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t "Mdd" Pose Fooled /ops $
i By leignitg modness _when he encountered Japanese inlontry, t
1 olter his plone crcshed, Flying-Qfticer R.ry Grdetz, oI Strothlield, I

vas able to spend eight days behind t^he Japanese lines belore I, esco,rins. ..S tl ff. a.jlU l+t I
Gto€tt r+ who was awarded thel l t t to the breech blosk dnd'camf hi :  found hlmsel f  sur- l

f,li 't Mfutsry Cross to b€ won jmuzzle. lrounded bv JPpanese but al
by 8n RAAI' ofrlcer ln the South- | The raft capsized in the wat€r I Kittvhawk attack aided trisE
\ lYe8t Pacl f lc .  erRshed whel t  h ls land he ret l r rned to the shore. lescape. E*fr?"fT: \;i: :11;?{"f'sr,r,*: l ;;yrtiL|:tqru 5'"1,ru 1 r,{,j; "*#. hlti#J"J"tl Ision.

He landed In the sea Bnd the I hc pass'6 s
Dto! trnd ob,scrver were kito.r. | ..r.ecofi.isc(r 

'lrp'tireit:-'iiu 
-ir:ai 

I 
l,lJt ,n" rtistribiiior wires. 

' 

I- - l iunl r tns- t rom 
&n ear wount i  I  l . ,ate i  u ' l ren he came rrpon |  .  o l l  l l rc  sevetr th day he _saw f i

Grgetz swam ashore unnot iccd I  mole Japar,cse Le fe igt red in-  I  roul  / \ l l  Ncol) l ' : ls  and waved tn l !
f r :  t t re" . l ipanise.  but  lost  so much jsani tv br j  p rk i r ,q orr l .  l t i i  t , rnp, t re,  lL l rnn) rv i l l t  .a.  nare parachute.  I
6 i t , rA- i t r " t  he fat l tec l .  l r .o l l i6g l i is '  e l .es ancl  rvavi .g 

' l r is  
I  Lnte t l taI  t t ig ,ht  he .wa"s plcked I

Whi le senrchlng for  mater ln l  l l tands.  Ho s l )enl  t .he nig l r [  u ' i t t r -  1up Dy US palro l  ooals.  I
wlbtr  wblch he bui l t  a raf t  he l in a fot ;  ynrr ls  of  Japnnese |  (The fu l l  s torv of  Graetz 's ad- I
oA|Be uflon an unattcnded cofl^ctal ltroops. nnd rtor:|, day encounter- lvorrtures Ls t.old for the flrst, I
fgn shlch he put  out  of  acl lon jed .several  hundred.  l l . imc in Lh^ eurrer t  issue of  thel
fry craarnrlng sand and gravel' When he wa.ked right lnto a IRAAF magazine ',Wings"L I
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LYING Officer Ray
Graetz must have had
one of the most amaz-

ing adventures of World
War II after his Beaufort
bomber was shot down near
Wewak, inNewGuinea.

Japanese machinegunners
managed to k i l l  two of  h is
fellow survivors as theY tried to
escape  f rom the  downed
aircraft off a surfbeach.

The  Japanese  sho t  o f f
Graetz's right ear lobe, but he
was otherwise unscathed.
:lle was then to spend a re-

markable eight daYs wandering
about Japanese-held territory,
at times sabotaging trucks and
even a cannon, onlY to be ig-
nored by Japanese soldiers he
encountered.

His extraordinary experience
begarr on May 20,1944, when his
lfi) Squadron, RAAF, Beaufort
was hit by groundfire during a
strafing run over JaPanese-held
positions at But Mission.

With the aircraft's Port motor
on fire the pilot, FlYtng Officer
L,M. Mclaren, turned it to-
wards the open sea but with the
cockpit f i l l ing raPidlY with
smoke it ditched onlY 20 metres
off the beach at But Plantation.

The bomber's dinghY was re-
leased, and Mclaren, Graetz -
who was a wireless oPerator-air
gunner - navigator FlYing Offi-
ce r  S .L .  Ande rson  and  a i r
gunner F l ight  Sergeant  F.
Maloney clambered into it.

As they paddled awaY from
' the seaward shel ter  of  the
wrecked aircraft theY were
targeted by several JaPanese
mabhingunners behind the
beach.

The first burst of fire killed
Anderson, and the second rid-'
dled the rubber dinghY, causing
it to fill with water.

The three remaining airmen
jumped from the dinghY and
swam seawards, tryingto tow it
.after them.

A third machinegun burst
killed Mclaren, shredded the
'dinghy, and took off Graetz's
ear lobe.

Graetz began swimming west-
ward, and last saw Maloney
swimming out to sea.

As Graetz swam, the JaPa-
nese on the beach sti l l  took
spasmodic shots at him, but
.eventually he was carried far
enough out to be hidden bY
waves.

When he eventuallY came
ashore near But jettY' a JaPa-
nese soldier was sitting on the
beach about 100 metres awaY,
but seemed to take no notice of
him.

Weak from loss of blood from
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An Australian Beaufort in the skies over New Guinea
during World War ll

On May 24 he found a truck
that seemed serviceable, so he
puUed the electrical wiring out
of it.

That night the airman slePt.
under a large tree, sharing it
with two Japanese who retired
for the night onthe other side of
its trunk.

Next morning he awoke to
find his "comPanions" had
already departed.

Graetz began walking again,
and saw an elderlY JaPanese
coming towards trim who did
nothing as theY Passed on a
creek crossing.

At another creek clearing he
walked past six enemy soldiers
who merely looked at him and
said nothing.

"severaimore (JaPanebe)
wer€ met, all walking eastward
a long  the  t rack , "  G rae tz
reported.

ile saw another 20 soldiers
iesting with arms Piled in a
clearing, but theY did nothing
but sit up as he walked Past.

Next day 20 JaPanese working
on a bridge called out to him,
but when he ignored them theY
resumed their work.

About  100 JaPanese were
bathing and washing clothes in
the Anumb River, and while
crossing it at a narrow Point he
a lmos t  ran  i n to  a  g roup
working on a road.

That night he slePt under a
large log in heavY rain.

Mav 2? was uneventful, but
on Miv 28 he met odd JaPanese
so ld i6 rs  on  the  t rack  who
s e e m e d  t o o  t i r e d  t o  b e
interested in him.

While he was trying to cross
the Danmap River, two Ameri-
can Airacobra fighters swooPed
over him, and then returned,
waggling their wings.

He waved his Parachute in re-
turn, and waited there thinking
they might send a Catalina
flying boat to rescue him.

But two American PT boats
appeared and took h im on
board.

Flying Officer Graetz was
late i  awarded the Mi l i tarY
Cross for his outstanding cour-
age, initiative and comPlete
disrega.rd for his own safetY.
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The invisible man
of PNG campaign

h is  wounded  ea r ,  G rae tz
crawled under a bush and laY
the re  wa tch ing  JaPanese
guards being Posted along the
beach before dusk.

He fell asleep, but woke agein
about  1Opm to hear motor
vehicles pessing along a road
behindthebeach.

He spent the morning of MaY
2l watching fiendlY fighters set
his Beaufort alight bY strafing
before collaPsing for the rest of
the day through loss ofblood'

On the third daY he decided to
trv to reach But airstriP and on
t l i e  way  found  two  bomb
craters filled with clean water.

Having had nothing to drink
for two days, he laY in one of the
craters for several hours drink-
ing la,rge amounts of water.

He reached But striP in the
afternoon and insPected it '
f ind ing i t  P i t ted wi th large
bomb Craters, without seeing
any Japanese.

He decided to try to travel
westward by night, but almost
walked into an enemy sentry

q-/'?r

sitting loolring seawards at the
mouth of Manib Creek.

"f sat down near him. He
didn't challenge, so I crawled
off the beach," Graetz said later
in  h is  EscaPe and Evas ion
Report.

draetz woke on MaY 23 to try
to bui ld a raft  from emPtY
drums and coconut logs, but it
col lapsed when he tr ied to
launch it.

Walking along the beach, the
airma4 came upon a camou-
flaged 3 inch (?.62cm) wheeled
gun pointing seaward from an
open-backed emPlacement.-"51 

severd handfuls of sand
down the muzzle and in the
b r e e c h  m a c h a n i s m , ' :  h e
reported later.

iVandering a,round But striP
that afternoon, Graetz found a
waterproof sheet and a si lk
parachute in which to wrap
himself at night.

Whi le  ba th ing  in  a  bomb
c r a t e r  h e  s a w  3 0  a r m e d
J a p a n e s e  t r o o p s  m o v i n g
around the base of a hill, but
again went undetected.


