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“AEROBATICS AT LOW ALTITUDE’|
Witnesses’ Allegations at Swansea Inquest
Denial by Officer in Charge of Machines
Regulations Governing Pilots OQutlined !

Further Evidence to be Heard in Hobart

ALLEGAT]ONS that the Hawker Demon aeroplanes which
visited Swansea for a demonstration flicht on February
6, performed aerobatics at a very low altitude over the
township, were made by residents who gave evidence be-
fore the Coroner (Mr. W Hutchins) at the resumed inquest
at Swansea yesterday on the bodies of Mrs. Louisa Kate
Cotton and Miss Jean Cotton, who were killed when one of
the machines, piloted by Pilot Officer E. V. Lansell, failed
to rise clear of spectators at the aerodrome.

Mr. J. H. Airey, a schoolmaster, stated that the children
scattered when one of the machines dived towards the play-
ground, and it appeared as though it would strike a nearby
poplar tree. Another resident said that the vibration set up
by a Hawker Demon flying close overhead dislodged an al-
manac which he had tacked up in his business premises.

Flight-Lieutenant P. G. Heffernan, who was in charge of
the flight of Royal Australian Air Force machines on their
Tasmanian visit, denied that they had flown low over the
tcwnship. He was questioned at some length regarding tech-
nical matters, and expressed the view that 500ft. would be
the minimum safe height for flying level over a township
such as Swansea.
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The noise attracted his attention, and
he went outside. He thought one of the
machines would hit a big gum tree near
the Commercial Bank premises. It ap-
peared to him that one of the aeroplanes
was very little higher than the roof of
the school building. He believed that
if he had been standing on the top of
the blacksmith’'s shop adjoining his pre-
mises with a pole about 10ft. long, he
could have touched the machine. Wit-
ness considered that the machines were
flying too low, and they were a good deal
lower than other aeroplanes he had
seen flying at Swansea.

To Mr. Cox: He was not prepared to
state what was the actual cause of the
almanac falling down. He could not
state whether the machine was climb-
ing or descending before it reached the
gum tree,

To Mr. Wright: It seemed to him that
the noise created by the machines was
much louder than that of other machines
he had seen. They made “an ungodly
row.” That was one of the factors that
caused him to think that the machines
were flying very low.

AFRAID OF BEING STRUCK.

William Henry Lyne, pastoralist, of
Swansea, said he was standing about
three or four yards from Mrs. Cotton
at the time of the mishap. The first
machine rose to about 12ft,, then dropped
to about 3ft. It came towards the
spectators at the latter height, and
when a short distance from them it
rose suddenly. The third machine be-
haved in a similar manner, but pursued
a slightly different course as regards
direction. As far as he could see, the
machine did not make any attempt to
rise. When it got close to the spec-
tators, witness dropped to the ground
He could not give any accurate esti-
mate of the comparative speeds of the
three machines. The sound of the en-
gine of Lansell’'s aeroplane indicated
that it was functioning Properily.

AEROBATICS NOT INCLUDED.

|
Flight-Licutenant Patrick George ‘
Hefferna. said he had been seven years[
in the Royal Australian Air Force, flying
several different types of aircraft. He )
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SAW MACHINE DIVE
Schoolmaster’s Evidence

Made Children Séattér

Mr. G. L. Doyle (Page, Hodgman.
Seager., and Doyle), instructed by the
Crown Solicitor (Mr. A, "E. Banks
Smith), appeared for the olice Depart-
ment. Mr. W. Illis Cox (Dobson,
Mitchell and Allport) appeared for the
Commonwealth Government and Flight-
Lieutenant Heffernan and Pilot-Officer

McLean. Mr. R. C. Wright (Crisp and
SV'rieht) appeared for Pilot-Otficer
Lansell. Group-Captain A. T. Cole

was present on behalt of the Air Acci-
dents Investigation Committee.

John Holland Airey. schoolmaster at
Swansea, said that on February 6 he
watched the three Hawker Demon aero-
planes giving a demonstration flight.

One of the machines dived over the
school. It dived directly towards a
group of children who were standing
in the school grounds. The chil-
dren scattered, and his own little
daughter kept very close to him.

He could not state what height the
machine was from the ground. A few
minutes later one of the machines dived
down near a corner of the school
grounds, and as it rose it appeared to
witness as though it would strike a
poplar tree opposite the motor garage
of the Swansea and East Coast Motor
Co. The tree would not he more than
100 feet high. The other machines
Wwere divin, and climbing at intervals.

To Mr. Cox: He thought it undesir-
able that aeroplanes should come
down so close to children.

To Mr. Wright: He was giving the
children a lesson in the open, so that
they could see the aeroplanes wlien
they arrived.

WITNESSED DEMONSTRATION.

Josiah Archibald Cotton, pastoralist,
of Swansea, said that he was present
at the aerodrome when the Hawl‘{er
Demons were giving a demonstration
flight on February 6. He was stand-
ing about 40 or 50 yards from the big
stump, in the direction of the entrance
gate. There were ahout 80 or Y0 per-
sons present.  As the machines started

10 "'warm up tnhne crowd moved over
towards the fence, but was in approxi-
mately the same position after tne
machines moved off as it was imme-
diately Defore. The first machine
appeared to become air-borne after a
run of about 250 yards It rose a few
feet, and remained at that height till
about 50 yards from the spectators, then
rose gradually The second machine
did likewise, but the third machine
rose several feet, then appeared to drop
slightly, with the undercarriage about
two or three feet from the ground. It
remained at that height till the accident
happened, then rose very sharply From
the sound of the engine he would say
that it was functioning perfectly. From
an inspection of marks on the ground
subsequently he considered that the
right wing of the machine passed over
the stump. Witness spoke to Flight-
Lieut. Heffernan afterwards. He made
a gesture expressive of chagrin and
said, “To think that such a thing as this
should happen.” Witness added that be
could see the heads of the pilot and
observer as the machine approached

To Mr. Cox: He did not notice where
Mrs. and Miss Cotton were standing
when Lansell's machine started to take
off. The position of the spectators did
no! materially alter after the first ma-
chine took off When he spoke to
Flight-Lieutenant Heffernan. they were
both too upset to enter into any discus-
sion about possible causes of the mis-
hap.

To Mr. Wright: He would say that the
first two machines were about 30ft. up
when they passed over the spectators.

MADE LEAVES RUSTLE.

Hector Joseph Ford, employed at the
Bay View Hotel, said one of the Hawker
Demon machines passed over the middle
of the hotel at a height of about 150ft.

He saw one of the aercplanes pass so
close to an oak tree near the hotel that
the air current it created caused the
leaves to rustie and make a sound like
wind going through the tree.

To Mr. Cox: In his opinion. the lowest
any of the machines got when he was
watching them was about 150ft.

h ALMANAC DISLODGED.

Christopher William Bush, boot-
maker, said his shop was opposite the
Swansea State School. He heard the
Hawker Demon machines pass over.

The vibration created by the third
machine shook the building in which his
premises were situated, and an aimanac
which was tacked up on the window
frame was dislodged.

Hawker Demons which visited Swan-
sea and gave a demonstration on Febru-
ary 6. The visit of th> machines was
arranged following a request from the
Glamorgan Council. He reported to
the council clerk (Mr. J. D. Tanner)
and the Warden (Mr. L. Amos) on
arrival.

The Coroncr: What was the purposc
of the visit?

_\'\f'itness: To give demonstration
flights and let the public know some-
Fhing of the performance of the mach-
ines.

Would the demonstration include
aerobatics ?—It would include formation

flying over the town, but not aero-
batics.
Witness, continuing, said that the

three machines arrived in flight forma-
tion at a height of about 1,500ft. He
gave the signal to break formation. and
dived his machine in front of the Bay
View Hotel, along the beach. At no
stage was his altitude less than 100ft.
The Coroner: Is that an estimate?

_W'itness: Not exactly. There is a
time log in the altimeter for which one
makes allowance

Why did you dive vour machine?—
To show the people what the machine
would do.

. What would you say to the sugges-

tion that one of the machines dived
at a group of school children?—One
does not do aerobatics over a crowd.

Would you dive a machine over
houses?—It is impossible sometimes
to do aerobatics without going over
houses.

Witness denied that any of the three
machines performed aerobatics or
dived over the township, so far as
he observed.

. He said that if the engine had failed
it would have been possible to land the
machine on the beach or go.into the
sea. The speed of the machine at the
bo_ttom of a dive would be about 200
miles an hour. The closest his machine
had been to the group of school chil-
dren was about 200 yvards.

Mr. Cex: What would you say to a
s‘gatement that the vibration from one
of the machines shook a building and
dislodged an almanac?
~ Witness: I would be inclined to trest
it wvery lightly. The machine. would
have to be very close to the building to
cause that. I would be inclined to
disbelieve it.

The Coroner: How are you in a posi-
tion to disbelieve it?

Witness said that all the dives he

‘made were over the sea in front of the

hotel




Mr. Cox: What do you say to the
suggestion that the air current on omne
of the machines caused the leaves of
a tree to rustle?

Witness: 1 have never heard of a
slip stieam affecting anything on the
ground. The machine would have to
be very close to the tree, and defiect its
slip stream on to the tree.

DIVING QUITE SAFE.

Flight-Lieutenant Heffernan
that the high speed of the
would make diving quite safe.

Referring to the demonstration at
the aerodrome in the afternoon, wit-
ness said the machines were tested on
the ground. and he saw there was no
one in fiont of them before taking oft

The Coroner expressed doubt as
to the relevance of some of the ques-
‘t‘nons asked by Mr. Cox, and said:
What | want to know is why this
particular machine could not avoid
striking the deceased.”

~ The witness said that as he was tak-
Ing off his machine was bumped into
tl_le alr by a line of sags. He levelled
his machine, and flew parallel to the
ground for several seconds. When he
elevated his machine it was about 50 or
100 yards fiom the spectators. When
he passed over them his altitude was
about 30ft. It would be possible for
any pilot to see spectators on the
ground by looking over the left-hand
side of the machine. He had no dif-
hcu_lty in passing over the crowd. He
noticed that Lansell’s machine did not
become air-borne as quickly as his had
done.

In answer to further questions. wit-
ness stated that he disputed the state-
ment that the crowd did not alter its
position materially after his machine
took off He did not make any repre-
sentations about moving the crowd.
as to his mind they were quite

said
machine

safe
where they were standing He could
offer no explanation as to the marks

found on the ground near the stump
It was possible that the oil was splash-
ed from the undercarriage of the
machine.

GOVERNMENT'S DESIRE.

Mr. Cox said that. so far as the
Commonwealth Government was con-
cerned, it wished to place everything
possible at the Coroner’s disposal. If
any good purpose could be served by
arranging a further demonstration of
the Hawker Demon machine. it would
be done.

Questioned by Mr Cox with regard to
technical details, Flight-Lieutenant
Heffernan saic the Hawker Demon was
sluggish compared with other machines
of the type. That was due to its
weight. small wing area. and the fac:
that the engine did not develop its full
horse-power at ground level., but was
designed to give its best performance
at altitudes over 10.000ft. The torque
ot the engine created a noticeable swing
to the left when taking offt When on
the ground there was no forward view
As soon as the machine became air-
borne. an adjustment had to be made to
allow the machine to be flown level
An Air Force instruction was that once
the machine became air-borne it had to
be held level until full flying speed was
attained.

_Flight-Lieutenant

Heffernan =said

Was there afdything that appealed to
vou as dangerous before you took off ?—
No.

Witness stated that Hawker Demon

machines had been in use in Australia!
He had heen flying

since last August.

them since the beginning of the present '

year, and had had about 12 .
fiying in the machines prior to coming
to Tasmania. Pilot-Officer Lansell had
had about the same amount of experi-
ence or a little more.

The Coroner: Would you be acting
against orders in flying low or diving
over a town?

Witness: In these circumstances it
would not be. Our orders state thaf
a machine must not be tlown over a
populated area unless at such a height
that it can glide to a point outside the
area.

Flight-Lieutenant Heffernan said he
would regard 500ft. as the minimum sate
height when flying level over a township
like Swansea. The engines and con-
trols of all the machines were in perfect
crder so far as he knew.

The Coroner: You came here to give
a demonstration?

Witness: Yes.

Why did you not demonstrate over
the aerodrome instead of over the
township?—There was nobody at the
aerodrome in the morning. They did
not start to come out until the after-
noon. §

Is not the aerodrome the proper place
to perform aerobatics?—Our regula-
tions state aerobatics must not be per-
formed over an aerodrome unless at a
height of at least 6,000ft., and a dis-
tance of three miles from the aero-
drome. That would be useless from
the viewpoint of a demonstration.

Witnesses state that you were doing
aerobatics over the town?—They may
have meant that some of the dives were
started from a point a little inland.

Suppose somebody were ill or nervy?
—That would be unfortunate, but we
were asked to come here and give a de-
monstration, and we.did.

Because you were invited to give
a demonstration, you consider you
were entitled to dive and zoom over
the township at a low altitude?—No.
It would not be done at a low alti-
tude.

The schoolmaster has told us that
the children scattered when the mach-
ine dived towards them?—The
time we were at Swansea the children
ran for cover when we were 1,000ft. up.
(Laughter.)

If the .schoolmaster told the truth it
was contrary to your instructions?—:
suppoese so.

Can you offer any explanation as t
why these unfortunate fatalities occu
red?—Nothing at all, unless it was
combination of those circumstancesv a
possibilities that I have mentioned.

The Coroner pointed out that th:
was little possibility of concluding :
evidence that day, and adjourned
inquest until 2 p.m. on March 4
Hobart.

TH PARER 257 2.3,

hours of,

last |



possible at the Coroner’s disposal. If
any good purpose could be served by
arranging a further demonstration of
the Hawker Demon machine, it would
be done.

Questioned by Mr Cox with regard to
technical details, Flight-Lieutenant
Heffernan saic the Hawker Demon was
sluggish compared with other machines
of the type. That was due to its
weight. small wing area. and the faci
that the engine did not develop its full
horse-power at ground level. but was
designed to give its best performance
at altitudes over 10.000ft. The torque
ot the engine created a noticeable swing
to the left when taking off. When on
the ground there was no forward view
As soon as the machine became air-
borne. an adjustment had to be made to
allow the machine to be flown level
An Air Force instruction was that once
the machine became air-borne it had to
be held level until full flying speed was
attained.

Flight-lieutenant Heffernan said
that the runway at the Swansea aero-

drome was considerably smaller than
that used at Air Force landing grounds.
He regarded it as unsafe for machines
like the Hawker Demons.
The Coroner: Then why did you
come here?
Witness: We were ordered here
by headquarters.

The Coroner: The department had
measurements of the aerodrome. and,
knowing the length of the runway. sent
the machine to Swansea to give a de:
monstration? <

Witness: 1 did not actually sgy that
the aerodrome was unsafe, but 1 would
not like to be operating on it continually
owing to its rough surface.

The Coroner referred to an instrue-

tion issued to pilots by the Civil Avia-

tion Department in 1933 relating to

| accidents on aerodromes due to in-
. sufficient care being talken to avoid col-

i lisions

withh other aircraft, motor
vehicles, or pedestrians. He asked|
flight-Lieutenant Heffernan whether
the instruction applied to Air Force!
pilots.

The witness stated that such instruc-
tions were passed on to Air Force pilots
for reference purposes only.

“BOUND BY FLYING ORDERS.”

|
The Coroner: Do you take no co::-,
|

nisance or notice of them whatever?
Witness: No. ‘
Why?—We are bound by our flying

orders. |

The schoolmaster has told us that
the children scattered when the mach-
ine dived towards them ?—The last
time we were at Swansea the children
ran for cover when we were 1,000£t. up.
(Laughter.)

i If the schoolmaster told the truth it

was contrary to your instructions ?—:
suppose so.

Can you offer any explanation as t
why these unfortunate fatalities occul
red ?2—Nothing at all, unless it was

combination of those circumstances a
,possibilities that I have mentioned.

The Coroner pointed out that th:
was little possibility of concluding
| evidence that day, and adjourned
inquest until 2 p.m. on March 4
Hobart.
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VANSEA TRAGEDY CAUSE
STILL UNKNOWN

ALLEGATIONS OF AEROBATICS
OVER TOWN DENIED

Little licht was thrown on the circumstances which
caused the Hawker Demon aeroplane in charge of Pilot
Officer E. V. Lansell to fly among the crowd on the Swan-
sea aerodrome on February 6 and bring about the deaths
of Mrs. Kate Louisa Cotton and her daughter June, when
the inquest was resumed at Swansea yesterday.

“Allegations of diving tactics over the township and
low flying on the morning of the tragedy were made by
It was stated that one of three
visiting R.A.A.F. Demons caused the children in the state
A bootmaker said that his shop
vibrated because of the nearmess of a plane, and another
man declared that the leaves of a tree were stirred by
the draught created by a propeller.

Flight-Lieut. P. G. Heffernan, who was in charge of
the machines, denied the allegations, and said that diving
manoeuvres took place only over the sea.

The enquiry was adjourned to Hobart on March 4.

several local residents.

school yard to scatter.

The Hobart City Coroner (Mr. W.
utchins) presided. Mr. Leo Doyle,
structed by the Solicitor-General’s

spartment. conducted proceedings on
shalf of the police. Mr. R. C. wright
ypeared for Pilot-Officer E. V. Lan-
1, and Mr. W. Ellis Cox represented
e Commonwealth Government,
light-Lieutenant Heffernan, and Pilot
Feer D. McLean, who were associa-
.d with the flight. Group-Captain
drian Cole was present on behalf of
e Air Accidents’ Investigation Com-
littee, £

Schoolmaster’s Evidence

John Holland Alrey, schoolmaster, of
Swansea, said that thrés ’planes ap-
proached Swansgea about 10.45 a.m. on
February 6. They began 32 demon-
stration of diving over various parts
of the town, and one in particular
gived very close to the school.  “It
went very close to the children who
were playing in the schoolground,” he
said. “They scattered, and my Own
little girl kept very close to me. Two
or three minutes later oOne of them
dived down again, and in rising it
appeared as though it would strike
the poplar tree opposite the Swansea
garage.”

Answering Mr. Cox.
he understood that the 'planes had
vigited Swansea for demonstration
purposes. The school stood back from
tha beach, on a rise. He would not
agree with the statement that the
*planes when diving could Thave
turned out to sea at any moment.
Yhile he experienced no feeling of
alarm, he thought it was undesirable
that the machines should have ap-
proached so close to the children. He
eonld not glve an estimate as to
how far the 'plane was away from

witness said

the poplar tree when it commenced
%o Tise.
Witness informed M. Wright that

he was giving an open-air lesson to
enabie the children to ses the ’planes.

Made Mark on Stump

Josiah Archibald Cotton pastoralist,
of “The Grange,” sald he was 8 spec-
tator at the Swansea aerodrome on

t¢he afternoon of February 6. He was
a e it ~rrrer about 50

s

hecame air-borne it appeared to me
to come down slightly and remain
there. The undercarriage was about
two or three feet from the ground,
in which position it remained until
the accident happened. Then it Trose
very sharply.”

Witness continued that the pilots
eould have observed where the people
were congrezated before the machines
jeft. Fe was of the opinion, as a Tre-
sult of consequent inspection, that the
right wing of the first machine passed
over a stump at the back of the spec-

tors. He had observed a mark
about five feet long approximately
seven vards in front of the stump
resembling a rub, which possibly was
caused by the skid wheel of the ‘plane.
“\y observation showed me that as
the machine’'s head went up its tail
went down after the accident, as
demonstrated by the mark on the
ground,” he said.

Hector Joseph Ford, emploved at the
Ray View Hotel, said he was stand-
ing in the backeround of the hotel
on the morning on which the ’'planes
arrived. e observed them break the
formation and go in different direc-
tions. One machine flew over the hotel
about 150 feet high, and a little fur-
ther on the current of air from its
propeller moved the leaves of a nearby
tree as though the wind was blowing.
As far as he could judge at the time,

the lowest point reached by any of
the ’planes was 150 feet.
“Shook the Building”
Christopher  William Bush, boot-

malker, said his shop was opposite the
school.  He heard the three ’planes on
tleir arrival at Swansea. The vibra-
1jon of one of the machines shook the
huildiqg. and an almanac tacked over
Fis ~window fell down. Witness went
out to look, and thought one of the
machines would hit a gum tree be-
cause it was flying so low. One of the
:rqachmes appeared not to be much
higher than the school itself. “The
%planes seemed to fly considerably
lower than any that had previously
demonstrated at Swansea,” he said.
Questioned by Mr., Cox, witness safd
he did not know what caused the vi-

bration. - His shon was constructed of
:‘ea;ltherboards‘ The azlmanac was at-
ached

|

|

'ing such as was mentioned this morn-

ff{’: fheknwall by three or four

e e O

‘dived down near the hotel along the

Al-S

“Tt kept on going about three feet
from the ground,” he said, “and as far
as T could see, it did not make any
attemnt to rise. It came right among
us. I zot down on the ground, and
when I rose the machine had cleared
away.” He said he could detect no
ureven note in the engine.

Answering the Coroner, witness de-
clared that had not the peopie thrown
themseives to the ground cn the ap-
rroach of the third ’plane, he thought

more would have been killed or in-
jured.
Not to do Aerobatics
Tairick George Heffernan, flisht-

Jicutenant in the Roval Australian Air
Foree, sa'd that he had been in the
sorvies for seven years and one month.
Ji~ had been in charge of the flight of
Hawker Demons which visited Tas-
mania at the beginning of the month.
fMhree 'planes made the trip, there be-
ing a pilot and a mechanic in each.
The demonstration at Swansea had
been arranged at the request of the
Swansea Council.

The Coroner—What was the pur-
pose of the ¥isit? )
Witness—To give demonstrations

and let the people see what the per-
formances of the machines were like.

‘The Coroner—Did that include div-

ing?
Witness—No;
not aerobatics,
The witness said that having reach-
ed Swansea, he gave the signal to
break the formation which was car-
ried out normally. He turned and

formation flying, but

beach. His machine did not get lower
than 100 feet.
The Coroner—Why did you dive?
Witness—To show the people what
the machine would do.

The Coroner—I understood
say that aerobatics were not
in the demonstration?

Witness—Not over the town.

AMr. Cox—What is expected of you
before you do aerobatics?

Witness—We do not dy them over
a crowd.

The Coroner—What about houses?

Witness—It i impossible to do them
without going over houses at times.

Witness said that he wished to
deny that any of the machines dived
ofer the town. So far as he knew,
the diving toock place over the water.
He could speak positively as to his
0° * machine.

Ar. Cox—What would have been the
pusiwon had your engine falled?

Witness—In every case we could
have landed on the beach or gone into
the water.

Continuing, the flight lieutenant said
that he did not approach within 200
yards of the school. He would treat
very lightly the allegation that the
bootmaker’s shop had vibrated Dbe-
cause of the closeness of a ’plane.

. The Coroner—Why? Do you think it
is a fabrication?

Witness—I would be inclined to dis-
believe it. A machine would have to
go very close to me before I could feel
it. I do mnot think that a machina
could go very close to that shop be-
cause of some trees In the vicinity.

Concerning the tree near the hotel,
witness said that a 'plane would al-
most have to touch it to move its
leaves. A pilot would place himself
in danger by going close to it.

The Coroner—Am I to draw the con-
clusipn that the witness who gave this
evidence was drawing upon his ima-
gination?

The witness—From my experience,

you to
included

yes, = :

Wittess informed Mr. Cox that, as-
suming that the machines had been
diving over the town, the inhabitants
would have been quite safe because
of the speed.

Witness Took Off First

Referring to the incidents of the
afternoon, witness sald that after
issuing his instructions hei_to‘gk i)_tE




Little licht was thrown on the circumstances which
caused the Hawker Demon aeroplane in charge of Pilot
Officer E. V. Lansell to fly among the crowd on the Swan-
sea aercdrome on February 6 and bring about the deaths
of Mrs. Kate Louisa Cotton and her daughter June, when
the inquest was resumed at Swansea yesterday.

“Allegations of diving tactics over the township and
low flying on the morning of the tragedy were made by
ev It was stated that one of three
visiting R.A.A.F. Demons caused the children in the state
C A bootmaker said that his shop
vibrated because of the nearness of a plane, and another
man deciared that the leaves of a tree were stirred by
the draught created by a propeller.

Fiight-Lieut, P. G. Heffernan, who was in charge of
the machines, denied the allegations, and said that diving
manceuvres took place only over the sea.

The enquiry was adjourned to Hobart on March 4.

several local residents.

school yard to scatter.

The Hobart City Coroner (Mr. W.
utchins) presided. Mr. Leo Doyle,
structed by the Solicitor-General's

spartment, conducted proceedings on
yhalf of the police. Mr. R. C. Wright
ypeared for Pilot-Officer E. V. Lan-
11, and Mr. W. Ellis Cox represented
e Commonwealth Government,
light-Lieutenant Heffernan, and Pilot
FAcer D. McLean, who were associa-
«d with the flight. Group-Captain
drian Cole was present on behalf of
le Air Accidents’ Investigation Com-
littee, -

Schoolmaster’s Evidence

John Holland Alrey, schoolmaster, of
Swansea, said that thrés ’planes ap-
proached Swanaea about 10.45 a.m. on
February 6. They began a demon-
stration of diving over various parts
of the town. and one in particular
dived very close to the school “IE
went very close to the children who
were playing in the scheolground,” he
said. “They scattered, and my own
little gir!l kept very close to me. Two
or three minutes later one of them
dived down again, and in rising it
appeared as though it would strike
the poplar tree opposite the Swansea
garage.”

Answering Mr. Cox.
he understood that the ’planes had
visited Swansea for demonstration
purposes. The school stood back from
the beach, on a rise. He would not
agree with the statement that the
*planes when diving could have
turned olt to sea at any moment.
YWhile he experienced no feeling of
alarm, he thought it was undesirable
that the machines should have ap-
proached so close to the children. He
eonld not glve an estimate as to
how far the 'plane was away from
the poplar tree when it commenced
%o Tise.

Witness informed Mr. Wright that
he was giving an open-air lesson to
enabls the children to ses the ’‘planes.

witness said

Made Mark on Stump

Josish Archibald Cotton. pastoralist,
of “The Grange,” sald he was & spec-
tator at the Swansea aerodrome on
the afternoon of February 6. He was
§n the south-eastern cormer, about 50
vards from the tree stump. “I ob-
served the first two machines take off
Sn @ direction which seemed to me to
be in & diriect line with spectators,”
he said. “The people numbered 60
to 80. The first machine appeared to
become air-borne about 250 yards from
the position from whicih it commenced
jtg run. It seemed t0 commence its
gradual climb about 50 yards from the
people, The second machine took off
in s similar manner. The third fol-
lowed the same course, but af;ter it

became air-borne it appeared to me
to come down slightly and remain
there. The undercarriage was about
two or three feet from the ground,
in which position it remained until
the accident happened. Then it Tose
sery sharply.”

Witness continued that the pllots
eould have observed where the people
were congregated before the machines
left. Fle was of the opinion, as a re-
sult of consequent inspection, that the
rizht wing of the first machine passed
ovVer a stump at the back of the spec-
tators. He had observed a mark
about five feet long approximately
seven vards in front of the stump
resembling a rub, which possibly was
caused by the skid wheel of the 'plane.
“Aly observation showed me that as
the machine’s head went up its tail
went down after the accident, as
demonstrated by the mark on the
ground,” he szid.

Hector Joseph Ford, emploved at the
Ray View Hotel, said he was stand-
ing in the background of the hotel
on the morning on which the ’'planes
arrived. He observed them break the
formation and go in different direc-
tions. One machine flew over the hotel
about 150 feet high, and a little fur-
ther on the current of air from its
propeller moved the leaves of a nearby
tree as though the wind was blowing.
As far as he could judge at the time,

the lowest point reached by any of
the ’planes was 150 feet.
“Shook the Building™
Christopher  William  Bush, boot-

malker, said his shop was opposite the
school, He heard the three ’planes on
tiieir arrival at Swansea. The vibra-
tion of one of the machines shook the
hw_,lildin_g. and an almanac tacked over
kis window fell down. Witness went
out to look, and thought one of the
machines would hit a gum tree be-
cause it was flying so low. One of the
:n,'}achmes appeared not to be much
hizher than the school itself. “The
%planes seemed to fly considerably
lower than any that had previouslif
demonstrated at Swansea,” he said.

Questioned by Mr. Cox, witness satd
he did not know what caused the vi-
bration.  His shop was constructed of
weatherboards. The almanac was at-
tached to the wall by three or four
tack;s, _which all came away.

Wﬂ}lam Henry Lyne, pastoralist, c¢f
Redeliff, said he was standing within
three or four vards of the deceased
fit' the time of the accident. The first
niane went a little to witness® left
and rose steoply after it was close to
thie péople. The secong machine clear-
o.f] the spectators at a greater height
than thg first one. The third follow-
ed a slizhtly different track, more to
witness’ right, but it appear’ed to get

| Witness—To

up ahout the Same spot as the others.
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sald that he had been in the
~ for seven yvears and one month.
ad been in charge of the flight of
Hawker Demons which visited Tas-
mania at the begzinning of the month.
fThree ’'planes made the trip, there be-
ing a pilot and a2 mechanic in each.
The demonstration at Swansea had
been arranged at the request of the
Swansea Council.

The Coroner—What was the pur-
pose of the wisit?.

giva demonstrations
and let the people see what the per-
| formances of the machines were like.

‘The Coroner—Did that include div-
'ing such as was mentioned this morn-
ing?

Witness—No;
not aerobatics.

The witness said that having reach-
ed Swansea, he gave the sigmal to
break the formation which was car-
ried out normally. He turned and

‘dived down near the hotel along the
beach. His machine did not get lower
than 100 feet.

The Coroner—Why did you dive?

Witness—To show the people what
the machine would deo.

The Coroner—I understood you to
say that aerobatics were not included
in the demonstration?

Witness—Not over the town.

Mr. Cox—What is expectad of you
before you do aerobatics?

Witness—We do not dy them over
a crowd.

The Coroner—What about houses?

Witness—It is impossible to do them
without goinz over houses at times.

Witness said that he wished to
deny that any of the machines dived
ofer the town. So far as he knew, |
the diving tock place over the water.
He could speak positively as to his
0° ~ machine.

Mr. Cox—What would have been the
Dusiwon had your engine falled?

Witness—In every case we could
have landed on the beach or gone into
the water.

Continuing, the flight lieutenant said
that he did not approach within 200
yards of the school. He would treat
very lightly the allegation that the
bootmaker’s shop had vibrated be-
cause of the closeness of a ’plane.

) The Coroner—Why? Do you think 1t
i@ a fabrication?

Witness—I would be inclined to dis-
believe i{t. A machine would have to
8o very close to me before I could feel
it. I do mnot think that a machins
could go very close to that shop be-
cause of some trees in the vicinity.

Concerning the tree near the hotel,
witness said that a 'plane would al-
most have to touch it to move its
leaves. A pilot would place himself
in danger by going close to it.

The Coroner—Am I to draw the con-
clusipn that the witness who gave this
evidence was drawing upon his ima-
gination?

The witness—From my experience,

yes. -
Witness informed Mr. Cox that, as-
suming that the machines had been
diving over the town, the inhabitants
would have been quite safe because
of the speed.

Witness Took Off First

formation flying, bdbut

Referring te the incidents of the
afternoon, witness said that after
issuing his instructions he took off
first, rising about in line with the row
of flags on the aerodrome. He went
into the air roughly between 50 and

100 yards from the crowd of people. |

Easing the nose upwards and passing
over the fringe of the crowd and the
motor cars between 25 and 50 feet up
he was able to look over the side
and see the people, as he was used
to flying that way. *¢I only noticed
that Lansell did not appear to leave

the ground as soon as I did,” bhe said. |
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crowd, although I did rot know that
anything had happened.”

Witness said he landed when he
observed that Lansell had damaged
his undercarriage. He considered that
the people were quite safe according
to his line of take-off. He had taken
off in similar circumstances elsewhere.
Sometimes spectators encircled the
aerodrome. “As to the mark in front
of the stump,” said witness, “I am
unable to give an explanation, but the
rubber tail wheel of the machine
would not have made such an im-
pression. Had there been a bump on
the tyre Lansell’s passenger -would
have felt it.

At this stage Mr. Cox stated that
the Commonwealth wished to bring
forward anything possible that would
assist the court to arrive at a con-
clusion, and anything raised on be-
half of the Commonwealth was not
done in any spirit of partisanship. The
Commonwealth felt itself bound to a
public duty, just as did Mr. Dovle,
and if any good purpose could be
served by arranging a demonstration
with the machines it would be done.

#Mr. Cox then proceeded to obtain
technical details from Flight-Lieut.
Heffernan, who said that the Hawker
Demon machine was definitely slug-
gish as compared with other 'planes
of its own weight. It had a small
wing area, and the engine did not
develop its full horsepower on ground
level. There was no forward view
when the machine was resting, but in
flight there was a fairly good one,

Own Flying Orders

Witness mentioned the effect of one
'plane flying into another's slipstream,
which, he said, could cause a ma-
chine to become temporarily unstable.
He mentioned the possibility of inter-
action involving the tail wheel, throt-
tle trouble when opening up, and
other contingencies which could be
encountered when taking off that could
cause unexpected trouble. :

Witness said that instructions issued
by the Civil Aviation Department were
sent to the Air Force for reference
purposes, but pilots were not bound
by them.

_ The Coroner—What about those is-
sued for the purposes of safety? Do
you take notice of them?

Witness—No. We are bound by our
own flying orders. We realise we have
a duty in the interests of public safety.
On this afternoon there was nothing
that appeared to us as dangerous to
the public safety.

Cross-examined by Mr. Doyle, wit-
ness said that prior to coming to Tas-
mania he had had some 10 to 12 hours’
filying experience in the Hawker De-
mons. Lansell would have had about
the same, and McLean about 60 hours.

In answer to the Coroner, witness
said that the demonstration was not
given at the aerodrome. The people
did not arrive there until the ’planes
were almost timed to depart. In any
case pilots were not allowed to do
aerobatics within three miles of an
agerodrome or less than 6000 feet above
the ground, which was practically use-
less.

The Coroner—Then you gave the
demonstration over the township?

Witness—No; over the water,

The Coroner—There is evidence that
you were over the town?

Witness—The witnesses might have
meant that we started the actual dive
slightly inland.

The Coroner—The schoolmasier s2ys

that the children scattered.

Witness—The last time we visited
Swansea the children took to cover
when we were up 1000 feet.

If vou were doing aerobatics over
the town, I take it it would be con-
trary to orders?

Witness—Yes.

The Coroner—Can you give any eX-
planation as to why the fatality oc-
curred?

Witness—None at all, unless it was
a combination of technical circum-
stances I have mentioned.

At this stage the enquiry was ad-
journed to Hobart untii March 4 |
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served by arranging a demonstration
with the machines it would be done.
Mr. Cox then proceeded to obtain
technical details from Flight-Lieut.
Heffernan, who said that the Hawker
Demon machine was definitely slug-
gish as compared with other 'planes
of its own weight. It had a small
wing area, and the engine did mnot
develop its full horsepower on ground
level. There was no forward view
when the machine was resting, but in
flight there was a fairly good one.

Own Flying Orders

Witness mentioned the effect of one
‘plane flying into another’s slipstream,
which, he said, could cause a ma-
chine to become temporarily unstable.
He mentioned the possibility of inter-
action involving the tail wheel, throt-
tle trouble when opening up, and
other contingencies which could be
encountered when taking off that could
cause unexpected trouble.

Witness said that instructions issued
by the Civil Aviation Department were
sent to the ‘Air Force for reference
purposes, but pilots were not bound
by them.

. The Coroner—What about those is-
sued for the purposes of safety? Do
you take notice of them?

Witness—No. We are bound by our
own flying orders. We realise we have
a duty in the interests of public safety.
On this afternoon there was nothing
that appeared to us as dangerous to
the public safety.

Cross-examined by Mr. Doyle, wit-
ness said that prior to coming to Tas-
mania he had had some 10 to 12 hours’
fllying experience in the Hawker De-
mons. Lansell would have had about
the same, and McLean about 60 hours.

In answer to the Coroner, witness
said that the demonstration was not
given at the aerodrome. The peoDle
did not arrive there until the ’'planes
were almost timed to depart. In any
case pilots were not allowed to do
aerobatics within three miles of an
aerodrome or less than 6000 feet above
the ground, which was practically use-
less.

The Coroner—Then you gave the
demonstration over the township?

Witness—No; over the water,

The Coroner—There is evidence that
vou were over the town?

Witness—The witnesses might have
meant that we started the actual dive
slightly inland.

. The Coroner—The schoolmasier save |

that the children scattered.

Witness—The last time we visited
Swansea the children took to cover
when we were up 1000 feet.

If vou were doing aerobatics over
the town, I take it it would be con-
trary to orders?

Witness—Yes.

The Coroner—Can you give any ex-
planation as to why the fatality oc-
curred?

Witness—None at all, unless it was
a combination of technical circum-
stances I have mentioned.

At this stage the enquiry was ad-
journed to Hobart untii March 4. J




Low Flying Earlier in
“A Flagrant Breach

PILOT OFFICER E. V. LANSELL, who was in charge

of a Roval Australian Air Force machine. which failed to
rise, and killed Mrs. Louisa Kate Cotton and Miss Jean Cot-
ton at the Swansea aerodrome on February 6. was com-
mitted for trial on a charge of manslanghter by the Coroner

(Mr. W. Hutchins), when the i

four davs, concluded at Hobart last night. “I think the pilot
was guilty of a miscalculation of the heieht he was above the
ground,” said the Coroner in giving his finding.

The Coroner condemned low flying by Air Force ma-
chines some hours before the tragedy occurred, and said it

was “a flagrant breach of the

fellow-pilot denied that there was any question of providing
the crowd with a thrill. Lansell said there were a number of

factors contributing to the acci
definite reason for it.

MACHINES FLEW LOW
Short Distance Over Trees

Council Clerk’s Statement

AMr. &. L. Doyle (Page, Hodgmar,
Seager & Doyle), instructed by the
Crown Law Department, appeared on
behalf of the Police. Mr. R. C. Wright
(Crisp & Wright) represented Pilot-
Officer E. V. Lansell, and Mr. W. Ellis
Cox (Dobson, Mitchell & Allport) was
present on behalf of the Commonwealth
Government, Flight-Lieut. P. G. Hef-
fernan and Pilot-Officer D. McLean,
who were associated in the flight.
Group Captain A. Cole, & member of the
Air Accidents Investigation Committee,
also attended.

James Dixon Tanner, council clerk
at Swansea, recalled, said two of the
machines, on arrival at Swansea, flew
low over the township and harbour.
One aeroplane flew a short distance
above oak trees, on the side of the
main road. The trees were 30ft. or 40ft.
high.

Witness told the Coroner that the
aeroplanes visited Swansea at the in-
vitation of the Glamorgan Council.

Constable D. R. Bryce, recalled, said
he saw soil gathered from a mark on
the Swansea aerodrome, between the
place the deceased were supposed to
have been standing at the time of the
accident and the stump at the end of the
field.

Evelyn Ward, Government analyst,
said he had examined soil given him
by the Police Department, and found in
it no blood, or other substance of human
origin, except one light brown hair. No
rubber or mineral oil, or other substance
indicating contact with a machine of
any kind, was detected.

DEMONSTRATING MACHINE.

Tonald MclLean, a pilot officer of the l
Tloyal Australian Air Force, said he was
a2 member of the flight which visited
Swansea. The machines approached the
township at a height of 1,200 to 1,500ft.
Witness’ first dive was from near the
sea, on the south-east side of the town-
ship. i
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PILOT ON MANSLAUGHTER CHARGE
Inquiry Into Swansea Tragedy Concludes
Coroner Thinks Miscalculation Was Made

the Day Condemned
of the Regulations”

nquest. which extended over

regulations.” Lansell and a

dent, but he could not give a

The Coroner: Rid any authority of
the town ask vou to demonstrate in that,
or any other, manner?

Witness: Ilight-Lieutenant Heflernan
was in charge, and I took my instruc-
tions from him.

What instructions did you get?—To
proceed to Swansea and do two or three
dives round the township.

Mr. Cox: How many dives did vou do?

Witness: Three: The second and
third were along the water's edge.

IVitness said, in answer to Mr. Cox,
that the lowest height from which it
would be safe to land, at normal cruis~
ing speed. was about 200 to 250 feet.
That would be safe for anyone on the
ground. )

The Coroner: What about yourself?

Witness: Possibly there would be a
risk.

Mr. Cox: What was the closest you
were at any time to a building?

Witness: 1 was not nearer than 350
feet.

TWitness added that he was not at
any time closer to the ground than 200
feet.

NOSE HELD DOWN.

Describing the take-off when leav-
ing Swansea, witness said he could not
see all the crowd at the aerodrome, as
the nose of the machine created a blind
spot. His machine, as it rose, bumped
into the air.

Pilots were taught, that as soor
“as a machine became air-borne, to
hold its nose down to enable it to
gain speed, and thus to climb safely.

TWitness said he kept the nose of his
machine down three or four seconds.
That would take the machine about 90
vards from the line of sags on the aero-
drome, towards the place where the
accident occurred, which was said to
be 250 yards from the sags. Witness’
machine passed to the left of the
crowd at a height of about 40ft. Haw-
ker Demon machines showed a ten-
dency to veer to the left at low speed,
and were a little sluggish at low levels.
Witness, that day, could not have
cleared the crowd at a height of more
than 40ft.

The Coroner: Then why did you not
move the crowd?

Witness: I did not consider they were
in any danger.

The Coroner: What, with a margin of
0 feet, with all

T Ao me i s

those things which
1

Al-3

The Coroner asked witness if he was
aware an article had appeared in the
press regarding low flying over Laun-
ceston, since the inquest had been open-
ed, by Air Force machines.

Witness: No.

The Coroner: Did you fly low over
Launceston 7—No.

The Coroner: There seems quite a
body of opinion in Launceston that you
dﬁi; I think the article mentioned them
all.

REGULATION DISREGARDED.

Referring to the regulation about
filving over towns, the coroner asked
witness: “Has it been your practice to
disregard this regulation, or do you con-
sider yourself above the law?”

Witness: It has been done before.

Mr. Doyle: Did they not advise you
of these regulations? Is no reference
made to them before you go.on one of
these flights?

Witness: The leader usually sets the
example.

But are there no special instructions?
—1It is understood.

Mr. Doyle: But it does not appear to
be understood.

The Coroner: Can you throw any
light at all on the reason why the aero-
plane piloted by Lansell caused the

fatalities into which we are inquir-
ing?

Witness: I cannot say; I did not
see it.

Do you suggest any of the aero-
planes were overloaded, or have reason
to think they were7—XNo.

Witness said the Swansea aerodrome
wag safe within limits, but if it were

used extensively he thought it would
cause some damage. He considered it
fit for the purpose for which the Air
Force machines used it.

4THE WAY IT WAS FLOWN.”

Sergeant Richard James Tonks, a
fitter in the Air Force, said he was the
observer in Lansell’s aeroplane at the
time of the accident. The take-off ap-
peared a normal one, and the machine
began to ascend just before the impact
caused by the accident.

Witness told Mr. Doyle the aeroplane
was in good condition, and was not over-
loaded. He could throw no light on the
fatality.

The Coroner: Can you give any
reason why your machine could or did
not rise as high as its predecessors?

Witness: | should say it was the way
the machine was flown.

Witness added that the engine had
nothing to do with the accident; it
was functioning normally.

The Coroner: Is it not unusual for
an aeroplane not to rise more than three
feet in 200 yards after becoming air-
borne?

Witness: I have seen it before.

Yes, but on a large aerodrome, when
there are no people about. That is
when you have seen it happen, is it not?
—Yes, I had not seen these machines
flown on a small aerodrome before.

Eric Vane Lansell said he had been
in the Air Force one year and seven or
eight months, and before joining the
force was entitled to a civil aviation
licence. His total flying hours in the
service amounted to about 250 hours,
and in civil life to about 50 hours. After
surveying Swansea from a height of
1,500 to 2.000ft. he made three dives,
under Flight-Lieut. Heffernan’s instruc-
tions. The first two were towards the
shore end of the jetty. The nearest he
was to the ground, at the bottom of the
dives, was about 150ft. The third dive
was over the end of a pier. He flew
over buildings at a height of not lower
than 300ft. After lunch at Swansea he
was introduced to Miss Cotton, and the
remark was made that after the arrival
of the machines she climbed into the
cockpit of witness’' aeroplane. After-
wards she got into the cockpit again,
and stayed there 10 or 15 minutes, while
witness pointed out the various instru-
ments and their purpose. That was the
extent of his acquaintance with Miss
Cotton, and shortly afterwards he re-
ceived orders to leave. His course as
he took off was a little to the left of
that taken by the other pilots.
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PILOT OFFICER E. V. LANSELL, who was in charge

of a Roval Australian Air Force machine. which failed to
rise, and killed Mrs. Louisa Kate Cotton and Miss Jean Cot-
ton at the Swansea aerodrome on February 6. was com-
mitted for trial on a charge of manslanghter by the Coroner
(Mr. W. Hutchins), when the inquest. which extended over
four davs, concluded at Hobart last night. “I think the pilot
was guilty of a miscalculation of the heicht he was above the
ground,” said the Coroner in giving his finding.

The Coroner condemned low flying by Air Force ma-
chines some hours before the tragedy occurred, and said it
was “a flagrant breach of the regulations.” Lansell and a
fellow-pilot denied that there was any question of providing
the crowd with a thrill. Lansell said there were a number of
factors contributing to the acci

definite reason for it.

MACHINES FLEW LOW
Short Distance Over Trees

Council Clerk’s Statement

AMr. G. L. Doyle (Page, Hodgmar,
Seager & Doyle), instructed by the
Crown Law Department, appearcd on
behalf of the Police. Mr. R. C. Wright
(Crisp & Wright) represented Pilot-
Officer E. V. Lansell, and Mr. W. Ellis
Cox (Dobson, Mitchell & Allport) was
present on behalf of the Commonwealth
Government, Flight-Lieut. P. G. Hef-
fernan and Pilot-Officer D. McLean,
who were associated in the flight.
Group Captain A. Cole, a member of the
Air Accidents Investigation Committee,
also attended.

James Dixon Tanner, council clerk
at Swansea, recalled, said two of the
machines, on arrival at Swansea, flew
low over the township and harbour.
One aeroplane flew a short distance
above oak trees, on the side of the
main road. The trees were 30ft. or 40ft.
high.

Witness told the Coroner that the
aeroplanes visited Swansea at the in-
vitation of the Glamorgan Council.

Constable D. R. Bryce, recalled, said
he saw soil gathered from a mark on
the Swansea aerodrome, between the
place the deceased were supposed to
have been standing at the time of the
accident and the stump at the end of the
field.

Evelyn Ward, Government analyst,
said he had examined soil given him
by the Police Department, and found in
it no blood, or other substance of human
origin, except one light brown hair. No
rubber or mineral oil, or other substance
indicating contact with a machine of
any kind, was detected.

DEMONSTRATING MACHINE.

Tonald Mclean, a pilot officer of the
Toyal Australian Air Force, said he was
2 member of the flight which visited
Swansea. The machines approached the
township at a height of 1,200 to 1,500ft.
Witness’ first dive was from near the
sea, on the south-east side of the town-
ship.

The Coroner: What did you do that
for? -

Witness: To demonstrate the capa-
bilities of the machine.

Are there not safer places to do that
than over the township?—I considered
it was not dangerous.

Mr. Cox: Whv do you say that?

Witness: The dive was directed to-
wards the water, and if anyvthing hap-
pened I had sufficient speed to attempt
a forced landing.

Vi 4

dent, but he could not give a

AN 5 - \\45\-‘1“&1\.’110

i

The Coroner: Rid any authority of
the town ask you to demonstrate in that,
or any other, manner?

Witness: Flight-Lieutenant Heflernan
was in charge, and I took my instruc-
tions from him.

What instructions did you get?—To
proceed to Swansea and do two or three
dives round the township.

Mr. Cox:

Witness: Three: The second and
third were along the water’s edge.

TWitness said, in answer to Mr. Cox,
that the lowest height from which it
would be safe to land, at normal cruis~
ing speed. was about 200 to 250 feet.
That would be safe for anyone on the
ground. )

The Coroner: What about yourself?

Witness: Possibly there would be a
risk.

Mr. Cox: What was the closest you
were at any time to a building?

Witness: ! was not nearer than 350
feet.

Witness added that he was mnot at
any time closer to the ground than 200
feet.

NOSE HELD DCWN.

Describing the take-off when leav-
ing Swansea, witness said he could not
see all the crowd at the aerodrome, as
the nose of the machine created a blind
spot. His machine, as it rose, bumped
into the air.

Pilots were taught, that as soon
‘as a machine became air-borne, to
hold its nose down to enable it to
oain speed, and thus to climb safely.

TWitness said he kept the nose of his
machine down three or four seconds.
That would take the machine about 90
vards from the line of sags on the aero-
drome, towards the place where the
accident occurred, which was sald to
be 250 yards from the sags. Witness’
machine passed to the left of the
crowd at a height of about 40ft. Haw-
ker Demon machines showed a ten-
dency to veer to the left at low speed,
and were a little sluggish at low levels.
Witness, that day, could not have
cleared the crowd at a height of more
than 40ft.

The Coroner: Then why did you not
move the crowd?

Witness: I did not consider they were
in any danger.

The Coroner: What, with a margin of
40 feet, with all those things which
might go wrong?

The Coroner: Was there any question
of ‘keeping your aeroplanes low, with a
view to giving the people a thrill?

Witness: No.

Mr. Doyle: Under your regulations
you must not fly at a lesser height than
1,600 feet over any town?

Witness: They are civil regulations

Mr. Doyle: No, yours.

‘Witness said if his machine had had
mechanical trouble he could have made
a forced landing.

How many dives did vou do? ‘

made to them before you go.on one of
these flights?

Witness: The leader usually sets the
example.

But are there no special instructions?
It is understood.

Mr. Doyle: But it does not appear to
be understood.

The Coroner: Can you throw any
light at all on the reason why the aero-
plane piloted by Lansell caused thé

fatalities into which we are inquir-
ing?

Witness: I cannot say; I did not
see it.

Do you suggest any of the aero-
planes were overloaded, or have reason
to think they were7—No.

Witness said the Swansea aerodrome
weas safe within limits, but if it were

he thought it would
cause some damage. He considered it
fit for the purpose for which the Air
Force machines used it.

4THE WAY IT WAS FLOWN.”

used extensively

Sergeant Richard James Tonks, a‘
fitter in the Air Force, said he was the |
observer in Lansell’s aeroplane at the
time of the accident. The take-off ap-
peared a normal one, and the machine
began to ascend just before the impact
caused by the accident.

Witness told Mr. Doyle the aeroplane !
was in good condition, and was not over-
loaded. He could throw no light on the
fatality.

The Coroner: Can you give any
reason why your machine could or did
not rise as high as its predecessors?

W itness: | should say it was the way
the machine was flown.

Witness added that the engine had
nothing to do with the accident; it
was functioning normally.

The Coroner: Is it not unusual for
an aeroplane not to rise more than three
feet in 200 yards after becoming air-
borne?

Witness: I have seen it before.

Yes, but on a large aerodrome, when
there are no people about. That is
when you have seen it happen, is it not?
—Yes, I had not seen these machines
flown on a small aerodrome before.

Eric Vane Lansell said he had been
in the Air Force one year and seven or
eight months, and before joining the
force was entitled to a civil aviation
licence. His total flying hours in the
service amounted to about 250 hours,
and in civil life to about 50 hours. After
surveying Swansea from a height of
1,500 to 2,000ft. he made three dives,
under Flight-Lieut. Heffernan’s instruc-
tions. The first two were towards the
shore end of the jetty. The nearest he
was to the ground, at the bottom of the
dives, was about 150ft. The third dive
was over the end of a pier. He flew
over buildings at a height of not lower
than 300ft. After lunch at Swansea he
was introduced to Miss Cotton, and the
remark was made that after the arrival
of the machines she climbed into the
cockpit of witness’ aeroplane. After-
wards she got into the cockpit again,
and stayed there 10 or 15 minutes, while
witness pointed out the various instru-
ments and their purpose. That was the
extent of his acquaintance with Miss
Cotton, and shortly afterwards he re-
ceived orders to leave. His course as
he took off was a little to the left of
that taken by the other pilots.

THOUGHT PEOPLE SAFE. \

“I considered the people were placed l
in a safe position” witness continued.
“I pecame air-borne a little past the
line of sags. I became air-borue be- |
fore I actually acquired air-speed, be- i
cause of a bump on the ground. 1
thought my runway was a little longer
than usual. After becoming air-borne,
and after the machine dropped a little,
I lowered the nose to pick up air speed.
I held the machine straight, to gain a?r



speed as soon as possible, for maxi- |
mum safety. We are taught to do that.
It is the general practice of service
pilots.”

Witness said his direct front view,
on the ground, was obscured by the
engine. It was a pilot's duty, before he
took off, to see what was ahead of him.
His view was obtained by looking out
the side. He thought he was three
or four feet from the ground when
flying ‘“level.”

“] attempted to climb a fraction be-
fore the impact,” witness continued.
“At that point | should have liked a
iittle more flying speed to enable me
to climb. .There seemed a fraction of
time before the machine began to
climb, after | eased the control col-
umn back. It was only a fraction
of time before | felt the impact.”

MIND FULLY OCCUPIED.

Witness said his mind was very fully
occupied from the time the machine
became air-borne to the moment of im-
pact. His mind registered the sight of
a few people in that time. One figure
in particular was waving its arms.

“I attempted to climb the machine
in_erder to avoid the people,” witness
explained, and added it was not possible
for him, after becoming air-borne, to
stop the machine without danger to
the people. It would have been very
dangerous to deflect the machine to
right or left.

Mr. Wright: Was there any thought
in your mind of giving the people a
thrill, or performing any stunts before
them?

Witness: No. )

Witness informed Mr. Doyle he had

flown about 10 hours in Hawker Demon
machines before coming to Tasmania.

Mr. Doyle: You did not mention in
your statement to the police the fact

that the aeroplane was ‘“bumped” off?

Witness: No.

I take it you did not attempt to lift
the aerop.ane till you were fairly close
to the people?—Yes.

Was the matter of the nearness of
the people weighing with you at all, or
were you disregarding them?—I cer-
tainly was not disregarding them.

Witness expressed the opinion that
the machine had begun to lift before the
impact occurred.

In reply to Mr. Doyle, witness said he
had not had a similar experience with
a machine before. He believed the figure
he saw with waving arms was that of
Miss Cotton, though he had not been
led to look out for a wave.

The Coroner: What is the explana-
tion of the occurrence? We have not
had it yet, you know.

Witness: I can only say I was waiting
for the aeroplane to gain forward speed
for the maximum of safety.

HEIGHT JUDGED BY SOUND?

Referring to the effect of the machines
on the people of Swansea, witness
pointed out they had not seen Hawker-
Demons before, and he was of opinion
they judged the height of the aeroplanes
from sound, and not from observation.

The Coroner: And to what exactly do
you ascribe this unfortunate accident?

Witness: There were a number of
factors contributing.

Have you any idea what they were?—
There is the inefficiency of the aero-
planes .

The Coroner: But all three machines
were the same. )

Witness: I cannot give a definite
reason.

Frederick George Huxley, recalled,
was asked by I r. Doyle if he could give
any reason why Lansell’s machine
should be “held down” when taking off
longer than the other machines.

Witness: The machine was definitely
held down, for what reason I do not
know.

The Coroner: Having heard the evi-
dence of the pilots, can you say why it
did not rise?

Witness: No.

In reply to the coroner, witness said
if Lansell's machine were “bumped”’
into the air the fact would not affect

its ability to rise before the crowd was
reached. “I cannot explain why Lan- ||
sell’'s machine could not gain enough | |
height to clear the people in front of
it,” witness added.

Mr. Doyle, addressing the coroner,
submitted the finding should be that the

L (e

persons, they were themselves in the
greatest danger, and were bound to re-
member that fact.

Mr. Wright said Lansell’s aerobatics
at Swansea were performed directly in
pursuance of instructions. The man-
ner in which he “held down” his mach-
ine was approved by Captain Huxley
and the other pilots. He submitted no
prima facie case of culpable negligence
had been established against Lansell.
He doubted if there were a case of civil,
much less criminal, negligence.

CORONER’S FINDING.

The Coroner, in giving his finding,
said each pilot had admitted having in
the morning dived within 200 feet of
the ground, which was contrary to the
regulations. 1In fact, it was a flagrant
breach or the regulations, and appar-
ently an entire disregard of the rules
of conduct, which were framed for the
safety of the people. Of that he could
express himself only in terms of con-
demnation. He pointed out, however,
that he must not allow the events of the
morning to influence his decision con-
cerning the happenings of the afternoon.
He had continually asked why Lansell’s
aeroplane did not rise more than three
feet in 200 yards, after becoming air-
borne. The crowd on the aerodrome
was in plain sight of each pilot. It
had been stated that the machines were
sluggish on leaving the ground, but he
had not been told that the people were
informed of that fact. Apparently it
was guarded as a secret by the three
pilots, and nothing was said
about any risk which might be run.
If Lansell’s machine was ‘“held down”
he was not satisfied that it was neces-
sary for the pilot to have done so. He
must, or should have, known where the
people were, and it would have beern
perfectly easy for him to have taken
the same course as his predecessors.

“I think the pilot was guilty of a mis-
calculation of the height he was above
the ground” said the coroner. ‘“He had
a duty cast on him which he did not
fulfil, and I find that the deaths of Mrs.
Louisa Kate Cotton and Jean Cotton
were caused by their being struck by an
aeroplane of which Lansell was pilot,
and that the reason the aeroplane
struck them was that he negligently
piloted it. I consider his negligence was
culpable, and it is my painful duty to
commit him for trial.”

Lansell, who was committed to stand
his trial on a charge of manslaughter
at the sittings of the Criminal Court at
Hobart on April 21 was granted bail in
5 recognisance and a surety, each of
£25.
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pact. His mind registered the sight of
a few people in that time. One figure
in particular was waving its arms.

. “T attempted to climb the machine
in_erder to avoid the people,” witness
explained, and added it was not possible
for him, after becoming air-borne, to
stop the machine without danger to
the people. It would have been very
dangerous to deflect the machine to
right or left.

Mr. Wright: Was there any thought
in your mind of giving the people a
thrill, or performing any stunts before
them?

Witness: No. §

Witness informed Mr. Doyle he had
flown about 10 hours in Hawker Demon
machines before coming to Tasmania.

Mr. Doyle: You did not mention in
your statement to the police the fact

that the aeroplane was ‘“‘bumped” off?

Witness: No.

1 take it you did not attempt to lift
the aerop.ane till you were fairly close
to the people?—Yes.

Was the matter of the nearness of
the people weighing with you at all, or
were you disregarding them?—I cer-
tainly was not disregarding them.

Witness expressed the opinion that
the machine had begun to lift before the
impact occurred.

In reply to Mr. Doyle, witness said he
had not had a similar experience with
a machine before. He believed the figure
he saw with waving arms was that of
Miss Cotton, though he had not been
led to look out for a wave.

The Coroner: What is the explana-
tion of the occurrence? We have not
had it yet, you know.

Witness: I can only say I was waiting
for the aeroplane to gain forward speed
for the maximum of safety.

HEIGHT JUDGED BY SOUND?

Referring to the effect of the machines
on the people of Swansea, witness
pointed out they had not seen Hawker-
Demons before, and he was of opinion
they judged the height of the aeroplanes
from sound, and not from observation.

The Coroner: And to what exactly do
you ascribe this unfortunate accident?

Witness: There were a number of
factors contributing.

Have you any idea what they were?—
There is the inefficiency of the aero-
planes .

The Coroner: But all three machines
were the same. )

Witness: I cannot give a definite
reason.

Frederick George Huxley, recalled,
was asked by I r. Doyle if he could give
any reason why Lansell’s machine
should be “held down” when taking off
longer than the other machines.

Witness: The machine was definitely
held down, for what reason I do not
know.

The Coroner: Having heard the evi-
dence of the pilots, can you say why it
did not rise?

Witness: No.

In reply to the coroner, witness said
if Lansell’'s machine were “bumped”

into the air the fact would not affect

its ability to rise Bgf;re”{he crowd was | |

reached. ¢I cannot explain why Lan-
sell's machine could not gain enough
height to clear the people in front of
it,” witness added.

Mr. Doyle, addressing the coroner,
submitted the finding should be that the
deceased met their deaths owing to the |
culpable negligence of Lansell. He con-

tended demonstrations were given at!!

Swansea in the morning and afternoon
without a due regard to the safety of
the persons who witnessed them.

Mr. Cox asked why Lansell or the
other pilots should anticipate danger
which no one else, including Captain
Huxley, an experienced airman, had
anticipated. He reminded the coroner
that if the pilots chose to do anything

reckless, as had been alleged by some
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morning to influence his decision con-
cerning the happenings of the afternoon.
He had continually asked why Lansell’s
aeroplane did not rise more than three
feet in 200 yards, after becoming air-
borne. The crowd on the aerodrome
was in plain sight of each pilot. It
had been stated that the machines were
sluggish on leaving the ground, but he
had not been told that the people were
intormed of that fact. Apparently it
was guarded as a secret by the three
pilots, and noething was said
about any risk which might be run.
If Lansell’'s machine was “held down”
he was not satisfied that it was neces-
sary for the pilot to have done so. He
must, or should have, known where the
people were, and it would have been
perfectly easy for him to have taken
the same course as his predecessors.

“I think the pilot was guilty of a mis-
calculation of the height he was above
the ground’” said the coroner. “He had
a duty cast on him which he did not
fulfil, and I find that the deaths of Mrs.
Louisa Kate Cotton and Jean Cotton
were caused by their being struck by an
aeroplane of which Lansell was pilot,
and that the reason the aeroplane
struck them was that he negligently
piloted it. I consider his negligence was
culpable, and it is my painful duty to
commit him for trial.”

Lansell, who was committed to stand
his trial on a charge of manslaughter
at the sittings of the Criminal Court at
Hobart on April 21 was granted bail in
a£. recognisance and a surety, each of

28,




THE TRA i , jan Ai
GIC ACCIDENT which occurred at Swansea on Thursday, when a Royal Australian Air Force bomber crashed into a number of spectators, causing the deatns ot two, was investigated on Friday.

the Co . W. i i iewi ine; i i i i
roner (Mr. W. Hutchins), on the left, is shown viewing the machine; and in the picture on the right, Captain F. Huxley is standing in front of the stump over which the aeroplane flew after the mi
of the m achine.
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THE TRAGIC ACCIDENT which occurred at Swansea on Thursday, when a Royal Australian Air Force bomber crashed into a number of specta

the Coroner (Mr. W. Hutchins), on the left, is shown viewing the machine; - and in the picture on the right, Captain F. Huxley is standing in fros
of
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The figure on the extreme left of ti

as investigated on Friday. Thep
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The picture on the left shows the damaged machine after the accident. In the centre picture
e extreme left of the picture is Pilot-Officer V. Lansell, who had charge,

of two, was investigated on Friday.
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