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Military
honors for
bombers

THE crew of an RAAF bomber lost over
PNG in 1942 irs to be buried wit'h tuIl milit- l
ary honors nearlY 45 Years later.

The bodies of Squadron Leader GlliVL Sage' Eilot
OtEcer J A Patcrson and Flight Sergeant D W
Desmond will be interred at a graveside cene-
mony at Lae War Cemetery at 10an today.

fheir 
-aircraft, 

Beaufort A9-52 of 100 SqFadron
RAAF. crashed into a thickly Jungled hillside
near Tapinl. norttr-west of Port Moresby, whlle
returning tom a raid on Japdr€se positions
around Lae on June 27, 1942. fite overgrown
wreckage was discovered by Goilala tribesmen
last November.

An IIAAF tearn recovered the bodies in January.
Ttre men will be honored wit'tr a tull, graveside
miUtarv funeral.

A 4&stroirg detachment comprising a firing party'
escort, bearers, portens, dummers and Dug:lers
would'be flowir-to Lae from Australia for t'lre
cenemony.

The relatives of Squadron Leader Sage, Pilot
Ofrcer Wormald and Sgt Desmond had been lo'
cated and some would attend the service,

However, air force investigations had been unable
:to trace relatives of Sergeant Patterson.
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