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i Burning Plane Heroes 
, A trainee to whom Flying-
!Officer Malcolm Wilbur Baker, of 
1--Iairissmith (WA), was acting as 
'safety pilot hit an obstruction, 
and their aircraft crashed and 
caught fire, 

Baker kicked out the emer-
gency. panel and escaped. Despite 
injuries, he made several at-
tempts to release the trainee. 

He was assisted by LAC (Tem-
porary Corporal) Alfred Thomas 
Norman Taggart, of North Fitz-
roy (Vic.), LAC John Campbell 

' Ricrdan, of North Essendon 
(Vic.)

, 

and LAC George Henry 
Hoskins, of Corowa (NSW). 

Hoskins eventually succeeded 
in releasing the trainee. 

Baker and the three aircraft-
men have been commended. 
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EIGHT R.A.A.F. MEN 
COMMENDED 

CANBERRA, 	Friday.—The 
King has approved commenda-
tions for brave conduct for eight 
members of the R.A.A.F. 

Flying-Officer 	Malcolm 	Wilbur 
Baker, of Harrismith, Western Aus-
tralia; L.A.C. (Temporary .Corporal) 
Alfred Thomas Norman Taggart, of 
North Fitzroy, Victoria; L.A.C. John 
Campbell Riordan, of North Essendon, 
Victoria; and L.A.C. George Henry 
Hoskins, of Corowa, New South Wales, 
were commended for their efforts to 
rescue a trainee from a blazing plane. 

Baker was safety pilot with a 
trainee on a training flight, and in 
landing the aircraft hit an obstruction. 
crashed, and caught fire, Baker 
kicked out the emer,ency panel and 
escaped, and then, despite injuries, 
made several attempts to release the 
trainee. Taggart, Riordan, and 
Hoskins rushed to his assistance, and 
Riordan, in spite of the danger of 
the petrol tanks exploding, jumped on 
to the port mainplane of the blazing 
machine and, with. Hoskins, dragged 
the trainee away from the aircraft. 
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Pilot ' Killed 
• 	, 

R.A.A.F. Pilot -Sergeant 'k  Robe 
Donald Munro, 25, single,- of -Sou 
Australia, died of injuriest,receive 
when his plane cra.shed on 4 trair# 
flight on Tuesday.  

Flying-Officer 	Malcolm'  
Baker, 27, married, Of Perth, tikid in-
jured. 	 • 

The plane was operating ftern,11 Vic= 
torian. station. 
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iBurning Plqne Heroes
N e trainee i.o whom Flying-
lOfiicer Malcolm Wilbul Baker, of
iHarrissmith (WA), rvas acting as
rsafety pilot hll an obstruction,
and their aircl'afi clashed and
caught fire.
' Baker kicked out fhe emer-
gensy.panel and escapgd. Despite
injurles, he made sevelal at-

.tempts to lelease the U'ainee.
He was assisted by LAC tTem-

porary Corpol'al) Aui'ed Thomes j
Norman Taggart, of Nol'th Fitz- I

, rov  (V ic . ) ,  LAC John Campbe l l l'Ricldan. of Nol ' th Essendon I
tVic.).  an4 LAC Georgs Henryl
Hoskins, of Corowa (NSW). I

Hoskins eventuallv succeeded I
in leleasing l.he tlainee. li

Baker and the ttrre€ aircraft- ll
men have been commended. I

sa,y(trkyel 26.1.43

EIGHT R.A.A.F. MEN
.COMMENDED

CANBERRA, Friday.-The
King has approved commenda,
tlons.tor brave conduct for elghi
members of the R.A.A.F.
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Flytng-Oftcer Malcolm Witbur
Baker, o( Harismlth, Western Aus.
tralla; L.A.C. (Temporat'y .Corporal)
Allred Thomas Norman Taggart, ot
North Fllzroy, .Victoria; f..e.C. .lonn
Campbcll RlordRn, of North Essendbn,
Victoria; and L.A.C. George Henry
Hoskins, of corowa, New south wales.
were commended for iheir efforts to
rescue a trainee from a blezing planc.

Baker was safety pilot with a
Dralnee on a l,l 'ainir\g flight, and ln
landlng the aircraft hlt an obstructlon.
crashed, and caught flre, Baker
klcked _out the emer;ency psnel and
esc8ped, and then, desfrite lnlurtes,
made several attcmph to release the
trainee. Taggart, .Rlordan, and
I$klns tyEhad.to hts.a$igiance, and
Rlordan, lir sptt€ of 

'the 
dandir ol

the.petlol tenks exploding, lumpett cn
[o the pot't narnplane of the blazinc
machln€ &nd, wlth. Hoskins, draggeii
rne f,ralnee awey from the atrcraft.
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