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Pilot And Navigater
iilled '

At Stratford

Mosquito A1rcraft Crashes
into Paddock

An dircraft from East Sale ¢rashed into a pad-
dock at Stratford on Tuesday afternoon and the two
occupants were killed. This is the first fatal accident
involving aircraft from East Sale since a plane and
its crew were lost off the Ninety-Mile Beach some
During the war years there were several
crashes which involved loss of life, but since 1946
the station has maintadned a remarkably good re-
cord. When it is taken into account that aircraft
from the station flew 13,500 hours last year and
totals slightly less the two previous years, it will be
realised that maintenance of aircraft in the best con-
dition possible has been a by-word of the R.A.A.F.

yYears ago.

CRASH AT STRATFORD

At about 2.30 p.m. on Tues-
day the crash occurred about
three miles north-east of
Stratford, on a property owned
by Mr. James Stewart. The
alarm was given and the res-
cue crews from East Sale with
a medical unit was rushed to
the scene.

- It was found that the two
occupants had been Killed in
the crash.: :

The victims were:—
Flight Lieut. William F. Wil-
son, of Elgin street, Sale,

married.

~ Warrant Officer George I
Wilson, of Oakleigh,
single

‘Mr, J. Stewa:t who was

wuking on & truck about 1%
miles away, sald that he saw
the’ plane flying around a few
m.;nutes before the crash. It
prea.red to be quite all right.

was unloading the truck
When he heard the explosion
and felt a blast of wind. He
looked up and saw a cloud of
smoke,

. sight. The wreckxze was
" strewn over about 10 acres
-4f . ground, The smoke and
3 flames from the explosion
leaped high into the air.
. It  appeared to be a bluish

ﬂaah. The 'dry grass in
the : vicinity .caught fire
- from  the smouldering
) wreckx.xe.

DWE INTO GEOUN'D

Mr J Lyell, ot Stra.tford
udd that he saw the plane
prior to the accident. It ap-
peared to dive towards the
ground and a rising section of
jand. ;{ There was a terrific ex-
plosion-and the impact caused
a sudden rush of air. The
engine of the plane tore 2
great hole in the ground and
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ALARM GIVEN

Mrs. Cooper, whose husband
works on the property for Mr.
Stewart, saw the crash and
telephoned the RAAF.
authorities at East Sale.

The men in the locality
guarded the aircraft and the
surroundings in case of fire
until the R.A.AF. units ar-
rived shortly after.

The scene of the accident
was about 14 miles from Sale
and three miles from Strat-
ford.

Flight Lieut. Wilson was an
instructor at East Sale. He
has been stationed there for
some time and had a distin-
guished record as a pilot and
instructor. At the time of the
accident he and Warrant Offi-
cer Wilson (no relation) were
on & conversion course which
demands more than ordinary
flying instruction.

The - funeral of the Ilate
Flight Lieut. Wilson will take
place after a service at the

Presbyterian Church commenc-
ing at 10 a.m. tomorrow. The
cortege will then travel to the
Sale Cemetery.

Warrant Officer Wilson will
be buried in Melbourne.

GIPPCLaNd PHPER

COAIHED  (1.32.5772

Ffarmer, said he

WO R A A F mrmen le'h named WlISOH,
_ were killed yesterday when a Mosquito’
fighter-bomber crashed “ into- rising ground
* at Stratford, near Sale. "~ -~

Eye-witnesses said the
plane did not right itself
quickly . enough - alter
comlng out of a splral
d1ve

"The dead men are:

Flight - Lieutenant W. F.
Wilson, married, of Elgin st.,
Sale, and Warrant Officer G.
I. Wilson, of Oakleigh."

-Flight-Lijeut. Wilson was
Mosquito flight instructor at
East Sale R.A.AF. station.
He was on an instructional
flight with W.O. Wilson.

A special R.AAF. inquiry
into the crash will be opened
today.

A bluish flame Ieapt 200]
feet in the air after yester- k
day’s crash.

The explosion rocked
buildings half a mile away,
and was heard for four
miles.

Dug 6ft. hole

The plane dug a 6ft. hole
in the ground. Pieces. were
scattered over 200 yards, and
the two engines, weighing a
ton- each, were hurled 40
yards.

Mr. J. Lyle,

(TELRoUNE Papen

a Stratford
saw the
plane complete two spiral
dives and come out of a
third. Then it “seemed to-
get off balance and dis-
appear into the side of a

rise in the ground.”

'lofs ktlled
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Two pll
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<rash-in farest

Two R.AAF. pilots weredlkilled”
yesterday when their’ Mosqmto»

o2y

~plane “crashed in rugged timber-
country four mlles north of Stratford,.

1 1 sIand ’ The lane exploded when
n Gpp ed on -Mr. James

m. Wrecxage u‘aued for
400 yds.:- - r=h

"Both men.were statxon_ed

at the East Sale aerodrome.

Elgm -st., Sale and War-|
rant- Omccr G. L Wil-
son, ‘of Oakleigh.
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