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Four airmen and a W.A.A.A.F. corporal were 
killed when an aircraft crashed into a house and set 
fire to it in northern New South Wales. The aircraft 
was on a navigational training flight. 
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WAAAF AND FOUR AIRMElq 
KILLED IN CRASH 

Four It 	men a nd a 
Waar corporal were killed 
when carrying-  out non -ope-
ration navigational training 
exercises in northern NSW. 
The Rivera ft burnt. the house 

Into which it, trashed. and those 
killed were:, 

111.-5e1. 	Ines 	Ian 	Noble, 
pilot, of Livered, NSW. 

W 0 William  Henry Osborne. 
; wireless operator, of DIlli•y 

Meadows. NEW. 
LAC ROVII 	Cecil 

yainee- nay iv. a I otr, of 
ba Queensland, 

LAC William John Ervin, 
Trainee-navigator, of Trundle, 
NSW. 

Corporal Joan May McCor-
mack, passenger, of Riclinond. 

.NSW. 

cl/Af((m, 
gY) 	9. 

The victims were:-
Flight-Sergeant James Ian Noble, 

pilot, of Inverell. 
Warrant-Officer William Henry Os-

borne, wireless operator, of Dairy 
Meadows. 

L.A.C. Roy Cecil Edwards, trainee 
navigator, of Toowoomba (Q.). 

L.A.C. William John Erwin, trainee 
navigator, of Trundle. 

Corporal Joan May McCormack, 
passenger. of Richmond. 

The tragedy occurred abotr 150 
yards from the home of Sergeant 
Noble's parents. 

Eye-witnesses say that the plane 
flew low apparently to salute the 

j pilot's mother and father. They said  

that there was an explosion and one 
wing appeared to break off. 

The aircraft crashed in a lane near 
the weatherboard home of Rex Eimer. 

When the plane struck the ground 
toppled over on to the house and 
burst into flames. 

RESIDENTS HELPLESS 
Residents ran to help the occu-

pants, but they were driven back by 
the intense heat as the house an• air-
craft burnt fiercely. The house was 
unoccupied. 

Part of the wreckage of the air» 
craft fell into the yard of the pilot's 
parents. They tried to rescue their 
son and the others with him in the 
plane, but were driven back by the 
heat. astitif 

aft 

Ed wards. 
Toowoom- 
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"FOUR R.A.A.F. men and a W.A.A.F. 
-I-  corporal were killed while on 
non-operations I navigational train-
ing exercises in northern New South 
Wales. 

The dwelling house into which the 
aircraft crashed was destroyed by 
fire. 

Tose killed were Flight-Sergeant 
James Ten Noble (pilot). Inverell, 
N.S.W.; W/0. William Henry Os-
borne (wireless operator). Fairy-
meadow, N.S.W.; L/A/C Roy Cecil 
Edwards (trainee navigator). Too-
woomba. Q.; 1,,,A.0 William John 
Ervin (trainee navigator). Trundle, 
N.S.W.; Cpl. Joan May McCormack 
I passenger 'RiOunkInd • N.S.W. 

FOUR FLIERS AND 
W.A.A.F. KILLED 

Nity tigit 12.9.0 

PLANE CRASHES NEAR 
PILOT'S PARENTS' HOME 
Four airmen and a W.A.A.F. were killed when an 

R.A.A.F. plane crashed at Inverell, 150 yards 'from_ 
the home of the pilot's parents, 

Parts of the plane were picked 
up in the yard of the home. The 
pilot's wife and two children live 
in Inverell. 

The plane crashed into a house, set-
ting it on fire. 

There was nn one in the 
the time. 

Those killed were:- 

Flight-Sergeant James Ian Noble, 
pilot, of Inverell, N.S.W. 

Warrant•Officer, William Henry Os-
borne, wireless operator, of Dairy 
Meadows, N.S.W. 

L.A.C. Roy Cecil Edwards, trainee 
navigator, of Toowootnba, Queensland. 

L.A.C. William John Erwin, trainee 
navigator, of Trundle, N.S.W. 

Corporal Joan May MacCormack, 
passenger, of Richmond, N.S.W. 

Exercise Flight 
The plane, which was carrying out 

non-operational navigation exercises, 
began to circle over Inverell at 7.45 
a.m. on Monday. 

It came down over a well-built-up 
area to within about 200 fret of the 
ground, when the right wing col-
lapsed, 

The plane .fell on a house owned by 
Mr. Rex Eimer, recently discharged 
from the Army. 

At the time Mr. Eimer was working 
on his father's farm, e. his wife and 
baby were staying with Mrs. Eimer's 
pa rents. 

Parents of the dead pilot are Mr. 
and Mrs John Noble, 
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PLAI{E CRASHES NEAR
PILOT's PARENTS' HO
Four oirmen ond o W.A.A.F. were ki l led whe

R.A.A.F.  p lone cro$hed ot  Invere l l ,  150 yords
the home of the pi lot 's Pdrents.
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navigttor. of frl.inclie, N.S.\,\'. 
I

Corporal .fo{ril frIa-v M:rcC:ormack, i
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F)'r'irr (1r'aineo lla'igatcrr), :htltldle,
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Par l ;s  of  i l rc  p lat re were p icked DnUy
ilp in t,he .var'(l oI tire lrotne. Tlre
pilot's ruife a.rrd lwo children l ive
i rr Invetn j I i

Tlre 1r l ; . ' ro i ' r ' i rs l re( l  . in?.o : l  hor,Lse,  set-
' . 1 r \ q  i l ,  o r r  h t t ' .

T\bere rqas Ir' one ln th+ house at
the time.

T'hose killed q'ere:---

Flight-Scree:rlt .I*mcs Jan Noble.
pilot. of fnrer.)li. N.S.W.

lVarranl-Otlieer, William Henry Os-
Inrne, wirele.ss operator, of Dairy
I \ . lea{ lows, N.S.w.

f,.,1.(1" Iior f-'r*il Erlwarrls, trs.lnee i
.n3r ' isntor .  of  ' l i r rw.ronrbr,  

Queel ts land.  ;
L,.A.C. lYillianr .Iolrn Errrin. treinef i

pa-asenqer, oi Ilici1rnrnld, N.S.11'.
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WAAAF AND,' -O[Jft;ir;.

KILILED IN "CRASHI
Four airmen and a W.A.A.A.F. corpo* **e'

killed when an aircraft crashed into a house and eeti
fire to it in northern New South Wales. The ahctqff i
was on a navigational training flight. ' f [- {i
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