
VENTURA ONE OF THE FAMILY 
by David Wilson 

On 23 February, 1934, the. Lockheed Aircraft Corporation 
rolled out the first of a family of twin enginerl monoplanes which 
were to bring the company into the forefront of the United States 
aircraft industry. This was the Lockheed Model I() Electra, which 
was followed by the Model 12 Electra Junior, Model 14 Super 
Electra and Model 18 Lodestar. 

Where Lockheed developed the Super Electra into the 
sucessful I ludson series, its subsidiary, Vega Aircraft Corporation, 
modified the Lodestar in a similar manner. First flown on :II July 
1941, the Ventura, although larger and faster, never achieved the 
reputation of the Hudson, possibly because the type was initially 
misused. Daylight operations in Western Europe disclosed the 
types weakness. Sir Basil Embry, AOC 2 Croup, Second Tactical 
Air Force summed the aircraft up as "being slow, heavy, un- 

inoeuverable and lacking in good -defensive armament." 
"riowever,when transferred to the maritime reconnaissance role, 
the aircraft proved effective. 

The RAAF operated 17 Ventura Mk 1 (A59-1 to 9) and A.59-1I 
to -18 ), 3 Mk 2 (A59-19 and -20 ) and 55 CR 5 (A59-50 to -10.5 ) 
atrcra t. The firstese ease en( aircra were receiverrin Tf 
iay 1943, with the List delivery being made on 2 July 1944. The 

L4;ype -served with 4 and 11 -Communications Units and, opera-
tionally, with 13 Squadron. 

13 Squadron received its first Venturas (A59-51, -52 and -53 ) in 
July 1943. By the end of September, intensive night, local and 
cross country flights and training patrols were being undertaken. 

During November, two _aircraft suffered damage which 
resulted in their being issued to 3 Aircraft Depot, Amberley, for 
repair. A59-51, whilst taxying from a refuelling dump at Bun-
daberg, sank in a subterranean hole at the northern end of the 
airstrip on the 4th, whilst -54's brakes failed on the wet Archer-
' ' surface on the 29th, forcing it to overshoot into a revetment. 
-Irre -.first fatality occurred when A59-55 crashed on 7 

December, without survivors, near Canberra 1  
A detachment of the unit undertook anti-submarine patrols 

from Camden, NSW, without success, contending with had 
weather and damaging two aircraft in landing accidents. On 29 
December, A59-56 rolled off the Camden airstrip and hit a fence 
kw to the.  loss of brakes; A59-58 suffered a similar fate when it 

\--overshot the flare path whilst landing in a rain storm on 21 
January, 1944. 

Coifs Harbour was the home of another detachment from 13 
February 1944, before the squadron deployed to Cove, Northern 
Territory, after a period at Cooktown, North Queensland. "13" 
flight arrived at Cove on 26 August, 1944. 

Prior to the squadrons' arrival at Cove, it undertook its only 
strike in numbers against the enemy. On 10 August 1944, attack-
ed shipping and barges at Merauke. The opposition was'negligi-
ble, consisting of one light machine gun, which was no answer to 
the seven 500 pound and twenty eight 250 pound bombs which 
wry delivered. 
The squadron now settled into a routine of convey escorts and 

anti shipping patrols, which ranged in duration from four to over 
eight hours. These,  operations did not result in causalities in 
themselves, although accidents did occur. On 2 October, after 

ling off excess fuel and jettisoning its bombs,A59-75 crash 
lon,ed at Gove after its undercarriage failed to lower. Seventeen 
days later A59-83 ditched at sea after having the misfortune of los-
ing power in both engines. The aircraft sank in sixty seconds. 
I lowever, the uninjured crew reached Banks Island, from where 
a rescue launch affected their rescue. 

17 November 1944 marked the initiation of a more aggressive 
posture for the squadron, when alternate targets were visited if 

A Lockheed Ventura of No. 13 Squadron 

anti shipping patrols proved unproductive. On this day, A59-79, 
captained by S/Ldr Moore, with a crew consisting of F/0 Spencer, 
W.() 's Sharpe and Hirst and F/Sgt Kelly took off from Cove at 
2224Z for the Aroe Islands on an anti shipping search. In fairly 
good weather, with a visibility of 3 to 10 miles, the aircraft sought 
enerr-TVshipping, to no avaii7100-miles-frorrrAme bland, the air-
craft let down to between 200 and 300 feet, before flying along 
the north coast to Wamar Island. Turning up the east coast of that 
island, it strafed a sawmill area opposite Dobo, without observing 
results. From here, the Ventura turned on track fior Kaitanimbar, 
which was approached from the north west. The village was at-
tacked with three 500 pound and one 250 pound bombs each 
with an eleven second delay fuse, and strafed during the 
approach and retirement. The bomb bursts were photographed 
before the aircraft set course for Gove, where it landed at Q604Z. 

Another typical patrol occurred on 21 March 1945, when I 
A59-68 was tasked to search the track Waworada Bay, Cape Kessi 
and thence in a clockwise direction around the coast to Sape 
Strait and return to Truscott. Loaded with two 250 pound GP and 
one 100 pound demolition bomb load, the Ventura left Truscott 
at 0700. Completing track to the Bahahai Strait, the Ventura crew 
spotted a dark coloured enemy aircraft 2,000 yards astern and fly-
ing at 4000 feet, heading for the sun. 100 feet above the sea, the 
Ventura turned almost 180 degrees to port, to keep the enemy in 
sight. The latter closed the range, so the bomb load was dropped 
into Salek Bay and full military power for two minutes, then 
rated power for a minute, was applied, leaving the interceptor 
falling astern, before giving up the chase and heading toward the 
north west. The patrol continued on and altered track to the 
south east tip of Soemba Island, where the Melola airfield was 
photographed from low level before the aircraft landed at 
Truscott. 

Similar visits to targets at Cape Derehi, Elat Village, Moen, 
Wokan, Mackoor. Naigolei and Sereran, amongst others were 
made. These operations did not result in casualties, even though 
single engine flights from the target to base were not unknown, 
and some battle damage resulted. However, there were non 
operational casualties. On 27 January, 1945 A59-84 crashed at 
the southern end of Gould strip whilst landing at Batchelor, with 
no survivors. During a gunnery exercise on 28 January A59-56 
crashed into the sea 12 miles from Cove, the survivors being 
rescued by a 42 squadron Catalina. There was a two month break 
the next incident, when A59-60 crashed whilst the pilot was 
practising take off and landings at Cove on 23 March 1945, 
without injury to the crew. 

On 25 July 1945, after being quarantined for a period due to a 
squadron member contracting meningitis, the squadron disem-
barked at Moratai. From that area, it moved to Labuan where, 
after much hard work, a camp was established. Six aircraft 
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VENTURA - ONE OF THE FAMILY

by David Wilson

()n 2l l  Fcl lruary, l() .14, tht ' .  L<x'khctvl Airt ' raft  Corlxrr. t l i r ln
rol lr ,<l out t l rr .  f i rsl  o[,r f .rnri ly of twin t 'ngint 'r l  nronol l l . tnt 's wl 'r i t 'h
w('r(,  lo l l r ing thr '(  ()nt l) .rny into thc f i l r t ' f rr tnl r l f  l l r t 'Uni l t ' r l  5l .r t t 's
,r in r.r f t  in<lustry. Tlr is w.rs tht '  Lrx kht 'rr l  Mtxlt ' l  lO I lct ' l ra. whir ' l r
w . rs  fo l lowr r l  l r y  t l r t 'Mrxk ' l  l2  t l ( \ t r . t  l r , rn i r l r ,  M<x l t ' l  l 4  Sr r l x ' r
[ . l t x ' tn r  . rn r l  Mork ' l  l l l  L (x l ( ' s t . l r .

Wltcrt '  Lrx klt , t t l  <lt 'vt ' lolxxl thc Sulx'r f l t r ' l ra irr to l l r t '
srrccssful I  lur lsort st ' r i t 's,  i ts sul lsir l i . try, Vt 'g,a Airt ' raft  ( ior lxrr. t t ion,

r t r rx l i f i r r l  t l r c  L rxk 's ta r  i r r . t  s i r r t i l . r r  t l ) . lnn( t r .  F i rs l  f lown on . l l  l t r l y
l (141,  th t 'V t 'n lu r . t ,  a l though l . r rg t ' r . r r r r l  f . t s l t ' r ,  n t ' vc ra< 'h i t ' v t ' t l  t l t '
r ( ' l )u l . r t ion  o f  th r '  f  l r . r r l son ,  l x rss ib ly  l x ' t . tus t '  lhc  tyx 'w. rs  in i t i . r l l y
trr isustxl.  l .) .ryl ight () lx 'r . l t ion!i  in Wt'stt ' rn Eurtt l t t '  t l is<' lost 'r l  t l r t '
ly lx 's wt,aknt 'ss. Sir B.rsi l  [nr l l ry, A(X: 2 ( irou1l, St '<rrnrl  Tat ' t i tal
Air For<'t '  sunrnrr.r l  thc aircraft ul) .rs " lx ' ing slow, ht 'avy, un'

rn()r 'uv0r.r l lk '  anrl  lat 'king in grxrr l  dcft 'nsivt '  arnl. lm('nt."
Yrow('v('r,wlr0n tr.rnsft'rrt'rl lrt tht' nl.lritin't(' rt't'tlnn;lisstnt't' rrllt'.

llrt. .rir< r.tft llrrvr'<l t'ffe'trlivt'.
Tht. I IAAF o1x'ratt 'd l7 Vt 'ntura Mk I (Asq-l lo -9 an<l n59-l I

to - l l l  ) ,  3 Mk 2 (459-19.rn(l  -2O ) an<l 55 (;R 5 (459-50 lo - l0. ' t  )
. r r r ( r . r l l .  I11( ' l l rs l  ( r l  ln t 's(r  l ( ' ( ls( '  I ( 'n( l . l l I ( ' r r r l l  w(t r ( '  r ( ' ( ' ( r lv( ' ( l  ( )n

,  4.ry l()4.1, with tht '  last r l tr l ivcry lx ' ing nr.rr l t ' t tn 2 l tr ly ' l t )44. Tht '
lVf i .scrvtvl with 4 and l l  (-r intntunir i t t ions Units anrl ,  r4xv.t-

l ion.r l ly, with l l l  S<1uadron.
| .l Srru.xlron rtrt.ivtd its first Vt'nluras (Ali()-51, -52 .rnrl --5.1 ) in

fuly l()4t.  By t lr t ' t 'n<l rt f  St 'pl t 'nt lx 'r ,  intt 'nsivc night, kx' .r l  .rnrl
( ' r( ,ss ( '()untry f l ights an<l training l) . l tr() ls wt ' f t 'bt ' inB untk'r lakcn.

l)uring Novr.nrbor, lwo itirt'r.tfl suffr'n'<l <Lrntagt' whit'h
rt.sultt,<l in tht'ir lx'ing issut.rl t1 .l Ain-raft f)r'pol, r\mbt'rk.y, for
n'tr .r ir .  A5()-51, whilst taxying front a rt ' fut ' l l ing duntl l  at l lun'
dalx'rg, sank in a subtt.rrant..tn hrtlt' at lht' nollhcrn r'nrl o[ the
airstr ip on l l rc 4t lr ,  whi lst -54's brakt 's fai l t ' r l  on lhc wt' l  Art 'ht 'r-
'  j  surf. t t  c on lhr '  2()th, f l l r t ' in1i i l  lo ovt 'rstxxi intt t i t  r t 'vt ' tnx'nl.
-rre .{irst faiality occurred when A59'55 crashed on 7

December, without sufvivors, near Canberta r

A dctat 'hmcnt of thc uni l  undcrtrxrk anti-srr l lnr.tr int '  l t . t trols
inrr l  ( l ,r tnrl t 'n, NSW, with<lut st l(( ' ( 'ss, trrnten<ling with l l .r t l
wr.alht 'r  an<l <lantaging two airt ' r . t f t  in l .rnrl ing, . t tr i r l t 'nts. ()n 29

- l)tx't.ntlx'r, A.ir9-S(r rolletl off tht'Camrlen airstrill anrl lril .t {t'nt't'

, ltrr' lo tht, hrss tlf llr.rkt's; A59-5{l sufft'rcrl a sinril.rr falt' whcn it
vovr'ruhol tht '  f lart '  l l r th whilst lanrl ing in a rain slorm on 2l

l . lnunry, l()44.
(lolfs H.trllour w.ts tht' honrt' of anolht'r dcl.tt'hntt'nt fronr 

'l 
.l

Fcbrtr.rry I ()44, lx.fon' lht. srlu.tdron rlcglloytvl l<t (iovr', Northt'rn
Tt ' tr i tory, .r l tcr a l l r .r i rxl  at Crxrklown. Norlh ()t tet 'nslantl .  " l l"
f l ight .rrr ivt.d .rt  ( i rvt ' r tn 26 Augusl ,  1944.

Prirlr lrr llrt' stlu.rdrons' arriv.tl at (iovt., il un<lcrlrxrk ils only
strikc in nunrlx.rs .tg.rinsl 1fi1. 1.61.n1y. ()n 10 AuBusl t944,.tll.rt'k-
rtl shiplring antl hrrgt.s .rl Mr.raukt.. Tlrt. 14llrttsilion w.rs'nt'gligi-
bk., crlnsisting of onr. light m.rc:hinr. gtrn, which w.ls n() .lnsw('r l()

- l l r t '  st.vcn 500 lxrun<l and twr.nty cight 250 lxlurtr l  l rotnl ls whit 'h
\ yt'r(r dt.livt'rtxl-- 

Th,. s(lu.t(lr()n now scttlt'd inlo .r roulint. rtf rrlnvt'y tsr.orls antl
anti slril4ring p.rlrols, whit'h ran;it'rl in dur.ttiorr fr<tnr f<tur l(t ov{'r
oight lrotrrs. i l r t .st '  opcrations r l i r l  n()t  r(.sul l  in carrsu.t l l ics i t t
t l rcntsr ' lvcs, ahlrotrgh .r<'r ' idt.nts r l i r l  rxcur. ()n 2 ()t1olx'r ,  . t fk 'r
t ".rirrg ofi r.xrt'ss {trr.l .rnrl lcttisoning its lxrnrlls,A5ll-75 r'r.r5h
ion,ed at Cove after its undercarriage failed to lower. Seventeen
days larer A59-83 ditched at sea afteihaving the misfortune of los-

ing power in both engines. The aircraft iank in sixty seconds'
I  l rrwr.vt ' t ,  t l r t '  urr iniurt ' r l  1'p1'1v 11';11' lq1.1l B.rnks lsl . tnr l ,  fronr wltt ' rr '
. r  nr\(n(" l .runrlr .r f l t ' r ' t rr l  l l rr . i r  r t 'st 'ur '-

l7 November 1944 marked the inilialion of a more aggressive
posture ftlr the squadK)n, when alternate targets were visited if

Venlura of  No. l3

:['ri"[il:"'#'il,'ij"*;*" 200 a nd 300 fee t, r"r', i" ?i v i i g. o-r".u
the north coast lo Wamar lsland. Turning up the ea,st coast tlf that
island, it strafed a sawmill area opposite Dobo, wiqhout observinE,
resulti. From here, the Ventura turned on.track ffr Kaitanimbar,
which was approached from the north west' Thd village was at-
uff."a *iitr ittt"" 500 ;nund and one 250 pound bombs each
*ith an eleven second delay fuse, and stra{ed during .the
afproach and retiremenl. The bomb bursts wer6 nhologg-n1g
beiore the aircraft set course for Cove, where it-landed at Q6042'

Another typical patrol occurred on 2l March 1945, when-t
459-68 was iisked io search the track Waworada Bay, Cape Kessi
ancl thence in a clockwise direction around the coast to Sape
ttrait and return lo Truscott. Loaded with two 250 pound CP and
one l0O oound demolition bomb load, the Ventura left Truscott
at 0700. tompleting track to the Bahahai Strait, the Ventura crew
spotted a dark col<tured enemy aircraft 2,@0 yards astern and fly-
ing ar AO0O feet, heading for the sun. lO0 feet above the sea, the
Ventura lurned almost i60 degrees to port, to keep lhe enemy in
sight. The latler closed the rang-e, so the bomb load was drollllerl
inrl Satek Bay and full military powel fgr two minutes, then'
raled power for a-minule, was applied, lea.ving the interceptrlr
fitling'aste.n, before giving up the chase and heading toward the
norlh'west. fhe patibl continued on and allered track t( ' lhe
yrurh east tip of ioemba lsland, where the Melola airfield was
ptrorograptted from low level before the aircraft landed at
Truscotl.

Similar visils to targets at Cape Derehi, [lat Village, Moen.
Wokan, Mackoor. Niigolei and Sereran, amongst rlthers. were
rnade. These operationi did not result in casualties, even th()ugh
single engine fiights from the targel to base wer('not unknown'
ani somo battl6 damage resulted. However, there Oere nrln
oDerarional casualties. 6n 27 lanuary, 1945 A59'84 crashed at
tlie southern end of Gould strip whilsi landing at Batchelor, with
no survivors. During a Sunnery exercise on 28 lanuary 459-'56
crashed into the sei tZ miles {rom Gove, the surviv<lrs being
rescued by a 42 squadrrln Catalina' There was a two month break
lhe next inci<teni, when A59-60 crashed whilst the pilot w'ts
practising, take off anrl landings at Cove on 23 March l1X5,
wilhoul iniury to lhe crew.

()n 25 l i ly j945, after being quarantined f<rr a period du.e to a
squadron rnember contracting meningitis, the squaclron disem-
birked at Mttratai. From that area, it m<lved t() Labuan where;
aftt,r much harcl work, a camp was established. Six aircraft

ZliqZti, the Aroe lslands on an anti shipping search' In fairly

fli-a *"art"r, with a visibility of 3 to '10 rniles, the aircraft-sought
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1986 ANNUAL BALL - RAFFLE PRIZES 
1st Prize Ticket No. 666 D. Maclean 

(Double Bay) 
2nd " 9 W. Coghlan 
3rd 820 N. Bond 
4th " 846 T. Bond 
5th " 478 B. McEwan 
6th " 428 E. Anderson 
7th" 128 Lee Smith 
8th " 38 W. Fielder-Gill 
9th 41 Y. Greethead 

10th 	" 228 G. Simpson 

arrived the day before V) day, and were involved in leaflet raids' 
and transport duties. A59-99 was burnt out on 6 September, 
when a tyre burst on take off, luckily without injury to passengers 

-rew. The aircraft was supplementing the Dakota service bet- 
Borneo and Moratai. Venturas, in the transport role, 

ranged from Singapore to Tokoyo. 
The experience of one 13 

squadron navigator is of special in-
terest. Involved in routine anti sub-
marine and convoy duties, he was a 
crew member of A59-56 which had 
problems at Camden, as well as tak-
ing part in the Merauke raid. In total, 
he flew just over 220 operational 
hours in the Ventura. E.G. Whitlam, 
some thirty years later, became 
Prime Minister of Australia. 

F/0 E.G. Whitlam 

TECHNICAL DETAILS VENTURA GR5 

Powerplant 	2 2000hp Pratt and Whitney radials 
Dimensions 	Span 65 ft 6 ins 

Length 51 ft 9 ins 
Height 13 ft 2 ins 

_eights 	Empty 20,197 pounds 
Loaded 31,077 pounds 

Performance Max speed 312 mph at 13,800 ft 
Cruising speed 164 mph 
Service ceiling 26,300 ft 
Range 1,660 miles 

Armament 

	

	2 x 0.50 MG fixed in nose, 2 x 0.50 MG in dorsal 
turret. 
2 x 0.303 mg in ventral position 
6 x 500 pound bombs or 6 x 325 pound depth 
charges. 

I PENSION 
r.  INFORMATION 

PENSION RIGHTS? 

When one or two veterans are gathered together there is talk of 
Pension rights and, unless one of the group is knowledgeable 
confusion can arise. Mates talk about another bloke they know 
who got this and that, and minds start to turn over with thoughts 
of what each could be missing out on. Unfortunately this only 

)motes greed whereas the aim of Repatriation is to help those 
m need. 

Admittedly those whose lives have been impaired by 
disabilities arising from their war service have every right to com-
pensation, not only for how it affects their health but also their 
lifer' and if these veterans have not already applied for and 
reck. ,c1 their due reward they should not hesitate to take such 
action now. Your honorary pensions & welfare representatives 
will be only too pleased to hear from you and guide you on your 
way to achieve your benefits. 

There are many others who believe that they have a right to be 
considered for benefits and it is possible that, they are correct. 
This can best be ascertained by a visit to our office and a chat  

one of your representatives. 
What we do not appreciate is having to give time to a veteran 

who had nothing wrong with his health during his entire war ser-
vice but wants to have a go on the offchance that he might get 
something. To these we say - if you have now developed an ail-
ment and you chose to believe that your war service was the 
cause, ask yourself the question, "Just why do I believe that it is 
due to my war service"? If you cannot think of an acceptable 
reason, you can forget it. You do not have to prove anything but 
you must be able to convince the Department that your medical 
problem is linked to your war service. Again we say if in doubt 
talk to one of us and be prepared to accept our advice. 

IMPORTANT TO WIDOWS OF 
VETERANS 

We have always been aware that, on the death of a veteran 
who was in receipt of the Special Rate of Repatriation Pension, 
the Department of Veterans' Affairs AUTOMATICALLY acted to 
provide the War Widows Pension to the surviving widow. 

We also believed (erroneously) that on the death of a veteran 
who was in receipt of a disability pension, irrespective of the rate, 
and on receipt of a death certificate by the Department indicating 
that the veteran's death was due to the Accepted Disability, the 
Department would institute the necessary action which could 
lead to a grant of the War Widow's Pension to the surviving 
widow. 

We recently found a case where a veteran on-a pension for an 
accepted disability, died of that disability, and nd action was 
taken by any party until we became aware of the circumstance 
some six months later. On submission to the Department her 
claim was successful. 

The matter was brought to the attention of the Department 
who informed us that it is Commission policy not to actively in-
vite claims from veterans or their dependants. They insist on a 
formal claim being lodged. 

It is therefore probable that a number of veterans could have 
passed away in similar circumstances and to this end we invite 
those widows to get in touch with our Office and provide us with 
details for investigation. 

The criteria is as follows: 
(I) The deceased veteran MUST have been on a pension for a 

disability accepted by the Department of Veterans' Affairs 
as due to his war service, and 

(2) the cause of his death MUST directly be/related to that 
Accepted Disability. 

Should we find that the submission of a claim is justified the 
necessary forms for lodgement of a formal claim will be provided 
by this Office. 

Relevant widows are requested NOT to contact the Depart-
ment of Veterans' Affairs until such time as your representatives 
have had the opportunity to investigate their circumstances. Such 
action can only cause confusion and further disrupt an already 
overloaded system. 
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squadron navigator is of special . in-
terest. Involved in routine anti  sub-
mar ine  and convoy  du t ies ,  he  was a
crew member of A59-56 which had
Drob lems a t  Camden,  as  we l l  as  tak-
ing  par t  in  the  Merauke ra id .  In  to ta l ,
he f lew just over 220 operational
hours  in  the  Ventura .  E .C.  Whi t lam,
some thirty years later, became
Pr ime Min is te r  o f  Aus t ra l ia .

/ '
arrived the day before VJ day, and were involved in leaflet raids
and lransport duties. ,{59-99 was burnt out on 6 September,
when a tyre burst on take off, luckily without iniury to passengers'rew. The aircraft was supplementing the Dakirta service'bet-
v,*en Borneo and Moratai.  Venturas, in the transport role,
ranged from Singarrore to Tokovo.

one of your repreentaiives.
What we do not appreciate is having to give t ime to a veteran

who had nothing wrong with his health during his entire war ser-
vrce bul wants to have a go on the offchance that he might get
something. To these we say.- if you have now devetopealn iit-
menl and you chose to bel ieve that your war service was the
cause, ask yourself the question, "Just why do I bel ieve that i t  is
due to my war service"? l f  you cannot think of an acceplable
reason, you ca.n forget it. You do not have to prove anythiirg but
you. must be able to convince the Departmeni that your me"dical
problem is l inked to.your war service. Again we say i f  in doubt
lalk to one of us and be prepared to accept our advice.

IMPORTANT TO WIDOWS OF
VETERANS

We have always been aware that, on the death of a veteran
[ i"^y:: i1l"c€ipt.of.rhe Spqq,fl Rare of Repatriation pension,
rne ueparrment ot Veterans, Affairs AUTOMATICALLy acted toprovide the War Widows pension to the surviving widow.

We also believed (errone.ously) that on the dealth of a veteran
:l^yr:'l l"ceipt of a disability pension, irrespecrive of rhe rare,
lnq 9,n recerpr ol a dealh certif icate by the Department indicatinsrnar rne vereran's death was due to the Accepted Disabil ity, thEDepartment would insritute the necessury i-. iLn which could

fi l: 
a Brant of rhe War wiaoJi-Fe,iri-olr 'to rle surviving

We recently.found a case-where a vereran on.a pgnsion for anaccepred disabil ity, died of rhat disabil iry, and rid ,. i i ."-*riraKen by any party untir we became aware of the circumstanie

:ijlH;:,H*:,1;i:' on submission ro the D;?;il;;ih;;

...JF_11Fr,was.,bro.ught_to the attention of the Departmentwno Intormed us that it is Commission policy not to ait ivelv in-vite claims from vererans.or rheir A"puirainis.-i ir;; i ;; i l ' ; ; ' ;
formal claim being lodg,ed.

It is,therefore probable that a number of veterans courd havep€sseo away In similar circumstances and to this end we invite
l9li.1id".*t ro.Ber.in touch with our Office and provide us withoeralts tor Investagation.

The criteria is as follows:
(l) The deceased veteran MUST have been on a pension for adisabil ity accepted by the Department of Veferans, Affairs

as oue to hrs war service, and
(2) the cause of his death MUST directly belrelated to that

Accepted Disdbil ity.
Should we find that thb submjssion of a claim is justif ied thenecessary forms for lodgement of a formal claim will 6;;;;j;;by this Office
Relevant widows are requested NOT to contact the Depart-ment.of Veterans' Affairs until such time ,, youi ,"pr"sentatives

have had the opportunity to_ investigate ttreir l ircJmstances. Suchacuon can .onty cause confusion and further disrupt an alreadyoverloaded system.

eo*"rptunt
Dimensions

-tights

F/O E.G. Whit lam

TECHNICAT DETAII-S VENTURA GRs
2 2000hp Pratt and Whitney radials
Span 65 ft 6 ins
Length 51 ft 9 ins
Height  t3  f t  2  ins
Empty 20, 197 pounds
Loaded 31 ,077 pounds

Performance Max speed 3'12 mph at l3,B0O ft
Cruising speed 164 mph
Service ceil ing 26,300 ft
Range 1,660 mi les

Armament 2 x 0.50 MC fixed in nose, 2 x 0.50 MG in dorsal
tu rret.
2 x 0.303 mg in ventral position
6 x 500 pound bombs or 6 x 325 pound depth' charges.

PENSION

PENSION RIGHTS?
When one or two veterans are gathered together there is talk of

Pension rights and, unless one of the group is knowledgeable
confusion can arise. Maies talk about another bloke they know
wtro got this.and that, and minds start to turn over with thoughts
of what each could be missing out on. Unfortunately this only

)motes greed whereas the aim of Repatriation is to help those
m need.
. Admittedly those whose lives have been impaired by

disabil it ies arising from their war service have every right to com-
pensation, not only for how it affects their health but also their
l i fes' 'o and if these veterans have not already applied for and
r€cr. :d their due reward they should not hesitate to take such
action now. Your honorary pensions & welfare representatives
will be only too pleased to hear from you and guide you on your
way to achieve your benefits.

There are many others who believe that they have a right to be
considered for benefits and it is possible that, they are correct.
This can best be ascertained by J visit to our office and a chat

;,, l,lll,H,g n M s,Lf ,g, N,, r

1986 ANNUAL BALL -  RAFFLE PRIZES
lst Prize Ticket No. 666 D. Maclean

2nct" " e {fl:'::,';frY'
3rd " " B2O N. B.nd
4th " " a(r T. Bond
5rh " " 478 B. McEwan
6th " " 428 E" Anclerson
7th " " 128 Lee Smirh
Bth " " 3U W. Fielder-Cil l
9th " " 4l y. Crecrhea4

l0lh " " 22tl  C. Sim's'n

Wlngs - Summer. 1986 1 3


