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Airman’s 31
hours swim

An RAAPF. .wiréless air- -
gunner 'who parachuted. into
the sea off the Japanese-held
coast of New Britain was
rescued after three and a half
hours in the water. "

He is_Flying-Officer Dick Whitford,
Cottonville, S.A. by
Pilot of Whitford’s Bomber, Flying-
Officer Chris Sugden, of York. W.A,
ordered his men to bale out when one
of the motors of the Boston failed
and the plane got out of control.
Whitford got out, but the navigator,
Pilot-Officer Jack Reid, Glen Innes,
N.S.W., was jammed when his harness |
fouled the armor plating. f
Sugden managed to get control of |
!the plane again g few feet above the |
'water. He noted Whitford's position |
(in the water, ang reported it to base. i
Whitford was supported by his Mae
West jacket,
He  jumped with the dinghy in: his|
hand, but the slipstream tore it from |
his_grasp, o i
He swam away from the shore. five
imiles away, 'to avoid the Japs, and in-
tending to slip ashore at night,
He was sighted later by a Kiity-
hawk, and picked up by a Catalina,
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