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AT LAVERTON TODAY RAAF mechanics are shown working on a Dakota plane

A6~ 85~

FITTING UP
MR McKELL’S
| VIP PLANE

5

which is being prepared for the Governor-General. The interior has been stripped
‘ and will be refitted and furnished as a VIP (very important person) aircraft.

VIP Standard for
- McKell Plane

The loading limit for the Dakota
used by the Governor-General (Mr
McKell) was 26,200lb., compared
with 29,000lb. all-up weight for
similar planes on the courler ser-
\vice to Japan, because the Gover-|
‘nor-General’s plane was flown un-
der internationally-accepted VIP
(very important person) condi-
tions, RAAF headquarters said
today. - d

There was no guestion that
29,000l was too much all-up
weight for the Japan courier ser-
vice. The Dakotas had flown 5
million miles on this service with-
out a fatal accident. ’

The route was from the north-
‘ern temperate zone, across the
lequator with accompanying mon-
soons, to the southern temperate
zone, and the 6000-mile course was
lone of the most varied in the
'world. The service was one of the
most successful of its kind.
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PLANE FOR MR McKELL

GOVERMOR-GENERAL’S PRIVATE PLANE: All the conveniences
of a small flat are included in Mr McKell’'s Dakota, now ready
for service. Picture taken at Laverton yesterday shows the
comfortable lounge. Colour scheme is white and burgundy.
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