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MED-AIR
BEAUFORT
COLLISION

by Robert Kendall Piper, Canberra Member 13760.

During a f Iving programme and demonstrat ion f or
accredited \4,ar coirespondents and photographers,
t\^'o BeauforLs. from a formation of three, had a
spectacular mi4air col l is ion which was recorded on
f i im. The accident occurred at 10 a. m. AWil 14, '1943,

or,er Jerv' is Bar,,  N.S.W. Al l  three torpedo bombers
were from RAAF Station, No,vra.

The f i lm sequence has been viewed on numerqls
occas ions  recent lv ,  inc lud ing  a t  the  commencement
o t  the  T , \ , .  ser ies  , ,THI5  FABULOUS CENTURY, , .  A Iso
at the end of the three part documentary '1 ' INCS

OVER AUSTRALIA". Eric Bieve of Fox Movietone
i\elr's rvas the photographer who captired the nol
famq:s tragedy on f i lm.

Earl ier in the morning the Beauf orts had carr ied out
a series of "dumml' runs and torpedo attacks against

Only 16 metres above the watets of lervis Bay, N.S.W.
A9-27 leads the tight "V" tormation.

A9-268. after collision rolls over and hits the watel
nose first. A9-27, a'lter climbing vertically to 130
metres, stalls and plunges down.

HMAS Burra-bra, on which the media were stat ioned.
As a f inale the three bombers commenced a high
speed (185 knot; lo,rr level run past the ship and
init iated a "Prince of Wales" breakup. (This
manoeuvre consists of the lead aircraft cl imbing
steeplv af ter a high speed pass w hi le his N o. 2 and 3 in
the formation execute steep cl imbing turns to the left
and r ight)

Hor,l'ever, ip a combination of small errors, A9-268's
t the  Beaufor t  c loses t  to  the  sh ip )  le f t  w ing t ip  co l l ided
with rhe ieader's t .A9-27) Iat l  as he pul led up vert ical l i - .
The f ormer immediatelv rol led over, struck the water
nose f irstand disintegrated. 49-27 ccntinued in a near
vert ical cl imb to' i30 metres above the sea, stal led and
fel l  vert icai ly. Al l  crew members on both Beauforts
were ki l led and the wreckage sank to the bottom cif
the bay in 30 metres of water. The crews were:
A9-268 (Beaufort c/osesr to the ship)
623 Fl ight Lieutenant D.C. Dey (Pi lot)
408149 Pilot Off icer R.L. 5olomon

(w ireless operator / air gu nner)
407561 Pilot Off icer. l .  Norman

(wireless operator/ air gu nnerJ
410093 5gt H.S.C. Richardson

(w ire less operator/a ir gu nner)
49-27 (Leaci aircraft)
408110 F ly ing  Of f i cer  R.5 .  Creen (P i loq
409118 Flying Off icer lr4.F. Hoban (Navigator B)
4Oe077 Sgt E.W. Sw,eetman {WOAC)
409976 5et A.J. Bai ley(WOAC)

Only  F ly ingOf f  i cerSch lank ,  the  capta in  o f  the  th i rd
aircrafg and his crew reurned that morning

Last year the thrott le quadrant from one of the
bombers was recovered by divers and is no,ll at the
Naval Muszum, No,ryra.

A9-27 at the moment ol impact.
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a In 4g-268:
{lieht Lieutenant D.G. Dey (pilot),
Pilot Officer R.L. Solomon 

-(wirelesC

operator/air gunner), pilot Officer J.
Norman (w_ireless operatoriair gunner),
and Sgt. H.S.c. Richardson twirelesC
operator/air gunner).

Only Flying Officer Schlank. the
captain of the third aircrafr, and his
crew returned that morning when a
lrlgtc. paCe of pictorial history un_
rolded.
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* THE three Beauforts come in low and fast to execute a
manoeuure, with the lead plane climbing steeply and the

other tuto climbing away to each s{di.
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By NOLA aATEs

RECENTLY, two RAAF officers on
s ventut€-ttuining project, spent o
week scubo-diving off the NSW
coost in o fruitless seorrh for two
missing bombers.

- The planes collided spectacularly in
front of cameramen Ua-ct< in tgel anO
local scuba divers have since, at times,
sighted the wreckage.

In fact, a throttle quadrant from one
of the aircraft was recovered some
years ago and now resides in the Naval
Museum at Nowra.

But despite a thorough underwater
check of lhe area, to wfiich thev were
directed by locals. the RAAF men
found no trace of the aircraft.

Of course, tides, sanddrifts and the
problem of deceptive distances at sea
could have all intluenced theA search.
and caused miscalculations.

The underwater bunt recatls an inci-
dent c&ich has been seen on.newsreels
and which appeared at the beginning
of the TV series This Fabuloui
Century and at the end of the 3-part
documentary, Wings Ouer Australia.

It happened on April 14. 1943.
Durin$ a flying prcigram and demon-

stration for aecredited war correspon-
dents and photographers aboard a
Navy vessel, three Beaufort bombers
from the RAAF station at Nowra flew
over the coastline.

T\ro of the aircraft in the formation
had a spectacular mid-air collision
which was recorded on film. Eric Bieve
of Fox Movietone News was the photo-
grapher who captured the now-famous
tragedy with his movie camera.

The crash occurred at l0 a.m.. but
earlier in the morning the Beauforts
had carried out a series of "dummv"
runs and mock torpedo attacks for the
cameras.

As a finale, the three bombers com-
meneed a high speed (18b knot) low
level run past the ship and initiated a
"Prince of Wales" breakup. (This
numoeuvre coruists of the lead aircraft
climbing steeply after a high speed
pass wtrile his No 2 and 3 in ttre
formation execute steep climbing
turns to the left and right).

However, in a combination of small
errors the wingtip ofAg-26g caught the
tail of the leader (A9.2?) as he pulled
up vertically. The former immediatelv
rolled over, struck the water nose nrst
and disintegrated.

_!9:27. coltinued in a near vertical
climb to 130 metres aUove tne iei,stallgd and fell vertically.

All crew members on both Beauforts
were killed and the wreckage,ank1;
the bottom of the bay in Jdmetres oi
water.
. The watchers were stunned and
horrif,ed, but nothing could be done.
Ine crews were:

a In the lead aircraft. A9_2?:



L

* ABOVE: With its tail sheored ojJ, it hit the water beJore the other splash had subsided.
* BELOW: lt disappeared, with iie first plane, into a watery graue' 30 metres down.


