
28 KILLED IN 
NEW BRITAIN 
PLANE CRASH 
E IGHTEEN Australians were among 28 people 

killed when a Douglas courier plane crashed 
between Jacquinot Bay (New Britain) and 
Rabaul on Thursday. 
One victim was an Austra-

lian nurse and another an 
R.A.A.F. stowaway. 

The plane crashed into a 
7000ft. mountain top soon after 
it took off from Jacquinot 
Bay. It is presumed that the 
disaster was caused by bad 
weather. The plane was last 
heard of 14 minutes after it 
had left Jacquinot Bay. 

It was then discovered at 
the base that a stowaway was 
aboard. An R.A.A.F. man, he 
actually spoke to a friend over 
the radio telephone. 

The victims included six 
Australian officers and two 
other ranks, one army or 

!R.A.A.F. nurse, four R.A.A.F. 
passengers, an R.A.A.F. crew 
of four, and one R.A.A.F. 
stowaway. 

Air Search 
The remaining 10 were lib-

erated Indian prisoners of war 
from Wewak who were being 
flown to Rabaul to join a ship 
to go home. They included one 
officer. 

The Douglas took off on the 
50-minute run to Rabaul at 9 
a.m. When it became overdue 
an air search was organised 
and crash boats scoured the 
sea. 

The wreckage was spotted 
by a Douglas plane at 3 p.m., 
Friday, about 100ft. from the 
mountain crest in the Wide 
Bay area. This is about half-
way to Rabaul. 

A party of natives led by an 
Angau officer has left Jac-
quinot Bay for the wrecked 
plane. It will be nearly two 
days before this party will be 
heard from as the wreckage 
lies in precipitous country. 

Planes over the area have 
seen no sign of life. Wreckage 
is strewn over such a large  

area that no hope is held out 
of finding anyone alive. 

R.A.A.F. personnel known to 
have been aboard the plane in-
cluded F./Lt. R. A. Hanrahan, 
of Moore Park, married, cap-
tain of the plane; F./Lt. G. P. 
Lobwein, 	of Hurstville, 
married, co-pilot; F./Sgt. D. A. 
Banderlin, of Singleton, single, 
wireless operator; Sister V. B. 
Shealy, of Narrandera, single; 
Cpl. H. Cushing, of Brighton 
Beach, Vic., married; L.A.C. 
M. J. Mills, of Kingsford, 
N.S.W., single. 

Other Australians believed 
to be aboard are seven Army 
men, three R.A.A.F., and two 
members of the Navy. 
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I t  was  then d iseoverec l  a t  lBeac l i ,  V ic ' ,  mar r ied ;  L 'A 'C '  I



-

MISSING PLANE MISSING 
UNSIGH TED.  

No trace has beeniftund of the 
Douglas transport plane which 
was; carrying 17 A.I.F. medical 
evacuees, a R.A.A.F. nurse, 
and .eight R.A.A.F. 	personnel, 
from Biak to Merauke; in Dutch 

New Guinea.  
The plane has been missing since 

Tuesday, and the search, Which had 
been intensified in the last 48 hours, 
involved hundreds of aircraft. 

Members of crew were: W./0. A. J. 
Hunter, pilot, of Lambton. Newcastle: 
W./O. A. C. Hughes, second pilot, of 
Mount GraVett, Brisbane: W./O, Air 
Gunner E. Wilkinson, of Ipswich, 
Queensland; F./Sgt. K. R. Wiles, wire-
less operator, of Footseray, Victoria; 
F./Sgt. A. G. Sawery, of Concord, 
Sydney. 

R.A.A.F. passengers were: F./0. Noel 
Stibbard, of Wollongong; W./O. A. 
Campbell, of Manly; L.A.C. W. R. 
Durierdale,, of Oxley, Queensland. 

NO P.O.W.c ON PLANE 
The Department of Air announced 

last night that there were no prisoner8 
of war on the plane. Of the A.I.F., 
all of whom Were being evacuated to 
the mainland, four were ,Stretcher 
cases, and 13 were able to walk with 
the aid of .a stick. 

The plane was travelling between 
Biak and Merauke on what is known 
as the "goose run." " This is not the 
usual route, but is sometimes taken 
by aircraft in good weather. 

A plane which travelled the same 
route at approximately the same time 
reported no unusual weather circum-
stances. There were two experienced 
wireless operators in the crew. Only 
one signal was received from the air-
craft, soon after it had left flak. 

An extensive search Was made by 
special aircraft sent, on a search mis-
sion, Other aircraft were diverted 
from other routes to and from Aus-
tralia In the hope that the lost plane 
might be sighted. Special planes have 
now been withdrawn, but the policy 
of diverting other transport planes 
over the "goose run" route will con-
tinue for some time. 

Wide . Search 
For Air-40 

Force Plan 
An intensive land and 

air search is being made 
for a missing R.A.A.F. 
Dakota transport plane. 
The plan4, has been missing 

between Biak Island and Me-
rauke (Dutch New Guinea) 
since last Tuesday. 

It was carrying eight R.A.A.F, per-
sonnel, an R.Ai.A.F, nurse, and 18 &LE 
'men. 

The missing:Army personnel are not 
liberated prisoners of war, but sick men 
from Army hospitals in Borneo and 
Moratai. 

Nanies of the missing persons will not 
be released until acknowledgment of 
notification' has been received from all 
the next-of-kin. 

The names will probably be released 
this afternoon. 

An R.A.A.F. spokesman said last 
night in Sydney that one of the most 
intensive searches of the war was 
being made for the missing plane. 
Hie area in wn.cn int p“,ile la oe-

lieved to have been forced down is one 
of the most inhospitable in New Guinea, 
including "Shangri-La Valley," in the 
Dutch New Guinea mountains. 

A party of American airmen and a 
nurse spent weeks id "Shangri-La Val-
ley" among head-hunting tribes until 
they were brought out in a daring 
lider rescue 

Already hundreds of R.A.A.F. planes 
have flown thousands of miles in the 
search for the Dakota. 

L., mysterious teamre of the plane's 
disappearance is that, no wireless dis-
'ress signal has been picked up, al-
though it is believed two experienced 
Lwireless operators were aboard. 
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1 ,04Official List 
1 MELBOURNE, Monday.--The De-
5aartment of. Air td-day announced 
the names of all the occupants 'nfithe 
It.A.A.F, tratisportqilkne which has 
been missing ,over.‘,14Itch New Guinea 
since last Tuesday. 

The funnes , are;--v • , 	, 
Members of the crew.--W./O. A. J. 

Huriter, of Carnegie, Vie., captain: 

, 

1W./0 A. C. . Hughes, , of Warialcia, 
N,S.W., second pilot; W.,/0, E. Wilkin-

1  
son,' of
eunner;, 

 Silk<lt one, (31d., wireless air- 
F./13:t. I. It Wiles, of North 

N.S.W.. fitter. 

.1 'Footscray, Vic.. wireless sir-gunner; 
F,/Sgt.'A. G. Sawrey, of,Cohcord, 

Other R.A.A.F. personnel.—Sister M, 
E. Praia, of Drurnmoyne, N.S.W.:' 
Sgt; . P. • L. , H. Blackinore; 'of., Henley 
Beach. S.A.; F./0. N..R, Stibbard, of 
Wolionebng, N.S.W.; W.%O. A. Camp.: 
bell, of Manning River, N.S.W.; L.A.0 
W. R. Dunderdele, of Oxley,' Qld. 

Sick and wounded Army' men wh 
,ere.being evacuated in the, plane are, 

:SX25862, Pte. L. A..Coombe; QX28187 

NX108177;  , Pte,.K. J. Bowden 
X92958; Me:D. . Smith; NXI26131 
te, J. I. Tindall; NX218663, Spr. J 
atthews; NX31956, Cpl.. C. 3. Welch 

Itpr. 0, P. Duffy; QX54564, • Pie,. J 
McAldrum; NX114117, Tpr. F. "'J 
Ireland; NX78164, Pte, M. J. Ford, 
NX203687, Pte. I. P, Ray:. NX20463 
Spr. J. F. McDougall; QX26044, Pie 
I. S, McDowell; QX60848, Pte. T. Jor-
gensen; QX60160, Tor. R. L. Matine-
son; NX88340, Sgt. A. J, Hyde; 
NX16004. Pte L T  Oakley 
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LIST OF R.A.A.F., A.I.F. 
ON MISSING PLANE 

MELBOURNE, Monday.—The list of 10 R.A.A.F. 
and 17 A.I.F personnel on the Douglas transport 
plane missing in New Guinea since September 18 
was released by the Department of Air tonight. 

ran atilS 	 Spr, J. 
McALDRUI4, QX54564, Pte. J. MCDOUGALL, NX20463, Spr. J. F. 
MCDOWELL, QX28044, Pte. I. S. 
OAKLEY, NX18004, Pte. L. T, 
RAY, NX203887, Pte. I. P, 
SMITH, NX92958, Pte. D. W. 
TINDALE, NE128131, Pte. J. I. 
WELCH, NX311:156, Cpl. C. J. 

No news has been heard of the plane 
since it left Biak, off the east coast of 
Dutch New Guinea, for Merauke, on 
the south-west coast of Dutch New 
Guinea, on September 18. 

The A.T.P. patientS from Borneo were 
being flown from Morotai to hospitals 
in Australia, and were being cared for 
by an R.A.A.F. air evacuation sister 
and an R.A.A.F. medical orderly. 

Besides the crew of five, the Doug-
las was also carrying three R.A.A.F. 
passengers, who joined the aircraft at 
Biak. 

Aircraft from Northern Australia )  
and New Guinea have maintained a 
continuous search since the Douglas 
was first reported missing, but no clue 
to its fate has been found. 

HUGHES, W./O. A. C., of Warialda, N.S.W., 
second pilot. 

HUNTER, W./O. A. J.. of Carnegie, Vic., cap-
tain. 

SAWREY, Flt./Sgt. A. G., of CCncord, N.S.W., 
Atter. 

WILKINSON, W./O. E., of Slikstone, Qld,. 
wireless air gunner. 

WILES, Flt./Sgt. K. R., of North Footway, 
Vie., wireless air gunner. 
Other R.A.A.F. personnel:— 

BLACKMORE, Sgt. F. L. H., of Henley Beach, S.A. 
CAMPBELL, W./O. A., of Manning River, 
CRAIG, Sister M. E.. of Drummoyne. 

N.S.W. 
DUNDERDALE, L.A.C. W. R., of Oxley, Cen-

tral Qld. 
STIB13ARD, F./O. N. R.. of Wollongong, 

N.S.W. 
Army Personnel:- 

30WDEN, NXI08177, Pte. K. J .  
COOMBE, SX25862, Pte. L. A. 
DIJFFy, QX28187, Tpr, G. p 
FORD NX78184,  Pte. M. J. 

The aircraft was carrying 
sick and wounded men ,from 
Borneo to hospitals in Australia. 

No ex-prisoners of war were on the 
plane. 

Members of crew; 

MISSING PLANE 
UNSIGH ED.  

No trace has beereftnind of the 
Douglas transport plane which 
was:carrying 17 A.I.F. medical 
evacuees, a R.A.A.F. nurse, 
and :eight R.A.A.F. personnel. 
from Biak to Merauke; In Dutch 

New Guinea. 
The plane has been missing since 

Tuesday, and the search, which had 
been intensified in the last 48 hours, 
Involved hundreds of aircraft. 

Members of crew were: W,/0. A, J. 
Hunter, pilot, of Lambton. Newcastle; 
W./O. A. C. Hughes, second pilot, of 
Mount Gravatt, Brisbane; W./O, Air 
Gunner E. Wilkinson, of Ipswich, 
Queensland; F./Sgt. K. R. Wiles, wire-
less operator, of Footscray, Victoria; 
F./Sgt. A. G, Sawery, of Concord. 
Sydney. 

R.A.A.F. passengers were: F./0. Noel 
Stibbard, of Wollongong; W./0. A. 
Campbell, of Manly; L.A.C. W. R. 
Durierdale,, of Oxley, Queensland. 

NO P.O.W.s ON PLANE 
The Department of Air announced! 

last night that there were no prisoners 
of war on the plane. Of the Al.?.,. 
all of whom Were being evacuated t01 
the mainland, four were Stretcher,  
cases, and 13 were able to Walk with 
the aid of .a stick. 

The plane was travelling between 
Bia.k and Merauke on what is known 
as the "goose run." ' This is not the 
usual route, but is sometimes taken 
by aircraft In good weather. 

A plane which travelled the seine 
route at approximately the same time 
reported no unusual weather circum-
stances. There were two experienced 
wireless operators in the crew. Only 
one signal was received from the air-
craft, soon after it had left Dick, 

An extensive search was made by 
special aircraft sent oil a search mis-
sion, .Other aircraft were diverted 
from other routes to and from Aus-; 
tralia in the hope that the lost plane 
might be sighted. Special planes have 
now been withdrawn, but the policy 
of diverting other transport planes 
over the "goose run" route will con-
tinue for some time. 

Wide Search 
For Air-40 

Force Plan 
An intensive land and 

air search is being made 
for a missing R.A.A.F. 

' Dakota transport plane. 
The plane„ has been missing 

between Biak Island and Me-
rauke (Dutch New Guinea) 
since last Tuesday. 

It was carrying eight R.A.A.F. per-
sonnel, an R.A,A.F, nurse, and 18 
men. 

The missing :Army personnel are not 
liberated prisoners of war, but sick men 
from Army hospitals in Borneo and 
Moratai. 

Names of the missing persons will not 
be released until acknowledgment of 
no'ification' has been received from all 
the next-of-kin. 

The names will probably be released 
this afternoon 

An R.A.A.F. spokesman said last 
night in Sydney that one of the most 
intensive searches of the war was 
being made for the missing plane. 

. Inc area in wri.cn Lrit 	 to oe- 
lieved to have been forced down is one 
of the most inhospitable in New Guinea, 
including "Shangri-La Valley," in the 
Dutch New Guinea mountains. 

A party of American airmen and a 
nurse spent weeks in "Shangri-La Val-
ley" among head-hunting tribes until 
tney were brought out in a daring 
lider rescue 

Already hundreds of R.A.A.F. planes 
have flown thousands of miles in the 
search for the Dakota. 
6 mysterious teamre of the plane's 

disappearance is that no wireless dis-
'ress signal has been picked up, al-
though it is believed two experienced 
[wireless operators were aboard. , 
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) MELBOURNE, Monday.--The De-
Partment of Air tti-day announced 
the names of all the occupants 'of. the 
ttt.A:A.F,,  transport-plane which has 
been missing Itiver, ,Diatch New Guinea 
since last Tuesdar. 

The names 'are:--s' . 	. 
Members of the crew.—W./b, A. J.  

1Hunter. of Carnogle, Vic.; captain: 
'W./O. A. C. Hughes, of Wariaida. 
N.S.W., second pilot; W,,/O. E. Wilkin-
son.: of Silketone, old.. ‘Iiircless air-
2anner;' l',/..s:.-,t. K. n. Wiles, of North 
Eootscray, Vic.. wireless eirgtinner; 
F./Sgt. A. G. Sawrcy. of. Concord,
N.S.W.. fitter.  

Other R.A.A.F. personhel.—Sister M, 
E. Craig. of Drummoyne, • N.S,W.f 
Sat. . 2'. L. H. B 	rn lackore; 'of', Henley 
'Beach, S.A.; F',/0. N. ft. Stibbard, 61 
Wollotrbng, N.S.W.' Vi/./0. A. camp 
bell, of Manning River, N.S.W.; L.A,C! 
W. R. Dunderciale, of Oxley, Qld. 	! 

re.being evacuated in the plane are 
Sick and wounded Army men Wi l 

T 
NX108177, Pte..X. J. Bowden 

X92958, Pte. D. W. Smith; NX1261311 
te, J. I. Tindall; NX218663, Spr. 
atthews; NX31956, Cpl, C. 3. Welch 

5X25862, Pte. L. A. Coombe: QX28181I 
Tpr. G. P. Duffy; QX54564, Pte,- J; 
McAldrurn: NX114117, Tpr. 'F.' .J 
Ireland; NX78164, Pte, M. J. Ford 
NX203687, Pte. I. P. Ray:NX20463; 
Spr. J. F. McDougall: QX26044, Ptei  
I. S. McDowell; QX60848, Pte. T. Jor- 
gensen: 0)00160. Tin. R. L. Mathie-' 
son; NX88340. Sgt. A. J. Hydel 
NX16004. Pte. L. T. Oakley 
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LIST OF R.A.A.F A.I.F. 
ON MISSING PLANE 

MELBOURNE, Monday.—The list of 10 R.A.A.F. 
and 17 A.I.F personnel on the Douglas transport 
plane missing in New Guinea since September 18 
was released by the Department of Air tonight. 
The aircraft was carrying 

sick and wounded men •from 
Borneo to hospitals in Australia. 

No ex-prisoners of war were on the 
plane. 

Members of crew: 
HUGHES, W./O. A. C., of Warialda, N.S.W., 

second pilot. 
HUNTER, W./O. A, J., of Carnegie, Vic., cap-

tain. 
SAWREY, Flt./Sgt. A. G., of Concord. N.S.W., 

fitter. 
WILKINSON, W./O. E., of Bilkstone, Qid,. 

wireless air gunner, 
WILES, Plt./Sgt. K. R., of North Pootscray, 

Vic., wireless air gunner. 
Other R.A.A.F. personnel:— 

BLACKMORE, Sgt. P. L. H., of Henley Beach, 
S.A. 

CAMPBELL, W./O. A.. of Manning River, 
CRAIG, Sister M. E., of Drummoyne. 

N.S.W. 
DUNDERDALE, L.A.C. W. R., of Oxley. Cen- 

tral Qid. 
STIBBARD, P./0. N. R.. of 

N.S.W. 
Army Personnel:- 

730WDEN, NXI08177, Pte. K. .1 
COOMBE. $X25862, Pte. L. A. 
DUFFY, QX28187, Tpr. G. P.  
FORD, NX78184, Pte. M. J. 

MATHEWS, NX218683. Spr, J. 
McALDRUM, QX54584, Pte. J. 
McDOUGALL, NX20463, Spr. J. F. 
McDOWELL, QX26044. Pte. I. S. 
OAKLEY, NX18004, Pte. L, T. 
RAY, NX203687, Pte, I. P. 
SMITH, NX92958, Pte. D. W. 
TINDALE, NX128131, Pte. J. I. 
WELCH, NX31958, Cpl. C. J. 

No news has been heard of the plane 
since it left Biak, off the east coast of 
Dutch New Guinea, for Merauke, on 
the south-west coast of Dutch New 
Guinea, on September 18. 

The ATP. 'patients from Borneo were 
being flown from Morotai to hospitals 
in Australia, and were being cared for 
by an R.A.A.F. air evacuation sister 
and an R.A.A.F. medical orderly. 

Besides the crew of five, the Doug-
las was also carrying three R.A.A.F. 
passengers, who joined the aircraft at 
Biak. 

Aircraft from Northern Australia) 
and New Guinea have maintained a 
continuous search since the Douglas 
was first reported missing, but no clue 
to' its fate has been found. 

Wollongong, 

MISSING PTANE i
UNSIGHTED

rortt e*/f.
No t t 'ar :e hns bt 'dnt fdund of  thc

Douglas t ransport  Plane which

was ;  ca r r y i ng  1?  A . I ' F '  med l ca l

evabuees ,  a  R .A .A 'F .  nu rse '

and  e i gh t  R .A ,A .F .  Pe rsonno l ,

f rom Biak to 'Mct 'auke;  ln Dubch

New G t t i nea
T'he Pla ne has bcen misslng- s lnc ' '

tuesr ia i  And the sear( :h.  whlch had
ueen iririnstned ln t'hr le.sl 48 lroul's,

iti"il"eJ htrndfeds of hircraft.- 'Member . s  
o f  c rew  we re :  W: /O '  A '  J '

Hr inter .  p i lot .  of  LRmbLon. Newcast lc :
w. to.  h.  C.  Hushos.  second pi lot .  of
Mounl  Gravat t .  Br isbane: W./O. Alr
Cu.tncr  E.  Wl lk inson,  of  lpswlch,
Sueen.s lnnd:  F. /Sgt .  K.  R.  Wl los.  wire-
Gis-operirtor, of 

'Footscray, 
Victorin-:

F. iset .  A.  G. Sawery,  of  Concord'
Sydnly.-"n.n.A. f .  

pf ,ssengers werp:  F.rO. Noel
st , ibhatd-  of  wol iongong; W./O'  A.
c;mtfti i '  or Manli: LA'c' w' R'

in tndrdnl i .  of  Oxlov,  Queenslnnd.

I N0 P.o.tv.s oN PLAND
I  rhe  oepo l tment  o f  A l r  ennounced.
rla..st nlshl that there were no prlsonelsl

o f  * a i  o n  t h e  p l a n e .  o f  t l r e  A ' I F " I

a l l  o f  whom v 'e re  be lng  e l 'ecuatcc l  [?

fhe  
- -ma i r . r land ,  

fo l t r  werc  . \ t re tcher

eases .  Rnd 13  were  sb le  to  t ra lk  w i th

the  a ld  o f  .R  s l l ck .
The D lane was t lave l l ing  be twee l )

B iak  n t id  Me la t tke  on  what  l s  known

n s  t l r e ' ; g o o s e  r t t n . "  T l r i s  l s  n o t  t ' h c

usrrri l  roite, bttt ls s(Jntetl l) les taken

bv E i rc l ' l l fb  in  Sood went l re r '-  
A  n la r te  w l r l ch  l l  t rve l led  the  sa tne

ro t r [e -  l r t  u t ]p l 'ox l l l l n tc ly  the  sRlne  L l lne

repo lLed no  u l l t l ' s t la l  wonthc l '  c l rc t lm-

s[inces. 'fhcl 'e wet'e two eil)el ' ielrced

$,ireless ol)el 'atol 's in the crew. Only

or re  s is t t t i  wus  rece ivcc l  f t ' o l l l  the  e l t '

c ra f l . - !oo t r  r l le l '  i t  l tud  le t | ;  I l l r k .
Arr extensivo sctl l 'clt wtt,r l i l t tdc by

s D e c i t t l  n l l c l ' u [ [  s c l l l , 0 l l  u  s e { f c l l  l l l l s '

s i . - r t r .  Ot l te l  h l l c l r l l t  l t ' t : t ' e  ( t i vc l ' t { )d

t'onr otl ltt '  fotttes td &trd fl '() l l t Alls-

h 'R l io  ln  t , l re  l ro l rc  t l t lu l  l l i c  k ls ( ;  l r l t t t t t  I
m lgh t  bo  s lS l t t ( ' (1 .  S l t t l c ln l  l r l t r r t t ' s  l t : t ve  1
now bcen $ i th ( t l  ow l t ,  b t t t  t l r c  po l l r : y  I
of divclt, lng ot,lrel t l i l l l).9porI pllt l lcs I
over  the  "Boosu l l r t l "  ro t l to  w i l l  co l t - |

t l  nue fo-r'..s_ont9 !itf to.. _--.. .-.__."-..,-.--" .._l

ztq.(r

l[r!$T OF R,.A.A.F., A.l.F.
ON MISSING PLANE

6

:$:::J.t*::f *i*;'.y*:r"'fr l$n*iftFl*r"l;j'1::;;i'
Members or crew: l$U'**lciXl,lliltruri:t:l: 

I
tY"?l'f.u'rf"/:' o' 

"'' 
o' warrarda' r'sw',1 .No new,

##::]ii-l^,^",1,".j.r,1"r,:._.:*lijJif il,i,ktE?f..r,*li'l;il}Hi""tjl
ll,idi] i',ilr.-A. o., or cirncord, n.s.w.ltre. *"T;-S!;S*tri"66"riii"ii r.r"*
,lijf,ill?'x, I;6;,..' :'..::':"j". ",. l"-iil:l.1l.?{ren-t{ r.qq no,nuo *.,uWILES, Flt./acl. K. h_ of North Footserey, lFilg flown trom Morotal to hqspitals,

Jli;,'H:,lii..i,'.J":1;"":;._ 
-'-,'lh 

eir.t":r,,*, and w€re betns nqrp,r rnr

"3i3ft'"3*1J;"ruyt:i'; o"n,", "u".n,l!1.""i'ltl{+:t:"Y,"'tu?".tlfr,lf"$#ll'.'_.:":'"' eu".i'' 
I iilc ii.' fi .l.l'.ii Hlo fru"1.[?lto.lr. .t.*' 

;M A n n l n c  R l v c r  I  I3AftH."3h.*#.";..o;r Bt,,#*lli,il t*"''1,..""Sgr".^lF 
9i9*.or flve. rhe Doug_1

lygitll^*, L.A.c. lv. R., or ox,ey. "*-lili:9$T..31'$n3'iitl?fr 
trriee n-aa.F.l

.T:r:S:". F./o. N. n.. or wo'on;;.lfiiif'"-:'' 
wno Jotned the aircrcrt atl

Army personncr:_ 
_ 

l"*r.l*,lj ll":f Northern _ Ausrraltai

Wide Seorchi
For Airg'

Force Pts ffT'
I

An intensive lond ond I
oir seorch is being rnodo I

, for o missing R.A.A.F.
I Dokoto tronsport plone. i
I rn" planei, has been mksing
lbetween Biak Island and Me'
lrauke (Dutch New Guinea)
isince last Tuesday.
i It was carrylng elght R.A.A.F' -p,er-
i.sonnel, an Il,.AiA.F. nurse, and 18 A.I-f'.i
'men. I

fhe mlsslne. Armv rrersonnel are noti
llberat€d pris6ners ot war, but sick men
from Arrily hospltols in Borneo and
Moratai.

Nanres of the mi*slng persons wll] not
be released unt.il ocknowledgment of
notflcation: has bcen r€c€lved trom all
the n€xt-of-kin.

T?re names will probably be released
ihLs aftPrnoon.

An R.A.A.F. rpokesman calil last
night in Sydney thnt one of the most,
Interrsive searches of the war was i
belng made for the mlsslng plarle. I

. Ibc Areh ln ttn.Cn lnt pr4di rb be-
Itev€d to have been forced clown ls one
of the mrrst inhospltable ln New Guinea.
includlng "Shangri-La Valley." ln the
Dutch New Gulnea mountalns.

A party of Am€rican arrmen and ai
nllrse spent we€ks lrl "shangrl-La Vat-j
ley" among head-huntlng trtbes untili
tn€J, were brought out In a darlngl
l lder  rescue I

Already hunrlreils of II.A.A.F. planer i
have flown thousantls of miles ln the I
search lor the Dakota. I

h l r rys ler ious tea. l l re of  the nlane's I
disappea.rance ts that. no wlrele.ls dls- |
rres.s Aignal has been pleked up. el-I
thorrgh lt ls belleved two experiehced I
;r,freles.s operators were aboarci, *)

2q.7.0r

A6r €l

:OGM]FXNTS
]LOSTPTANE

lS :Ol.j
tNn I

i METEOURNE, Mouday.;Tl're De-
[artment of . Alt trj-day ennouheed
Ithe nemeg of  d l l  the oceupantr 'bf . . the
ilf.A:A.F,, transport.'!l[ne' whtcl] haf
ibeen mls8tris over."IJIricIt New Gulnea
js lnce last  Tucsdf l i .  : .  r
]  The f ia. r i ies 'nr€i*4, ' i  ; . ' i r '  r i  ,  .
j ['ternbers of the erc\r'.*W/O. A. J
lHt tDl ,0r .  of  Ca rr r rg le,  Vlr : . ,  eaDtain :
iw. /O. A.  C.  Hl tghe.s,  f ) f  Wei ln lda. .
lN.S. lV. .  second pl lot  :  W./O, E.  \ \ f t tk l r r -
,Aon. of  i  Sl lk \ tonc.  r i ld . .  q 'h 'e lnsl  n i l . -
leunner ' ;  F. . /Si : t . .  l i .  R.  Wi le,s,  of  North
lFootscroy.  Vic. .  s ' l rc less al r -s i lnner;
ir'./sBt,. A. c. -Qarvrey, of C6hcord,
]N .S . lV . .  n t t e r .
I  Othc.  R.A.A,F.  persorr i re l .*Sister  M.
iE.  o l 'a is.  o l  Drummo_yhc.  I  N.S.W.:
i.SRt. n, L. . I{. Btaclcrioi.e; 'of 

Heirlev
rBef,ch.  S.A. ;  F. /O. N.  R,  Si lbbarcl .  o l
lWo l l on tbng .  N .S .W, ;  W . iO .  A .  CdmDi
l_ l r€ l l .  of  Mannlng Rl \ icr ,  N.S.W.;  L.A. 'O
lW. R. Dunder.d; le,  of  Oxley,  e ld.
j  Slck nnd u 'ounded arrn.y rnen whd
iwe]:e_.betuR evacuebed In the plane arel
t -Nxr081??r,  pre.  K.  .1.  

'SowOi i i i

t {X92958. p$d;rr .  W. Smtth:  Nx12B13t;
F- te: .1.  L f tndal l :  NX218663, Spr.  J l
,VS!t_!._y*, NX,3t9s6, cpl. C. J. raidr'cdJ
Sx25B]i2, pte. L. A. Co<imbe; exegtCz]j -r-rrr j_ G. P. Duff.y: eXSlS6+.. pte,. . l :
IUcAldrum:  wXi l l t t? ,  fp r . , f .1  JJ
Ir_e-lan-d,; _NX?8164, Fte. tUl ;. f'ordi
NX203687, Pt,e. I .  p. nayi t tXZOleb,
!p!.  J. F. MeDousall :  QX26044. Fte
I.-s. Mcqo-y^e.ll;-_e*6084s, pte. r. Joi-qenseni._QX60160. .ll)r. R. I.,. Mailrte-l
sojr;  _-NX88349. Sg[. A.. '  J, f tyde;i
"ti{rc9!g,.-*-&;Ji__q-a-ll!gr.-._"'
f vbrt e r ry'a E/n/a /t944/.1>

2t'.4, tr.  . l

MELBOURNE, Mondoy.-The lisr of tO R.A.A.F.
oltd l7 .A.-l.F personnei on fhe Douglos rri"i i"*
plone missing- in _ New Guineo since S"pt.i l i iJg
wos releosed by rhe Deporrrhenr of Aii i;;6il.'

Il".rT:";3il"."X'."',i'11'Jfi I$:ffi-ttrHiiifi ,sii;l;rrneo ro hospltats in Austraua I {;Bl{rT!iii,Xl:,l,"1i. tri
sic k a n d wou n d e d'"m ""f 

'lt""lfi 
I M"f,8?#frr qiiiii' Fii -'1,

g,A.

3owDEN, Nx,0B1??, pre. K J lllf,,:,r""fi:"-11-fi:,-iffirtlf ffif;gdirooMRE, sx2so62, pre. L. A. lwas first repgitqq dsline,-ijitio cruei

idii:o$1tf'3ll'*l;" lto its rate has been rbufih'-"" "" -"i
qvnb r rvoot r6



AC 	g I 

Morningt o n 
rain' Who had flown 

a-RAAF Dakota.a-
le 
• • 	• • 	- 	• 

wee • ..,before....• 
crashed on a moon: 
tain in Irian in1945-. 

i last, night told'of the 
quiet -4J brai4rY' `of- 

= Sister" Ma'iie Craig.. 
sister Craig, of 

= Drummoyne, .. NSW; 
'Was ;Due of the.'28 

. = crash victims. 'She 
was a 'nurse ion` the. 
plane .  which',:? carried' 
Wounded AustrallanS 
from )31ak• to Towns-
vine - in World War 

= 	An American mission- 
= ary pilot, Mr J. Reader, 
= found the wreckage.'of ' 
= the. Dakota last week, 

ending' a 25-year :mys-
tery.f'-, . 

= 

	

	The 'plane disappear- 
ed while making' -a 
scheduled run to Aus 
trali4 -late in 1945.•'„ •• 

• Itte D. F. Wheeler, of, 
= Queen's.' St. Morning-

ton, was one .' of the 
= wounded on the'Vane's 
= second-last flight from 
= the, islands. 
= 	During his flight from 
= morotai, • the , Dakota 
= ,made three stops. 

Laughter.  all 
•	 

the time
,  

that's when we came, 
to know and appreciate 

= the 'devotion and .'kind-
. ness,of SiF,ter Cra,ig,;'. he 

	

said. 4,,  	 " ,  
crf':th 

were very • • sick^. with. 
wounds.: and diseaSes. 
She'nelpcd us bx laugh-
ing all the time.' 

On •ilts" way 'back it 
crashed and we heard 

= that-  Sister Craig 'was 
aboard., '- • 

— 

	

	was a,  great 	- 
shock." 

A . sister of -Marie. = Craig, Mrs IC. :A. 0)74- 
F.; 

	

	of Hunters . Hill, -a. Syd - 
'ney suburb' said' "If 

tt 'only we, had ,  found out 
sooner .— for mum's 
'Sake:" , 

= • Her mother died only 
= six months ago. 
= The only Victorian 
= victim listed in the 0, vic VIINITSICI the wrpckaffe of Dakota are Sq.-tdr. Peter Mahood, of Canberra,. a, 
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! Sislei Mirie. Craig;
= 

' 
Sis,iet.' cr:aig, 'of -

: Drurnmoyne, . NgW;
i was pnd ot the. 28
! crash ' victlms. 'She
= was a 'nurse: .on the.
E plane' which'rcalrlqd
E wounded Austratians
=.  f rom Biak. to Towns-
! :vi[e ' in 

world 'War

= ' I I r  i " -  r "  '
= " -An Amerlcan ntis$ion-
3 aly rrilob, Mr J. Reader,
! founii the wleckage::of 

'

= the. -Dakoba last' week,
E gn{ i+q 'a  25-yegr "mys-
= lery. '  : , ._
: The plane illslppeorr
i  ed while meking, a
i sclredulerl. run to Aus.'
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= the' islands. r -
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f, ny,rrrrNrNC rhp *;;'.trc;--tatrri roit tiiiioti iie Sq.-r,dr. Peter itlahood' of .Ca-trberrlr a'



THE second - last 
flight . . . Sister Craig 
cheeks the pulse of a 
wounded, 9th Division 
engineer at Morotai, 
in August, 1945, before 
the ill-fated Dakota 

left for Australia. 

THE second - last 
flight . . . Sister Craig 
cheeks the pulse of a 
wounded, 9th Division 
engineer at Morotai, 
in August, 1945, before 
the ill-fated Dakota 

left for Australia. 

sccond'i. -' last' ,  
f l isht . . . Sistcr Cralg

.- .clrbcks the Pulse ol. ajl' nouodod. 9th Division' , .  onsineer  'a t  Morota i , '
: i. in ausist, 1945, beforc

ttre ill-fateil llakota
. trcfi for' Australla.
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• Surrounded by native tribes-
men, this RAAF helicopter 
crew study the course they 
will fly to the mountain. 
They are (from left): LAC 
Peter Amos, Flg Off Joe 
Driver, Sgt Dennis Olsen 
and Flg Off Bevin Pettitt. 
The two helicopter crews 
established a landing pad at 
10,500 feet up the mountain, 
from which the final success-
ful attempt on the crash site 
was made. 

• Left: The Caribou crew 
played a vital part in the 

..s 

• Mission successful, the RAAF helicopter crews relax and enjoy s 
well-earned refreshment. 

-w Two hours before this pic-
ture was taken the No 5 Sqn 
crews were engaged on their 
most difficult recovery opera-
tion — the recovery of the 
remains of 27 Australian ser-
vicemen and one RAAF 
nursing sister, killed when 
their RAAF Dakota crashed 
into a mountain in West 
Irian 25 years ago. Success 
meant negotiating almost in-
accessible mountains rising 
14,000 to 15,000 feet, freez-
ing temperatures and, most 
hazardous of all, overcoming 
a considerable reduction in 
the supply of oxygen to heli-
copter crews flying at such 
heights. 
Within three days of the 

start of the actual operation, 
the well-known Air Force sig- 

nal, "Mission Successful" 
been .adioed to Canberra 
the RAAF party was o 
way home again. 

Pictured (left to right) 
F Sgt Ken Maley, Sqn 
Peter Mahood, Flt Lt Ft 
Riley, Cpl John Parsons, 
Ldr Brian Dirou, LAC 
Amos, Flg Off Joe Di 
and Flg Off Bevin Pettit 

Two other members o 
party, not shown, who p 
a prominent part in tit 
covery operation were F 
John Gavey and LA Mick 1 
mery. 

The RAAF party ret 
great support from Indoi 
authorities and American 
sionary personnel station 
he area. 

• The crashed Dakota, A65-61. 
This photograph, taken by 

RAAF 	Public 	Relations , 
photographer, Flg Off Mal 
Lancaster, gives some idea 
of the rugged West Irian 
terrain, with its jagged moun-
tain ranges. 

The Dakota crashed at 13,500 
feet while on a flight from 
Biak to Australia. All of the 
27 Australian servicemen 
and one RAAF nursing sis-
ter perished in the crash. 

• Right: The American mis-
sionary pilot, Mr Jerry 
Reeder, pictured second from 
left, who first sighted the 
Dakota wreckage, was on 
hand to assist the RAAF 
pilots with their recovery 
operations. 

Pictured with Mr Reeder are 
(from left): Sqn 1,dr Brian 
Dirou, Sqn Ldr Peter 
Mahood and Sqn Ldr Ron 
Raymond, who was the 
leader of the RAAF party. 

• Ground staff assemble a 
helicopter at Biak. 

The 10 RAAF personnel lost 
in the Dakota crash were: 
Crew: W Off A. J. Hunter, 
of Swansea, NSW; W Off A. 
C. Hughes, 24, of Warialda, 
NSW; W Off E. Wilkinson, 
33, of Ipswich, Qld; F Sgt K. 
R. Wiles, 24, of Footscray, 
Vic; F Sgt A. G. Sawrey, 22, 
of Concord, Sydney; Sgt F. 
L H. Blackmore, 28, of 
Hindmarsh, SA; Sister Marie 
Eileen Craig, RAAF Nursing 
Sister, 33, of Drummoyne, 
NSW. 

• Mission successful, the RAAF helicopter crews relax and enjoy s 
well-earned refreshment. 

• Surrounded by native tribes-
men, this RAAF helicopter 
crew study the course they 
will fly to the mountain. 
They are (from left): LAC 
Peter Amos, Fig Off Joe 
Driver, Sgt Dennis Olsen 
and Fig Off Bevin Pettitt. 
The two helicopter crews 
established a landing pad at 
10,500 feet up the mountain, 
from which the final success-
ful attempt on the crash site 
was made. 

• Left: The Caribou crew 
played a vital part in the 

• The crashed Dakota, A65-6I. 
This photograph, taken by 

RAAF Public Relations 
photographer, Flg Off Mal 
Lancaster, gives some idea 
of the rugged West Irian 
terrain, with its jagged moun-
tain ranges. 

The Dakota crashed at 13,500 
feet while on a flight from -
Biak to Australia. All of the 
27 Australian servicemen 
and one RAAF nursing sis-
ter perished in the crash. 

• Right: The American mis-
sionary pilot, Mr Jerry 
Reeder, pictured second from 
left, who first sighted the 
Dakota wreckage, was on 
hand to assist the RA AF 
pilots with their recovery 
operations. 

Pictured with Mr Reeder are 
(from left): Sqn Ldr Brian 
Dirou, Sqn Ldr Peter 
Mahood and Sqn Ldr Ron 
Raymond, who was the 
leader of the RAAF party. 

Two hours before this pic-
ture was taken the No 5 Sqn 
crews were engaged on their 
most difficult recovery opera-
tion — the recovery of the 
remains of 27 Australian ser-
vicemen and one RAAF 
nursing sister, killed when 
their RAAF Dakota crashed 
into a mountain in West 
Irian 25 years ago. Success 
meant negotiating almost in-
accessible mountains rising 
14,000 to 15,000 feet, freez-
ing temperatures and, most 
hazardous of all, overcoming 
a considerable reduction in 
the supply of oxygen to heli-
copter crews flying at such 
heights. 
Within three days of the 

start of the actual operation, 
the well-known Air Force sig- 

nal, "Mission Successful" 
been .adioed to Canberra 
the RAAF party was o 
way home again. 

Pictured (left to right) 
F Sgt Ken Maley, Sqn 
Peter Mahood, Fit Lt Ft 
Riley, Cpl John Parsons, 
Ldr Brian Dirou, LAC 
Amos, Fig Off Joe Di 
and Flg Off Bevin Pettis 

Two other members o 
party, not shown, who p 
a prominent part in th 
covery operation were I 
John Gavey and IA Mick 1 
mery. 

The RAAF party rec 
great support from Indot 
authorities and American 
sionary personnel station 
the area. 

• Ground staff assemble a 
helicopter at Biak. 

The 10 RAAF personnel lost 
in the Dakota crash were: 
Crew: W Off A. J. Hunter, 
of Swansea, NSW; W Off A. 
C. Hughes, 24, of Warialda, 
NSW; W Off E. Wilkinson, 
33, of Ipswich, Qid; F Sgt K. 
R. Wiles, 24, of Footscray, 
Vic; F Sgt A. G. Sawrey, 22, 
of Concord, Sydney; Sgt F. 
L. H. Blackmore, 28, of 
Hindmarsh, SA; Sister Marie 
Eileen Craig, RAAF Nursing 
Sister, 33, of Drummoyne, 
NSW_ 

O Mission successful, the RAAF helicopter crews relax and enioy s
well-earned refreshment.

O The crashed Dakota. 465-61.
This photograph, taken by

RAAF Public Relalions
photographer, Flg Off Mal
Lancaster, gives some idea
of the rugged West lrian
terrain, with its jagged moun-
tain ranges.

The Dakota crashed at 13,500
feet while on a flight from
lliak to Australia. All of the
27 Australian servicemen
and one RAAF nursing sis-
ter perished in the crash.

O Right: 
'l 'he American mis-

sionary pilot, Mr Jerry
Reeder, pictured second fronr
left, who first sighted the
l)akota wreckage, was on
hand to assist the RAAF
pilots wiih the ir r€covery
operations.

Pictured with Mr Reeder are
( f rom lef t ) :  Sqn l ,dr  Br ian
f)irou, Sqn Ldr Peter
Mahood and Sqn Ldr Ron
Raymond, who wa^s the
leader of the RAAF party.

Two hours before this pic-
ture was taken the No 5 Sqn
crews were engaged on their
most difficult recovery opera-
tion - the recovery of the
remains of 27 Australian ser-
v icemen and one RAAF'
nursing sister, killed when
their RAAF- I)akota crashed
into a mountain in West
Irian 25 years ago. Success
meant negotiating almost in-
accessible mountains rising
14,000 to 15,000 feet. freez-
ing tempcratures and, most
hazardous of all, overcoming
a considerable reduction in
the supply of oxygen to heli-
copter crews flying at such
heiehts.
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O Ground staff assemble a
helicopler at lliak.

The l0 RAAF personnet lost
in the Dakota crash were:
Crew: W Otr A, J. Hunler,
of Swansea. NSW: W Off A.
C. I{ughes, 24, of Warialda.
NSW; W Off E. Wilkinson,
33, of lpswich, Qld; F Sgt K.
R. Wiles, 24, of Footscray,
Vic;  F Sgt A.  G. Sawrey,  22,
of Concord. Sydney; Sgt F.
1. .  H.  Blackmore.  2E. of
l l indmarsh.  SA: Sister  Mar ie
Eileen Craig, RAAF Nursing
Sis ler .  33.  of  Drummovne.
NSW.

O Surrounded by nativc tribes-
men, this RAAF helicopter
crew sfudy the course they
will fly to the nrountain.
They are ( f rom lef t ) :  LAC
Peter Amos, Flg Off Joe
Driver, Sgt Dennis Olsen
and Flg Off Bevin Pettitt,
The two helicopter crews
established a landing pad at
10,500 feet up the mountain,
from which the final success-
ful attempt on the crash site
was made.

O Left: The Caribou crew
played a vital part in the
^h- r . t t ; ^h  U^-^  - : ^4 . . - ^ r  ^4
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• Mission successful, the RAAF helicopter cre ws relax and enjoy some 
well-earned refreshment. 
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crews were engaged on their 
most difficult recovery opera-
tion — the recovery of the 
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nursing sister, killed when 
their RAAF Dakota crashed 
into a mountain in West 
Irian 25 years ago. Success 
meant negotiating almost in-
accessible mountains rising 
14,000 to 15,000 feet, freez-
ing temperatures and, most 
hazardous of all, overcoming 
a considerable reduction in 
the supply of oxygen to heli-
copter crews flying at such 
heights. 
Within three days of the 

start of the actual operation, 
the well-known Air Force sig- 

nal, "Mission Successful", had 
been ;- adioed to Canberra, and 
the RAAF party was on its 
way home again. 

Pictured (left to right) are: 
F Sgt Ken Maley, Sqn Ldr 
Peter Mahood, Flt Lt Frank 
Riley, Cpl John Parsons, Sqn 
Ldr Brian Dirou, LAC Peter 
Amos, Fig Off Joe Driver 
and Fig Off Bevin Pettitt. 

Two other members of the 
party, not shown, who played 
a prominent part in the re-
covery operation were Flt Lt 
John Gavey and Lt Mick Mum-
mery. 

The RAAF party received 
great support from Indonesian 
authorities and American mis-
sionary personnel stationed in 
the area. 
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They are (from left): LAC 
Peter Amos, Fig Off Joe 
Driver, Sgt Dennis Olsen 
and Fig Off Bevin Pettitt. 
The two helicopter crews 
established a landing pad at 
10,500 feet up the mountain, 
from which the final success-
ful attempt on the crash site 
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Two hours before this pic-
ture was taken the No 5 Sqn 
crews were engaged on their 
most difficult recovery opera-
tion — the recovery of the 
remains of 27 Australian ser-
vicemen and one RAAF 
nursing sister, killed when 
their RAAF Dakota crashed 
into a mountain in West 
Irian 25 years ago. Success 
meant negotiating almost in-
accessible mountains rising 
14,000 to 15,000 feet, freez-
ing temperatures and, most 
hazardous of all, overcoming 
a considerable reduction in 
the supply of oxygen to heli-
copter crews flying at such 
heights. 
Within three days of the 

start of the actual operation, 
the well-known Air Force sig- 

nal, "Mission Successful", had 
been radioed to Canberra, and 
the RAAF party was on its 
way home again. 

Pictured (left to right) are: 
F Sgt Ken Maley, Sqn Ldr 
Peter Mahood, Fit Lt Frank 
Riley, Cpl John Parsons, Sqn 
Ldr Brian Dirou, LAC Peter 
Amos, Fig Off Joe Driver 
and Fig Off Bevin Pettitt. 

Two other members of the 
party, not shown, who played 
a prominent part in the re-
covery operation were Flt Lt 
John Gavey and Lt Mick Mum-
mery. 

The RAAF party received 
great support from Indonesian 
authorities and American mis-
sionary personnel stationed in 
the area. 
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Two hours before this Pic'
ture was taken the No 5 Sqn
crews were engaged on their
most difficult recovery opera-
tion - lhe recovery of the
remains of 27 Australian ser'
v icemen and one RAAF-
nursing sister, killed when
their RAAF Dakota crashed
into a mountain in West
lrian 25 years ago. Success
meanl negotiating almost in-
accessible mountains rising
14,000 to 15,000 feet, freez-
ing temperatures and, most
hazardous of all, overcoming
a considerable reduction in
the supply of oxygen to heli-
copter crews flying at such
heiehts.

Wi ih in three t lays of  the
star t  of  the actual  operat ion,
t he  we l l - known  A i r  Fo rce  s i g -

O Surrounded by native tribes'
men, this RAAF helicopter
crew sfudy the course they
witl fly to the mountain.
They are (frorn left): LAC
Peter Amos, Flg Ofi Joe
Driver, Sgt Dennis Olsen
and Flg Off Bevin Pettitt.
The two helicopter crews
established a landing pad at
10,500 feet up the mountain,
from which the final success-
ful attempt on lhe crash site
was made.

O Left: The Caribou crew
played a vital part in the
nnerql inn l lere nicfrrred nf

nal ,  "Mission Successful" ,  had
been ;adioed to Canberra,  and
the RAAF party was on i ts
way  nomc  aga rn .

Pictured (left to right) are:
F Sgt Ken Maley, Sqn Ldr
Peter Mahood, F-lt Lt Frank
Riley, Cpl John Parsons, Sqn
Ldr Brian Dirou. l,AC Peter
Amos, l'lg Off Joe Driver
and Flg Ofi Bevin Pettitt.

- l 'wo 
other members of  the

party,  not  shown, who played
a pronr inent  part  in the re-
covery operat ion were Fl t  I . - t
John  Gavey  anc l  l - t  M i ck  M t tn t -
mc rv .
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