
Air Sebirch For Lost 
Plane Is Intensified 

An intense air, search for the missing R.A.A.F. Mosquito air-
craft over the Mt. Elliott ranges was begun from Townsville 
R.A.A.F. aerodromes as soon as the weather lifted at about 10 a.m. 
to-day. 

'When the first machine, an 
Anson, returned after doing a 
low-level reconaissance of the 
Mt. ".Elliott, (4.000 ft.) area, 
where the Mosquito is believed 
to have crashed on Tuesday, 
the crew reported no sign of 
wreckage. 
Ground parties, which are prepar-

ing to engage on a weekend search 
for the lost aircraft and its crew of 
two R.A.A.F. officers, stood by to-
day hoping that a sighting report 
from one of the four searching air-
craft would direct their climb. 

Although flood waters have 
fallen slightly, they are still high 
enough to hamper the work of the 
search party comprising eight 
Townsville civilians. which pro-
posed to set out on a climb of the 
north-eastern slope of the hills to-
day. 
An R.A.A.F. Dakota took off from 

Garbutt airfield, Townsville, early 
this afternoon, to search the ranges 
to the south-east. and to co-operate 
with the two R.A.A.F. Liberators 
operating from Cloncurry. 

The latter are concentrating on the 
search for another Mosquito, flown 
by a New Zealand crew, which is 
believed to have crashed in the 
flat country south of .Cioncurry. 

Widespread Search 
The search for the Dutch Navy 

Dakota, missing on Tuesday on a 
flight from Longreach to Darwin, 
continues, with four Dakota and a 
number of Catalina aircraft operat-
ing from Darwin, Brisbane and Clon-
curry. 

While it is hoped that the New 
Zealand Mosquito will be found 
with the pilot and navigator alive. 
senior Air Force officials at Towns-
ville regard it as almost certain that 
the crew of the R.A.A.F. survey 
Mosquito. F, Lts. D. W. Blatsoff and 
F. Landford, both of New South 
Wales, have been involved in a' 
fatal crash at high speed in the 
mountain country south of Towns-
villa. 
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Air Sd6rch For Losf'
Plane ls lnfensifled

.An intense air.search for the missing R.A.A.F" Mosqirito air-
craft over.the Mt. Ellioft ranges was beglun from Townsville
R.A.A.F. aerodromes as soon as the weather lifted at about lO a.m"
to-day.

When the first machine, an
Anson, ,leturned after doing a
low-levell,reconaissance of tlie
Mt;,#liiq* (4.000 fr.) area,
where.tFe*Mosquito is believed
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to .have crashed on Tuesday,
the crew. reporied no sign of
wreckage.
Gr:ound parties, q'hich are prepar-

ing to engage on a weekend seaLrch
for the lost aircrafi and its crew' oI
two R.A.A.F. omcers, stood b;' to-

j day hoping that a sighting report
I from one of tire four searching air-
Icraft would direct their climb.

Although flood waters have
fallen slightly, they are stiil high
enough to hamper the rvork of the
search party comprising eight
Tow.nsville civilians, which pro-
poaed t9 set out on a climb of the
north-edstern slope of the hills to-
day.
An R.A.A.F. Dakota took off from

Garbutt airfield, Townsville, ear'.iy I
this afternoon, to search the. ranges I
to the souih-east, and to co-operate I
wiih the two R.A.A.F. Liberators i
operating from Cloncurry. I

The latter are coneentrating on the l
search -for another Mosquito, flown I
by a Nerv Zeaiand crerv, which i. ;

i believed 1o have crashed in the i
iflat country south ci,C'Ioncurry.

j  Widespread Search
! The search for the Dutch Nara'
jDakota, nissing on Tuesday on a
lflight from Longreach to Dar*'in.
lcontinues, with four Dakota and a
Inumber of Catalina aircrafl operat-
;ing from Darwin, Brisbane and CIon-
i curry,

While it is hoped that the Nerv
Zealand Mosquito will be found
with the pilol and navigator aiive.
senior Air Force officials at Towns-
ville regard it as almost certain that
the crew of lhe R.A.A.3'. . surveyl
Mosquifo; Filts. D. W. Blatsoff andl

lF. Landford, both of New Southl
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lfatal crash at high speed in the,
lmountain country south of Towns-i
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Planes Go From Amberley 
To Seek Missing Aircraft 

The fate of the three aircraft and 11 men lost in north Queensland is not likely to be 
learned to-day. Rainy weather has made it impossible for either ground or air searches 
to be undertaken. 

The only air movement this morning was the de-
parture of the two grounded R.A.A.F. Liberators from 
Amberley. They will attempt to land at Cloncurry, 
instead of Townsville, and. participate in the search 
from that area. 

Impenetrable weather prevents; 
any search being made from Towns-  

from which the Liberators had 
hoped to operate. 

Visibility there now is no better 
than about 200 yards. 

Thick rain is falling, and Castle 
Bill, about 990 ft., the main topo-
graphical . feature at Townsville. is 
not visible from the adjacent 
'drone of Garbutt, which it over-
looks. 
Longreach is weather-bound, and 

Cloncurry is fast becoming so. 

The Netherlands Naval Office ie 
Brisbane has heard nothing so far 
of its missing Dakota. 

Nor has anything been found of 
the New Zealand Air Force Mos-
quito, which also disappeared in the 
north. 

Searchers Return 
Exhausted 

TOWNSVILLE : Alter a two-day 
search .for the R.A.A.F. plane at 
Mount Elliott, near Townsville, the 
first ground party of eight civilians. 
Police Constable Weiers, and eight 
Air Force men reached Killimoon in 
a very exhausted state yesterday. 

A rail motor taking Wing Com-
mander Gibson and carrying hot 
drinks and food was sent from 
Townsville and returned last night 
with Flying Officer Buchan, who 
said it was practically useless con-
tinuing the search until the 
weather cleared. 

Rain throughout yesterday reduced 
visibility to about 25 yards. The 
told rain which fell throughout Wed-
nesday night prevented the party 
from keeping a fire going and they 
were unable to sleep. 

They started off at daybreak yes-
terday, combed the mountain top, 
then searched ridges, gullies, and 
gorges for a long distance around 
where light flashes were seen on 
Tuesday night, but they found no 
signs of the plane or its two occu-
pants. 

One-Man Search 
Two other parties, working inde-

pendently from the main party, and 
Mr. J. Joyce, a resident of Cromarty, 
who made a one-man search, also 
failed to find the plane or the flyers. 

One R.A.A•F. party, with Con-
stable J. Ryan, of Stuart, and a black 
tracker, is still searching, but in 
view of the dangerous ground and 
bad visibility, Wing-Commander 
Gibson said today that while he had 
search parties standing by at Cro-
marty, no further search was being 
made on ground or by air until the 
weather moderated. 

Two military police who left Giru 
yesterday with food for the party 
Missed them and returned to Giru 
last night. 
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giaphical.feature at Tounsvillc. is
nol, r'isible frorn the adjacent'dromb of Garbutt, rrghich it over-
looks. '

I-ongreach is weathei.-bouncl. and
Cloncully is fast becorning so.

The. Netherlands Naval Office il
Brisbane has heard nothing so fai.
of its missing Dakota.

Nor has anything been found of
ihe Nqiw Zealand Air Force Mos-
quito. which also disappeared in the
north.

Searchers Return
Exhausted

TOWNSVILLE: Al ter  a two-dav
tealch ,  for  the R.A.A.F.  p lane 
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O"r i



LOST PLANES 
LOCATED 
	 ...•• 	 

Dakota Crew May 
Be Unhurt 

BRISBANE, Sunday.—The partly burned wreckage 
of the R.A.A.F. Mosquito, which has been missing since 
last Tuesday, was located to-day by the pilot of a search 
plane. Another aircraft sighted the Dutch Dakota, 
which was lost on Tuesday on a flight from Longreach 
to Darwin. 

The wreckage of the Mosquito 
lay about 100 feet below the peak 
of Saddle Mountain, some 20 miles 
south of Townsville. The pilot of 
the search plane reported that he 
.saw no signs of life near the 
wreckage: 

An Air Force search party left 
Townsville immediately the report 
was received, and it will com-
mence its climb up Saddle 
Mountain from Cromarty at dawn 
to-morrow. The party is in 
charge of the officer who led a 
previous search. He believes that 
on his first climb he must have 
passed within a quarter of a mile 
of the wreck. 

He said last night the mountain 
was so rugged that it would be 
possible for searchers to pass 
within 50 yards of the plane with-
out seeing it. 

Dakota Landed 
on Clearing 

During a telephone converse 
Lion from Darwin last night Ca' 
fain Myers, the pilot of a Qant 
plane. which sighted the Dut 
Dakota, said the Dutchmen 'r 
landed their plane in the c 
clearing to be seen for mi 
From the air the ground apper 
to be swampy, and the plane 
peared to be undamaged.  

to have made a successful "belly 
landing," he considered it would 
be very surprising if anyone on 
board had been seriously in-
jured. 
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LOST PLANES
LOCATED

Dakota Crew May
Be Unhurt

BRISBANE, Sundoy.-The portly burned wreckogc
of the R.A.A.F. Mosquito, vhich hor bcca rnirsing rinca
fost Tuerdoy, voi locoted to-doy by the pilot of c rearch
Dtone. Another oircroft righted the Dutch Dckoto'
which wos lort on Tuesdoy on o fl ight frorn Longreoch
to Dorwin.

the wr'cckage oI the. Mosquilo , !o llve made a succ"+-fu-l "belly
la.y ab'u! too ieet below bhe pear< ilanaing,"--he-considered it would
or saddre Mountain, ry1i" 20,.Tlr:: i*"ff"oi|T*'lt jlrtffilii'til
routh of Towrr'svtlle. The pilot ol 'iu-.J --- -

the scarch plane reporteci  that  he 
-

saw no sigrrs ol life near the

wfe| jkage.
An Ail' Force search PaltY left

Townsville immedia.tely lhe repor[

was received, and it will com-

mence it.s climn uP Saddle
Mountain from cromorry at dawn
to-morl'ow. The Party is in
chalPe of the ofncer s'ho led e
urevious search.  He bel ieves thar
bn hi.s flrst, climb he must have
flassed within a quarter ol a mile
of lhe $'reck.

i  He said lasr  n ight .  tbe mountarn
I was so rugged that, it, would be
oossible f or searcher.s to Pa.ss
wittrin sO yards of the Plane wiih-
ouL seeing lt,.

Dokoto Londed
on Cleor ing

During a te lePhone col lvel 'sa
i ion f rom Dalwin last  n ight  Ca'
la in Myers,  the 'Pi lot  of  a Qanr
plane.  wl ] ich .s ight .ed the Dut
Dakota, said t,he Dutchmen i-
tanded lheir  p la.ne in the c
clear ing to be seen for  mi
Fl'om fhe air' lhe ground apper
!o be swampy, and the Plane .
peared lo be undamaged.
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. STAFF ARTIST Horace Berry's impression of the sighting of the wrecked Mosquito 
by an Air Force Avro Anson near the peak of Saddle Mountain, south of Towns- 

ville, yesterday. The plane crashed last Tuesday. 
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ll1.l, j-RIII T?g.E B^"-llv's lmp,1ession, of the sishtins of the wrecked Mosquitoby cin Air Force A";"i,i:;';Jlfil:T3lo"iiT"lli'?l lnlMountoin; south of Towns-
vil ' le, yeiterdoy. The plone croshed lost Tuesdoy.
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QUEENSLAND-BORN 	Flight 
Lieutenant D. W. Batzloff, ob- 
server in the Mosquito which 

crashed on Saddle Mountain. 

The Avro Anson will make a 
series of runs from Cromarty to 
direct the ground party to the 
spot. Cromarty, 20 miles south 
of Townsville. is at the foot of 
Saddle Mountain. 

The pilot of the Anson, Flight 
Lieutenant A. Clark, circled the 
area for some minutes yesterday 
before identifying the wreckage. 

Crew of the crashed plane were 
Flight Lieutenants F. Langford, of 
Sydney, and G. W. Batzloff, of 
Biddeston. near Toowoomba. 

Within 30 Yards  
A party of civilians from Cro-

marty again searched the 
mountain yesterday, and were on 
the slopes when the wreck was 
sighted from the air. 

As no system of signals between 
air and ground had been arranged, 
they could not be directed to the 
spot, and they returned yesterday 
afternoon without having located 
the plane. 

One searcher said he must 
have been within 30 yards of 
the wreckage during the day. 
When the discovery of the 

wreckage was reported to the 
Townsville R.A.A.F. station yes-
terday a ground search party, 
under Flying Officer Buchan, who 
had led an earlier search, left 
Townsville by rail motor for Cro-
marty. 

Roads to Cromarty are still 
blocked by flood waters. 
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PARTY OUT AT DA' 
IR  WRECK  ON MO 

Charred Plane 
Near Peak 

SEARCH party will set out at dawn to- 
day for the top of Saddle Mountain, 

south of Townsville, where the burnt-out 
wreckage of the Mosquito bomber which 
crashed last Tuesday was sighted yester-
day morning. 

The wreckage was seen from an Avro 
Anson search plane at 9 a.m., during a 
te-rn?orary break in the weather, on the 
southern side of the 2800ft. mountain, 
about 100ft. from the peak. 

Observers in the plane saw no sign of life 
or attempts at signalling. 
The party which will leave 	 

this morning for the scene will 
consist of Air Force personnel 
from Townsville and civilians. 1  

They expect to reach the ; 
plane about noon. 
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T AT DAWN FOR 
CON MOUNTAIN 

The Avro Anson will make a 
series of runs from Cromarty to 
direct the ground party to the 
spot. Cromarty, 20 miles south 
of Townsville. is at the foot of 
Saddle Mountain. 

The pilot of the Anson, Flight 
Lieutenant A. Clark, circled the 
area for some minutes yesterday 
before identifying the wreckage. 

Crew of the crashed plane were 
Flight Lieutenants F. Langford, of 
Sydney, and G. W. Batzloff, of 
Biddeston. near Toowoomba. 

Within 30 Yards  
A party of civilians from Cro-

marty again searched the 
mountain yesterday, and were on 
the slopes when the wreck was 
sighted from the air. 

As no system of signals between 
air and ground had been arranged, 
they could not be directed to the 
spot, and they returned yesterday 
afternoon without having located 
the plane. 

One searcher said he must 
have been within 30 yards of 
the wreckage during the day. 
When the discovery of the 

wreckage was reported to the 
Townsville R.A.A.F. station ye ,6- 
terday a ground search party, 
under Flying Officer Buchan, who 
had led an earlier search, left 
Townsville by rail motor for Cro-
marty. 

Roads to Cromarty are still 
blocked by flood waters. 

Forced Back  
On arrival at Cromarty, the 

R.A.A.F. party began to climb 
the mountain, but were forced to 
return when heavy rain and low 
cloud again closed on the moun-
tain. They plan to start out again 
at daybreak to-day. 

Mr. A. Joyce, of Cromarty, 
said last night, after his return 
from the all-day search of the 
mountain, that one of the air-
men had told him the Mosquito 
had cut a swathe about 50 yards 
long through the tops of the 
trees before it finally crashed. 
"At one time to-day I must 

have been within 30 yards of the 
plane, but could not see it be-
cause of the dense jungle,' said 
Mr. Joyce. "The lawyer vines are 
so thick that we could not see 
more than a few yards." 

A search party made up of local 
residents searched the mountain 
until 9 p.m. last night. The party, 
which consisted of Pat and Bernie 
Meehan, and Tom Marron and his 
son, have searched every day since 
the plane crashed. 

"We saw the search plane over-
head," said Pat Meehan last 
night, "but did not know that they 
had found the Mosquito. 

"When the plane did not re-
turn in the afternoon, we thought 
that something may have been 
sighted, so we came down." 
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N.Q. 	MOUNTAIN 
Search For 

Crew To-da 
Mountain Search 

Party Away 
TOWNSVILLE: lit fine clear 

weather a large ground party of 
searchers, comprising air force 
persconel with a medical orderly, 
stretcher equipment—Constable 
Welers, of Giru, and civilian resi-
dents, left Cromarty at daybreak 
this morning to ascend to Saddle 
Back ridge running off Mt. Elliott. 
It was here that a searching Anson 

aircraft yesterday located signs of 
the wrecked and partly -burned 
photographic survey Mosquito plane, 
which crashed on Tuesday night. 

The party is faced with a slow, 
hazardous climb up the slippery 
mountain, and will have to hack a 
track through heavy lawyer vine and 

R.A.A.F. Mosquito bomber, carrying 
a crew of two, crashed into 2800-ft. 

high Saddle Mountain, about 20 miles 
south-east of Townsville, shortly before 5 
p.m. yesterday. 

The area where the plane crashed is 
just below the mountain peak, where the 
terrain is rocky and in parts precipitous. 

One of a squadron which had been engaged 
on a photographic survey of the Burdekin River 
basin, the plane was flying from Rockhampton 
to Townsville. 
It crashed near the peak of the 

mountain while heavy rain ob-
scured visibility. 

Police and air force authorities 
believe that the crew may still be 
alive. 

Residents of the small vil-
lage of Cromarty, near the foot 
of the mountain, saw what they 
thought were distress signals 
from near the top of the moun-
tain between 7.30 and 8 o'clock 
last night. 
A. R.A.A.F. search party of 12, 

including ambulance men, a medi-
cal officer, and a trained rescue 
squad, left Townsville for Cro-
marty just before midnight. 

With four Cromarty residents 
who saw the flares from the 
mountain-top, they will attempt 
to scale the mountain at day-
break. 

SEARCH BY AIR  
If the weather clears sufficiently 
R.A.A.F. Catalina from Towns-

ville will fly over the area at sun-
rise looking for wreckage. 

Late last night heavy rain, 
which had been falling all day 
in the Townsville—Ayr district, 
shrouded the mountain top, and 
no signs of life could be seen. 
The leader of the search party 

will be 21-year-old Terence Duck-
worth, of Cromarty. who has lived 
for many years about one and a 
half miles from the foot of the 
mountain. 

Duckworth, who was in tile 
R.A.A.F. during the war, saw the 
Mosquito fly low over the town-
ship about 4.45 p.m. It came from 
the direction of Ayr, and was flying 
fast towards Townsville. 

GLOW AND FLASH 
About an hour later, most of 

Cromarty's 30 residents saw a 
sudden glow through the mist and 
clouds covering the mountain 
peak. 

About 7.30 p.m., they saw flashes 
from near the same spot, as 
though flares were being fired. 

Then a light flashed what re-
sidents thought was a Morse 
message, although rain made it 
hard to see. 
A Cromarty resident, Mr. Pat 

Meehan. told The Courier-Mail by 
telephone last night that Saddle 
Mountain was a rugffed razor-
back, covered mostly with dense 
scrub, He said that he thought 
11. e. 	 L. 

"It seems practically inacces-
sible," he said. "So far as the 
people in Cromarty know, no-
one has ever climbed up there 
before." 
A railway officer at Cromarty 

said that he noticed the plane 
flying at a very low altitude. 

"It was raining at the time, and 
heavy clouds hung about a third 
of the way down the mountain-
side." he continued. 

"The plane appeared to be 
heading straight into them, and 
I did not see it again." 
"At 7.30 p.m. I looked in the 

direction of the mountain and saw 
distinct flashes, several of which 
I made out to be S.O.S. 

"We obtained a light, and tried 
to answer the signals, but ap-
parently they could not pick them 
up. 

"The flashing was continued for 
about an hour, then, after 8.30, it 
ceased." 

The missing plane left Rock-
hampton at 3.30 p.m. yesterday, 
and was due at Townsville at 4.45 
p.m. The last message the 
R.A.A.F. station at Townsville re-
ceived from the plane was that it 

nvpr pomp Hill at 4.50 p.m. 
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Search 
Goes On 
A BREAK in the weather 

yesterday enabled the 
land-air search to be resumed 
for the two Mosquito bombers 
missing in the north. 

Four planes took off from 
Townsville and two from 
Cloncurry. 

One Mosquito is believed to 
have crashed on Mount Elliott, 
near Townsville on Tuesday, 
and the other, a New Zealand 
Air Force machine, has been 
lost between Townsville and 
Darwin since Wednesday. 

One of the six search 
planes, an Avro Anson, con-
centrated on the Mt. Elliott 
area, while the remainder, 
consisting of two Catalinas, 
two Liberators, and a Doug-
las commenced to follow the 
track of the New Zealand 
Mosquito from Townsville to 
the Northern Territory bor-
der. 

Hope. Given Up 

Responsible 	Air 	Force 
authorities have given up 
hope of finding alive the two 
members of the Mosquito 
which is believed to have 
crashed on Mt. Elliott. 

They believe the machine 
crashed head-on into the 
precipitous 4000ft. high 
range at 300 miles an hour. 
Its crew of two consisted of 

Flight-Lieutenant F. Lang-
ford, of Sydney, and Flight 
Lieutenant D. W. Batzloff, 21, 
eldest son of Mr. W. Batzloff, 
of Biddeston, via To o-
woomba. 

There is still a fair chance 
that two members of a New 
Zealand Mosquito lost be 
tween Darwin and Towns-
vllle since Wednesday, will 
be found alive. 

Cloud Still Low 

A Cromarty message yester-
day said that the weather had 
broken, and that no rain had 
fallen during the day in the 
township. 

The area in which the 
plane is believed to have 
crashed, however, was still 
obscured by low cloud. 
The post mistress (Mrs. 

Meehan) said that rail traffic 
between Cromarty and Towns-
j ville was still delayed because 
, of washouts, while water was 
still over the line between 
Cromarty and Ayr. 

Two search parties which,  
had been marooned in the Cro-
marty railway station by waist-
deep water on Friday night 
were still in the township. 



RESCUE PARTY SCALING 
PEAK TO SEEK AIRMEN 

One of the highest peaks in Queensland is being scaled to-day for the first time in 
history by seekers of the two R.A.A.F. airmen who late yesterday crashed with their 

Mosquito survey bomber 30 miles from Townsville. 
The search party expects to reach the site of 

the crashed plane by evening and hopes to find at 
least one of the two airmen alive. 

The missing airmen are: FLIGHT 
LIEUTENANTS LANG FORD and 
BATZLOFF, both of New South 
Wales. 

Twelve men set out at 7 a.m, to-
day from the small village of Crom-
arty on a four-mile journey to the 
foot of the Great Dividing Range, a 
4,100 ft. precipitous spur of which 
they will attempt to scale. 

A R.A.A.F. Catalina also is 
on an air search today, hoping for 
a weather break over the peak to 
enable it to pin-point the crash 
for the ground party. 

The Mosquito, on a photographic 
survey of the Burdekin River 
basin, crashed when over the peak 
in heavy rain just before night-
fall.. 
It Was en route from Rockhamp-

ton to Townsville, its base. 
Last night Cromarty Village resi-

dents for 60 minutes saw what they 
took to be signal flashes from the 
locality of the crash. 

Ambulance Bogged 
An R.A.A.F. search party, with 

an ambulance and medical officer. 
under Flying Officer F. Buchan, left 
Xownsville last night when they 
heard that distress signal lights had 
been observed by railway officer 
Roy Guspard and other residents of 
Cromarty farming and grazing settle-
ment, some 30 miles south of Towns-
ville on the South Coast line, from 
high up on the mountainside of 
Mt. Elliott. 

They reached Cromarty before 
daylight today after the ambulance 
truck had been bogged along the 
road for 40 minutes. 
The party left Cromarty with local 

guides for Mt. Elliott early this 
morning and ploughed through four 
files of boggy country before reach-
ing the foot of Mt. Elliott to begin 
their long and arduous climb over 
sonic of the worst mountain country 
in the north. 

Sheer Rock Face 
The closest side of Mt. Elliott, 

much of which is sheer rock face, 
is unscalable, and it will take much 
time to get around. 

Mrs. Meehan, wife of a Crom-
arty grazier, who conducts the 
local exchange from her home, 
said that this part of Mt. Elliott 
had never been climbed, and 
weather conditions of the past two 
days would make the hillside 
slippery and dangerous for climb- 
ing. 
Just before 5 o'clock yesterday 

Mr. Guspard noticed the bomber 
flying low and apparently heading 
straight for the top portion of the 
Cromarty side of Mt. Elliott, nearly 
three parts of which were obscured 
by cloud. Light misty rain was fall-
ing. 

Nobody at Cromarty heard the 
crash, which a cloud bank could 
deaden. 

Following a broadcast from 
Townsville that the plane was 
nworti wra at 1";51 rim tt the drome 

help were seen during the next 65 
minutes. The flashes were seen 
coming through the misty rain. 

Cromarty Answers 
Lights from railway signal lamps 

and electric torches were flashed 
from Cromarty, but no reply was 
received to the messages sent ask-
ing for particulars. 

Evidently these signals were 
not visible on the mountain. 
Light, mit:3,, cold rain continued 

throughout the night. 
Mrs. Meehan, when contacted, 

said that weather conditions this 
morning had improved and very 
light rain was falling, but that the 
Cromarty side of the mountain 
was still clouded near the top. 

From the Townsville side this 
morning Mt. Elliott had only a 
light cloud bank on its top. 

The commanding officer of the 
R.A.A.F. at Townsville (Wing 
Commander Gibson) sent out a 
searching Catalina flying boat this 
morning, but its effectiveness 
early was reduced by bad 
weather. 
'It is making another search flight 

this afternoon. 
Other planes are available to par-

ticipate, but because of weather 
conditions it would be unsafe to 
have more than one in the air over' 
the cloud-enshrouded peak at a I 
time. 

Plane Crew 
Was Unlucky 

TOWNSVILLE: The crew of the 
illfated R.A.A.F. survey Mosquito, 
which crashed on Saddle-back 
Range, overlooking Townsville, 
last wek. missed safety by only a 
few yards. 
Had then been a few yards to the 

left they would have missed the hill-
top and flown safely through the 
opening gorge to Garbutt airfield. 
some distance on. 

Flying tr.reugh cloud and misty 
rain the two aviators, Frank Lang-
ford and Douglas William Batzloff, 
crashed to their death in their high-
speed bomber on the edge of a 
wooded gorge. 

The fate of the flyers was cleared 
up when the civilian party, under 
Bob Hall, of Cromarty, that went 
out on Sunday and camped on the 
mountain that night found the 
smashed bodies of the two men 
among the wreckage, 

The ground party of 26 left Cro-
marty yesterday morning and, 
guided by an Anson plane, reached 
the wrecked and partly burned 
plane and joined Hall's party. 

The party included Flight Lieu-
tenant Bartlett who, with Flight 
Lieutenant M:Phaill, representing 
the Directorate of Flying Safety, 
and Squadron Leader Kemmis, pre-
sident of the Court of Inquiry. flew 
from Sydney to conduct an in-
vestigation into the circumstances 
of the crash. 

The party, with the bodies of the 
ill-fated airmen, reached Cromarty 
late yesterday afternoon, and the 
bodies were later brbught to Towns-
ville, where they will be buried 
with military honours tomorrow or 
Thursday. 
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high up on the mountainside of l__"*-
Mt. Eliiotr.

They reaehed CromartY before
ilaylight today after the ambulance
truck .had been bogged along the
road for 40 minutes.
The party left Cromarty with local

ruides for Mt. Eltiott earlY this
irorning and ploughed through four
files of boggy country before reach-
ing the foot of Mt. Elliott to begin
their long and arduous climb over
some of the worst mountain country
in tl-re north.

Sheer Rock Face
The closest side of Mt.

much of which is sheer rock face,
is unscalable, and it will take much
time to get around.

lVlrs, $Ieehan, wife of a Crom-
arty grazier, who cortducts the
local cxchange frorn her honre.
said that this Part of Mt. Elliott
had never been climbed, and

weather conditions of the Past two

davs would make the hillside

slippery and dangerous for climb'

Jirst before 5 o'clock Yesterday
Mr. Guspard noticed the boraber
flying low and aPParentlY heading

ing.

stiaieht for. -the.,g9. 
p::iio.: 

"f l,l:raieht for the top Portlon ortne
roriarty side"of Mt' Elliott, nearly

three parts of 
-which 

were obscured
by cloud. Light misty rain was fall-

Nobody at CromartY
crash, rvhich a cloud
deaden,

Following a broadcast from
Townsville that the plane vt'as
anrerdna al  Gnrhrr l f  the drome

RffisCUE PARTY SCALING
PEAK TO SEEK AIRMffiN

One of the highest peaks in Queensland is being scaled to-day for the first time in
history by seekers of the two R,A,A,F. airmen who late yesterday crashed with their

Mosquito survey bomber 3O miles froqr Townsville,
The search party expects to reach the site of

the crashed plane by evening and hopes to find at
least one of the trvo airmen alive.

The missing air-men are: FLIGHTlhelp were seen duling the next 65 Plane CrewLIEUIINANTS LANCJORD and lminutes. The flashes lvere seen
BATZLOFF, both of-New South lcoming through the misty rain.

an ambulance and nredical officer, I s'eathcr. i
trnder Flying,Officer F. Buehan, l€ftl 'It is making another search flightI
flou-nsville last night when theylthi.s afternoou. I
heard that distless signal lights hadl Other plar-res are available to par-l
been observed by railway officerlticipate, but because of n'eatherl
Roy Guspard and other reJidents oflconditions it rvoulcl be unsafe tol
Cromarty farming and grazing settle-lhave more than one in lhe air over,
ment, som€ 30 miles south of Towns- lthe cloud-enshrouded peak at a j

if;"" men set out at ? a.rn. to- | Cromarty Answers
day from the small village of Crom- | l-1en!s f:rom railway signal-Jamps
iriy on a four-mile journey to the land electric torches were flashed
foot of the Great Dividing Range, alfrom Cromarty, but no reply was
4,100 ft. precipitous spur of whichlreceived to the.messages sent ask-

ing for particulars,

A Ii.A.A.F. Catalina also it I Evidently these signals rvere
on an air search today, hoping for I not visible on the mountain.
a weather break over the peak to I Light, mir:y, cold rain continued
enable it to pin-point the qrashlthroughout the night.
for the Eround Dartv. I ]\[rs- Meehan. wh+l\[rs. Meehan, when eontacted,

The Mosquito, on a photoglaplrie lsaid that weather conditions this
survey of the Burdelin_ Rive-r lmorning had improved and very
basin, crashed when over the peak llight rain u,as faiing, but that the
in heavy rain iust before night- lCi'omarty side of lhe mountain

was stiil clouded near the top.
It riras en route from Rockhamp- | From the Townsville side this

morning Mt. Elliott had only a-
Last night Cromarty Village lgsl- lliCht cloud bank on its top.

dents for 60 minutes saw wlat thgy | 
- 

The eonunandfug officei. of the,
tgok to be signal flashes from the I R.A.A.F. at Torinrsville (Wing

Ccmrnander Gibson) sent out a

Ambulance Bogged | ii:i:l,t: ?,T'T,u':l?":,:*,1}]:
An R.A.A.F. search party, with I early \r'as redueed by bad

heard the
bank could

Was Unlucky
TOWNSYILLE: The crew of the

illfated R.A.A.F, survey Mosquito,
which crashed . on Saddle-back
Range, overlooking Tolrnsville,
last u'ek. misseil safety by ouly a
few yards.

Had then been a few yards to the
left they would have missed the hill-
top and flovr'n safely through the
opening gorge to Garbutt airfield,
some distance on.

Flying ttrrcugh cloud and mistY
tain the tu'o aviators, Frank Lang-
ford and Doualas \{illiam Batzloff,
crashed to tleir death in their high-
speed bomber on the edge of a
wooded gorge.

The fate of the flyers was cleared
up lr-hen the civilian party, under
Bob Hrll, of Cromarty, that \4'ent
out on Sunday and camped on the
mountain that night found the
srna:hed bodies of the trvo men
rmong the wreckage.

The ground party of 26 left Cro-
marty yesterday mol'nihg and,
zuided by an Anson plane, reached j

tenant Bartlett who, with tr'light
Lieutenant M:Ptraill, representing
the Directirrate of I'lying Safety,
and Squadron Leader Kemmis, pre-
s:dent of the Court of Inquiry. flew
from Sydney to conduct an in-
vestigation' into the circumstances
cf the crash.

The party, u,ith the bodies of the
ill-fated airmen, reached Cromarty I
Ia le  5 'es te rday  aFternoon,  and the l

the u'recked and partly burned,
nlane and joined Hall's party. i

Ihe par-ty included Flight Lieu- |

lLodies rvere later bitsught to Towns- !
lv i l le ,  rvhere they wi l l  be bur ied I
;with military honours tomorrow or j
Ttrursday. I



FIRST PICTURES of the wrecked R.A.A.F. Mosquito bomber, which crashed near 
the summit of Saddle Mountain, near Townsville. Left: Wreckage of the machine 
testifying to the shattering effect of the crash which gave no hope of survival for 

. the crew of two. Right: The swathe cut through the timber by the machine as it 
rocketed to earth and burst into flames. The crew, Flight Lieut. F. Langfc-rd, of 
Sydney, and Flight Lieut. G. W. Batzloff, of Biddeston, Queensland, will be buried 
in the war cemetery at Townsville. A R.A.A.F. inquiry will investigate the crash. 



Two Died When This Bomber 
Crashed In Northueenslan 
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