
War tragedy
memort al

at tvl useum
However, the identitY

mains a mystery today
Mr. Keane, who Plans

l? s:l%fi, i"i3 i[3 t, lli'
that on August 23,-1943'
five planes took ott trom
Eas t  Sa le  on  a  deao
reckoning exercise over
Bass Strait. The exerctse
was comPleted, and the
other four Planes landed
back at Sale'

The  tw in  eng rneo
Beaufort A9 311 which'
crashed, radioed in fro.m
irear Yarram reportlng lrs
oosition. BY this time a
c loud  cove r  had  de -
icended over Sale, and
lin" 

"t"* 
was redirected

to land atthe RMF base
at Bairnsdale.

About 20 minutes later
the couPle oPerating the
post office at Christies''heard 

a Plane flY over a[

about midnight, and ex-
pressed concern that lt

sounded very low' I ne
next morning there was
a heavY fog, which made
a search diff icult trom
both the ground and alr'
Itwas at 11 a.m. aftertne
foq had lifted, that the
wr"ecf<age was sPotted
from th6 air, and a foot

party was directed in to
the scene.

The Plane was found
in heavY timber growth,
and Mr.  Keane said i t
appeared to have dived
i i n .  and  the  b ranches
closed behind it.
' 

Th" .""n" was off the
too end of Devils Pinch
R6ad, which at that time
of the Yearwas very sliP--
pery, and access was cht-
ficult. The rescue PanY
had difficultY in bringing
the bodies of the five vic-
,tims to where theY could
be loaded into motor
transPort.

However, the difficult
access did not Prevent
the Foster lads of that
time from finding their
wav into the scene, and
souveniring Pieces from
the wreckage.

When he was about
16 Claude Treneryfound
a propel ler 'b lade f rom
the wreckage, which he

Devi ls  Pinch t rackr ,
olaced itonto the handle-
bars of  h is  cYcle and,
wi th great  d i f f icu l tY '
brought it home wltn nlm'

C laude  had  the
orooel ler  unt i l  he do-
hatba i t  to  the Foster
museum.

Kevin Si lcock,  who
desiqned the disPlaY and
tranlPorted i t  f  rom

Queensland,  had -co.n-
tacted relatives ot tne
other RAAF Personrrel
on the itl-fated flight' ano
their Photos are included
in the disPlaY. Horryever'
the ProPeller forms the

centrePiece.

The RAAF members
killed were McQueen.ihe
oilot, GodfreY the navtga-
tor, BoYs the air gunPer'
and Silcock the wireless
operator. BY the waY' the
Sllcock familY is no rela-
tion to the earlY Pioneers
of  Toora af ter  whom
Si l cocks  H i l l  Road  i s

named.

qr purpose of a fifth oc-
cupant of the Plane re-

ar igged.ou t  on to  the
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. Kevin Silcock, who made the display (left), and researcher John Kea
(right), pictured at the Foster Museum last Friday. See sforypage i
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