® WRECKAGE of the ,Dakotﬁ strewn o_vefr’u wide area of 1}1e East Sdle‘fRA‘AF“ dérddrbrﬁe‘ fb_ddy.g

el




H%ra/d Sfaff Reporfer

> Today —A young engme mechanic"

'.‘mmg to. fly grabbed a two- engin,
Dakota’ plane and took off in the darkn,
the RAAF’s East Sale aariﬁd rarme t

" He flew two mlles, craslwd, gn was'knlled in the explo‘
ing wreckageL sl i

. He had néver learnt to ﬂy, but he somehow got the alr-'
craft.off the airstrip. £

Half-circled back

" The plane half-circled in the darkness and roared: back
towards the air force station, where hundreds of : servncemen
vnth their families were asleep. '

'But before the ‘plane reached the bu11d1ngs——w1th the
mechanic revving the engines at full power in an atternpt
to rise—the port (1eft) wing hit the ground

The dead man is Aircraftsman Harold V. Pocock, of
Sydney. He was employed in the engine mamtenance
squadron '

Sllpped past guard

“Only chance, or a detailed knowledge of the movements:
of the guards, allowed-Bgeock to get away with the plane.

It was parked with several other Dakotas on the edge |
of the airstrip, and the planes were mspected regularly
through the night. : ok :

: Before he took oﬁ Pocock had to:—

1Untie three ropes secur-

2 (/.rg’%g—@ ing the parked Dakota

7 [’3 %o big concrete blocks
on the tarmac;

Remove the’ chocks. be-
neath the wheels and
in the controls; .

Start the blg alrcrafts
two engines—the air~

- craft had self start~
ers;

Taxi about 30 yards in
. pitch  darkness and
rain to the main run—
way,

,Take off at 90 rmles an
'~ hour on. a‘’ runway
which® was unmarked
by the usual flare

pa
Roar awoke -
sleeping men

Here is the sequence of
“events at the aerodrome:

" The station had closed




