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LOST PLANES
LOCATED

Dakota Erv;zw May
Be Unhurt

BRISBANE, Sunday.—The partly burned wreckage
of the R.A.A.F. Mosquito, which has been missing since
last Tuesday, was located to-day by the pilot of a search

plane. Another aircraft sighted the Dutch Dakota,
which was lost on Tuesday on a flight from Longreach

to Darwin.

The wreckage of the Mosquito to have made ‘a successful *‘belly
luy about 100 feet below the peak |landing,” he considered it would

of Saddle Mountain, some 20 mile

south of Townsville. The pilot of |
the search plane reported that he
saw no signs of life near the

wreckage.

An Air Force search party left
Townsville immediately the report
was received, and it will com-
mence its climb up Saddle
Mountain from Cromarty at dawn
t0O-mOorrow. The party is in
charge of the officer who led a
previous search. He believes that
on his first climb he must have
passed within a quarter of a mile

of the wreck.

He said last night the mountain
was so rugged that it would be
possible for searchers to pass
within 50 yards of the plane with-

out seeing it.

Dakota Landed
on Clearing

During a telephone conversz

tion from Darwin last night Ca:

tain Myers, the pilot of a Qant
plane, which sighted the Dut
Dakota, said the Dutchmen I
landed their plane in the ¢
clearing to be seen for mi

. From the air the ground appes
| to be swampy, and the plane
' peared to be undamaged.

< | be very surprising if anyone on
board had been seriously in-
jured.

31- 347 : Mete. PAPER.
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~ by an Air

Force Avro Anson near the peak of Saddle Mountain:

7

~ ville, yesterday. The plane crashed last Tuesday.

—TIST H‘ohce': Berry’s impire_.s's:io_n of thevsighting‘; of the wrecked MOSquifo

south of Towns-
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A SEARCH party will set out at dawn to-
"day for the top of Saddle Mountain,
south of Townsville, where the burnt-out
wreckage of the Mosquito bomber which
crashed last Tuesday was sighted yester-
day morning.
i The wreckage was seen from an Avro
Anson search plane at 9 a.m., during a
_temporary break in the weather on the
“southern side of the 2800ft. mountain,
‘about 100ft. from the peak.
Observers in the plane saw no szgn of life
or attempts at signalling.

The party which will leave
_ this morning for the scene will
consist of Air Force personnel
from Townsville ang civilians. |

They expect to reach the
plane about noon.

QUEENSLAND-BORN Flight *
Lieutenant D. W. Batzloff, ob-
server in the Mosquito which |
crashed on Saddle Mountain. |

OUT A

>

series of runs from Cromarty to
direct the ground party to the
spot. Cromarty, 20 miles south
of Townsville, is at the foot of
Saddle Mountain.

The pilot of the Anson, Flight
Lieutenant A. Clark, circled the
area for some minutes yesterday

‘| before identifying the wreckage.

Crew of the crashed plane were
Flight Lieutenants F. Langford, of
Sydney, and G. W. Batzloff, of
(Biddeston, near Toowoomba.

Wil'hin 30 Yards

A party of civilians from Cro-
marty again searched the |
mountain yesterday, and were on
the slopes when the wreck was
sighted from the air.

As no system of signals between
air and ground had been arranged,
they could not be directed to the|
spot; ‘and they returned yesterday
afternoon without having located
the plane.

One searcher said he mus
have en within 30 yards o
the wreckage during the day.

When the discovery of the
wreckagé was reported to the

| Townsville R.A.AF. station yes-

terday a ground search party,
under Flying Officer Buchan, who
had led an earlier search, left
Townsville by rail motor for Cro-
marty.

Roads to Cromarty are still
blocked by flood waters.

The Avro Anson will make a'




ut at dawn to-
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.m., during a
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no sign of life

The Avro Anson will make a
series of runs from Cromarty to
direct the ground party to the
spot. Cromarty, 20 miles south
of Townsville, is at the foot of
Saddle Mountain.

The pilot of the Anson, Flight
Lieutenant A. Clark, circled the
area for some minutes yesterday

‘| pefore identifying the wreckage.

Crew of the crashed plane were
Flight Lieutenants F. Langford, of
Sydney, and G. W. Batzloff, of
Riddeston, near Toowoomba.

Wi ithin 30 Ya_rds

A party of civilians from Cro-

mountain yesterday, and were on
the slopes when the wreck was
sighted from the air.

As no system of signals between
air and ground had been arranged,
they could not be directed to _fhe
spot, and %ﬁy returned yesterday
afternoon without having located
the plane. ;

One searcher said he mu
havewgfen within 30 yards o
ihe wreckage during the day.
When the discovery of the
'wreckagé was reported to the
Townsville R.A.AF. station yes-

marty again searched the

terday a ground search party,
under Flying Officer Buchan, who
had led an earlier search, left
Townsville by rail motor for Cro-
marty. ;

Roads to Cromarty are still

plocked by flood waters.

Forced chk

On arrival at Cromarty, the|
RAAF. party began to. climb'
the mountain, but were forced to
return when heavy rain and low
cloud again closed on the moun-
tain. They plan to start out again
at daybreak to-day. ;

Mr. A. Joyce, of Cromarty,
said last night, after his return
from the all-day search of the
mountain, that one of the air-
men had told him the Mosquito
had cut a swathe about 50 yards
long through the tops of the
trees before it finally crashed.

«At one time to-day I must
have been within 30 yards of the
plane, but could not see it be-
cause of the dense jungle,’ said
Mr. Joyce. “The lawyer vines are
so thick that we could not see
more than a few yards.” .

A search party made up of local
residents searched the mountain
until 9 pim. last night. The party,|
which consisted of Pat and Bernle,
Meehan, and Tom Marron and his|
son, have searched every day since
the plane crashed. -

“We saw the search plane over-|
head,” said Pat Meehan last
night, “but did not know that they
had found the Mosquito.

“When the plane did not re-
turn in the afternoon, we thought
that something may have| been
sighted, so we came down.”

/09 -z



Search For

A

‘;rp m. yesterday.

he area where the plane crashed is

just below the mountain peak, where the
terrain is rocky and in parts precipitous.

One of a squadron which had been engaged

on a photographic survey of the Burdekin River

basin, the plane was flying from Rockhampton

to Townsville.

rew To-day

R.A.A.F. Mosquito bomber, carrying

a crew of two, crashed into 2800-ft.

~ high Saddle Mountain, about 20 miles
“south-east of Townsville, shortly before 5

It ‘crashed near the peaik of the
mountain while heavy rain ob-
scured visibility.

Police and air force authorities
believe that the crew may still be
alive.

- Residents of the small vil-
lage of Cromarty, near the foot
of the mountain, saw what they

thought were distress  signals
from near the top of the moun-
tain between 7.30 and 8 o’clock
last night.

A. RAAPF. search party of 12,
including ambulance men, a medi-
cal officer. and a tramed rescue
squad, left Townsville for Cro-

marty just before midnight.

With four Cromarty residents
who saw, the flares from the
mountazr;—top they will attempt
to scale the
break.

SEARCH BY AIR

If the wepther clears sufficiently
& R.A.AF. Catalina from Towns-
ville will fly over the area at sun-
rise looking for wreckage. .

Late last night heavy rain,
which had been falling all day
in the Townsville—Ayr district,
shrouded the mountain top, and
no signs of life could be seen.

The leader of the search party
will be 21-year-old Terence Duck-
worth, of Cromartys who has lived

for many years about one and af

half miles from the foot of the
mountain.

i
Dﬁckworth who was in ' the

RAAF. durmg the war, saw the]
Mosquito fly low over the town-

ship about 445 p.m. It came from|.
the direction of Ayr, and was flying|!

fast towards Townsville.
GLOW AND FLASH

most  of
Saw a

Abou't' an hour later,
Cromarty’s 30 residents

- sudden glow through the mist and|

. clmids covermg the- -mountain
peal

About 730 pam., they saw flashes
from ‘near the same spot, as
th;ou% h flares were being fired.

en a light flashed what re-
sidents thought was a Morse

- message, although rain made it
hard to see.

A Cromarty resident, Mr. Pat
Meehan, told The Courier-Mail by
telephone last night that Saddle
Mountain was a  rugeed razor-
back, covered mostly with dense

mountain at day-|

~ about an hour, then, after 8.30, it

scrub. He smd that he thoug‘xt

PR R Wk

“It seems practxcall inacces-
sible,” he said. “So fyar as the
people in Cromarty know, no-
one has ever climbed up there
bxfore 1;’

railway officer at Cromarty
said that he noticed the plane
}"‘ing at a very low altitude.
It was raining at the time, and
heavy clouds hung about a third
of the way down the mountain-
side,” he continued.
“The plane . appeared to be
heading straight into .them, and
I g;d'zl;%t see it again.”
£ pm. I looked in the
direction of the mountain and saw
distinct flashes, several of which
I made out to be S.0S. -

“We obtained a light, and tned’

to answer the signals, but ap-
parently they could not pick them

up.
“The flashmg was continued for

ceased.”

The missing plane left Rock-
hampton at 3.30 p.m. yesterday,
and was due at Townsville at 4.45

.m. The last message the

A.AF. station at Townsville re-
ceived from the plane was that it
vas over }'—Tnmo Hill at 450 pm

& Magnet/c /
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Mountain Search
Party Away

TOWNSVILLE: Iy fine clear
weather a large ground party of
searchers, comprising air force
persoanel with a medical orderly,
streteher Mutpment,...wConstable
Weiers, of Giru, and civilian resi-
dents, left Cromarty at daybreak
this morning to ascend to Saddie
Back ridge running off Mt. Elliott.
It was here that a searching Anson

aircraft yesterday located signs of
the wrecked and partly -burned
photoglaphlc survey Mosquito plane,
which crashed on Tuesday night.

| The party is faced with a slow,
ihazardous climb up the  slippery
1mountam and will have to hack a
‘track through heavy lawyer vine and |







RESCUE PARTY SCALING
PEAK TO SEEK AIRMEN

One of the highest peaks in Queensland is being scaled to-day for the first time in
history by seekers of the two R.A.A.F. airmen who late yesterday crashed with their

The missing airmen are: FLIGHT
LIEUTENANTS LANGFORD ' and
BATZLOFF, both of New South
Wales. } :

Twelve men set out at 7 a.m, to-
day from the small village of Crom-
arty on a four-mile journey to the
foot of the Great Dividing Range, a
4,100 ft. precipitous spur of which
they will attempt to scale.

A RA.AF. Catalina also is
on an air search today, hoping for
a weather break over thée peak to
enable it to pin-point the crash
for the ground party.

The Mosquito, on a photograplic
survey of the Burdekin River
basin, crashed when over the peak
in heavy rain just before night-
fall, Ve :

It was en route from Rockhamp-
ton to Townsville, its base.

Last night Cromarty Village resi-
dents for 60 minutes saw what they
tpok to be signal flashes from the
locality of the crash.

Ambulance Bogged
An R.AAF. search party, with

under Flying Officer F. Buchan, left
Townsville last night when they
heard that distress signal lights had
heen observed by railway officer
Roy Guspard and other residents of
Cromarty farming and grazing settle-
' ment, some 30 miles south of Towns-
ville on the South Coast line, from
high up on the mountainside of
Mt. Elliott.

They reached Cromarty before
daylight today after the ambulance
truck had been bogged along the
road for 40 minutes, {

The party left Cromarty with local
guides for Mt. Elliott early this

morning and ploughed through four
files of boggy country before reach-
ling the foot of Mt. Elliott to begin
their long and arduous climb over
some of the worst mountain country
in the north. :

Sheer Rock Face

‘The closest side of Mt. Elliott,
much of which is sheer rock face,
is unscalable, and it will take much
time to get around.

Mrs. Meehan, wife of a Crom-
arty grazier, who conducts the
local exchange from her home,
said that this part of Mt. Elliott
had never been climbed, and .
weather conditions of the past t_wo
days would make the hil}sule
slippery and dangerous for climb-
ing. z
Jlgxst pefore 5 o’clock yesterday
Mr. Guspard noticed the bomber
flying low and apparently heading
straight for the top portion of ‘the
Cromarty side of Mt. Elliott, nearly
three parts of which were obscured
by cloud. Light misty rain was fall-
ing.

Nobody at Cromarty heard the
crash, which a cloud bank could
deaden.

Following a broadcast from

Townsville that the plane was
SR TSR TRt e . [N e 1o © SO 3 e, [

an ambulance and medical officer, |

Mosquito survey bomber 30 miles from Townsville.

The search party expects to reach the site of *

the crashed plane by evening and hopes to find at
least one of the two airmen alive.

help were seen during the next 65
minutes. The flashes were seen
coming through the misty rain.
Cromarty Answers |
Lights from railway signal lamps
and electric torches were flashed
from Cromarty, but no reply was
received to the messages sent ask-
ing for particulars.

Evidently these signals were
not visible on the mountain.

Light, micly, cold rain continued
throughout the night.

Mrs. Meehan, when contacted,
said that weather conditions this
morning had improved and very
light rain was falling, but that the
Cromarty side of the mountain
was still clouded near the top.

From the Townsville side this
morning Mt. Elliott had only &
light cloud bank on its top.

. The commanding officer of the
R.AAF. at Townsville (Wing
Commander Gibson) sent out a
searching Catalina flying boat this
morning, but its effectiveness
early was reduced by bad
weather.

It is making another search flight
this afternoon.

Other planes are available to par-
ticipate, but because of weather
conditions it would be unsafe to
have more than one in the air over

time.

the cloud-enshrouded peak at a

Plane Crew
Was Unlucky

TOWNSVILLE: The crew of the
illfated R.A.A.F. survey Mosquito,
which crashed - on Saddle-back
Range, overlooking Townsville,
last wek. missed safety by only a
few yards. !

Had then been a few yards to the
left they would have missed the hill-
top and flown safely through the
opening gorge to Garbutt airfield.
some distance on.

Flying thrcugh cloud and misty
rain the two aviators, Frank Lang-
ford and Douglas William Batzloff,
crashed to their death in their high-
speed bomber on the edge of a
wooded gorge.

The fate of the flyers was cleared
up when the civilian party, under
Bob Hall, of Cromarty, that went
out on Sunday and camped on the
mountain that night found the
smashed bodies of the two men
among the wreckage,

The ground party of 26 left Cro-
marty yesterday morning and,
zuided by an Anson plane, reached
the wrecked and partly burned
vlane and joined Hall’'s party.

The party included Flight Lieu-
tenant Bartlett who, with Flight
Lieutenant M-:Phaill, representing
the Directorate of Flying Safety,
and Squadron Leader Kemmis, pre-
sident of the Court of Inquiry, flew
from Sydney to conduct an in-
vestigation ' into the circumstances
of the crash. ,_

The party, with the bodies of the
ill-fated airmen, reached Cromarty
late yesterday afternoon, and the
'bodies were later bréught to Towns- |
ville, where they will be buried
'with military honours tomorrow or
Thursday.




'FIRST PICTUR

- Right
' Sydney, and Flight Lieut.

—in the war’ cemetery at Townsville. A RAAF.

RES of the wrecked RAAF.
he summit of Saddle Mountain, near T
fying to the ‘Shvefteringreffecrfvofv the ¢

‘Mosquito bomber, which ‘crashed near
ownsville. Left: Wreckage of the machine
rash which gave no hope of suivival for
The swathe cut through the timber by the machire as it
es. The crew, Flight Lieut. F, Langfcrd, of
G. W. Batzloff, of Biddeston, Queensland, will be buried
inquiry will investigate the crash.
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