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Mercy Planes .
Forced Down

BRISBANE, Saturday.—Pati-
ents in an RAAF ambulance

‘R.AAF. MERCY PLANES
FORCED . DOWN BY FOG

‘Friday.—Lost in a."ped soup” fog, two -|

glane. which Lwaxs forgedh %owtn i f: . ‘ ;'::;ﬂ‘tcy planes loaded with sick and wounded
v fog near Longreach, ha 0! r ] ; s . ;.
be carried a mile on litters be- | L.-\?"?‘i‘"".""‘e‘.’rkc'"l,e areas made dramatic forced land
cause of mud. | ings here early to-day. - was made with the helpless air-

The worst fog in years forced ‘The.planes were taking the|Sraft from the ground, operators
two planes to turn back after men topa dbuthiten has (g he; }ocatin the plane by the sound of
leaving for' the south with men ¢ : e when |its engines,

from northern battle areas, ‘they’w,er»eforced to turn back a 'ﬁl:d nlanergﬁ?dﬁnagy %itnde‘iito
neo;x etﬁn a‘iiceio‘fi’srg ed afél déﬁ% to Longreach., . ' atternptsg g. -peri"eg‘tf1 tﬁre%l‘-pgig%
e a d g’rcl d the town for an . They arrived back over the town|landing was made on the runway.
‘Rouk buf coula not be seem. | |BRbE 408y 30 FIOPSTOT B, St to step out were to cheet.
' ok 1 ful sisters o
When finally it was guided to for many years. . g Evacustion ot 'e Medica. Alr

the landing-ground, nine at- One plane made a forced land-| Because of the mud cars could

tempts were made before the ing near the Longreach racecourse|not be taken clo.

: se to the landin
maycktmlxe made a perfect three- as the .second circled low over the|places and patients had to be caurg
point landing. . | town. - : , ried in litters for a mile. = ¢
_Sisters of medical air evacua- The fog was so thick that the| .At the Longreach Hospital the
tion units were the first to step plane could not be seen from the|Air Force sisters refused to leave
from the aircraft. They worked ground, while there was a com-|their patients and worked with the
with the staff at Longreach: plete black-out from the plane, hospital staff until all were com-
Hospital until all the patients After an hour wireless ‘contact|fortable, . ER
were_made_comfortable. : % ‘
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[ Calm In Air Crisis |

Sister Mainje- Budd (left) and Sister Joan Rodwell, members of a
medical air evacuation unit, photographed at Sister Rodwell’'s home
~in’Yeronga last riight. They arrived in Brisbane yesterday after the -
plane in. which they were bringing sick and wounded from northern



ORDEAL OF PATIENTS

Sisters

Tired But
Cheery |

®
TIRED, but cheerful after
their ordeal, the two sisters
on the mercy plane, which
landed - at Longreach on
Friday, modestly refused to
regard their part in the inci-
dent as other than routine.
8ister Mainie Budd said in Bris-
bane last night that the plane
crews had done a magnificent job
in landing the patients without a
fatality. .

“Our part in the story was rou-
tine, prosaic, and not particularly
exciting,” she said. “The patients
remained calm all the time the
plane was circling through the
fes,

“We made them all fasten their
safety belts as soon as we were
over Longreach, and then we only
had to wait and hope for the best.

“Most of the patients in our
plane were asleep. Those who were
awake were reassured when we
told them there was no danger,

Thought Crash Near

“Only one air force patient.gave
us ‘a few uneasy moments,” she
continued, “He had been a pilot
himself, and on our last circle of
the drome he called me over and
said, ‘Sister that's the ninth time
['ve seen the Southern Cross go by
I tell you we're going to crash.

“I told him to be quiet, and not
to let any of the other patients
know how badly things were going.
But when we made our perfect
landing on the drome, I heard sev-
eral relieved sighs from many of
the ‘sleeping’ patients.”

Sister Joan Rodwell, of Bradley|
Street, Yeronga, disclaimed any:
heroism in their handling of the
patients on the mercy plane.

“We only did what the nurses
in the ‘Air Evacuation Unit are
doing every day in Borneo and
New Guinea. But just because we
happened to be on the mainland
It’s called news,” she said.

The sisters have had less than
10 hours’ sleep in three days since
they:.began the evacuation,
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IN MERCY /944

PLANE

SOME patients in an

CRASH

R.A.A.F. mercy plane

which crashed in heavy fog near Longreach

on Friday were knocked unconscious by the im-
pact and several are now stretcher cases.

These men and patients in
another mercy plane, which
made a perfect landing at
Longreach aerodrome, after
nine attempts, arrived ' in
Brisbane by air yesterday.

An Army captain in the first
plane was flung out of the door.
An engine was thrown about 80
yards from the crashed plane,

Nine walking patients, most of

them with skin diseases,  an
orderly, and a crew of three, were

in the aircraft. They sat for morel

than an hour in the fog and dark
listening to the motor of the sec-
ond plane circling overhead.
Although badly shaken and in-
jured, they cheered when they
heard the second plane land safely,

Both planes were evacuating sick
and wounded from northern battle

13 Unluc

areas to a southern base when
they encountered bad weather,

They were within~100 miles of
Brisbane when they were forced to
turn back in -the worst fog for
many years. ‘They arrived over
Lopgreach at 1.45 a.m. and groped
for the landing ground.

“The first thing I remember
wads .somebody shouting. to us to
get out of the plane quickly,” said
orte of the patients in the crashed
plﬁne yesterday.

. "Then the pilot called out for us
vtg"run for cover, as he thought
the plane would go up in flames.

“Not many of us ran. Some

hobbled out of the plane and
helped the others. Then we sat
fqr’ more than two hours in the

dark, shivering, and waiting, for
he ambulance to arrive from the
town,

/{“We could hear the other plane

cfrcling above us, and it helped

eep our minds off things,

Number

Wiy

“A few of the boys ché‘f'ted together, and it wasn't

until then we realised thaf
had been 13 in our plane,’
— .“

{‘rcounting the crew, there
1e continued,

. ‘We all decided that.if we had
khown that before we would have
n;gde someone walk from the last
Stop,

“When we heard the motor of the
other plane making a landing we
all gave a cheer. After that most
of us fell asleep near the plane.
We didn’t know where we were,
but we hoped they would find us
as soon as it got light,

“Actually the relief came along
only an hour after we heard the
other plane land, The trucks were
unable to come right into where
we were sitting and lying, so many
of the patients were taken ‘a.few
miles to the road on stretchers.”

Were Tired Qut
Another patient said: “I domn’t

think many of us could tell what
happened before we hit the

but tney vanished as

ground, We had been travelling
'since 5 a.m. the previous morning,
and were tired out. For a while we
looked out of the windows, but
there was nothing to see but fog,
s0 we settled down to sleep.

“At one stage we came across a
clear space 'in the fog, and did see
the landing lights in the distance,

we ap-
proached.

~“‘Most of us knew that things
were bad, but, feeling sick and
tired, we also knew our worrying
wouldn't bring the plane down.

“Just before we hit the ground
I remember looking out of the
window and wondering how far we
were from the good old earth., A
moment later I knew—and it was
a bit of a shock.

“I was - unconscious -after that.
I can't tell how I got out of the
plane or how long we lay waliting
for the ambulance to find us.”

No Sign Of Panic

Passengers from  the second
mercy plane, which made a per-
fect three-point landing on the
Longreach runway, said there was

ino panic among the patients.

' Two sisters of the Medical Air
‘Evacuation Unit" were  in: this
plane, and they encouraged the
patients, cautioning them to keep

their safety belts fastened.
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Coolness Prois:g BN
Crew of the crashed plane _
Squadron . Leader K. S. Brown,

\Flight Lieut. W. Ford, and. Flight

Lieut. J. Curtis. The other plane
was manned by Squadron Leader
R, G. Cornfoot, and Flight Lieuts.
J. Hewston and C. Carter.
Squadron Leader Cornfoot, com-
mander of the squadron concerned,
last night praised Squadron Leader
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA,

TELEPHONES : DEPARTMENT OF AIR,

CENTRAL 970 OR F 0202.

TELEGRAPHIC ADDRESS :

‘ AIRFORCE MELBOURNE."’ ¢ J 's )

IN REPLY QUOTE... < .. ....coouile

9 MELBOURNE, C.1.
09?2
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32/18/339 et
Director General, T
Department of Civil Aviatlon,
"Almora House",

522 Little Collins Street,

MELBOURNE.
ACCIDENT TO DAKOTA A65-62 AT
LENEEEKEH“BN“Tai“Eggml 1945

Reference ls made to your memorandum 15373 dated
19th September, 1945, concerning the above accident,

2e An examination of the proceedings of the Court of

-Inquiry regarding this accident reveals that 1t was due to

the pilot attempting to land at a fog-bound aerodrome which
had insufficlent blind 1apding facilities avallable, The
alrcraft concerned was engaged on a flight from CLONCURRY to
ARCHERFIELD, but after 24 hours flying a front was
encountered; thls fact and reports of a deterioration of the
weather at ARCHERFIELD and along the coast forced the pllot
alter course for an alternate aerodrome, CHARLEVILLE was
selected, as a report from Aeradio there indicated that the
weather was then clear, However, within 30 minutes of
estimated time of arrival, the pllot was advised that fog was
approaching, He decided to contlnue, but on arrival over
the aerodrome, he found that it was closed and landing was
lmposslble, After clrcling several times he checked his
fuel and set course for LONGREACH where clear weather had
been reported by Aeradio, Ten minutes before estimated
time of arrlval he learned that this aerodrome was also
closed by fog. By thlis time fuel was becoming short, so

the pllot was forced to attempt a landing, This was
attempted by using the beacon and radio compass to line up
on the runway.
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The clircumstances aurrounding the compllation of
the route forecast lssued to the pllot have been investigated
by the Director of Meteorological Services who advises that the
situation on the night in questlion was a difficult one from a
forecasting point of view and that there was little evidence
avallable to lndicate that the fog would become so wldespread,
Evidence obtalned indicates that fog such as this 1is very
unusual at LONGREACH.

4o It 1s considered that recurrence of this type of
accident might be avoided by the installation of "FIDO" eguipment
for the dlspersal of fog at a limited number of fog exits, It
1s realised that the cost of thls equipment would prohibit its
use at alrfields suech as CLONCURRY.

B The accldents referred to may have been averted if
blind approach equipment had been installed at this aerodrome,
This 1s something requlring urgent and co-ordinated investigation
in relation to all ilmportant airfields in Australia,

e On this occaslon installation of Ground Indicating
Flares placed in the vicinity of the runway may have enabled

the pllot to make a safe landing, These flares have recently
been lntroduced into the R.A.F, as ald to flying control, They
are used to indicate the runway 1ln use to a pilot wishing to land
in conditlions of poor visibility. At the present mement a supply
of these flares ¥% on the way from the United Kingdom, It is
intended to carry out trials when these arrive,with a view to
obtalning further supplies,

Te It was noted that although the sbove accident
occurred approximately one mile from the Control Tower, it was
over one hour before an ambulance and stretcher bearers arrived
on the scene, The possibllities of serious consequences to

such a delay are @bvious.

- (M,C. LANGSLOW)
SECRETARY
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.
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TELEPHONE: 78, DEPARTMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION,
AERADIO STATION,
ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO
THE OFERATOR-IN-CHARGE ANDG QUOTE GOVERNMEN'T AERODROME’
wo..LRU5/39O... ~ Longreach. Q.
5/6/L5.

The Director General,
Dept Civil Aviation, e
Melbourne. C.l. Vic. ' I
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4¢ﬁ{ REPORT ON FORBED LANDING 3””'x g

OF RAAF -AIRCRAFT CL7 A65-62 VHCKO;;

4 Po s

T was awakened at approximately 0213 local time on mornlng of the
1st June (1613Z 31st) by the sound of aircraft over the town and upon
going outside on.the verandah,I noticed that there was a dense fog but
it was not too thick at my residence then, I rang the aeradio room and
found that Operator W.l'.Riley was on duty,he could not talk with me as

- he sald he was very busy trying to get 2 aircraft down. I then returned
to the verahdah and saw an aircraft pass from over the town with its
navigation lights on and go in the direction of the aerodrome, about a
minute or so later I heard another aircraft come from over the town and
also proceed in the direction of the a'rodrome its navigation lichts
also was Just visible. Both aircraft would be approximately 3‘%0 500
feet high. A minute or so later I heard one aircraft turn off his
engines and as I thought go into land,several seconds later there were
three reports or noise like a backfire as you generally hear when they
touch down and are finishéing their run in landing. I waited to hear
this aircraft taxi but as it did not,and the other one kept flying
around,I started to get dressed. The time I rang the aeradio above was
0215 est (16152) whilst getting dressed I received a ring from the
girl on the local exchange who stated "Mr Hagarty is required at the
aerodrome urgently'" I then proceeded per my car to the aerodrome and
arrived there at annrox 0238 est (1638%Z) NMr Riley the operator cn duty
was very busy and Mr Seccombe the operator who had ceased duty at
midnight was there with a civilian who were both outside listening for
the aircraft ergines and relaying the information to Mr Riley inside
the room who was in constant radio commnication with VKRFI. After a
few minutes I ascertained that that there had been a crash somewhere
north of the station and probably in the racecourse. I immediately

telephoned the local Police snd advised them that they had better come
out as an aircraft had crashed and ithe other one may alsds Several

people rang up and I attemded to the telephone for some minutes. The
ambulances were both out here having been ordered by lMr Riley as there
were stretcher cases aboard. The aircraft then in the air was trying to
locate the end of the runway 87 deg,and the only way we could get him
to it was by listening to his engines and guiding him in by radio,he
was sighted several times but on each occasiorn he was too high and north
of the strip.However after many circuits he eventually came in low
?light%y north of the W end of the 87 deg and then lancded at 0327 et
07272). .

The rotating light beacon was not sighted by me on my way out
until I was less than 4 mile from the aerodrome. The fog was varying in
density in parts and objects were very indistinct at 50 yards on the
ground. ‘

The plane that crashed was piloted by Sqgdn Leader Brown and its
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The plane that landed safely after 1 hour 7 minutes over this
drome was VHRFI CL7 A65-92 piloted by Sddn Leader Cornfoot.Both aircraft
are from No.38 Sqgdn Archerfield.

After the landing of VHRFI I visited the scene of the crash which
was approximately % mile exactly north of Control building in the racecours

I obtained all the papers,maps,codes etc that were lying about in t
aircraft and notified the police I was taking them to lock them up. The
only item missing from these was the radio log and F/0 Curtis stated later
that he had this. His last entry in his log was 2,18 am (1618%Z) therefore
time of crash was approximately between 2.20 am and 2.25 am local time,

Both these aircraft were bound from Morotai and landed at Biak,
Merauke ,Gove Cloncurry. They departed Cloncurry at 1000Z ( 8.p.m. local
time) bound for Archerfield direct,they were within an hour of Archerfield
when they turned back for Charleville having received bad weather reports
and Anta re Archerfield R/R. TJpon reaching Charleville they found fog
and as Longreach was clear then they decided to come on here. The fog
closed in here very thickly just before they reached here. See Radio Log
for further details. From the logs you will see that there was some delay
in getting QAM from Archerfield.

Copies of logs sheets 37 to L6 are attached hereto,these show
details from time they left Cloncurry until after landing Longreac?;’,
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