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norial

LEFT: Gordon Neilson
(left) and Frank
Hami l ton members of
the search crew which
found the Beaufort
Bomber, at last week's
memorial service.

BELOW: The p laque
which was unvelled at
the ceremonY'
PxorocRrpx counrEsY oF
PnoSnors.

MORE than 200 Peo-
nlc attcrtdcd a ntemorial
lcrv icc or t  Fr iday No-
vernbcr  17,  for  t l te  crew
nrcntbcrs of the RAAF
Bcaufort Bombe r wli lch
crash,:d ort Mt Tawortg;l
orr  Jurrc 4,  1945.

The four yoll ltg mctl
who d icd in  the t ragedy
w c r e  F l y i n g  O f f i c e r
Douald Flavcl ,  t l rc  Pi lo t
and  cap ta i t t ,  F lY ing  O f -
f i c c r  Robc r t  C l i tY to t t '
t h c  t t a v i  g a t o r ,  F I Y i t l g
O f l ' i c c r  F r c d c r i c k
Wr l l acc  a r rd  F l i g l t t  Sc r -
g c a n t L J S i m s , w l t o
ivcrc wi rclcss oPcrlttors/
r t i rg t r t t t tcrs .

f l t c  sc rv i cc ,  hc ld  i r l
t r c i r t r t i l  r r l  s t t r r t l t t t t d t t t gs
o n  t l t c  t r : t t t k s  t l l  l l t d
K i c w ; t  R i v c r  i t t  t l t c

By Margarct Smith

Mongal t 's  Br idgc Cara-
van Park, was organlseo
b v ' r l e r n b e r s  o f  t l i e
Mourtt I leattty RSL Sutr
Branclt, as Part of t ite
1 9 9 5  " A u s t r a l i a  R e -
members" program.

Grcg Peers,  lv lout l t
Beauty RSL president '
wclcomcd al l

t he  gues ts ,  who  i t l -
cluded Lou Licbcrmatt
M H R ,  A l p i n e  S l t i r e
c o m m i s s i o r t e r  A t t g i e
R i g o n i ,  R S L  3 5 t h  D i s -
t r i c t  B o a r d  P r e s i d c t t t
Rcx  C t rambc r l l i t t ,  A t r
Cou r ruodo rc  (Rc t i r ed )
K c i t l t  P a r s o t l s ,  r c P r e -
scntat ivcs l ' ront  thc East

Sale RAAF base,  and
members of t lte Beau-
for t  Bomber Associa-
tion.

A l so  o rese t l t  we rc
Frrnk (Dlck) Hamilton,
rr:-iw of wangaratta, altd
G o r d o n  N e i l s o t t  o t
Mi t ta,  wl to wcrc n lcm-
bers ol- rhe searcit crew
which fouttd (he wreck-
age of the aircraft, attd
Mary Gower, who was
a l2 vear  o ld s t t tdet t t  a t
thc Eskdalc sc l tool  at
tire timc of thc tragedY.

Flisltt Lieute Itant Tad
G o l i i n ,  f r o n r  t h c  3 2
Sclr radror t  at  East  Sl lc ,
was thc grrcst  sPcakcr  at
t l r e  sc rv i cc .

I r r  r c c o t t t t t i t l g  t l t c
evct t ts  wl r ich lcd t t l  t l tc
crash,  F l t  L t  Gol i l t r t  s i t id

three Beautbrt Bombers
left Mouut Gambier on
the eveuing of June 4,
I945, on a niglrt trait i lng
f l ight  to  the East  Sale
base. Tlrcy were blown
off course wlrcn they ett-
couniered bad weatlter.

Inst.nrctions from Sale
aiid beariitg: fiorn radic
bcacons made Iro setise
ahd  the  n la r te  and  i t s
crew *e ie lost  i t i  t l te
dark, in bad weatlter attd
wi t l r  low iuel  suPPl ies,
and cvctttual plummeted
into Mt Tawonga.

After f ive days ol ttt l-
srrcccssl'tr l sc:uchi ng, t lte
searc l t  wi ts  lbar tdol led.
Eig l r t  u 'ccks l i t (cr ,  I t tcnt -
h: rs  o l  t l re  t ' iun i ly  ot 'F lY-
r r rg  O l t ' r cc r  W l l l i s  i r t s t  i '
gatcd iu tot l tcr  sc i t rc l t .
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Plaque
to mark
crew's
last
flight
BV
cArxeRrrue cHtsHoLM
UNDERNEATH the
dense forest canopy of Mt
Tawonga, near Dederang,
lies the scatt€red remaini
of ihe Begrfort bomber
rphich crasheC there 50
ye8rIl ago.

The four crew of Royal
Auetra l iaa Ai r  Force
Beaufort A9-228 left Mt
Gambier at 5.30pm bound
for a traiaing sit€ at East
Sale,  Vic tor ia ,  but
disappesred-

Tbeir plane wandered
off course and crashed,
burying 4". r1 the rug-
geq anq almost rnaccessl-
ble alopee of 4161ft Mt
Tawonga

On November l?  a
plaque, organieed by the
City of Wodonga and the
RSL will mark the sit€.
gtill littered with debrie.

- "ii

E:'/i

ffi$,i$
.i+n:.lii.i i .

*f.:-,r.i
#t< .  l i : : ; :11 .

A ceremony organised
by the Mt Beauty Re-
tu rned  and  Se rv i ces
League sub-branch, with
the Departmeni, of Con-
servatioa and Natural
Regources, wiil be attcnd-
ed by the RAAF, the
Beaufort Bomber Aesoci-
ar,ion, and relatives of the
dead

It will staft at Mongans
Bridg€ at llnm and at
then a small group will
mnltg tbs hour-long trek
to the site for prayers and
a wreath-laying.

"To a degee it is al-
mogt a war grave," the
president ofthe RSL sub-
branch, Mr Greg Peers,
3Aro.

He hopee 200 people
will be there for the un-
veiling of tbe plaque and
dedication to Flying Of-
ficer Donaid Flavei, the
piiot, Flying Officer Rob-
ert Ciaytan, Flying Of-
ficer Fredrick Wailis and
air gunner, Flight Sgt L.J.
Sims.

Mr Peers hopee rela.
tiveg of the crew snd
aemirere of the public
will atten<i the ceremony
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a Greg Pears i the Beaufort bombsdt crarh slte ir almort a war gnve.
The Eskdsle voluntary

defence force, led by Mr
Frant Hamilton, found
the wreck on Juoe 4,
i945.

Mr Hamilton, now of
Glenrowan, co-ordinated
a searcb aftcr Fredrick
Wallis' brc&ers ald coug-
in begged them not to
grve up - eight weels ar-
ter the crash.

Mr Harnilton said tbe
plens sas compietelY de'
stroyed with metal scEt'
tered for 200 yar&.

"They would have gone
in at tull thmttle.
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Tragedy
on the
slopes
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..wttuJ cr{'( wnyv$u{, nv'|n rLuwtwt r(, rxrvg o c0mmgmorotl0e pllxquTEgc-
the 50th arnhsusary. Abuse ri$ht: Dick Hamilton, nat a! Glnrowan, vho lwlped relatirses andVolunteer Delnce Cwps
airuaJt aJtrr a search ol thc dense bushlatd, so deflse 'it toouldbe possible to pass quite close to the scme ol rhe a.cc

ON the night of-June 4, 194b, three RAAF
F-eaulo4 au_ctaft took off fmm Mt Gam_
bier in South Australia tol tl. 

"igirt 
por-

tion . of - Operation Training Ei.fti..
Number 6.

This entsiled a return flight to Number
-l-Operational Training Unit at East Sale,
Victoria.

Navigation during the erercise wa8 to
be primarily by astronomical means, but
radio navigaiional facilities were available
*4 *.p...*XV highlighted during the pre-
IngDt DnellDg.

_ Seeking flight authorisation, the crew of
Beaufort A9-228 were ordered to obtain
meterological reports and provide flieht
details to tbe Operatione Room. a manla-
tory procedure not complied with snd the
fint in a succession of fatal enors.

A9-228 departed Mt Gambier  at
5.30pm.

_ The crew consisted of Flyine Officer
Donald A. Flavel, the pilot andcaptain:
Flying Cfficer Robert- V. Clayto;, th;
y3li.gatoi; Flyin-g Offrcer Fredericil A.
F/a.ura. t.a.e wrrelsaa op!$tor/air guED€t;
and Fligbt Sergeanl L-.r. D!ms, aljo 

"Jrre-l€ss op€ratlr/ari gunner.
Recen! training courses had found the

crew to be of an average standard.
Flavel's pilot rating was averase minus

with a tota.l of 1906 flying hods to his
credit.

The piiot and crew were considered
physically fit with no evidence of fatizue
noticed before taking off. No unservi;ea-
bility of ttre aircraf! or instruments was
reported.

dlllorrgh the intended aititude of the
aircraft was uncertain, other crews in the
erercise were obliged to climb to about
8000 feet before clearing the cloud toos.
A9-228 most probably doing likewise. 

'

After.leaving Mt Gambier, a gross navi-
gational error resulted in the Beaufort flv-
i_ng an easterly heading of about i0
degreer T instead of the required 9b de-
gtees T.

Flight Officer Flavel continued alons
this.track ign-orant of any mistske, conl
Irrmrng by raciio at 7.06pm that he was 2g
miles from the town of Sale.

In reality the crew were comoietelv
lllr&lar€ of their actuai position, mosi
likely mistaling the lighri of the'NSW
io*l of, Aibury for rhose of Sale, several
nun0reo mues awav.

Failing to locats the Eagt SaIe RAA-F
aerodrome, Flavei retraced his path before
once again flying over Albury.

Unable to ascertain his position, he
then flew over the suuounding country-
side, contaciing the East Sae lisl f;-
gugncy direcLion f inding stat ion at
7.28pm for a navigational heading. A sec-
ond b€anng_request waa received by Flavei
at 7.54pm.Iailing to comply with instruc-
tions which would have enabled him to
return to bsse, he flew an erratic oath
noted by several ground observers.

Descen'ling beneath the low cioud for-
mations, the aircraft was noted at 8.l5pm
by the Voluateer Air Obsewation Co'rDs
observer al Tailanrion to be flying just
above a 1500 foot ridge.

?he Beaufort's landing iights were
cleariy visibie to those watchine beiow as
Flavel unklowingly flew in a sJuth-west-
erly direcdo_lr along the Mitta Valley
towards Mt Tawongi (4161 feet).

All radio contact vrith the bomber
ceaeed aft€r 8.15pm.

Three minutes later several local
farmers witnessed the impact of the air-
craft as i6 sinmnsd into a remote hillside.
briefly illuminating the wintry Dight sky.

No explosion was heard due to tbe nrs-
ged wooded c.ountry and its blaaketi:lg #
fect on sound,

- A RAAF court of inqury into the acci-
dent was convened on June g. 194b. bv
Squadron Leader H. W. Wheeler of No. i
Air.Observers' School, Mt Gambier, and
{light Lieutenant B. S. Roberts, of No.l
Operaticnal Training Unit, Esst-Sale.

The investigation found the cause of
the- accident was fundamentally due to
faulty navigation on the part ofpilot and
crew.

. Evidence ruggested that ihe navigator
had chosen to erclusively use astro-Davi_
gation withoui verilying ihe pilot's course,
yet tnere_wer€ lrumerous wireless naviga_
tional aids for the other crew memberito
have used.

sasi:er we:e 'ohe i
!1oadca9t from the airciaJt d"tid the
fljght. The failure to. heed the c6rrect
navigational headings given by East SaIe
and the inegular courc€ flown all contrib-
uted to the accident, as did the low alti-
tude flown by the lost aircraft.

. This was not only highly darrgsrous 6u1
i t  a lso h indered ef fect ive 

-wire less

operalron,
It was the opinion of the court that had

A9-228 maintained sufficient height then
the transmissions from the Opirations
Room at East Sde would have siriaed tt e
pilot and crew home safely.

Based on all avaiiable reports, a fnritless
five-day search, involving Beaufort air-
craft from East Sale and Tiser Moths
from Bena.lla. began at,7am the foilowing
morning, :

Gmund searches were organised by er-
perienced local honemen and residents.
Their participation was recosnised bv the
court who noted that ':the 

rround darch
parties made co--endabie efforts to
cover the country, but admit that it woutd
be possibie to pass quit€ ciose to the scene
of the accident without discovering it".

The RAAF court of inquiry concluded
the location of the accident nnlcnswn, 6utr
most likely in the region of Mt Tawonga.

Witness accounts had suggestd the
probable crash sit€ to be on Lhe north-
eastern slopes of Mt Tawouga.

Eight weeks after the tragedy a fufiber
gearch w"s orgoised-throulh .isheer des-
peration'' -by three. relativeiof Flying Of-
ficer Wallis. Acting on RAAF a'erial
photographs, the men travelled to Egkdale
where they contacted the local Volunteer
Defence Corps, the Australian esuiva.lent
to the English Home Guard.

The Commanding Cfficer, Actine-Lieu-
tenant Frank (Dick) i{amilton, tigetier
with Wsllis' relatives and 30 

-VDC

menbers located the missing aircra.ft after
a Zth-hovr search of the dens€ bushlaDd

The bodies of the crew were retrieved
and a simple cross isshioned from the
wreckage left in memcrial.

Ha.lf a century lEter, the weathered re-
maine of the Beaufort stilt litter the re-
mote mountain sit€.
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