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4 plaﬁe hits
crashes in flames

BRISBANE, Sat.—Two R.A.A.F. men were ~ TWO_ AIRMEN DIE
killed this morning ot Hamilton when their | IN CRASH
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plane hit the mast of a berthed shup and PLANE STRUCK MAST
crashed in flames.
' The men were practising dive-bombing when their mg,R‘ﬁfﬁjE;; dﬁ%“ﬁ?‘:’é’ l?ox%bAmP;
plane hit the mast. | B oy vhen et
; Crali?lnd;eds o P W e e s e e |, The ship ‘was berthed at the Hamil-

| wool sheds near the wh

{ton Cold Stores wharf, and the plane
for 50 yards, and crash

crashed into an open area behind the
| stores.

Part of the engine fell on the roof:

. ¥, spin
The plane, a single- evxg ined, high-i L. Spl

powered dive- -bomiber, had compleied | nearby. ~—ome eye-wit
€XeILises over Brisbane River, It ap-. was alig! efore it h e
proaehed the ship—a naval vessel— | Fir S 1of the stores and the plane crashed
nd faile rise. { rireme. .ought for a 'to earth. . Qne of the occupants

and 13._L_,£1 :O h : e i O D wa

y It struck the crow’s nest on the mast, ¢ the fire,” but the plan s . thrown from the plane by the impae
s |destroyed. i .and landed 350 feet away. E
| Firemen recovered one bod . Hamilton fire brigade was on the
iwreckage. The other body fllel‘e within two minutes, but the
{clear when the plane I The Shords by then a red-hot inferno
| Both the men killea The body of the other man was re-
'States. i §govered from the Wreckage before the
i ; 11re was o

.. The crow's nest was the only part of| i —uinguished }
.ne ship ua:na%d { =
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iPIane Hit R
Ship,
2 Killed

“7 BRISBANE, Sacturdoy.
~—Hundreds of people at
Hamilton this morning
saw a plane hit the mast
of a berthed ship when
practising dive-bombing,
“ond crosh in flames in
salt pans nearby.

&

. Two RAAF men in the plane,
whose homes are in other States,
were killed.

Firemen fought for an hour to
quell the flames but the plane
was destroved.

One body was recovered nmn
the Dburning wreckage.
other was thrown clear ‘.hr»q
’Lhe machine crashed.

The ~ plane, a s
;d;w -bomber. had comp
{ew.gxercises over the river and
Wwas-aprpoaching the ship when
it failed to rise from a dive and
struck the crow's nest.

Scarcely any damage was

f'aﬁsed o the ship,




1en
| TERR

led When *Plane Hits Ship’s Mast.

;e AIRMEN®""

FIC DEATH DIVE, FIRE ivio'enisn!

i

AX NS

Tragedy At Hamilton

Two members of the R.A.A.F. were killed instantly yes-
terday when their machine crashed at Eagle Farm, three
miles from the city, aféer striking the mast of a ship. Hun-
dreds of residents of Blamilton and Ascot, who had been
watching the ’plane practising dive bombing and strafing
runs over ships in the river, saw the crash.

— el §)
®  Ambulance cars and fire reels
were sent to the crash scene be-
“tween Harbor-road and the
wharves at Hamilton.

NHE force with which the machine .
crashed killed both occupants.
One man was thrown clear of the
eckage, which was strewn over a
stance of 100 yards. Remains of
v other airman were recovered by
men after they had extinguished
blaze which broke out immedi-

fter the crash. . . . ‘
“nesses stated that they had Smoking ruins of the plane in which two R.A.A.F. men lost theur lives

cted out of doors by the when the machine crashed at Eagle Farm yes{erday. f’rior to ;rash,
plane’s engine as _the the ’plane hit the mast of a ship, during dive-bombing practice.
" +towards the earth at - -

‘ade a number
“vel.

- <% on




2AirmenKi

TWOKILLED WHEN
PLANE, HITS SHIP

a Hundreds at Ham:lton t 1is

Ol‘ll!llg Saw

i.a single-engine plane hit the mast of a
berthed 'vessel when practising dive-bombing

|

| and crash

. Harbour ‘Road.
I

in flames on the salt pans off

The two . occupants, both| waeol l‘hedf' nealJ)r ﬂtlea{l}(o)“err 3‘ h;:fd
: yards

RAAF men whose homes are mn ;{’:;h oW oL 200t

'other States of the Common-| Some eye-witnesses thought it

iwealth, were killed. was alight before it hit the

| zround.

Hamilton firemen fought for an}® City ambulance' svars: ushed.ite
‘hour to quell the flames: but the|iyq scene! and six men of a fire
{plane was destroyed. The firemen. |ree] from Hamilton dragged: 300 ft.
:lwvxeve1 recovered one body from|of hose from roadway water plugs
‘the bruning. wreckage. the other |to fight the fiercely blazing plane.
‘being thrown  clear when the| At first the firemen could not

'machine crashed.
The machine. a

high-powered
dive-bomber, had “completed a few

was in the
got the' blaze
they en-

disciver if .~ any one
wreck, but as they
somewhat under control

exercises down the middle of theitered the wreckage and rescued one

river, and. approaching the. berthed !
dive

vessel failed to rise from a
and struck the crow's nest.
Some of the fueselage was
carried away and the large plane
was seen to hurtle over the

body.

Hardly any damage was caused
to the vessel .a naval craft, the
crow's nest being wmerely farced
clightly out of line near the top

of the mast 3
¢ Wleets s

led When "Plan

TERRIFIC DEATH DI
Tragedy At Hamilton

Two members of the R.A.A.F. were killed instantly yes-
terday when their miachine crashed at Eagle Farm, three
miles from the city, aféer striking the mast of a ship. Hun-
dreds of residents of BIanrulton and Ascot, who had been
watching the ’plane practising dive bombing and strafing
runs over ships in the river, saw the crash.

— e $)
©®  Ambulance cars and fire reels

were sent to the crash scene be-
tween Harbor-road and the
wharves at Hamilton.

MHE force with which the machine
crashed killed both occupants.
One man was thrown clear of the
‘eckage, which was strewn over a
stance of 100 yards. Remains of
~ other airman were recovered by
men after they had extinguished
blaze which broke out immedi-~

fter the crash.
‘nesses stated that they had .
cted out of doors by the
‘plane’s engine as the
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w7 DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION,
LEC;RAPHIC ADDRESS : AVIAT. SYDNEY. THE KINGSFO ‘D‘SMITH AERODROME.
IN REPLY QUOTE ..o '114-,/3___
41561
IEMORAINDUNT TOR:
Director-General of Civil Aviation:
HAMILTON FLYING BOAT BASE = R A.A,Fo ACCIDENT
22. 70 1%.
) ' T forward herewith copy of revort dated 2lth

July (which has probably olready been sent you by Archer-
field) from the Control Officer at Hamilton Base in
regard to a fatal accident to a R.A.A.Fe aircraft close
to Hamilton Base on the 22nd July, 194l

2 - It is suggested that it be reported to Alr
Board that dive-bombing in the vicinity of our bases is

st undesirable,
P®.31-7-99- z/
17579 HA .

wrl™

District Surerintendent,

[~ 3 .



A27-535T 0

COPY,
Hanmilton,
M2646 24th July, 1944,
39
WDFS/mm
MEMORANDUM FOR3

The Officer-in-Charge,
Department of Civil Aviation,
ARCHERFIELD AFROIRCME,

PRACTISE DIVE-BOMBING
IN THE VICINITY OF THE FLYING BOAT BASE.

At approximately 11305 on Saturday, the 22nd July, a R.A.A.F.
"WULTEE VENGEANCE", nunber believed to be A27/535, while practising dive bombing.
on a United States Navy Vessel, the K.A.S.,, which was moored alongside the wharf
sitwated about dne hundred (100) yards to the west of the main offics of the
Flying Boat Base. The plane while pulling out of a dive struck the crowsnest of
a vessel along side the K, A.S., straightened out and went into a shallow dive, at thiz
Juncture it was seen that pieces of the plane were scattered in all directions,
one piece falling in the main gate of the Flying Boat Base,

The plans then proceeded in its dive, cleared the wool sheds ard
crashed into the back of the Base, and then caught fire, '

The pilot was thrown clear of the plane and landed in the mangroves,
but the observer was wedged in the plane and not until the fire was extenguished
was he found, badly burnte

The accident was viewed by the Qantas Empire Airways Passengers,
which will be appreciated had a bad effect upon their nerves,

This matter of dive-bombing in the vicinity of the Flying Boat Base
is viewed with grave concern, and it would be appreciated if action can be taken
to stop this practice in the future. ,

(W.D.F. STOW)
Control Officer,

Copy to: The District Superintendent,
Mascots,



