
LEFT: The City of Bundaberg and 
district Spitfire which was funded by 
local residents' donations during 
World War II. BELOW: A City Queen 
festival and quest was held as part of 
the fund-raising activities. AT BOT-
TOM: The winner a_nd entrants can 
be seen dressed hi Air Force gear. 

Spitfire history is sought 
AVIATION enthusiast Mery McGrane needs more infor-

mation before he can close his boas on the history of 
Bundaberg's wartime purchase of a Spitfire. 

In 1941, with the ever-increasing threat of the German 
invaders to Great Britain, Bundaberg residents pooled 
their resources to purchase the Spitfire at a cost of 7000 
pounds. 

Prominent among their fund-raising efforts, was the 
crowning of a Bundaberg Queen and Country Queen con-
test, won by Susie Wilmington (Comans) and Majorie Clif-
ford. The women even held a football match made up entire-
ly of women which was a great novelty in 1941. 

Mr McGrane said the Spitfire, named The City of 
Bundaberg and District, saw service defending the United 
Kingdom; but came to grief somewhere over the Irish Sea 
and was never recovered. It is not known if the pilot sur-
vived the crash. 

Mr McGrane has been putting together a history on 
Bundaberg's wartime efforts, including an elaborate scroll 
of each major contributor to the cause. 

"1 was in the RAF myself , so I wasn't in Bundaberg when 
this all happened," he said. 

He is still puzzled by a few questions, including: How 

much did people pay to have their names recorded on 6.6-7  
scroll? Who was the draftsman of the exquisitely decorated 
honourRoll of the Spitfire Supporters? 

If you have information relating to the Spitfire or the 
donors' roll, please contact Mr McGrane on 521142. He has 
been conducting research since 1988. 

Once he has the answers, he will hand the scroll and the 
relating history to the Bundaberg anOistrictHistorical 
Museum for posterity. 

---- .11/10740E--6(5—  A/RAI/ frbitIL tr•/2.91 

7.:;i,:.: :a :.

i.;:r 'r :.-:,

LEFT : Tk* Cily of Snrnd*berg pad.= ;'u.'0,;,

district Spif,{ire w
localresidc*ts'
Yorld'ffar1I. BELAW:
f+stival arld qrresiwasl
tbe fuad-raisiag aeti;
T{}M: Th,e winuer snd

ir* seen dr?sseil i.o'4#ii
:j,a:::

gp**#3re hEs*€ry 3s s€salght
,AVIATIO}4 eathusiast, Vlerv-&{pGra:re needs msre infor-

maticn befcrre he cae elose his books on the histor,v of

Bunilaberg's'ria:"ii me purchase of a Spiifire.
In 1941, with tbe eser-iriereasiag thleat cf rhe Gernae

in'raders i.o Greai Bf;tai&, Sundaber$ residea"'s p*aied

their resiJurc€s ao purchase the Spirfire ai a ccsi of ?000

pounds.
Fr:orriinent araong ihair iunri-raising effcrts' tras the

crowning af a Ei:nCab etg Qlteen anrl Ccuntry- Qaeea cc*-

test, wofl:y Susie I#iimlng?on {Cornailsl and }iajor:ie C1if'

ford. ?he we,m-'n even heid ai+otbali mat'ch raade sp eniire-

ly +f v;on:.en lvhieh rvas a gteaT novelr-y ir: i94i '

Mr hfc*rane sai{i tiie Spiiflre' narneri The Ciiy of

Bu*daberg and Dis'r,r-ici,'saw service $efendiag the {Jnlied
Kingdor:r;-lrirt eame to g::ie{'sourewhere over: the lrish Sea

and was never recoa-ereri. Ii is not knorvn if the pilc'" sur-

vi.red the crash.
Mr McGrane has been pul t ing together  a h is tory on

Bundaberg's wartime efforls, including an elaboraie scroii
ofeach major cont ributor t c the cause.

"1 was in the RAF m-l'se1f , so I u"asn't in B*ndaberg when
this ali irappened," he said.

He is stlll puzzled by a fex' qr-iestioas, iaeltrd;'ng: liow

'AulDWk ilEal/ Pfttc ct'/z.%

sruch did pmple parl'ta have -r,lleir names reeorded on
scrcil? *-ha'*as the draftsman of ihe exquisitely deeori


