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Right. The wreckage was 
strewn over about 10 acres 
-4f.ground. The smoke and 
flames from the explosion 
leaped high into the air.. 
H, appeared to be a bluish 
flash. The dry grass in 
the vicinity caught fire 
from the smouldering 
wrtakage. 

DIVE:INTO GROUND . 
• ./ 

Mr. - J. Lyell, of Stratford, 
said that he saw the plane 
prior to the accident. It ap-
peared to dive towards the 
ground and a rising section of 
land. 1There was a terrific ex-
plosion- and the impact caused 
a sudden rush of air. The 
engine of the plane tore a 
great hole in the ground and 

• flyeala era mar. cnrpa ri Ave.". 

CRASH AT STRATFORD 
. At about 2.30 p.m. on Tues-
day the crash occurred about 
three miles north-east of 
Stratford, on a property owned 
by Mr. James Stewart. The 
alarm was given and the res-
cue crews from East Sale with 
a medical unit was rushed to 
the scene. 
• It was found that the two 
occupants had been killed in 
the crash. 

The victims were:— 
Flight Lieut. William F, Wil-

son, of Elgin street, Sale, 
married. 

Warrant Officer George I. 
Wilson, of Oakleigh, 
single. 

Mr. J. Stewart, who was 
working on a truck about 11 
miles away, said that he saw 
the' plane flying around a few 
nllnutes before the crash. It 
fippea.red to be quite all right. 
14411 was unloading the truck 
When he heard the explosion 
and felt a blast of • wind. He 
looked up and saw a cloud of 
smoke. 

Pilot And Navigator 
Killed 

At Stratford 

ALARM GIVEN 

Mrs. Cooper, whose husband 
works on the property for Mr. 
Stewart, saw the crash and 
telephoned the R.AAF. 
authorities at East Sale. 

The men in the locality 
guarded the aircraft and the 
surroundings in case of fire 
until the R.A.A.F. units ar-
rived shortly after. 

The scene of the accident 
was about 14 miles from Sale 
and three miles from Strat-
ford. 

Flight Lieut. Wilson was an 
instructor at East Sale. He 
has been stationed there for 
some time and had a distin-
guished record as a pilot and 
instructor. At the time of the 
accident he and Warrant Offi-
cer Wilson (no relation) were 
on a conversion course which 
demands more than ordinary 
flying instruction. 

The • funeral of the late 
Flight Lieut. Wilson will take 
place after a service at the 
Presbyterian Church commenc-
ing at 10 a.m. tomorrow. The 
cortege will then travel to the 
Sale Cemetery. 

Warrant Officer Wilson will 
be buried in Melbourne. 
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TWO R.A.k.F. airmen, both named Wilson, 
were killed yesterday' when a Mosquito' 

fighter-bomber crashed into- rising ground 
at Stratford, near Sale. - 
EyeLwitnesses said the 

plane did not , right itself riezeoa6if  
quickly . ,enough ,after 
coming out of a 'spiral 
dive. 

The dead men are: 
Flight'- Lieutenant W. F. 

Wilson, married, of Elgin st., 
Sale, and Warrant Officer G. 
I. Wilson, of Oakleigh. • 
• Flight-Lieut. Wilson was 

Mosquito flight instructor at 
East Sale R.A.A.F. station. 
He was on an instructional 
flight with W.O. Wilson. 

A special R.A.A.F. inquiry 
into the crash will be opened 
today. 

A bluish flame leapt 200 
feet in the air after yesterr 
day's crash. 

The 	explosion 	rocked 
buildings half a mile away. 
and was heard for four 
miles. 

Dug 6ft. hole 
The plane dug a 6ft. hole 

in the ground. Pieces. were 
scattered over 200 yards, and 
the two engines, weighing a 
ton each, were hurled 40 
yards. 

Mr. J. Lyle, a Stratford 
farmer, saillf he saw the 
plane complete two spiral 
dives and come out of a 
third. Then it "seemed to• 
get oft balance and dis-
appear into the side of a 
rise in the ground." 

TVI 1'1" 	 ff • 
plIOTS  

=Cras-hin -farest 
TWO.  R.A.A.F. - pilots %%414 dkilfgi 

1::).r.e'stet:day when their7MosciuitO; , plane ' Crashed in rugged timber- 
country

,.  
r- 

country four miles north Of Stratford,.. 
' in-  Gippslana: ' 1 . The plane exploded when 

• it crashed on Mr. James . They were:' Flt.-Lleut.!stewart's property at 2.36 William I'.. Wilson, 0i:  :p.m. Wreckage trailed for 
Elgin-st., Sale; and War- 400 yds.-. • -7....h. 	. : , > 

rant-Officer G. I. Wil- Both men were stationed 
_ son, ;of Oakieigh. • • 	at the East Sale. aerodrome. 

fr/te,goaege 

Mosquito Aircraft Crashes 
into Paddock 

An aircraft from East Sale gashed into a pad-
dock at Stratford on Tuesday afternoon and the two 
occupants were killed. This is the first fatal accident 
involving aircraft from East Sale since a plane and 
its crew were lost off the Ninety-Mile Beach some 
years ago. During the war years there were several 
crashes which involved loss of life, but since 1946 
the station has maintained a remarkably good re-
cord. When it is taken into account that aircraft 
from the station flew 13,500 hours last year and 
totals slightly less the two previous years, it Will be 
realised that maintenance of aircraft in the best con-
dition possible has been a by-word of the R.A.A.F. 

Pilot And Na,Yigator
H{ittred

At Stra,tford
Mosquito Aircralt Crcrshes

into Pcrddock
An crircrcrit lrom Es-st Scrle brcshed into cr pcd-

dock at StratJord on Tuesdcy <rftemoon csrd the two
occupcnts were kiiled. This is the lirst lctcl occident
involving oircrcit {rom East Saie since cr plcure cnd
its crew were lost ofl the Ninety-Mile Beqch some
years qgo. During the wcrr yecrrs tLere were severcrl
crcshes which i.ovolved loss oI life, but since 1946
the stqtion hcrs mcrintcri-ned cr remcrrkclbly good re-
cord. When it is tcrken into crccount thct aircrcr{t
Irom the station flew i3,500 hours last year crnd
tot<rls slightly less the two prewious Yeqrs, it 

-will be
reqlised thcrt maintencrnce ol oircrcdt in the best con-
dition possible has been cr by-word of the R.A.A.F.

CEASS AT STSATFORD
. At about 2.30 P.m. on Tues-
dey the crash occurred about
.threo miles north-east of
Stratford, on a Property owned
by Mr. James Stewart. The
elarsr wes glven and the res-
'cue crews from Easi Sale with
a oedical unit was rushed Lo
the scene.

It. was found that the two
occupants had been killed ln
ihe crash.'

The vlctims were:-
Fllght Lleut. William F. lvil-

son, of trlgin streel' Sale'
malried.

Warrant OfHcer
Y9llson, ol
slngle.

George I.
Oak)eigh,
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AI,ARM GIVEN

Mrs. Cooper, whose husband
works on the PropertY for Mr.
Sietpari, 53s the crgsh and
t€Iephoned the R.A-{f.
eutborltles at East Sale.

lhe men ln the locality
gusrded the alrcreft end the
rurouldlngs ln case of fi're
untll lhe R.A.A.F. unlts ar-
rived shortly aIter.

T'he scene of the accident
\ss^6 about 14 niles from Sale
end ti-ree ml]es from Strat-

Fllght Lieut. Wilson was an
lrstructor at East Sale. He
h.as been staHoned there for
EouIe 'llnlre and had a dirstin-
nrtsnea record es e Pilo! Bnd
t-nstuctor. At tJre ti.me of the
accideDt he and Warrant Ofr-
cer Wilson (no relatlon) were
ore e 

"onuetsion 
corrrse which

deoands :nore than ordinary
lJrlng tDstnrction.-rti 

tuneral of the late
nisht Lleut" Wilson will take
oiaie arier a serylce at the
irresbyterian Church commenc-
tng ei 10 e'm- tomorrow. The
coitege will then havei to the
6ale Cemerery.- 

Wgrtant O6cer Wilson will
be buried in Melbourne.

6rn<uta ?/bwz

44f4a) il.S.fL

, Eyerwitnesses sald the
plane dld not rlghf itself
quickly . .enough..: ,atter
comin$ out of a :splral
d i v e . '
'The 

dead inen are:
Flight - Lieutenant W. F.

IYilson, msrried, of Elgin si.,
Sale, and lVarrant O(Hcer G.
I .  lV i lson,  of  Oakleigh.

'F l ight-L ieut .  Wi lson was
Mosquito niglrt instructor al
East  Sale R.A.A.F.  star ion.
He was on an irutructlonal
f l ighc wi th W.O. wi lson.

A speciel R.A3.F. lnquiry
inLo the crash will be opened
tod&y.
. A bluish flame leapt 200
feet in Lhe glr o.fter yester:
day's crash.

The explosioo rocEed
bulldings half B mile ew8y,
and was heard for four
miles.

Dug 6ft. hole
The plane dug B 6f t .  hole

ill the ground, Pieces. were
scattered over 200 yBrds, and
the two engines, weighing a
lon each, were hurled {0
yards.

Mr. J. Lyl_e, a Stratford
farmer, sai6 he saw tie
plane . eomplele two spiral
dives and come out of a
third. Then it "seemed to'
get ofi balance and dis-
sppear inio the side of a
rise in the ground."

ilet-ao4atePi?pL

. f&. J. Stewart, who was
worklng on a truck about 1l
mlles away, sald thet he saw
tbe'plane flylng around a few
mluutes before ihe crash. Ii
fPDosred to be quitc all rlght.
Ee. Was unloadhg the tn:ck
wben he heard the exPlosion
rnd felt e blast of wlnd. IIe
lo6ked up and sew e cloud of
smoke.

.dghl- Aba *rcc&rgc war'rtrirn oY€f, rbout 10 ecres
{f ;dround. Th€ sEokc' Bnd

. tro iee ftou iJrc erplocloa
Iirsprrrl btgh lDCo tho alr..

: fh appesred to ba a bluleh
Ilirh. Thc 'dry Eracr In
tho i vlolalty . csrfht flrc

, froa tlro ruoulderlng
r'.rcokrfc.

DTYE;INTO GEOI'ND. ,
.  ;  ;  . /
. Mr.; J, Lyell, ol Stratford,
ldd tbat he eew the Plane
prlor to the accldent. It aP-
ieiiea io dlve towerds tJxe
iround and e rislng sectlon of
]al3d. iThere ws^6 e t€rrillc ex-
plosion-aad ttre finPact caused
i, nrdden rush of air. The
eng{ne ol the Plene tore ^
Bre-e8 hole in tJre gtound and
. h ^  f r i c a l o r a  E a .  c h r F r r {  o v P I
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