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R.A.A.F. plane hits aship's mast4  
crashes in flames  

TWO AIRMEN DIE 
IN CRASH 

PLANE STRUCK MAST 

BRISBANE. elnday.—Two R.A.A.F 
men were killed in dive-bombing 
practice yesterday when their plan 
struck the mast of a ship in the Bris-
bane River. 

The ship was berthed at the Barnil 
ton Cold Stores wharf, and the plan 
crashed into an open area behind th 
stores. 

Part of the engine fell on the roo 
of the stores and the plane crashe 
to earth.. One of the occupants w_  
thrown from the plane by the impac 
and landed 350 feet away. 

Hamilton fire brigade was on the 
;scene within two minutes, but th ' 
plane was by then a red-hot inferno 

I The body of the other man was re 

Mi
re from the wreckage before th 
fire was extinguished. 

BRISBANE, Sat.—Two R.A.A.F. men were 
killed this morning at Hamilton when their 
plane hit the mast of a berthed ship and 
crashed in flames. 

The men were practising dive-bombing when their 
plane hit the mast. 

Hundreds of people saw the tearing off some of the fuselage. 

CraSh. - 
	The plane was seen to hurtle over 

The plane, a single-engined, high- 
wool sheds near the wharf, spin low 
for 50 yards, and crash in saltpans 

powered dive-bomber, had completed I nearby. borne eye-witnesses thougnt it 
exercises over Brisbane River. It ap- was aligl -  'efore it. hit the ground. 
proached the ship--a naval vessel— I 
and failed to rise. 	

Fireme. _aught for an hour to put 
out the ere, but the plane was 

It struck  the crow's nest  on the mast, 
destroyed. 

'I Firemen recovered one body from the 
wreckage. The other body was thrown 

I1 clear when the plane crashed. 
Both the men killed came from other 

States. 
The crow's nest was the only part of 

the ship damaged 

Plane Hit 
Ship, 
2 Killed 
-1 -  BRISBANE, Saturday. 
—Hundreds of people at 
Hamilton this morning 
saw a plane hit the mast 
of a berthed ship when 
practising dive-bombing, 

- and crash in flames in 
salt pans nearby. 

Two RAAF men in the plane, 
whose homes are in other States, 
were killed. 

Firemen fought for an hour to 
quell the flames but the plane 
was destroyed. 

One body was recovered from 
the burning wreckage. The 
iother was thrown clear when 
the machine crashed. 

The plane, a Niel:-powereci 
dive-bomber. had completed a 
ew exercises over the river and 
as aprpoaching the ship when 

t failed to rise from a dive and 
truck the crow's nest-  
Scarcely any damage was 
titt-7.70 the ship. 
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Smoking ruins of the plane in which two R.A.A.F. men lost their livea 
when the machine crashed at Eagle Farm yesterday. Prior to crash 

the 'plane hit the mast of a ship, during dive-bombing practice. 

len Killed When 'Plane Hits Ship's Mao 
TERRIFIC DEATH DIVE,  FIRE ii)1=;.sti  

Tragedy At Hamilton 
Two members or the R.A.A.F. were killed instantly yes-

terday when their machine crashed at Eagle Farm, three 
miles from the city, of striking the mast of a ship. Hun-
dreds of residents of Blamilton and Ascot, who had been 
watching the 'plane pra ctising dive bombing and strafing 
runs over ships in the river, saw the crash. 

Ambulance cars and fire reels 
were sent to the crash scene be-
tween Harbor-road and the 
wharves at Hamilton. 
TIHE force with which the machine 

crashed killed both occupants. 
One man was thrown clear of the 
eckage, which was strewn over a 
stance of 100 yards. Remains of 

other airman were recovered by 
men after they had extinguished 

blaze which broke out immedi- 
fter the crash. 

nesses stated that they had 
cted out of doors by the 

'plane's engine as the 
towards the earth 

ntle a number 

-4- on 

rcn Kitledwhen,'plane Hitssft ip" u_ug!r.,
I TERRIFIC DEATH DIVE, Ft?gjsrm
Trqgedy At Hamilton

Two members of the E.A'A'F were killecl instantly yes-

terday when their -a"nittu crashed at Eagle Farm, three

miles from the city, ai(er striuing the mast of a ship' gun-

dreds of residents oi- fr"*ift"n antl Ascot' who tail been

watching the 'plane-piictitiog ilive bombing anil straflng

Smohing  tu ins .o t  the  P ' lne  'n  w" 'e " ' - -  " " - ' i ; ; . i .  
Pr io r  to  c rash l

;i;;-;8" machine *ashed a! Eagl F1'\-"-""tt-.-.-^'-Ain- 
nrtrcttce"cLed out of doors bY the

' ^ 1 ^ - ^ , d  a r r o i n a  a e  t y r eplane's engine as the' +owards the earth at

.en the macntne "'*"=i ii 
" "7i, 

during dioe-bombing pructice"
the 

'plane hit the mosl --=:-
i"wa.as Ihe earth at<, s

i"ttt o"J" ships in thb river, saw the crash'
---? Ambulance cars and fire re-els

| *,r;;;t-i; tr," 
"ti.n 

t""tte b9-
I ttJ*en Harbor-road and the
' wharves at llamilton.

TrHE force with which lhe machine
' crashed killed both occuPants.-
One man was thrown clear of the
'eckage, which was s[rewn over a
;ta-nci-'of 1oo Yards. Remains -of
. ottrLr airman were recovered- bY
men after they had extinguished-uiaze 

which broke out immedi-
tter the cra^sh.':ne!!"s 

stated that thel'had Smohing tuins of the plane in uhic-h tu:o R'A'A'F' mee. lost thev lioet

ahen the machine 
""":;:'; "i 

E;4.; Fatm teslerdi"^'-rl::'^:.:^r"::tn'

it
0

0

t,
ri

)t
!e
ie

id

ed
ap

ade a nurnber I.vet. 
I. .- .  on I

- l



TERRIFIC DEATH DA 
Tragedy At Hamilton 

Two members or the R.A.A.F. were killed instantly yes-
terday when their machine crashed at Eagle Farm, three 
miles from the city, after striking the mast of a ship. Hun-
dreds of residents of Hamilton and Ascot, who had been 
watching the 'plane pra ctising dive bombing and strafing 
runs over ships in the river, saw the crash. 

Ambulance cars and fire reels 
were sent to the crash scene be-
tween Harbor-road and the 
wharves at Hamilton. 
TIRE force with which the machine 

crashed killed both occupants. 
One man was thrown clear of the 
eckage, which was strewn over a 
stance of 100 yards. Remains of 

other airman were recovered by 
men after they had extinguished 

blaze which broke out immedi- 
fter the crash. 
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2 Airmen Killed When 'Plan 

TWO KILLEDWHEN 
PLANfi 111175 SHIP 

i4...a,e9/ye,or 
Hundreds..at Hamilton this tnorning save 

a single-engine plane hit the mast of a 
berthed vessel when practising dive-bombing 

1 and crash in flames on the salt pans off 
• Harbour 'Road. 

I he 	two , occupants. 	both wool sheds near the lower wharf.• 
spin low for about 500 yards and 

likAF men whose homes are in crash. 
other States of the Common- Some eye-witnesses thought it 

wealth, were killed. 	 as alight 	before it hit the 

Hamilton firemen fought for an round. City ambulances were rushed to 
hour to quell the flames: but the .die scene: and six men of a fire 

reel from  Hamilton draggedi 300 ft. 
of hose from roadway water plugs 
to fight the fiercely blazing plane. 

At first the firemen could not 
machine crashed. 	 disciver if any. one was in the 

The machine. a 	high-powered wreck, but as they got the blaZe 
dive-bomber. -had ...completed a few somewhat under control they en-
exercises down the middle of the tered the wreckage and rescued one 
river, and approaching the . berthed 
vessel failed to rise from a dive Hardly any damage was caused 
and struck the crow's nest. 	 to the vessel .a naval craft, the 

Some of the fueselage was crow's nest being merely forced 
carried away and the .large plane slightly out of line near the top 
was seen to hurtle .fiver the 

plane was destroyed. The firemen. 
however, recovered one body from 
the Bruning. wreckage. the other 
being thrown clear when the 

94 

2 Airmen Kitled When'' Plan
TERRIFIC DEATH DI
Trqgedy At Hamilton

Two members of the R.A.A.F were killetl instantly yes-

terday when their mbchine crashed at Eagle Farm, three
miles frorn the city, af(er striking the mast of a ship. guo-
dreds of residents of fiamilton and Ascot, wbo had been
watching the 'plane prdctising dive bombing and straffng
runs over ships in thb river, saw the crash.
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 

• 

,c,••••: MU 1585-6.7-8 
TEL, 

„i 

•• 
LEGRAPHIC ADDRESS AVIAT. SYDNEY. 

IN REPLY QUOTE 	14/3.  

TIENORANDUTT POP.: 

DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION, 

THE KINGSFORD-SMITH AERODROME. 

P.O =OX 41 MASCOT, N.SVV 

27 	41044. 

Director-General of Civil Aviation: 

HAMTLTOT PLYITY.1. BOAT BASE - R. A. A. F. ACCIDENT  

I forward herewith copy of report dated 24th 
July (which has probably already been sent you by Archer-
field) from the Control Officer at Hamilton Base in 
regard to a fatal accident to a R.A.A.F. aircraft close 
to Hamilton Base on the 22nd July, 1944. 

2. 	 It is suggested that it be reported to Air 
Board that dive-bombing in the vicinity of our bases is 

st undesirable. 

• • • 

l!e.3( 7 qt-ts 
(/1/ • 

District Surerintendent. 
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DEPARTMENT OF CTVIL  AV IAT ION.

THE K INGSFO ITH AERODROME.

P.O x .41 MASCOT, N.S W

4r:t; !

lFl,ioR.AIDIII!-F0R:

Dlreetor-General- of Clvll Avta't i 'on:

Juiy (whleh
f1eId.) from
regard. to a
to Hamllton

2. It  ls suggestedt that l t  be nepontei l  to A1r
elcra thnt dlve-Uonitlie 1n the vlclnlty of o'r bases ts

I forw;:,rcl henewith'coPI/ of roport d'atect 24th
;";-tr;;otry ntreadv 6bgn 99lt vgu bv.Arche:r-
{fre dontrol- Off leer a.t Hamll-ton Base ln
fa.iai accld.ent to a R.A.A.F. atncnaft cloeo
Ba.se on the 22nrt Julyr 19h4.
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A27-535-  

COPY. 

Hamilton, 
M2646 	 24th July, 1944. 
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WDFS/rom 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

The Officer-in-Charge, 
Department of Civil Aviation, 
ARGHERFIELD AERODROME. 

PRACTISE DIVE-BOMBING  
IN THE VICINITY OF THE FLYING BOAT BASE. 

At approximately 11;05 on Saturday, the 22nd July, a :R.A.A.F. 
"VULTEE VEICEANCE", number believed to be A27/535, while practising dive bombing. 
on a United States Navy Vessel, the K.A.S., which was moored alongside the wharf 
situated about are hundred (100) yards to the west of the main office of the 
Flying Boat Base. The plane while pulling out of a dive struck the crowsnest of 
a vessel along side the K.A.S., straightened out and went into a shallog dive, at this 
juncture it was seen that pieces of the plane were scattered in all directions, 
one piece falling in the main gate of the Flying Boat Base. 

The plane then proceeded in its dive, cleared the wool sheds and 
Crashed into the back of the Base, and then caught fire. 

The pilot was thrown clear of the plane and landed in the mangroves, 
but the observer was wedged in the plane and not until the fire was extenguidhed 
was he found, badly burnt. 

The accident was viewed by the Qantas Empire Airways Passengers, 
which will be appreciated had a bad effect upon their nerves. 

This matter of dive-bombing in the vicinity of the Flying Boat Base 
is viewed with grave concern, and it would be appreciated if action can be taken 
to stop this practice in the future. 

(W.D.F. STOW) 
Control Off icer. 

Copy to: The District Superintendent, 
Mascot. 
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TEUORAIVDTDT tr{Rt- -

tbc Off tocr-LnrGbargct
Doparhsnt of Clrrll Avtatlon,
ARCTIRFIEID AMOXROIB.

Ean{Ltoae
34tr ituly, D&*o

The pilot mas thronr clear of, tbe Blanc ancl la:nlccl in tbo Erngrovos,
but tbc observer was roilged in ths plane ancl not untll t&e ftre uas cteaguisbedl
was ho found,, batlly burtto

lhs aoolttent nas vievcd by tbc Qantas 8ryfrc Alrrays Pa^EEcrgct:E,
rhloh riIL be apprcoiatetl had a bail eftcot rgnn their narrego

ThLs Datter of illvrboubtng la the vloiatlr of the Fryfttg Boat Baec
ie vienedl wJ,th grave corrcern, anil it woulil be aplrcoiatedt if actloa can bo talo
to stop this praotico in the futuro.

(w.D,F. sor)
Oontrol Offioor"

Copy to; The Dietriot Stperinterdentt
Mascot.

At approxinatcly 113O5 on Satnrtby, lio ?9,ttr Julyr a R.1.A.F.
rfWtgEE VA$EANCEi, nutber bolLevcdt to bo A27/535, Ebll.c trlraatlslrtg tllvc bo$tng.
on a Uniteil Statcs Navy Vosscl, tho K.A.S., nld.oh was rpold alongaldo tt! vhalf
situatcd about dn lnudrc<t (:OO) yarae b the rogt of tbc uain offioc of thc

xry*g"'f ei"ft "3ir"T*nf ff Jrli,Bs*fi "e'i#&u*H."sis"1iff Tiii,"Lr*,
Junctr.re it was so€n that picoos of tb pl'an€ wcro eoattcrotl la aIL cllrcotlors,
ono ploce fal,Ling ln ttre nain gatc of tht flying Boat Bageo

lbo plarn tben proceetled tn its tlivo, oLearcd the wool shotlg ard
crasbetl into the back of tho Baser ard then caught flrec


