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TflIS Bf,AUFORT
bomber; lost in
h e a v y  w e a t h e r ,
was forced to land
on a strip of beach
near a sky-walch-
ing post "up north."
Found wandering
in the rain by sta-
tion personnel. the
erew was brought
in and their plight
r e ported. Whiie
salvage men 'were
on lheir way the
tide came in cover-
ing the nose of the
planq. Here ab-
origines are seen
i n s p e c t i n g  t h e
undercarriage after
the tide had re-

eeded.

I l I B  F O R C E
P E R S O N N E L ,
sent to salvage
the plane, de-
cided it had to
be moved eight
mlles along the
b€ach to solid
gmund before it'
c o u l d  b e  d i s -
mantled. This wa;
done by a willing
feam of about 150
aborigines - men,
w\omen and chil-
dren. some of
wbom are seen
above taking ofi
part of the tail
onit. Right: To
gufde the plane
during its eight-
miles' journey. this
deYice was fixed lo

the tail.
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ln the Far North aborigines helped the

VAOC to salvage a Beaufort- They worked

with a song and saved t30'000.

NE wet morning the watchers
at a North Q'land VAOC Post
looked at the skv.

At  about 11.10,  the dro.e of

an aircraft was heard and up went the

cry "Plane." The aborigines about

the otace have wonderful hearing and

rrr"i ly the observers have at least 1

minutes  no t ice  be fore  the  p lane is  seen '

Today, the aircraft was overhead be-

fore the observers knew if; but the

olane could not be seen through the

ivercast and it was heard circling for

nearlv half an hour and in that t ine

it wa; seen only once' "That chaP is

looking for the strip" said the Chief

Obser rer  (Mr  F  Cane)  to  h is  w i fe '

Soon afterrvards the Control Post

radio advised that a Plane was down

on the  beach some mi les  nor th  o f  the

DOSt.- 
A boat complete with medical kit,

food, and hot drinks was readY to

leave within half an hour. However,

jus t  as  Mr  Cane was about  to  s tep  in to

the dinghy, another crY went uP

"White L"t .o-itg." The crew of

the plane had met one of the station

hanJs who was out sPearing 6sh.

Thev wete wet and wearY but after

hot baths, 3 change of clothing and

hot tea and scones, they told how they

had seen the house momentarilY

through 
" 

b.eat< in the clouds. Then

or ,""i.g the beach, theY had decided

MNG{ t' x'tiivtl

to Dut down as there was less than 30

- inu tes '  f  ue l  supp ly  le f  t .

The beach at this Point was onlY

30 vards wide at low tide, but srrch

a good land ing  was made tha t  the  c rew

hJ not even got wet feet out of it.

Returning to the wireless, the ob-

,.rt"r. ,"po.ted, "!7e have them here

and all are safe. r}7'e are now going

to see *hat we can do about the plane'"

"Okav" came the rePlY, "the crash

launch has left here and they expect

to get to you abour eight tonight.

Have fares burning at the anchorage

and the plane, in case theY miss the

house. "
Horses were brought and off theY

started on a 9 mile trip in the rain'

As they approached the sPot where

the olane had beet left, there was a

qroan f rom the  p i lo t .  "What 's  the  mat -

Ie r?"  they  asked.  " I  thought  I 'd  le f r

the plane high and dry but I haCn't

.or"id"t"d the north-western tides and

surf ."
The aircraft was now in the surf, its

nose almost under the waves and the

tail almost out of sight, dragged down

bv ouicksands.' 
"Sh.'. a write-o# now," said the

pilot- So work was started to take out

the instruments, wireless and guns.

After salvaging all moveable parts,

the party waited unti l 4 am for the

crash launch to arrive, but as it did
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not turn uP they all returned to the

house and to  bed-

At  8 . lO the  c rash  launch ar r i ved

wi th  11  on  board- l5  ex t ra  fo r  b reak-

fast. \X/hen thev set out to look at the

Beaufort they found that it had gone

down sti l l  further into the treachetous

snds.
It was decided thar with the aid of

all rhe aborigines who could be mus-

rered ,  i t  - igh t  be  poss ib le  to  d rag  the

olane clear of the snds and uP to

i-, inh orot.d above the tides. Later

,h i t  t i ch t  w i th  a l l  ava i lab le  ropes  and

over lOio aborigines and 3 whites, the

olane was moved 20 feet. Three times

i ! r "  ,op" ,  b roke  dur ing  t  hours  o f  hard

grue l l ing  work .  Back  a t  the  s ta r ion

i t  * "s  g r " " t "d  by  the  c rew o f  the  c rash

launch-  *h ich  had been fo rced back

bv  w ind  and h igh  seas .

An early tea thar night was inter'

rup ted  bv  a  c rv  o f  "Launch coming ' '

, rd  u ro th" ,  launch b igger  than the

6rst with 7 on board arrived at the an-

chorage. The new arrivals joined-, in

the m1"1, making 22 visitors in all-

more than had ever sat down at one

time in the history of the homestead'

The R & SIJ oficer decided that it

* 'ould be irnpossible to load the parts

of the plane if tatcen to pieces where

it was and that it would be necessary

to haul it along the beach for about

8 miles. That 
-night 

it was moved l

niles but then had to be left as the tide

*'as coming in and softening the sand.

A bullock from the station was kil led,

roasted and eaten barbecue style on

the  spor  wh. re  rhey  camPed t i l l

morn ing .
The next night, sti l l  in teeming rain,

the rescuers made their third try, and

this time were determined to move the

plane j ust where thev wanted it<ver

i  m i les  o f  beach and a  c reek .  Four

ropes  were  made fas t  and 130 abor i -

g ines  conpr is ing  100 odd *omen and

.h i ld . " .  and 30  nen,  s t re tched a long

them.  To he lp  the  work  a long when

thev  became d iscouraged the  LAC

started a sonq and with wil l and de-

termination, they started to pull. The

b lack  s tockmen len t  the i r  horses  bur

as  these had no t  been broken to  har -

ness, they had to be used the same

*'ay as cattle are bronced on the run'

Needless to sav the men rode while

the women did the work As the Parry

sns  and cheered.  rhe  P lane moved

a lo ig  the  beach and bounced over  the

creek.

Then w i th  the  he lP  o f  6  abor ig ines

and the LAC, the R & SU oficer set

to -ork dismantling the plane' Within

6 weeks all the components were reacly

co be shipped to base for overhauling

"^d 
r".ri"*bli.g. Loading presented

its own problems and some of the ways

t.d -...t used would have seemed

verv novel where cranes and lifts are

"t"i l .bl.- 
However, nothing was

b.ok"t or lost and today this Beaufort

0irs 
"g"it-" 

clear i10,000 saved f-or

th. RIAF by the co-operation of- the

VAOC outpost and its wil l ing dark-

skinned helpers.

The abos  rece ived the i r  reward  in

unexpected fashion when a few weeks

later a sister Beaufort from the same

_.*= _ *^;;**&iL,r.


