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MELBOURNE: The warning sign on the 
front of the truck declared: "Long Wide 
Load Following". That was almost an und-
erstatement, as frustrated motorists on 
Melbourne's Tullamarine Freeway 
banked up for kilometres behind the 
truck. "The load" was a vintage DC-2 air-
craft which was being taken to Mel-
bourne airport for an aircraft display. 
Even with its wings "clipped", the DC-2 
just fitted into the two lanes of the free-
way. The rare plane was discovered 
about two years ago by enthusiasts near 
Camden, New South Wales. It has since 
been restored to its former glory. The dis-
play is expected to be the largest collec-
tion of civil, military and antique aircraft 
ever seen in Victoria. It is part of the 

State's 150th birthday celebrations. 
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MELBAURNE: The warning sign on the
lront ol the truck declared: "Long Wide
Load Following".Thal was almost an und-
erslatement, as truslrated motarisls on
M e l b o u r n e ' s  T u l l a m a r i n e  F r e e w a y
banked up lor k i lometres behind the
truck. "The load" was a vintaga DC-2 air-
cral t  whlch was being taken to Met-
bourne alrport lor an aircralt display.
Even with its wings "clipped", the DC-2
iust lttted Into the lwo lanes ol the lree-
way. The rare plane was discovered
about two years ago by entfrusiasts near
Camden,Itlew Soutfi Wales. rt t as slnce
been restored to its Jormer glory.Ihe dls-
play Is expected to be the largest coltec-
tion ol civll, mllltary and antlque alrcralt
ever seen in Victoria. tt is part ol the

Slate's 1 50th birthday celebrations.



A VINTAGE DC-2 plane slowed 
traffic for an hour along the 
Tullamarine Freeway (right) 
when it took to the road 
yesterday. 

The historic plane's wings were 
dismantled for the 7 km journey 
to Melbourne Airport where it 
will star in the open weekend on 
February 23 and 24. 

A group of enthusiasts disco-
vered the plane outside Camden, 
NSW, two years ago, bought it and 
restored it. 

One of the largest collections of 
antique, military and civil air-
craft will be on display at the 
airport as part of Victoria's 150th 
birthday celebrations. 

Among the planes on show will 
be the De Havilland DHSS Comet 
Racer which won the 1934 London 
to Melbourne air race. 

Organisers expect up to 150,000 
people to attend the two-day 
expo. 
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Oti a wing and a crane 

  

   

      

THIS historic DC2 plane 
(below), which arrived in 
Melbourne two weeks ago, 
is starting to regain its 
shape. 

The plane, which was found 
under a group of trees in Cam-
den, 50 km west of Sydney, ar-
rived at Essendon Airport on the 
back of two trucks. 

It is the only DC2 in Australia 
capable of being restored, and 
yesterday it was lifted by a 
mobile crane on to two wing 
sections holding the • engine 
mounts. 

The restoration, which will 
cost about $60,000, is being done 
by James Wright, an aircraft 
maintenance engineer at Essen-
don, Jack McDonald, the chief 

pilot of IPEC, with the help of 
pilot and policeman Sen.-Const. 
Paul Backas. 

The DC2 is planned to fly to 
England and back in 1984 to 
mark the 50th anniversary of 
the historic 1934 MacRobertson 
Centenary Air Race. 

The DC2, which was first built 
in 1934, came a close second in 
the race, and commercial suc-
cess quickly followed. 
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THIS his tor ic  DC2 Plane
(below),  which arr ived in
Melboume two weeks ago'
is sta*ing to regain its
shape.

The plane, $'hich was found
rrnder a srol l l )  o[  t rees in Cant-
den.  50 km r icst  of  sydtre} '  a. r -
ii,"ehit Essendon Airport on the
track of ts,o trucks'

i

It is the orrlY DC2 in Australia

capahle of being restored, ar.ld

yesterda,Y it wa-s lifted bY a

nobHe crane on 1o two wing

sect iotrs hcld ing ihe engine

ntounts.
The. restoration, which will

cosr,  a l )out  $00,000.  is  l )e ins done
bv  James  W l i g i I l ,  an  a l r c ra r t
r r ie intenance engineer at  Essel l -
i[o", iaet McPJna]d, the chief

nilot of IPEQ, with the he-Jo of
tiLi ;na policeman sen.-Const'
FauI Backas.

The DC2 is Planned to flY to
Ensland atrd back in 1984 to
liiii[--tne-'bbth anni'ersary of
the historic 1934 MacRopertson
Centenary Air Race'

The DC2, which was flrst built
in-f-gg+,-ca'me a close second in
t lre raie. and comryercial suc-
cess quickly followed.
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A VINTAGE DC-Z Plane slowed
iraffic for an hour along the
Tullamarine FreewaY (right)
when i t  took  to  the  road
yesterday.
' The historic Plane's wings were

dismantled for the ? km journeY
to Melbourne AirPort where it
will star in the oPen weekend on
February 23 antl 24.

A sroup of enthusiasts disco'
vered'the Ptane outside Camden'
NSW, two iears ago, bought it and
restored it.

One of the largest collections of
aniique, militaiY and civil air-
craft will be on disPlay at the
airport as part ofVictoria's 150th
birthday celebrations.

Amons the Planes on show will
be the De Havilland DH88 Comet
Racer which won the 1934 London
to Melbourne air race.

Organisers expect uP to 150'000
people to attend the two-daY
expo.
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THIS 1935 DC-2 could 
be flying by Christmas 
after years of sitting 
under a shady tree in 
Sydney. 

And the two Mel-
bourne men who have 
bought the old plane 
say it will be the only 
flying DC:2 in the 
world. 

They want to enter 
the DC-2 in the 50th 
anniversary of the Lon-
don to Australia air 
race in 1984. 

The new owners, 
Capt. Jack McDonald  

and Mr Jim Wright, ; 
both of Essendon, are 
dismantling the plane 
to bring it to Mel-
bourne where It will be 
refurbished. 

Mr Paul Backas, who 
is helping to move and ' 
renovate the plane, said 
it would cost more 
than $100,000 to get it 
back in the air. 

The restorers hope to 
have the plane ready to 
take part in- the 150th ; 
anniversary celebrations 
for the founding of 
Victoria. 
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'THIS 1935 DC-Z coul i l

be flying bY C-hristlras
after years of srtlrng
uniler a shaaly lree In
t{fi8"'u'" t\yo $"1-
bourne lnen who nave
bought the, old Plane
sav i t  wi l l  be the onry
flting DC -2 ]n tne
world.

Thelr want tP el]qr
the DC-2 in the -buln
anniversarY oI the rron-
don to Ausi.ralia alr

land Mr Jim Wright, '
both of Essendon, are'
dismantline the Plane i
to brins it to -Me]-
bourne where lt wlll De :
refurbished.refilrbished. 1

Mr Paul Backas, whg I
is helpins to move and lliitpiie- to +ov6 ano j
ittio"iiJ?trJ piane, said i
it would cost mo{9 .
than $100,000 to get ll I
back in the air. I

The restorers nope to:
have the Plane rcady to :
take part in lhe 150th i
anniversarY celeDrat lons l
for the founding o[ |

t_)
race in 1984.

The new
Cant.. Jack

oT/ners,
McDonald#onatti victoria. i
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