radio equipment re-  |

rcently ins-talled on flre wa-gons, Bri- i'r gades took more than iwo hours toi
.:exlinguish the blaze in the factorv_' 

. The are.a is lhickly populated a-nd
i Lne- cra-srung machine passed within
ia. few feet of the Macaulay railway
lstatlon, $-here a fairly crowded traiir
lwas sLandlng.
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