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This fully restored cockptt of a DC-3 alrcraft was one of the hlghllghts of the RMIT open day yesterday. At the controls
is Mr David Anderson, who took 13 years to bring it back to its former glory. Mr Anderson, a former aircrajft
sheetmetal worker, said the cockpit was junk when restoration began He scoured Australia for parts that he could not
make. “Nowadays, it’s all videos and buttons,” he said. “The DC-3 is a proper aircraft with all the levers, switches and
instruments they used to have. I just live and breathe DC-3s. You could call them an all-consuming passion.”
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@ The cockpit of the DC3 at RMIT yesterdoy

_cockpit from a. DC3
wrecking yard..

‘old shell for $150 and has
since spent his
weekends restoring the
‘now priceless relic for
display.
David’s wife, Florence,
joked yesterday: “He has

covered the remains ofa

Dakota ‘aircraft ‘at- a-

_restored to its former glory.

another one for me.
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.hacked by the wreckers

_who used an axe to sphit- -

the -achievement

"him...ithasbeena long :
“ but. very happy 13 years
of work

He bought the 43-3'63!- < Australia from the US at -

“The' DC3 first flew to

the end of the war, trans-
porting Australian pris-
oners of war from Asia.

David said:' “In 1971,
on a journey to Laver-
ton, an engine caught
fire and the Ah-_Force

ndSé of ihe “'pian; an;i

de 'spare'p :
instruments and other
components, as well as.

up the plane. .
And any parts Davxd

“couldn’t make, he

bought from all over
Australia.
“] just live and breathe
DC3s,” David said.
“You could call them
an all-consnminz pas-




