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WRECKAGE of the Dakota strewn over a wide area of the East Sale RAAF aerodrome today. 
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grabs 
Dakoita at 
Sale base 

mir 11E". 	H rald Staff Reporter' 

Today 
with ayearning to.- fly- grabbed a two-enginii 

SPA 	—A young engine mechantni 

Dakota plane and took off in the darkn ASIA.  
the RAArs.  East Sale. attildfOrittiodiki.t.' 

--- He flew two miles, crashed, an 	 in the e?cplocl.,c 
ing wreckage. 

He had never learnt to fly, but he somehow got the air-
craft off the airstrip. 

.Half -'circled back 
The plane half-circled in the darkness and roared back 

towards the air force station, where hundreds of servicemen 
with their families were asleep. 

But before the plane reached the buildings—with the 
mechanic revving the engines at full power in an attempt 
to rise—the port (left) wing hit the ground. 

The dead man is Aircraftsman Harold V. Pocock, of 
Sydney. He was employed in the engine maintenance 
squadron. 

Slipped past guard 
Only chance, or a detailed knowledge of the movements 

of the guards, allowedirock to get away with the plane. 
It was parked with several other Dakotas on the edge 

of the airstrip, and the planes were inspected regularly 
through the night.  

Before he took off, Pocock had to:— 
(Untie three ropes secur-
ing the parked Dakota 

to big concrete blocks 
on the tarmac; 

Reniove the' chocks be-
neath the wheels and 
in the controls; 

Start the big aircraft's 
two engines—the air-
craft had self-start= 
ers; 

Taxi about 30 yards in 
pitch darkness and 
rain to the main run-
way; 

Take off at, 90 miles an 
hour on a runway 
which was unmarked 

4 by the usual flare 
path. 

Roar awoke, 
sleeping men 
Here is the sequence of 

events at the aerodrome: 
The station had closed 

Elakota at
mec,h

$afie,
',., ' .; l;,:',.: H firald.

'hasg

Half.'circled back

'  ' ! i  l

tp fly, btit he somehowgot the air-

i l-"*" ,"lr-.,r. led in the darkness and roared back
to*.riJift" . ir]".." itr i ion, where hundreds of servicemen
with their families were asleeP.
" Buf before the plane reached' the buitdings-with the
*erfti,"io-iauuing the engines at full power ltt * attempt
to rise-the pprf (left) wing hit the grounct'
'  

The deod mon is Aircroftsmqn Horold V' Pocock' of
S'diei, 

- 
H,e :wqs employgd in the engine mointenonce

squodron. .

Slipped past guard
',Onlv chance, or a detailed knowledge oi the movementS

of tt r'euuidi, aftowe6qppock to get away with the plane.
' . 

lt wES porked with seve+ol other Dokotos on the edge
of ii*'"irltrip, ind the plones werd inspected regulorly
iiri"sh-ttte niittt. ' i:

Bef ore he tooh ofr, Pococh had to.-
t '

z7.tt.fg-r{re+cl
tUntie three ropes secur-
ine the narked Dakota

[o big ioncrete blocks
on the tarmac:

Reniove the'chocks be-- 
neath ,n" t6ss15 ind-
in the controls;

Start the big aircrdft's
lwo engines-the air-,
craft had self-start-
ers; .

Taxi about 30 Yards inpitch darkness and
iain to the main run-
way; .

Tal<e off at'. 90 miles ari'  hour on a. runway
which'was unmarked

. by _ the usual flare
Detn.'

Roar awokg ,'
sleeping men
Ilere is the seque-nce of

events at the aerodrome:.
' Ttle station had .closed

1 .  . , t  :  !

the exp
t ' , .  . 1  "


