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R.A.A.F. PLANE 
CRASHES. 

PILOT LANDS BY 
PARACHUTE. 

Accident in Cloud. 

When an R.A.A.F. plane went into 
a 280-miles-an-hour dive over the 
rugged Megalong Valley, in thick 
cloud, yesterday, Pilot L. 0. Webber, 
who was the only occupant., saved 
himself by using his parachute. 
He came down on the branch of a 

tree about 14 feet from the grouir, 
unbuckled the harness of the para-
chute, climbed down the trunk, and 
walked to a farmhouse, from which he 
calmly reported the crash. 

The pilotless plane continued its dive to 
the ground, and buried Itself in the side of 
a ridge about two miles from Mr. W. Ward's 
farm. 

Three planes set out, from La.vcrton (Vic.) 
for a new Air Force training area yesterday 
morning, and they encountered no unusual 
flying condi! ions Until over the Blue Moun-
tains. As Webber was not carrying a wireless 
operator, he had been instructed before leaving 
Laverton to keep the flight-leader, Flying-
Officer Black, in sight and not to fly through 
any cloud. 

PILOT'S STORY. 
"When we reached the Blue Mountains we 

ran into snow, sleet, and heavy cloud," said 
Webber last night. "I momentarily lost sight 
of the flight-leader, and then caught a glimpse 
of him again. I thought I saw him signal 
me to make a turn, and I started to follow 
him around. I then lost him again. Now 
and again I could see the tops of the ridges. 
I realised the risk of colliding with either 
of the two other machines in the flight. I 
had no map of the area. 

"I made a couple of circuits and then 
Suddenly saw a ridge ahead. 	I was well 

-below Its top. 	I pulled the stick back and 
Started to climb, but after a few seconds 
he machine went into a spin and then into 

dive. 	The cloud was very thick. 	All 
e time there was in my mind the risk of 

2olliding with my friends, so when the machine 
was in the dive I jumped. 

"When I jumped the machine was at about 
1,000 feet. When I fell through the cloud 
It was not pleasant not knowing where I 
was going, but after a while I broke through 
Into clear air." 

Mr. 0. 14. Watford, of Katoomba, who was 
working in a gravel quarry near Narrow 
Neck Road at the time of the crash, said 
that he first heard the engines of three 
planes. 	A few minutes later he heard a 
loud crash in the valley. 	Two machines 
then started to circle overhead in the cloud, 
but he could not see them. After about 10 
minutes they flew away. 

WRECKAGE OVER HALF A MILE. 
The wreckage of the crashed plane was 

scattered over an area of half a mile. The 
propeller was buried deep in the earth and 
the engine was severely damaged. 

An Air Force salvage unit, under the com-
mand of Wing-Commander Seekamp, reached 
the scene of the crash in the afternoon. 
When a tender, with a number of aircraft-
men, arrived early last night, Webber volun-
teered to lead them to the scene of the crash 
with torches. He was very calm after the 
experience, but was worried because a machine 
had been destroyed. 

The crash took place about four miles 
north-west of the place where Roderick Julius, 
33 (son of Sir George Julius), and Clarence 
Stumbles, 32, were killed when on their way 
to Orange to an air pageant. 

(Picture of Crash, Page 12.) 
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Parachute Jump 
In Air Crash 

Webber landed on a tree a mile from 
where the plane crashed, and was not 
hurt. 

The plane crashed and cae:'it fire 
at the foot of a 1400ft. cliff in the 
valley. 
Webber was flying over New South 

Wales mountain country for the first 
time, and had neither maps nor radio 
assistance. 

He said the plane carried radio equip-
ment, but because he was flying solo 
there was no one to operate it. 

Snowing Heavily 
After the crash, Webber said:— 
"We were keeping good formation 

until we came near the mountains. 
"Because the flight leader's machine 

was the only one with a radio opera-
tor, our instructions were to stick close 
to him and on no account to fly through 
or above cloud. 

"We were doing our best to keep 
together and under the cloud base 
when we found ourselves in a steep 
valley. - 

"Our leader, Flying-Officer Black, 
signalled a turn. The cloud was 
coming down around us. It was 
snowing heavily, and the wings were 
covered with snow. 
"I followed th6 leader through the 

turn. He seemed to make a very tight 
one,-and I presumed we were going to 
head back. 

"The other two machines came out, 
of the turn slightly ahead of me. and 
I lost them. They vanished into a 
bank of snow, sleet, and rain. 

Had No Maps 
"I hadn't any idea where I was. I 

was the first time I had flown over 
this part of New South Wales%  and 
I hadn't any maps. 

"I circled the valley. There were 
tall cliffs above me on both sides. The 
tops of these cliffs were lost in the 
cloud. I was not very high over the 
trees. 

"I then climbed steeply. I hoped, 
to get height and fly towards the coast' 
until I could get some sort of bearings. 

"I hadn't climbed far when the 
left wing went down and I realised 
the machine was going into a spin. 

	

"I, tried 	aull_ber _hat. 
as showing 280 

p. 
ur. It would have taken at leas 

,4  indicator 'w 	 mile 

feet to straighten the bus, and 
I didn't have it. 

• I bailed out. I had a hard tin 
ng out of the cockpit, but on 
head and shoulders were clear th 

pstreatn caught my coat and lifted, 
e clear. 

( It was a rather peculiar feeling a 
first. Just floating in wet, soft cloud. 
Now and then snow blew into my face., 

Landed In Tree 
"Suddenly I came through the cloud.' 

There was no sign of the machine but 
I saw the other two planes circling 
above. I hoped they had seen me. 

"I realised I must land in timbered, 
country, so I had a look for the nearest 
farm. 

"I landed in the top of a tree. The 
parachute caught, and I was left hang-
ing about 14 feet from the ground. 

"I climbed down the tree and walked 
about two miles to a farmhouse. From 
there I rang Richmond." 

The machine Is a wreck.  

returned to Cootamundra. 
Webber joined the R.A.A.F. in Feb-

ruary. He completed his elementary 
training at Archerfield (Queensland, 
before transferring to Point Cook (Vie, 
toria) for his intermediary course. 
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Pilot-Officer Ronald Webber made a parachute 
landing before an R.A.A.F. plane crashed in Mega-
long Valley, Blue Mountains, yesterday. 
It was the first time he had' The other machines in the fornaatiou 

made a parachute jump. 

Parsehute ,fwnffip R:A.A.F.' PIAI\II
trn Air Crssh CRASHIiS.

Pllot-Olficer Roncld Webber mcrde cl pqrcchute
Icrnding before crn B.A.A"F. plcnre crashed in Megcr-
Iong Vclley, Blue Mounlcring, yesterdcry.

It wae the flrst ume he hadl_^fle-oiturtachlnerlgirtctorsstloi
made a parachute lump.

returncd toCootamun<ba
Webber Jolned tlle R.A.AI. ln Feb:
ary. Eo cornpleted hls elementarrWebber laoded on. tne€ s rrtle trcr4lru8ry.
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PtrL,O'T I,AI\DS BY.
I'ARA(IT{UTIi.

Accident in Cloutl.

lVhen an B..A.A.F. plane rverrt Into
a 280-mlles-an-hour r l ive over the
mggod l l lega,Ioug Valley, in thick

, clorrd, yesterday, I ' i lot L. G. lVebber,
rvho u'a,s the only occupant, saved
himself by using his parachuto.
He came dorvn  ou  the  brauch o f  a

bree about 14 feet from the grouqd,
uubuckled tlre harness of the pafa-
chute, cl imbed down the trunk, and
walked to a farmhouse, from which he
calmly reported the crash.

The pilotle.as plane continucd lts dlve [o
bhe grouncl, and buried ltself in tlre side of
a. ridge about two miles from Mr. W. Ward's
farm.

Thrce Dlf,ncs set out frolll Laverton (V10.)
for R nerv nlr Folce trainitrg area yesLarday
morning. a,lld lhey enrrorrntered no unusual
f ly l t rg cotrd j l ions unt i l  ovel  t l re Bl l le  Motnl-
taills. As Webbel rvas not ca.rrf ilig a wirele.s..
operator, he hatl been insl,ructed before leaving
Laverton to ke€p the fliglrb-leader, Flying-
Omcel' Black, in sight aud not to fly ilrrough
any cloud.

PII,OT'S STOI?,Y.

"When rve reached the Blue Moilntalns rve
ren into sno!", sleet, and heavy cloud," said
Webber last night. "I momentarlly lost sight
of the flight-leader, and then caught a glimpse
of him agaln, I thouBht I saw hlln slgnal
n1e to moke a turn, end I Started to follow
him around. I then lost hlm aEain. Now
and again I coulrl sec t.he tops of- llrc ridgcs.
I I'edlised the llsk of collidine lvlth either
oI  the t$ 'o ot l rer  nrRchlne.s ln lhe nis l r ( , .  I
had no mal)  of  the area.
,  " I  mnde a couplc of  c l reul ts and then I

Cuddcnly se.w e l idEe Rlread.  I  was r l 'e l l
5elow lls top. I pullcd lbe stick back and
.$tarted t{r climtr, but a.fter ft few seconds-he 

machihe werr t  into a sFin and t .hen lnto
dive. t hc cloud lr,n.s verv tltick. All

_- .e t lme there u 'as l l r  mv mind the r lsk of
.lolltding wlth lny frielrd.s, so lr'helt the machine
'va.s ln the cllve I Jumped.

"When I  jumped the nrachine w[.s a[  about
1,000 feet. When I fell throush the cloud
It, rvas. hot flleessnt not kuowlng where I
lvas gqlng, but after a whlle I br.oke thl'ough
lhto c leRr t . l r . "

Mr. O. H. Walford, of KAtodrnbll., who wa^s
worklng in n g lavel  q l tnr l 'y  near Narrow
Neck Rond at  the t ime of  the crash,  snld
that he flrst heard the enElnes of lhree
plarres. A few mlnut.e.s latel he lteel'd a
loud crash fil the valler'. Two nrachlnes
then star ted to c l rc le overhead in Lhe eloud.
but he could not see then. Alter about l0

lmhrutes 
ihey flew away.

I WRECKAGE OVER rrALF A MrLE.
I The wreckage oI the frashed plane was
I scattered over an area of half a, mlle, The
I propeller was buried deep ln the earth and
I the engine was severely damaged.
I An Air Force salvage unlt, under the cotn-
mand of Wlng-Commander Seekamp, reached
the scene of the crash in the afternoon.
When a t€nder, with a humber of aircrnft-
men, alrtved early last nighi, Webber volun-
teered to lead them to the scene of the crash'\tlth torches. He wa.s very calm after tlre
experiehce, but tvas worried because a machine
had been destrot'ed.
, The crash took piace about four mlles
north-west of the pla.cc where Roderick Juliue ,
33 (son of Sh' George Julius), and Clarence
Stumbles, 32, were killed when on thelr way
to Orang€ to An alr pageant.

(Picture of Crash, Page I2.)

rurt. lbeforc transferrlng to Polnt CooL (Vtc-
The plrnc crarhcd aad eaciht Orc ltorlal for hls lntermedlary coruse.

at the'loot ot a t+OOlt. olifl-in thc I

hurt.

valley.

*y':lg""gH,f 'S$"t#'r#"[."*#:tl-ha*?2t161ffi/fuN€v/
blure, and had nelther rheps nor radio
a.sslstance.

He sald tAe plane carrled radlo equlp-
mont, bui bedause h€ was flylDg aolo
ttrere was no onc to operet€ lt.

Snowing Heovily
After tho crash, Webber reld:-
"wo were keeplng good lormatlon

unlll we came near l'ba rcwrtol$&

7.ro-E6

was the only one 'wlih a ro
tor. our tutructlons wete to
to hlm and on no accounC to fly through I

&bovc cloud., I
We were dolng our Dc!9 to LeeP
e[her and unilcr tlro cloud bass

jor abovc cloud.

toge[her and unilcr firo cloud baso
. wlien we tound ounolves ln a 8t€ep

"Becau!6 the tllght leadcr'! machhe
rs the onlv one vlih a radlo opore-
r. our lnstiuctlons wete to gt'lck close
hlm and on no accounC to flY through

valley.
"Our leader, Flflnt-Oiltcsr Dlaot'

rlrnrllcd r iurru Thc oloud vsr
comtnc dogrr sround ur. ft was
snowln-g heavlly, tnd lhc wlngt werc
covcrcd vllh rnow.

Londed In Tree l
_'Suddenly I came throu8h the cloud.'

There was no slgn of tbe machtne, but,
f saw Lhe othCr two planes clrillnc
cbove. I hoped the,y haa seen me.

"f realised I murt land tn tlmbered,
country, so I had a look tor ttre Fearest'tarm.

"I landed ln the top of a tree. Tlre
parachute caught, and I was left hang-
lng about 1{ fcet, from the glound.

"I cllrnbed down the tree and walked
about two mlles fu a farmhorxe. From
thele tr rang Rlclrmond,'
, ,The mnchlno lr a nrooL

K,,

'a tollowed thd leader throush th(
:turn. IIe aeemed to make s Yery ttght
ione,-End f presumed we wgr€ go$rS toi
lbead back.

I -'T1" . gll.:, *lo-,s:*s"1,"*" -TlI l[€ u!!Er ]wg SqqlrlE! vrrso ggrl

iof the turn sllahtly ahead ol me. snd
lI lost them. They venlshed lrto al
I bank ol Bnow, 6l€€t, and r8tn. I

i  Hod No Mops !
i "I hadn't any tdea wherc I war. ItI
lwag the flrst tlrne f had flown overl
Ithls part of New Eouth Wrles. a,ndl'I hadn'l &ny maps. t

"f clrcled the valley. There wero
Itall cllfis above rrre on both stdes. The
tops of these cllfls were l,ost ln the'clond. I was not very hlgh over the

i tree8.
i "I then cllmbecl rteeply, I hoped,
ito get h€lght and fly towbids Ure c<iastl
luntll I could get some rort ol bear'lngx.
| "I hailn't cllmbcd far wben tbo
I left wlnr went dosn and f resllsedt the machlne was golng lnfo a sptn.
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PLANE CRASH IN VIEGALONG VALLEY. 

The wreckage of the R.A.A.F. plane which crashed after the pilot, Pilot-Officer L. G. Webber, 
had abandoned it while flying over the Megalong Valley, Blue Mountains, in bad weather 

yesterday. The pilot made a safe descent by parachute. 
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CONSERVING OUR PLANES. 

There are some features about tl;te 
latest R.A.A.F. accident in regard to 
which the public might justifiably feel 
some disquiet. Three planes set out 
from Laverton, Victoria, for a new 
training area, and their course took 
them over the Blue Mountains, whose 
deep ravines, and changeable weather 
make them Ale of the most forbidding 
areas in Australia for aviation. Yet 
the pilot of one of the planes had no 
wireless operator and no map of this 
particular region. The instructions 
given him in order to compensate for 
these deficiencies—to keep the flight-
leader in sight and not fly through 
cloud--served the purpose well enough 
until they reached the mountains, when 
it became almost impossible to fly any-
where except through cloud. The inevi-
table result was that he did lose sight 
of his leader, and subsequently,• when 
he got into difficulties and the plane 
went into a spin, he "baled out." 

Although he landed safely, the valuable 
plane he was flying was completely 
wrecked. No one doubts that acci-
dents are unavoidable in Air Force 
training, especially under conditions of 
stress attending a rapid expansion of 
activities in war-time, but this accident 
appears to be one that might have 
been avoided. That a pilot should set 
out inadequately equipped for a long 
flight over some particularly hazardous 
country suggests laxity somewhere or 
a miscarriage of administration. At 
present hundreds of young men 
are prevented from beginning their 
R.A.A.F. training because of the short-
age of planes. To preserve those we 
have is, therefore, of the utmost im-
portance. Not only, training of men 
for Empire service ins to be considered, 
but also the defence needs of Aus-
tralia itself, and the public will expect 
the authorities to take adequate pre-
cautions against the repetition of such 
an accident as that in the Megalong 
Valley. 
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-EOiISNNVING OUR PLANES.

There al'e some reatures about t 'he
latest R.A.A.F. acciclent ln regard to

wlrich the public gliglqt justiflably feel

some dlsqulet. Thre'e planes sct out
from Laverton, Victoria, for a new

trainlng area,, and l,heir course took

thenr ovet the Blue Mountalns, whose
deen ravines. and changeable weather
n-rake them che of the mosi forbidding
areas in Australia f or aviatlon' Yet

the pilot of one of the Pianes had no

wireless operator aud no map of this
particular region. The lnstrucLions
given hll in order to compensate for
ihese deflciencies-to keep the flight-
leader in sight and r-rot f ly throttgh
ciourl--servecl the purpose well enongh
until lhey reached the morrntains, when
il, became almost lmpossible to fly any-
whcre except throttgh cloud. The inevi-
table result was that he dld lose sight
of his leader, and subsequently,'when
he got into dlfflculties and the plane

went  in to a sPin,  he "baled out ' "

plane which crashed after the pilot, Pilot-Officer L. G. Webber,
over the Megalong Valley, Blue Mountains, in bad weather
The pilot made a safe descent by parachute.
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I  al t t ' rough he landed safely'  the valuaDre

I plane he was f lylng was completely

lwrecked. No one doub['s that accl-
I  clenl,s are unavoldable in Alr Force

training, especial iy under condibions of

stress atteuding a rapid expansion of

activities in war-tlme, but this accident

appears to be one that might have

been avoided. Ttrat a pilot shottld set

out inadequately equipped for a long

flight over some particularly hazardous

eountry suggests laxity somewhere or

a miscarriage of administrat ion' At

present htrndreds of Young men

are prevented trpm beginning their

R.A.A.F. training becattse of the short-

age of Planes. To Preserve those we

have, is, therefore, 9f the utmost im-

por-tancc. Not onlyf i ie lrainlng of metr

ior Emplre service f; . is to be considered,

but al io the defence needs of Aus-

tral ia i tself ,  and the publlc wi l l  expect

the authorlt ies to take adecluate pre-

cautions against the repetltion of such

an accident as that in the Megalong

Valley.


