
Mid-Air Crash: 
Pilot Lands 

Locked Planes 
An R.A.A.F. pilot yesterday made a suc-

cessful landing at Brocklesby, near Corowa, 
with his plane jammed on top of another 
R.A.A.F. machine. 

R.A.A.F. officers cannot recall such a feat 
in the history of aviation. 

The machines had collided in mid-air 1000ft. above 
Brocklesby, and became locked firmly together. 

The pilot and observer of the* 
bottom machine, and the ob-
server of the top machine, bailed 
out and descended safely by 
parachute. 

Pilot L. G. Fuller, who eventually 
landed the two planes still locked 
together, jumped from the cockpit of 
the top machine after gliding to a 
landing. 

He said he felt or-v slightly jarred. 
Pilot J. Hewston, who had been 

in charge of the other machine, 
was taken to Albury District Hos- 

Glass Showers Street 
The two planes were from a training 

school nearby. 
They were flying at about 1000 feet. 
Residents of Brocklesby thought the 

machines were engaged in a make-
believe dogfight when they saw them 
swooping towarcts each other. 

The collision occurred directly over 
Brocklesby, and broken glass from the 
machines dropped into the main street.i 

Hewston's injuries—fractured ribs 
and a bruised back—were received 
when the collision occurred, the cock-
pit of his machine being crashed in. 

Residents expected to see the planes 
crash headlong to the ground. 

Instead, they locked together, and, 
after swerving for a few seconds, re-
turned to an even keel. 
Immediately the other three men 

had jumped from the machines, Fuller 
began to pilot the locked planes to 
earth. 

"Luckiest Flier" 
He brought them aown on to a clear 

paddock, Mr. T. Murphy's property, two 
miles from Brocklesby. 

He had just left the cockpit when 
residents who had rushed to the pad-
dock by car reached the scene, 

Both machines were damaged. The 
propeller of Fuller's plane had driven 
into the engine, and as the lower plane 
landed its propellers were driven into 
the earth. 

A Fuller said that after he, decided 
to make a landing he endeavored to 
loosen the undercarriage of his 
plane, but was unable to do so. 
"I suppose I must consider myself 

one of the luckiest fliers ever," he 
said. 

"Just A Chance" 
"When the others bailed out I thought 

there was just a chance to save both 
)lanes, and I decided to have a go." 

An eyewitness, who is a returned 
oldier, said: "It was the most astoun-
ling thing I have ever seen, and I 
lave watched some pretty wild dog-_ 

- PILOT'S FEAT. 
LANDS TW0 PLANES 

Interlocked in.  

(A 1lision. 

WAGGA, Sunday. 
When two large R.A.A.F. reconnais-

sance planes collided in mid-air near 
Junee to-day, the trainee-pilot of the 
top machine landed his plane, with 
the otl-wr locked to it, and stepped 
from the wreckage unhurt. 
Two trainees were in each plane. 

Three of them parachuted and landed 
safely, though one was slightly hurt. 

By his coolness and resource the pilot, who 
remained at the controls, Alrcraftman L. G. 
Fuller, saved the Commonwealth about 
£40,000 because, though both planes were 
considerably damaged, they can be repaired. 

The other trainees were I. M. Sinclair, .7. 
Hewson (who was slightly injured), and H. G. 
Fraser. All the men were from the Wagga 
Air Training School. 

Witnesses said that the planes were flying 
at only 1.000 feet when they collided. Their 
wings interlocked and the machines went 
into a slow spiral. It was a low altitude for 
iale "bailing out," but the three parachutes 
)pened promptly. 

Fuller landed the machines locked together 
pick-a-back fashion in T. Murphy's property, 
four miles south-west of Brocklesby. A pro-
peller of the top machine had apparently 
embedded itself in an engine housing of the 
bottom plane. On landing, the cabin of 
the bottom machine was smashed, and its 
propeller dug into the earth. 

The two aircraft were on a reconnaissance 
flight, and collided at about 10.30 a.m., 50 
miles from the aerodrome. 

Fuller said later that he decided to try to 
bring the planes down in a forced landing 
to save them from destruction. 

Air officials who inspected the damaged 
machines described his feat as one of the 
most astounding in the history of aviation. 
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pital, but his condition is satisfactory. 
Hewston's observer, J. N. Frazer, 	/ G. 

and the observer in Fuller's plane, I. 
N. Sinclair, escaped unscathed. 

T,OT'S FEAT.
I,,ANI]S TWI} PI,ANES

hrterlocked irr
(b l l is io l t .

1*OOO, SundaY'
When two large fl,.A.A.F. reconnols-

sance planes col l idetl  ln mid-air near

.Iunee t,o-day, the t laince-pi lot of t l re

top machine landed his plane, rvi th

the other lockeil to it, arrd steppeil
from the rvrecl<age unhurt-

Iwo Lrainees were in each Plane.
Thlee of them parachuted and landed

safely, though one was sl ightly httrt .
By his coolness and resource the pilot who

remained at the contlols, Altcreftman L. G'
Iruller, saved the Commonwealth about
f40,000 because, though both piancs werc
considerably damaged, they can b€ l'epaired.

The otlrer trainees were I. M. sinclair, .I.
Hewson (rvho $'a-s sl ightly injured), ancl H. G.
Fraser. All tlre mell were lroln tl're Wagg&
A l r ' I ' l ' A i n i l ) g  Sc l r oo ) .

Witlre..iscs 6a.id tirat thc planes werc flyil.tg
al ,  ouly 1,000 fcct  when they col l ided.  Their
rving,s intellooked nud the nr&chines went
into a slorv splral. It *,'as s low altltude for
,;a{e "balling out," but the three parachutrs

)pened promptly.
Fuller landed the machlncs locked t<igether

pick-a-back fashlon i l l  T.  luurpl ry 's  properfy,
four miles south-west of Brocklesby. A pro-
peller of the top machlne had apparently
enbedded itself in an engine housing of the
bottom plane. On Ianding, the cabln .of
the bottbrn machlne was smashed, and lts
urouel lcr  dug into thc eat th.' .Iihe [wo'alrcraft were on a reconnalssanc€

I  f l isht .  and col l ided at  about 10.30 a.m. '  50
I nri-les from the aerodrome.
I nuller said later that he decided to try to
I  br lne the planes down ln a forced laDdjng
I to sivc theln from destrtlctloll.
I Air offfcials who inspccted the damagcd
I nraehines descr ibed his fcaI  as one of  the
I  rnnsl  a.sLoundins in l ,he his l .o ly ot  avla l ion
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'€call $scft a Jeat

The two planes were lrom a tralning i
nool nesrby. I
They were flytng at about-1000 feec'r
Resldentg of Brocklesby thought lhel

machlnes were engaged ln a make-
belleve dogflSht when they saw them
sr/ooplng towercs each other.

The colllsion occurred dlrectly over.
Brocklesby. and broken glass from the
machlnes'dropped lnto the maln street'i

Hewston's lnjurtes-fractured rlbs
snd a brulsed bsck-were recelved
when tho colllslon occrrrred. the cock-
plt of hk machlne belng crashed ln.- 

Resldents exp€cted to see ttre planes
crash headlong to the ground. i

Inste-sd. lhey locked tofethcr' entt,
rlter swervlng lor a lew recondr, rc-
tumcd to an even hcel.
Imrnedlaiely the other three nren

had Jump€d from the machlnes, Fuller
began to pllot ttle locked planes Do
earth.

"Luckiest Flier"
He brought them cown on to & clcar

paddock, Mr. T. Murph,y'8 property, two
inlles from Brocklesby.

IIe had Just left tlre cockplt when
rcsldents who had rushed to the pad-
dock by oar reached the sc€ne.

Both macrunes were dsmaged. The
propeller of Fuller's plane had drlven
Into the engtne, and as the lower plane
lended lts 'pr,opellers wer6 drlven lhto
the e&rth.

i-- fuiter rclil that after he, ilecliteit I
i to make r landlng he endervored to
I loosen thc undercarrlage ol hls
I planc, but wes unable to do so.
L "I suppose I must conslder myself

lone of the lucklest fllert ever," he
salcL
l"Just 

A Chqnce"
"When the otheri b&llod out I thought

lhere was Just a chance to save both
rlanes, and I declded to heve e go." I

An eyewltness, who ts a r€turned I
roldier, said: "It was tbe most &stoun- I
llns thlng I have ever seen. and I I
ravt watc-hed some pretty wild dog- |

Filot nsnds
&oehed Flilg,me.s

An R.A.A.F, pilot yesterdqy mod€ o suc-
cessful londing qi Brocklesby, neql Corowq,

onotherwith his plone jommed on
R.A.A.F. mochine.

R.A.A.F. officers cannot
ln tlne htstony oJ avlatlon.

The mochines hod coll ided in mid-oir 1000ft' obovr
Brocklesby, ond become locked firmly together.

The pllot and observer of the'
bottom- machlne, and the ob:
Berver of the top machlne, ialled
out and descended safely bY
parachute.

Pllot L. Cl. Fuller, who eventuallv
londed the two planes sttll lo-cke{
tocether. tumped f-rom the cockplt of
ttrE top' iracfune atter glldlng to e
landlng.

He s--atd he felt or-:v sllghtly Jorred'
Ptlot J. Ilewston, who had b€en

ln charce of the other macblne' 1
was takdn to Albury Dlstrict Hos- I
pttal, but his conilition ls satlsfactory.
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PLANE LANDING 

Aircraftman L. G. Fuller, of the Wagga Air Training School  
who on Sunday safely landed • two R.A.A.F. reconnaissar/f.6  
planes which had become locked together after a collil°,/,4  

in mid-air near Junee. 	 / 
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s FREAK LANDING 1 
OF PLANES. 

Air Board- Inquiry. 
—.- 

. WORLD INTEREST. 

An Air Board inquiry will be held 
into the freak collision on Sunday 
between two R.A.A.F. reconnaissance 
planes, which locked together at 1,000 
feet and were 'landed pick-a-back 
fashion by the amazing skill of Pupil- 
pilot L. G. Fuller. 

The two occupants of each plane will 
attend the inquiry. The Air Board will deter-
mine why the two aircraft were so close to 
each other while on a reconnaissance exercise, 
and which pilot was in error. 

An Air Force officer, who examined the 
locked planes after the landing, said yesterday 
that they could not have been more skilfully 
joined together on the ground with a hoist. 
During the five miles' glide to the ground 
after the collision the centre of gravity of 
the two machines must have been nearly 
perfect. 

A description of the extraordinary landing 
was featured in the news bulletins of most 
of the oversea broadcasting stations, including 

• the B.B.C., and stations at San Francisco, 
Manila, and Java. It was pointed out that 
the incident had no parallel in the history 

OTHER AVIATION FREAKS. 
It was agreed that it earned a place beside 

such authenticated freak events as the pilot 
who fell out of his machine and back into 
it again during a loop; the fighter plane 
which returned to its own aerodrome during 
the Great War and mane .. perfect landing 
without its pilot, who mysteriously disappeared 

: and was never heard of again; and the 
trainer plane which became transfixed on a 
church spire in England, causing the church 
officer UP call the fire brigade to rescue the 
pilot with an extension ladder. 

Mr. W. E. Hart, holder of Australia's number 
one pilot's certificate and British flying licence 
No. 199, who made his first flight at Penrith 
in 1911, said that Fuller's feat was the most 
amazing incident in aviation during the last 
30 years. After the collision, Mr. Hart said, 
the two planes apparently became a dual 
machine, and Fuller had enough courage to 
take advantage of the situation and make 
the landing. "I would never have believed 
it possible," he added. 

(Picture of pilot on page 12.) 	• 

PRIDE 
OF R.A.A.F. 

"Aerodynamically, it sounds 
impossible," said Captain 
Ron Adair, a flying-boat 
pilOt, discussing the wonder-
ful landing by the R.A.A.F. 
pupil pilot L. G. Fuller,. ow 
two planes which had ' be-
come locked together in a 
mid-air collision over Brock-
lesbury, near Albury, yes-
terday. 
"It was a remarkable thing in 

the first place, and was even more 
remarkable because of the fact that 
a pupil pilot did the trick," added 
Captain Adair, who has nearly 12,000 
flying hours, having started . flying 
25 years ago with the A.F.C. in Pales- i 
tine. • 

"It's the •kind of thing that will 
be talked about for years by pilots 
all over the world—and just not be-
lieved by a lot of them," continued 
Captain Adair. "The young pilot 
showed great skill and coolness. 

"It seems almost anything can 
happen in the air. The history of 
flying is full of miracles." 

Veteran Sydney pilots who flew in 
the last war said to-day that there 
had never been an incident in avia-
tion remotely approaching Fuller's 
extraordinary feat. 

What Planes Can Do 
Captain Adair said that in the last 

war the pilot and observer of a 
plane were shot. The plane turned 
upside down and then the tail was 
blown off, but the plane continued 
flying for miles. 

Eleven years ago Captain Adair 
was flying an Avro Avian near Bowen, 
Queensland, when an eagle flew into 
the propeller, breaking it. The com-
plete engine immediately fell off and 
the plane slid backwards until Cap-
tain Adair righted it 100 feet up and 
landed safely. 

The Short Mayo composite in Eng-
land consists of a flying boat and 
land plane, which take off locked to-
gether, .but they do not land to-
gether, like the two planes did at 
Brocklesby. 

Delayed Bailing Out 
It was revealed to-day that two 

members of the R.A.A.F. planes' 
crews who baled out yesterday, stay-
ed in the planes for a full minute 
after the collision while Fuller 
was trying to land, before they para-
chuted to safety, 

The two planes were on a recon-
naissance flight from the service fly-
ing school at Forrest Hill, near 
Wagga, to Corowa and Narrandera, 
and were flying over Brocklesby, very 
close together when they suddenly 
collided and locked about 1000 feet 
up. 

It seemed that the planes would 
go into a spin, but Fuller righted 
them, and headed out in what ap-
peared to be a fairly even glide 
south-west of the town, landing five 
miles from where the collision oc-
curred, 
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oFR.A.A.F. *-:t^Y-X
"Aerodynamically, it sounds

impossible," said Captain
Ron Adair, a flying-boat
pilot, discussing the wonder-
ful landing by the R.A.A.tr',

,pupil pilot L. G; Fuller,, ow
two planes which had be-
come locked together in a
rnid-air collision over Brock.
lesbury, near Albury, yes.
terday.

"It wes a remarkable thing in
lhe flrst place, and was even more
iemarkabl6 beiause of the fact that
a pupil pilot dld the trick," added
Osptain Adair, who has nearly 12,000
flying hours, having started .flylng
?l years Fgo with the A.F.C. in Pales-;
trne. , I

" I t 's the.kind of thing that wi l l ,
be talked about for years by pilotsl
all over the world-And Just noi be-l
lieved by a lot pf them," continued
Oaptain Adair. "The young pllot
showed great skill and coolness.

l'It seems almost anyihing can
happeq in the air. The history of
flying is full of miracles."

Veteran Sydney pilofs who flew in
the lasi war said to-day the,t [here
had never been an incident in avia-
tlon remotely g,pproaching Fuller's
extraordinar.y , feat.

What Planes Can Do
Captain Adair said that ln the last

war Lhe pilot and observer of a
plane were shot. The plane turned
upside down and then the tail was
blown ofi, but lhe plane continued
flylns for miles.-Eldven 

years ago Captain Adair
was flvins a,n Avro Avlan near Bowen,
Queensland, when an eagle flew luto
the nropeller. breakins lt. The com-
plete erigine'immediafely feII off and
the plane slid backwards until Cap-
tai-rt. Adair rtghted it 100 feet up and
1sn6s4 spfely.

The Shori M&yo composite,in EDg-
land consists of a flYlng boat and
land plane, whiclr take off locked to-
sethei. but thev do not land to-
Eether. like the two planes dtd at
Brocklesby.

Delayed Bailing Out

G

Aircraftman L' G' Fuller, of tfre Wage] {ttJtlt1:Atr . rar . rnalr  L '  v '  
\ .F.  reConnaissag, . {6f , ; ' ; ; 's;. 'd.v " ' f ' lv 

landed'tw-o R'A'r

;i;J;fi;il;"J-il;"-'-r"'r"a together after a colli/ "o/
mid-a i r  near  Junee.  

' '  
l ;

It was revealed to-day lhat two
members of the R.A.A.F. Planes'
crews who baled out yesterday, stay-
ed in the planes for a full minute
after the coUision while FuIIer
was lrying to lend, before they para-
chuted to sate0y.

The two planes were on a recqn-
neissance flight from ihe service fly-
ins school at Forrest Hill, near
Wagga, to Corowa and Narrandeta,
and wtlre flying over Brocklesby, vely
close together when thev suddenlY
collided and locked about 1000 feet
uD.'It 

seemed that the planes would
go lnl,o a spin, bui Fuller righted
them. and headed out itr what aP-
peared to be a fairly even glide
iouth-west of the town, landing f lve
miles from where the collision oc-
curred.
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WORLD INTEREST.

An Atr Board lnqulry wil l be held
into the freak colllslon ou Sunday
between two It,.A.A.F. reconnaissanee
planes, whtch locked together at 1'000
fget and were 

' landed 
Pick-a-back

fashion by the amazing skill of Pupil-
pilot L. G. Fuller.

The two occupa.nis of ea.ch plane wUl
atLend the lnqulry. The Alr Board wlll deter-
mine why the two alrcreft were so clos€ to
each other while on a teconnalssauce exercise'
and whlclr pilot was ln ertor."

An Air Force ofncer, who examinbd [he
locked planes after the landing, said yesterday

that they could not have been more skilfully
joined together on the ground wittr a hoist.

, During the flve mlles' gltde tci the ground

afler the colllslon the centre of gravity of

th€ two machhes must have b€elr nearly

OTHEN, AVIATION FREAKS.
It was agreed that lt ea.rned a place beslde

such a,uthenbicated freak events as the pilot
'who fell out of his machine and back lnto
It again during a loop; the nghter plane
which letumed Co i[s own aerodlome durlng

. the Gleat War and m&dc ... terfect landlng
' wltlrout its pilot, who mysbertousl}' dlsappeared
, ancl was never heard of again; and the
trainer plane which b€came transnxed on a
church splre irl England, causing lhe church

, oficer td call tlre fu'e brigade to rescue the
pilot with an extension ladder.

Mr. W. E. HaIt, holder of Australia's number
one pilot's celfificate aDd Brltish nying licence
No. 199. who made hls nrst fllght at Penrilh
in 1911. said that Fuller's feat was the most
anrazins incident in aviatlon during the last
30 veais. After the coilision, Mr. Harl said,
Lhe- two Dlalles aDparently became a dual
machine. and Full€r had enough courage Lo
ta.ke advantage of the situation and make
the landtng. "I would never have believed
it possibte," he added.

(Pictur:e of Pilot on Page 12.)perfect.
A descriptloD of the extraoldlnary landlng

wes feal,ured ln the news bulle0llls of most

of the oversea broadcasting statlons, lncludlng
r Ure B.B.C., and statloru at San Flanclsco'

Manila, and Java. It was pointed out that

the incident had no parallel ln. the hlsbory
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Inquiry Into 
Freakiviishap 

An Air Board Court of In-
' quiry will investigate the col-

lision of two Avro-Anson 
bombers over Brocklesby, near 
Corowa, on Sunday. 
The machines which locked together 

were landed pick-a-back fashion by 
Leading Aircraftsman L. G. Fuller. 

At present neither officers of th 
Air Board staff nor those controllin 
the station from which the machin 
was flown can explain why the tw 
machines should have been so close. 

Fuller's feat in landing both aircraft 
Is praised by R.A.A.F. officials. 

"How the machines maintained 
the centre of gravity is a miracle," 
an official said yesterday. 
"Had that not happened, no power 

on earth could have controlled them.' 
Experts who saw the machines yes-,  

terday estimate the damage at about 
£2000. 

Each machine is valued at £8000. 

UNIQUE LANDING. This is how two R.A.A.F. planes 
landed at Brocklesby, near Corowa, on Sunday. Colliding 
1000ft. up, the machines became locked together, and were 

piloted to earth. Occupants escaped. 
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UNIQUE LANDING. This is how two R'A'AF: pllljl
landed at Brocklesby, near Corowa, on Sunday' ool:lldlng
1000ft. up. the macliines became locked together' and' were Inquiry Into

piloted to earth. Occupants escaped.

Wrur fr644"r4 lnpr,/ ta. la iFreokMishop
' An Alr Board Court of In-' quiry wlll lnvestigate the col-

tistoir of two Avro-Anson r
bombers over BrocklesbY' near I
Corowa, on SundaY.
The machlnes whlch locked together;

were landed plck-a-back tashlon byi
Leadlng Atrcraftsman L. G' Fuller' I

At Dresent nelther ofilcers ,of --!tt{
Air Bbard sf,afi nor those controttlnl
the statton from whlch the -mechlnq
*as flown can exPleln whY the- twq
machlnes should hgve been so close'

Fuller's feat ln landlng both- alrcraft
ls pratsed bY R,'A.A.F' ofilclals.

ifrow the maehlnel malntelne'fl .
tbe centro of Sravlty ls a mlrrclc"'
an offlchl rald YesterilaY.
"Hod thet not happened'-no.Powe!

on earth could have controlled t'h€m.''-"EiiliG 
wr,o Jaw the machlnes Jeg;

teiaiy eittmate the damage st ebout

io$;n machlne ls valued at t800.
t - - . - " . = - " - . . -



ABOUT 10 o'clock on the morning of September 29, 1940, people near 
the small town of Brocklesbury, in the Riverine, were astonished to 
see two R.A.A.F. twin-engined Anson aircraft coming in to land. 

locked together in pick-a-back fashion after a mid-air collision. 14,TAI4163 

They were still more 
astonished when only one 
man climbed out — from 
the cabin of the top 
machine—and announced 
that he had brought off 
the landing alone. The 
other three crew mem-
bers had bailed out safely 
some time before. 

Only one member of the 
crews, the pilot of the lower 
aircraft, was hurt in the 
spectacular collision, and his 
injuries were only slight. 

The two aircraft were 
mainly intact. 

The Ansons were on what 
began as a normal training 
flight from No. 2 Service 
Flying Training School, 
Forest Hill, near Wagga, and 
ended in an exploit that 
astonished a world accus-
tomed to amazing wartime 
exploits. 

Their crews were all lead-
ing aircraftmen, with G. 
Fuller piloting one Anson 
and I. M. Sinclair as his 
observer. and the other 
being piloted by J. Hewson. 
with H. G. Fraser as ob-
server. 

About 10 a.m., flying on 
the same course, one ap-
parently attempted to over-
take the other without suf-
fle:ent vertical clearance at 
a height of about 1000 feet 
and they collided with a 
noise of tearing metal and 
fabric. 

The port propeller of the 
machine piloted by Fuller 
bit deeply into the port en-
gine cowling of the lower 
machine, piloted by Hewson; 
the bottom of the fuselage of 
Fuller's aircraft interlocked 
solidly with the cabin roof 
of the other Anson. 

HE two aircraft went 
T into a slow spiral dive, 
with the upper Anson 
perched slightly diagon- 
ally along the lower 'one, 

with its port tail plane 
resting on top of the lower 
aircraft's tail assembly. 

In the lower aircraft, Hew-
son and Fraser bailed out 
safely. although Hewson, 
slightly injured when the 
cabin roof was crushed in, 
had some difficulty in get- ,  
ting clear and did well to 
escape. 

He might not have been 
able to do so in time if Ful-
ler had not stayed at his 
controls. 

Sinclair, Fuller's observer, 
also bailed out safely. 

Meanwhile. Fuller. alone 
in the tv,o locked-together 
Ansons, reviewed his situa-
tion. He found that he still 
had power from his star- 

board engine, and that 
ailerons, elevators and rud-
der all responded enough to 
give him some control of 
both aircraft. 

He then began a five-mile 
glide, which ended on a 
property four miles south-
west of Brocklesbury. 

Skilfully judging height 
and speed, he managed to 
set the two machines down 
on the fuselage of the lower 
aircraft, which had its 
wheels retracted. 

Fuller's astonishing feat 

saved the Commonwealth 
about L40,000, the cost of 
two Ansons, as the two air-
craft, although badly dam-
aged, were capable of being 
repaired. 

The notation from the 
R.A.A.F. History Section 
reads: "By his action, Ful-
ler enabled Hewson, who 
had been injured in the col-
lision, to escape from the 
lower aircraft and avoided 
loss of life and damage in 
the town of Brocklesbury." 

In a Press interview, Ful-
ler explained that he had 
decided to try to land the 
aircraft in order to say( 
them from total destruction. 

An Force officers who 
came to inspect them des- 

cribed Fuller's feat as one 
of the most astounding u. 
the history of aviation. 

AVIATION experts  AVIATION 
 the feat had 

earned its place in his-
tory, 

.! 
 beside such freak 

events as the case of the 
pilot who fell out of his 
aircraft during a loop, 
only to fall back into the 
cockpit as it dived. 

Then there was the case 11 
of the World War I fighter 1! 
plane which returned, pilot-
less, to its own airfield for a 
perfect landing. The pilot 
was never heard of again. 

Another training aircraft 
impaled itself on a church 
spire and remained there in 
balance until firemen 
brought an extension ladder• 
to rescue the pilot. 

Sixteen days after Fuller's 
landing, a Melbourne morn- I 
ing newspaper reported that 

' he had been punished but, 
at the same time recom- I 
mended for a decoration. 

Thr,  Minister for Air. then 
Mr. Arthur Fadden, said the 
pilot had not been punished 
solely because he had given 
an interview to the Press. 

In March. 1942, No. 2 Ser-
vice Flying Training School, 
from which the two Ansons 
had flown was disbanded 
Its training.  a•tivitic:, wrre 
taken over by other flying 
schools in the Riverine. 

By JUSTIN ARTHUR 

TWO Avro Ansons which landed safely in a paddock near Brocklesbury, New South Wales, after 
becoming interlocked in flight. 

)f BOUT lO o'clock on the morning of September 29, 1940' people near

A;; .*ir1"*"11n"""5lesburf, in th-e Riverine., were astonished t.

see two R.A.A.F. twin-engined Anson aircraft coming in to land'

Iocked together in pick-a.back f*h-io'after a mid-air collision. d6axtga

Thev were still more Ttrq ryr!,,ql9pe1ier ol the board eng-in€' and that cribed Fuller's feat as

i.!_o,,,jpg.^yh:t*o'rv,jl,l f;i?.llli,ro,i%T"Jii":'tr elfru:=:'r^.*f;11i*i.'i4 ti"'ff.'31?""'*"T'1?'1"1*
ntl lxffil:"e?::G-i"il n*i,liiFit+i*:u-,U c';.{, i.fr.**;T:l'j A,'",*;:ffi{E ",&r ltiurachine-and announced iire-uottorh of the luselage of He the-n pel
i.n?T-il niE-uiouent on i'irltei'i-iircra_ft interlocked glide, ,which "I9Pq :1..t 

"r.i8a-jis 

-place 
in his;that he had b-rought, off Fuller's aircrafl interlocked slide. wnlcn 

, "#?f": ffi161 garneq its. place-_in"Itlr: Iiii6"r""aiiF at-o-nel ttr" 3oli-dlv-witn the cabin 'o"t 
lilt.;|t"13|irrrury. rc_rv,._oeside such f^rg.ak 1g:?s{.:Ji,h.'n',"r!'s?& :'::o*"'S*: .r u:an} ;F,l1'hr":T{ffiii,S'e'-* ;iri1531'ptt$i:tl^f$i

the landing alone. -'I'ne solrcllv wlrn Ene capur ruur 
l'ii.t"Jit"i3&r"li',1ii. -"."-^ lg1r, beside suclr IreaK'l

i:ls{"tlii:,.'o".Yr s?f,; "'the other 
S'on . - ",loo'l'g5'0. i{"*i,1,*t-H ;ir?t'if,ilXr'm si]tit:!

some time before. rftHE two aircrafi- YPnt Sli*ti;"iib maiilin-et"down 
'aircraft 

during a logp',--onlv 
one member of the llnto a slow spiral dive, iiitiiiiruielaiJbl tire lower ontv to fall bac-k into lhe"

crervsi the pilot of the low.er *itr6 the upper Anson aiiciatt, wh-ich had its goci<pi1 as it dived.

Sri?l?Lt r#??,utli"!,.i!..',i'3 f,yi:3#t'r1.,1ttil""*?%T; "9",""':.t""3313*i,n,.,* i""t o1l[uj'y]firT fin Tfi,si|?i I
; Xii"liit,*""*Ttiri- t'a ib iirc'r.pii is it-aivea. il
' wheels retracted. Th6rr there \\'as the case i
, Fuller's astonishing leat e1 the World War I. ftClltgr i

nlane which retul'necl. Pllot" I
- iess. to its on'n airfield fol a

sDecLauulaf uurlrDrurr' @rru aur 
ally alongiiliuries were only slight.

The two aircraf[ were
mainly intact. I

ili:$ *il;tt;$ts'-; ,rit ;ii:i??'e,"'l1i;J':xiJ'"'T" i**ltn'l# 'iti,ni#- *rufi?;"t*:'-""tffin".1 ,
ffiH.:ld:l3'"h#glo*3i'"'H" ."r; ll?"$';";3i"i?ifu0"?l; ?Si5.X".*'ai'"uG-61 r'eins to"1;p; l!!q:il?l; uy11q'_' I
exploiL5.

ili,4];il,l'['f:Hi'ir;fiil1ffi H$lJtn**l+**,^',',"*j. *;'|:'iif,fl tr"":::,|.liii
, )b . :c r ' \ ' e l  .  a : l c i  the  c':1:':';io(t 11,,.,";:;;l ^;fu'g,lo,,l',,lix,i,sll: lj;l:,: ji,,tl::j*l:,'1.;it; ;';;,:ii: .,j;*::;'llliil;
";^'lii" l0 a m flf iug o' l;i'*g 

','oi 'itul'ir at )iri '9$ 
'3*"1';t il;3'f';ir;'," 

''' 
;?i-iltl"9':;?t:"Jl'.,"1'$'';'l]''

#iiifi. "*F;il'",*: "i,$-lt*lqm:*11.; l"lxid+1""'$is'$*ii: ift,iF;'l{ii11tff,i'"{#il { r c r t ' .  i ' c f t i c a l  ( i l o i l r  a l l i
^ , ; , : ; t i l to iab . ; , : t ' ,o ' . ' . ;1 i i ' . ' , i i i ' l ' i . , , " i { ; i . : . l . i ; ; ; i i ] . : ; ' ; ; " ; : ' . , i i , : , " ; . . i i . . . . ' : ' .1 : ' :n , , i J , ] l , ; . ' , .
.;;1,,.;l i,*i, ';];i ' i l,.i l lt"^,.i 

i l; l:";.T.i:i;"1-'i '.r,.. '. i i lr 
a ' . Fo'cc ofR{,e,'s \\i,i ' l i1ke)', o,': r1 {}ir' 'I{i 1']1; "::

i abr lc .  had por re i .  l ro r .n  h ls  s ta l -  carnc  to  lu , \pec 'L  thcn l  c ies-  ' ( : l roo l i  l l l  L l l t  R i |c r l l l f

' M'"..i*,,'#,w  _ . . i . .
;tu/i9{k)'Pr"fr .

be.iei i  lauding. The Pilot'$;y;l:|: 'J\l,ere 
on s.i-,at I B.v JUSTIN AK'I'HLK I Perre.ct.,randlns 

'r'ne prrot

beea, as a ,ornrar rr.arnirs | - 
-- 

' I *T,,';il:i 
ltii,l',iJ Xl?l1l"t'beeir as a nornral trait'rittg inotiret training a.ircraft

fiidht f lon-r No. 2 Ser
Fivire Trai'i 'g s"nlto"i 

.w.ith its gori .tai.t 
prane sa'ed ,re ^-commo-qeartr! 

impaled itserf on a churcir

Fo,.esi Hiu, near wagsa. aDd restins en.rqp * iri'.,i.dft; l*:;l"i"li;tt* ,tL: r,t:':,?: i?l'nllt 
rem?ined %'::illl

, ;  . " t
,,'?A

landccl safely in a paddock near Brocklesbur.v, Nerv south wales, after

beeoming interlockctl in f l ieht'

#..'i:
&./:':!':
w+2,?:

TWO Avro Ansons whicrh
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ABOUT 10 o'clock on the morning of September 29, 1940, people near 
the small town of Brocklesbury, in the Riverine, were astonished to 
see two R.A.A.F. twin-engined Anson aircraft coming in to land, 

locked together in pick-a-back fashion after a mid-air collision. Wag 163 
They were still more 

astonished when only one 
man climbed out — from 
the cabin of the top 
machine—and announced 
that he had brought off 
the landing alone. The 
other three crew mem-
bers had bailed out safely 
some time before. 

Only one member of the 
crews, the pilot of the lower 
aircraft, was hurt in the 
spectacular collision, and his 
injuries were only slight. 

The two aircraft were 
mainly intact. 

The Ansons were on what 
began as a normal training 
flight from No. 2 Service 
Flying Training School, 
Forest Hill, near Wagga, and 
ended in an exploit that 
astonished a world accus-
tomed to amazing wartime 
exploits. 

Their crews were all lead-
ing aircraftmen, with G. 
Fuller piloting one Anson 
and I. M. Sinclair as his 
observer. and the other 
being piloted by J. Hewson, 
tvtth H. G. Fraser as ob-
server. 

About 10 a.m., flying on 
the same course. one ap-
parently attempted to over-
take the other without suf-
fle:oni. vertical clearance at 
a ncight of about 1000 feet 
and they collided with a 
noise of tearing metal and 
fabric. 

The port propeller of the 
machine piloted by Fuller 
bit deeply into the port en-
gine cowling of the lower 
machine, piloted by Hewson; 
the bottom of the fuselage of 
Fuller's aircraft interlocked 
solidly with the cabin roof 
of the other Anson. 

HE two aircraft went 
T into a slow spiral dive, 
with the upper Anson 
perched slightly diagon- 
ally along the lower •one, 

with its port tail plane 
resting on top of the lower 
aircraft's tail assembly. 

In the lower aircraft, Hew-
son and Fraser bailed out 
safely, although Hewson, 
slightly injured when the 
cabin roof was crushed in, 
had some difficulty in get-
ting clear and did well to 
escape. 

He might not have been 
able to do so in time if Ful-
ler had not stayed at his 
controls. 

Sinclair, Fuller's observer, 
also bailed out safely. 

Meanwhile, Fuller. alone 
in the tiko locked-together 
Ansons, reviewed his situa-
tion. He found that he still 
had power from his star- 

board engine, and that 
ailerons, elevators and rud-
der all responded enough to 
give him some control of 
both aircraft. 

He then began a five-mile 
glide, which ended on a 
property four miles south-
west of Brocklesbury. 

Skilfully judging height 
and speed, he managed to 
set the two machines down 
on the fuselage of the lower 
aircraft, which had its 
wheels retracted. 

Fuller's astonishing feat 

saved the Commonwealth 
about £40,000, the cost of 
two Ansons, as the two air-
craft, although badly dam-
aged, were capable of being 
repaired. 

The notation from the 
R.A.A.F. History Section 
reads: "By his action, Ful-
ler enabled Hewson, who 
had been injured in the col-
lision, to escape from the 
lower aircraft and avoided 
loss of life and damage in 
the town of Brocklesbury.•' 

In a Press interview, Ful-
ler explained that he had 
decided to try to land the 
aircraft in order to 54a ,:( 

them front total destriletirm. 
Alt Force officers wlio 

came to inspect them des- 

cribed Fuller's feat as one 
of the most astounding ir. 
the history of aviation. 

A VIATION ex pe r ts 
agreed the feat had 

earned its place in his-
tory, beside such freak 
events as the case of the 
pilot who fell out of his 
aircraft during a loop, 
only to fall back into the 
cockpit as it dived. 

Then there was the case 
of the World War I fighter 
plane which returned, pilot- I! 
less, to its own airfield for a ! 
perfect landing. The pilot 
was never heard of again. g 

Another training aircraft 
impaled itself on a church 
spire and remained there in !! 
balance until firemen 
brought an extension ladder 
to rescue the pilot. 

Sixteen days after Fuller's 
landing, a Melbourne morn- I 
ing newspaper reported that I 
he had been punished but, I 
at the same time recom- I 
mended for a decoration. 

The Minister for Air. then 
Mr. Arthur Fadden. said the 
pilot had not been punished 
solely because he had given 
an interview to the Press. 

In March. 1942, No. 2 Ser-
vice Flying Training School, 1 
from which the two Ansons 
had flown was disbanded 
Its training activities were 
taken over by other flyilig 
schools in the Riverine. 

By JUSTIN ARTHUR 

TWO Avro Ansons which landed safely in a paddock near Brocklesbury, New South Wales, after 
becoming interlocked in flight. 

^ BOUT lO o'clock on the morning of Septembet 29, 1940, people neotid

fl the small town of Broeklesburyo in the Riverine, were astonished to I
see two R.A.A.F. twin-engined Anson aircraft coming in to .land. I

Iocked together in pick-a.back fashion after a mid'air collision. (6qAIt63 II
They were still more Tlle port -propeller of lhe board en-gine, and that cribed Fuller's feat .as ouel

"rttilinui"ilutt 
6irfi'o"u npcglg,-_p.1gPq-F Futtei aiterons, elivaiors and rud- of the most astoundins ir l

rnan climbed out _ f"-nm bit deeply into lhe-.port en- der:alt iesponded enough to the history of aviation. I
iil- A6in 

-or .the 'iJti gll:*1:',iiflr"?to,l19"l8ffii gt';i, l,'S."?3:" 
contror or * |

rnach ine-andannounced thgbot to r i rs l  156Jgsgr :egeof  Herhenbeganaf lve-mi le  AVIATIoN 
exper ts l

that he had brought gtt rulier's aircraft interlocked glide, which ended on -a ^^-;:';t?g !ll:""ft?* *tl{i

BOUT lO o'clock on the morning of Septembet 29, 1940, people near'
the small town of Broeklesburyo in the Riverine, were astonished to
see two R.A.A.F. twin-engined Anson aircraft coming in to land.

By JUSTIN ARTHLRT t r e A r r s o n s 1 . c r . e o n q . h a t  I  B f ' J L S I f f t  A K I ' H L K  I P e r f e . c t . . l a n d i n 8 . ,  
T h e p i l o t

i - re iat ,  L. i '  a ' i lor .nrat  t i ja i i r rpt  ,  ,  |  \ \ 'as l leyer hea] 'd of  agair l  .  
'

A r t o the t '  t t  a i n i ng  a i r c ra f  iflighf f Iotl-l No. 2 Sen'ice il..^r r ^- ^ ^rar-.a,-

rhe landtns alone. The solidly w-ith the 
"lr"f#"ti"o'i F'.';;d.#"i;i. "#Tiu! #,itr'l !Tl"q its place in his; !

other three crew mem- of the other Anson. west of Brocklei'iiiiy. :":"-^ tory,, beside such {tqpk I
bers had baited out r"iiiiv 

-- -- -- 
* S:iltruv- jnnL;-1"_*i*lt events.as tlre- case o{ lqe I-&',1#r l:ru:'""i,rx rti#?,#:iiiJtriiij :*i,*Tti$;#tffi-"n%r$ iii*titF,'#llif$1

:i;.)Xr"lrth._p"r]othof rthe.Iowel wit-ti-- trre..qgfa ..Anryri X'ii..'ii'rt1""".i,fi1""i 
- 

i,"o-- its ;il"k# as it dived.
l#?'r?'.tr"l'??,'#it,i. i,io "fr,i! ne-rched slightly diagon- wheels retracted. - 

iii5.-_trrere yas trre- case;
iniuries were onlv slight.'"'- hUy along t--he Iower-one, Fuller's astonishing feat of 

-t#'v;;;f,i 
w; i--ngtrieil'

The two air"craf[ were plane which retuln-ed'- D-llot- '
mainry jnract. reere iJiJj"tJiili;r,-";i;{Jii 

-r-,,ri,1 
i

rii'iiig 
""ti"ilj-g - 

SJitbbl. rvith its port _t?,it plane savec the ^.qommonueahll inr.paled itself on a churcir
Foiesiffiff" neir Wagga,-."ii resiing oniop of theiower a-bout- f^40t000, the cosi .of spi-re and remaired tirer-e ru I

:$:*;?;'f-;f3,to%.lhqt iiiiiaTi'i taiiassi*brv. 
_ 

:l:&,i',"",';:"ff, T-i.'1;-%*{- i?:1t!,? ,,,.t1,'it",.,,offi5}"# i
tomed to amazins *u.'r"r[i" rnthe.lorverairc.raft,Hew- iiti"; #;;";"pab]e of being to^rescd'ihd';i1-ot--- ..'-. I
exploi*.' son and Fraser bailed out 1s'p3i1s6. Sixbeen d_a-ys-after FuIIer's !

. Tireir. cre\\s were all.tead- l?,f"ti{i, ?,lt'l?X$h *nTf-,*t|f,; The noLaliorr [*]n] 11." landing. a MelbourDe moln- !

ai-'"i..f"-fi-dii--niih"-d, :lgjlit;Jir[f;.o"il,'dt.'o ini n.e-n.r._ n-iiii':"'"'d"aiq" iXcxeeuspaper reported thati
Fiftea p_it_orrt_E .o4e a.^.iy,* had some dimculrj:"i;'gerl ieiir.: ...ey. hi."abito;;-F"i: i1" ifS 

been punrsneo Dut ;
and f . M. Sinclair a^s,b c^.e, e,)rr r,,. ",ii.i; ii;,i_;rlii, ̂ l,a-?id ,i..ri-io ier: enaudt ,g:;*,,":'j: 3lq.,Tf,, ?3Il if?"',rrl8fii*- t
l-,r.i:rg piiotecr r,r. ; g,,,r!,'.i1.,' c'sr:ape. haci beo. injylgq tt; llli t91 '-'ii',il 

tlir.,,stel for Ai' Lhen
r , ' l ] ' , F 1 , G . F f a ' . e f " . . i i , , - . H . ] ' t r t t q j l t l l o t , , h a \ . e b 6 ' r ; i } r : i o : : . - l 9 . , ' ' 9 . . ; " t , ; . ; ' . j ] ] ' . ' . i | ] : ] : . i i , . c ' , i h ' . , . . F z r c 1 c i e t l . s a I r j L } l c
r L . r . \ e 1 . .  " " -  i . l , l e  L o  c o  \ o  : i ,  1 i ; I : c  1 1  F i - l i -  l J $ c l ^ , t l  l . l  

^ ; , , . 1 ' i t i , , L r r )  c (  ( :  
f  i ' r '  1 1 1 1  r i r , ;  b . e , . ' ) .  p . j 1 r r - . l r ( ( i

Aborrt r0 a.m. fl1i'g^?, l""l,,ll$t. 
rlol sra]ed a! i):s rv-#i.,,iir 

H;;.ii:'Ji"lrt t :?i"l}'rl,,:,li?t:'i.lln'J"$illlj '
; ';i..,ifii '!r;"",*i"r?o ?3"".1?- 

"';i;,;;;;. !'uuer.'s obseLver', ,-_i.-.?_l^,,:* i1)te,\',e"\'. rul- ''i1i'1i2rcii. 
ib+2. No..:.sc,- ,

rakF the othel' $'rthout'lii- arJo'i'iifei but-iateiv' ler 'explatnu.t..tl:t,lu, 119 yl* Flvir)s T.aining School' I
I ,  i c r r  i . c l . l t ( , f f t  t 1 , , . . , . , , r c i ' * , , :  J , I n r : : \ \ l : i r c  F r t l l e , ;  a l o n o  d e c l d e d  r n  1 l I  

, T o  
l a _ n q  a l "  f t n n 1  r | h i c h  l h e  t \ \ . n  A n s o l r s '

a  L i i r i ) i  o f  a i t , , r r i t  i O 0 0 ' i e , i l  i t r  t . i r i  i . \ \ r J  i o c h e f l , i i , J o t r r l  r  a j l c r h t i _ . . . i , . . o t . t " ' .  L o  s a ' '  l r : L c i  f l l i i : :  f . i r l - : i  c l i . i r r . t t r i t  r i

i , o , . . , , - n i  t e i i ; i i g  n t e i a j  a l l c i  1 , l o l r .  H c  i c L : I ] C  l h a l  l ) e  , s t t l l  . 1 , t .  F n l c c  o f i l r ; | . . t : ;  \ \ 1 r . ,  l r l l i e | ,  o ' , i :  n ' ,  r i l t E i  l r r ' ; i . , :

{ab t .Lc .  
'  

I tad  po \ \ 'e r  1 ro1r1  hrs  s ta r -  ca l l re  to  i l l - \pec ' r  thcnr  c ie -s - . . r . , i too l :  i l ' .  L l l r 'R lve f l l l t

,;,;L::::ii;:l:' .',,.1;v: ;,.Vit],.': t'::: :' ;, ;: :,; ;
.: .. * 'f;.,tiii4t 

,. - *'t ','r4;,!, 
W,j;ti . e,{r.*;

" ' ' w
fi'ri'**n'*.

TIVO Avro Ansols which landed safely in a paddock near Brocklesbur.t, Nerv South Wales, aftet'
beeoming in te r lockcd in  f l igh t .
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Jack remembers that fateful day... 
Jack Felstead has one major claim 

to fame: he was the sole witness of the 
actual landing of the two Avro Anson 
aeroplanes in 1940. 

Mr Felstead was carrying out some 
routine work in a paddock on his uncle's 
property, Moeraki, when he saw the 
Siamese planes gliding across the 
horizon. 

"I was just wandering about the pad-
dock at the time, trying to catch a horse. 
I looked up and saw these two aircraft, 
and I really thought I was seeing 
things," he said. 

"All I could think was I hope 
whoever's flying the thing is all right. 

Mr Felstead, who was only 16 years 
old, was also the first person on the 
scene of the accident. 

"When the planes stopped, this fel-
low jumped out and said 'Thank God for 
that'. 

"I met the pilot, Len Fuller, and we 
ran all the way up to the house to call 
his superiors. That's all he was worried 
about at the time. 

"He was very shaken, and it took him 
a couple of hours to settle down. But he 
wasn't in too bad shape for the job he 
had just done." 

Mr Felstead said the other three pi-
lots, who all parachuted to safety, land-
ed closer to the village of Brocklesby. 

He said one of the pilots was not 
buckled into his parachute properly, and 
when he jumped from the plane, he ac-
tually fell out of the harness. 

"He somehow managed to grab onto 
the ropes of the chute after he fell. He  

broke a couple of ribs when he landed, 
but that was the only injury in the whole 
accident." 

Mr Felstead said within an hour, 
hundreds of people began pouring out 
to the property to look at the two 
aeroplanes. 

"Everyone came tearing out here to 
see the planes. They came on horseback 
or whatever. They even brought their 
dogs to have a look." 

He said when the RAAF arrived, a 
guard was set up at the front gate of the 
property to prevent any further damage 
to the two aircraft. 

Mr Felstead's uncle, Tom Murphy, 
had been in Howlong at the time of the 
accident, and did not arrive home until 
midnight. 

The RAAF guards would not let Mr 
Murphy back onto his property until Mr 
Felstead got out of bed, and came down 
to the gate to identify him. 

Mr Felstead said a stunt crew in the 
USA tried to simulate the miraculous 
landing. 

"But they couldn't pull it off. Their 
two planes ended up at 90 degrees to 
each other." 

Mr Felstead, who now lives in 
Lavington, was impressed with the 
crowd at the 50th anniversary of the 
miracle landing. 

"I thought there would only be 18 or 
20 cars here, but it's amazing the num-
ber of people who turned up. I've been 
catching up with old friends all day!" 

• PHOTO: Jack Felsted with one 
of the aircraft at Brocklesby for the 
anniversary. 
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Jack l.elstead has one major claim
to fame: he was the sole witness of the
actual landing of the two Awo Aiuon
aeroplanes in 19210.

Mr Felstead was carrying out some
routine work in a paddock on his uncle's
property, Moeraki, when he saw the
Siamese planes gliding across tlre
horizon.

"I was just wandering about the pad-
dock at the time, trying to catch a horse.
I looked up and saw these two aircraft,
and I really thought I was seeing
things," he said.

"All I .could think was I hope
whoever's flying the thing is all right.

Mr Felstead, who was only 16 years
old, was also the first person on the
scene of the accident.

"When the planes stopped, this fel-
low jumped out and said 'Thank God for
that'.

"I met the pilot, Len Fuller, and we
ran all the way up to the house to call
his superiors. That's all he was worried
about at the time.

"He was very shaken, and it took him
a couple of hours to settle down. But he
wasn't in too bad shape for the job he
had just done."

Mr Felstead said the other three pi-
lots, who all parachuted to safety, land-
ed closer to the village of Brocklesby.

He said one of the pilots was not
buckled into his parachute properly, and
when he jumped from the plane, he ac-
tually fell out of the harness.

"He somehow managed to grab onto
the ropes of the chute after he fell. He

broke a gouple of ribs when he landed,
but that was the only injury in the whole
accident. "

Mr Felstead said within an hour,
hundreds of people began pouring out
to the property to look at the fwo
aeroplanes.

"Everyone came tearing out here to
see the planes. They came on horseback
or whatever. They even brought their
dogs to have a look."

He said when the RAAF arrived. a
guard was set up at the front gate ofthe
property to prevent any further damage
to the two aircraft.

Mr Felstead's uncle, Tom Murphy,
had been in Howlong at the time of the
accident, and did not arrive home until
midnight.

The RAAF guards would not let Mr
Murphy back onto his propeay until Mr
Felstead got out ofbed, and came down
to the gate to identify him.

Mr Felstead said a stunt crew in the
USA tried to simulate the miraculous
landing.

"But they couldn't pull it off. Their
two planes ended up at 90 degrees to
each other."- 

Mr Felstead, who now lives in
Lavington, was impressed with the
crowd at the 50th anniversary of the
miracle landing.

' 'I thought there would only be 18 or
20 cars here, but it's amazing the num-
ber ofpeople who turned up. I've been
catching up with old friends all day!"

o PHOTO: Jack Felsted with one
of the aircraft at Brocklesby for the
anniversary.
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