
'Slap-TO 

flut.S14 ano Aq punoq G.TV. ezA—LiCtusx 
.o  

1.118T.11 JO:"_,1101.1 .10 23tIEST11 

a.frrul not Oa :.1@t10.10D atly 

"AEROBATICS AT LOW ALTITUDE" 

Witnesses' Allegations at Swansea Inquest 

Denial by Officer in Charge of Machines 

Regulations Governing Pilots Outlined 

Further Evidence to be Heard in Hobart 
A LLEGAT1ONS that the Hawker Demon aeroplanes which 

visited Swansea for a demonstration flight on February 
6, performed aerobatics at a very low altitude over the 
township, were made by residents who gave evidence be-
fore the Coroner (Mr. W Hutchins) at the resumed inquest 
at Swansea yesterday on the bodies of Mrs. Louisa Kate 
Cotton and Miss Jean Cotton, who were killed when one of 
the machines, piloted by Pilot Officer E. V. Lansell, failed 
to rise clear of spectators at the aerodrome. 

Mr. J. H. Airey, a schoolmaster, stated that the children 
scattered when one of the machines dived towards the play-
ground, and it appeared as though it would strike a nearby 
poplar tree. Another resident said that the vibration set up 
by a Hawker Demon flying close overhead dislodged an al-
manac which he had tacked up in his business premises. 

Flight-Lieutenant P. G. Heffernan, who was in charge of 
the flight of Royal Australian Air Force machines on their 
Tasmanian visit, denied that they had flown low over the 
township. He was questioned at some length regarding tech-
nical matters, and expressed the view that 500ft. would be 
the minimum safe height for flying level over a township 
such as Swansea. 

The noise attracted his attention, and 
he went outside. He thought one of the 
machines would hit a big gum tree near 
the Commercial Bank premises. It ap-
peared to him that one of the aeroplanes 
was very little higher than the roof of 
the school building. He believed that 
if he had been standing on the top of 
the blacksmith's shop adjoining his pre-
mises with a pole about loft. long. he 
could have touched the machine. Wit-
ness considered that the machines were 
flying too low, and they were a good deal 
lower than other aeroplanes he had 
seen flying at Swansea. 

To Mr. Cox: He was not prepared to 
state what was the actual cause of the 
almanac falling do vn. He could not 
state whether the machine was climb-
ing or descending before it reached the 
gum tree. 

To Mr. Wright: It seemed to him that 
the noise created by the machines was 
much louder than that of other machines: 
he had seen. They made "an ungodly 
row." That was one of the factors that 
caused him to think that the machines 
were flying very low. 

AFRAID OF BEING STRUCK. 

William Henry Lyne, pastoralist, of 
Swansea, said he was standing about 
three or four yards from Mrs. Cotton 
at the time of the mishap. The first 
machine rose to about 12ft., then dropped 
to about 3ft. It came towards the 
spectators at the latter height, and 
when a short distance from them it 
rose suddenly. The third machine be-
haved in a similar manner, but pursued 
a slightly different course as regards 
direction. As far as he could see, the 
machine did not make any attempt to 
rise. When it got close to the spec-
tators, witness dropped to the ground. 
He could not give any accurate esti-
mate of the comparative speeds of the 
three machines. The sound of the en-1 
gine of Lansell's aeroplane indicated 
that it was functioning properly. 

AEROBATICS NOT INCLUDED. 

Flight-Lieutenant Patrick George 
HeffernaA said he had been seven years 
in the Royal Australian Air Force, flying 
several different types of aircraft. Ha 
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- Tire noise attracted iris attention, and
he went outside. He thought one of the
mach lnes  wou ld  h i t  a  b i g  gum t r ee  nea r
the Co_mmercia l  Bank premises.  I t  ap_
peared to him that one of the aeroplanes
was very little higher than tbe roof of
the school  bui ld ing.  He bel ieved that
if he- had been standing on the top of
the biacksr ith's shop adjoining his ilre-
mis-es with a pole about 10ft. lon8i. he
could have touched the machine.  Wit-
ness considered that  the machines were
flying too low, and they $'ere a good deal
lower tha"n other aeroplanes he had
seen f l l ' ing at  Swansea.

To nfr. Cox: He was not prepa,red to
state Jvhat s'as the actual cause of the
almanac fa l i ing do.vn.  He could not
sta,te whether the machine rvas c]imb-
ing or descending before it reached the
8:um tree.

To tr{r. Wright: It seen:ed to hinr ilrar
the noise created by ilre nrachines was
much louder than that  of  other machines
he had seelr .  They rnade . .an ungor l lv
ror\'." I'ha,t s'as one of ilte fac.tor:: that
causecl  h im to th in l r  that  the machines
\Yer6 flying very low.

A F R A I D  O F  B E I N G  S T R U C K .

A E R o B A T t c S  N o r  T N c L U D E D .  j

- ,  Fl ight-Lieur"enant patr icl i  G"o.*" I
l l e f f e r r r a . r  sa i d  he  h i l d  been  

" " r u r , , : " " i "  
I

i r r  t he  Ro1 'a l  . 4 , us r ru l i a l l  n i r  t , . o t . ce ,  ny l nS  Is-cver. i r l  d i l ie |ent  ly t )es ot  u i rcrat t . '  I l l  )

-. William Henry Lyne, pastofalist, of
Swangea, said he $-as standing about
three or four yards fronr lr1rs.-Cotion
at  the t ime of  the mis i rap.  The f i rs t
maci l ine rose to about 1-2f t . ,  then dropner i
to about 3f t .  I t  came torvards 

'  
ihe

spectators at the latter height, s.nd
Tvhen a short distance from illem it
ros€ suddenly.  The th i rd machine be-
haved in a s imi lar  manl ter ,  but  pursuedr r d v E u  r u  a  b t r r l t r a r  m a n l t e r ,  U u t  p u r S u e d  I
a  s l igh t ly  d i f fe ren t  course  as  resards  I
d i rec t ion .  As  fa r  as  he  cou ld  see.  the  I
m a c l : . i n e  d i d  n o t  n t a k e  a l ) y  a t t e n r n t  t o  i
r ise. \Vherr it got close to i lre snec- |
ta to rs ,  s ' i tness  drqS lpe( l  ro  Ure  s round I
r 1 e  c o u l d  n o t  g t r e  a n y  a c e u r i r  t e  c s t i _  |
mate  o f  t l t c  cu l l l l ;a ra t j r .e  speec ls  o f  t l re l
th ree  r r re | ines .  I ' l r c  sound o t  1 ro  en- ' ' l
q l "u .  9_ I  l -ans . l l ' s  aerup iane i r r , t i t la tcd  Il h a t  l t  l r e t s  I u i l c [ i o l l i n g  ] r r u p c l l ] .



SAW MACHINE DIVE 

Schoolmaster's Evidence 

Made Children Scatter 

Mr. G. L. Doyle (Page, Hodgman. 
Seager. and Doyle), instructed by the 
Crown Solicitor (Mr. A. E. Banks 
Smith), appeared for the Police Depart-
ment. Mr. W. Ellis Cox (Dobson. 
Mitchell and Mlport) appeared for the 
Commonwealth Government and Flight-
Lieutenant Heffernan and Pilot-Officer 
McLean. Mr. H. C. Wright (Crisp and 
Wright) appeared 	for Pilot-Officer 
Lansell. 	Group-Captain A. T. Cole 
was present on behalf of the Air Acci-
dents Investigation Committee. 

John Holland Airey. schoolmaster at 
Swansea. said that on February 6 he 
watched the three Hawker Demon aero-
planes giving a demonstration flight. 

One of the machines dived over the 
school. It dived directly towards a 
group of children who were standing 
in the school grounds. The chil-
dren scattered, and his own little 
daughter kept very close to him. 

He could not state what height the 
machine was from the ground. A few 
minutes later one of the machines dived 
down near a corner of the school 
grounds. and as it rose it appeared to 
witness as though it would strike a 
poplar tree opposite the motor garage 
of the Swansea and East Coast Motor 
Co. The tree would not he more than 
100 feet high. The other machines 
were clivin,„ and climbing at intervals. 

To Mr. Cox: He thought it undesir-
able that aeroplanes should come 
down so close to children. 

To Mr. Wright: He was giving the 
children a lesson in the open, so that 
they could see the aeroplanes when 
they arrived. 

WITNESSED DEMONSTRATION. 

Josiah Archibald Cotton, pastoralist, 
of Swansea, said that he was present 
at the aerodrome when the Hawker 
Demons were giving a demonstration 
flight on February 6. He was stand-
ing about 40 or 50 yards from the big 
stump, in the direction of the entrance 
gate. There were about 80 or 90 per-
sons present. As the machines started  

to "warm up" the crowd moved over-
towards the fence, but was in approxi-
mately the same position after tne 
machines moved off as it was imme-
diately before. The first machine 
appeared to become air-borne after a 
run of about 250 yards It rose a few 
feet, and remained at that height till 
about 50 yards from the spectators, then 
rose gradually The second machine 
did likewise, but the third machine 
rose several feet, then appeared to drop 
slightly, with the undercarriage about 
two or three feet from the ground. It 
remained at that height till the accident 
happened, then rose very sharply From 
the sound of the engine he would say 
that it was functioning perfectly From 
an inspection of marks on the ground 
subsequently he considered that the 
right wing of the machine passed over 
the stump. Witness spoke to Flight-
Lieut. Heffernan afterwards. He made 
a gesture expressive of chagrin and 
said, "To think that such a thing as this 
should happen." Witness added that he 
could see the heads of the pilot and 
observer as the machine approached 

To Mr. ('ox: He did not notice where 
Mrs. and Miss Cotton were standing 
when Lansell's machine started to take 
off. The position of the spectators did 
no ma terially alter after the first ma-
chine took off When he spoke to 
Flight-Lieutenant Heffernan. they were 
both too upset to enter into any discus-
sion about possible causes of the mis-
hap. 
• To Mr. Wright: He would say that the 
first two machines were about 30ft. up 
when they passed over the spectators. 

MADE LEAVES RUSTLE. 

Hector Joseph Ford. employed at the 
Bay View Hotel, said one of the Hawker 
Demon machines passed over the middle 
of the hotel at a height of about 150ft. 

He saw one of the aeroplanes pass so 
close to an oak tree near the hotel that 
the air current it created caused the 
leaves to rustle and make a sound like 
wind going through the tree. 

To Mr. Cox: In his opinion, the lowest 
any of the machines got when he was 
watching them was about 150ft. 

ALMANAC DISLODGED. 

Christopher William Bush, boot-
maker, said his shop was opposite the 
Swansea State School. He heard the 
Hawker Demon machines pass over. 

The vibration created by the third 
machine shook the building in which his 
premises were situated, and era almanac 
which was tacked up on the window 
frame was dislodged. 

Hawker Demons which visited Swan-
sea and gave a demonstration on Febru-
ary G. The visit of th -2 machines was 
arranged following a request from the 
Glamorgan Council. He reported to 
the council clerk (Mr. J. D. Tanner) 
and the Warden (Mr. L. Amos) on 
arrival. 

The Curoncr: What was the purpose 
of the visit? 

Witness: To give demonstration 
flights and let the public know some-
thing  ng of the performance of the mach-
ines. 

Would the demonstration include 
aerobatics?—It would include formation 
flying over the town, but not aero-
batics. 

Witness, continuing, said that the 
three machines arrived in flight forma-
tion at a height of about 1.500ft. He 
gave the signal to break formation. and 
dived his machine in front of the Bay 
View Hotel. along the beach. At no 
stage was his altitude less than 100ft. 

The Coroner: Is that an estimate? 
Witness: Not exactly. There is a 

time log in the altimeter for which one 
makes allowance 

Why did you dive your machine?—
To show the people what the machine 
would do. 

What would you say to the sugges-
tion that one of the machines dived 
at a group of school children?—One 
does not do aerobatics over a crowd. 

Would you dive a machine over 
houses?—It is impossible sometimes 
to do  without going over h 	es   

Witnesr denied that any of the three 
machines performed aerobatics or 
dived over the township, so far as 
he observed. 

He said that if the engine had failed 
it would have been possible to land the 
machine on the beach or go into the 
sea. The speed of the machine at the 
bottom of a dive would be about 200 
miles an hour. The closest his machine 
had been to the group of school chil-
dren was about 200 yards. 

Mr. Cox: What would you say to a 
statement that the vibration from one 
of the machines shook a building and 
dislodged an almanac? 

Witness: I would be inclined 	trew 
it vely lightly. The machine.,  would 
have to be very close to the building to 
cause that. I would be inclined to 
disbelieve it. 

The Coroner: How are you in a posi-
tion to disbelieve it? 

Witness said that all the dives he 
made were over the sea in front of the 
hotel 

SAW MACHTNE DIVE

Schoolrnaster's Eviderice

Made Children Scatter

f  I  r ' .  G .  L .  D o y l e  (  l ' a g c ,  H o d g n l a n .
-qeager .  and Doy le ) .  ins t ruc ted  by  the
c r o r v r l  S o l i c i t o r  ( ] 1 r . . \ .  t r .  B a n h s
Snr i th ) ,  appeared fo r  the  [ ,o l i ce  Depar t -
D)ent .  l . I r .  \ v .  l l l l i s  ( iox  (Dobson,
f l i t c ' i r c l l  a r r r l  . \ l l p o r t )  a p n e a r . e d  i o r  t [ ] r
{ lonr l r ron lvea l t l t  C iovernme n  t  and ! - l i sh t -
I - ieu tenant  HetTernau and P i lo t -Of i i cer
] I c l e a n .  l I r .  R .  C .  W r i g h t  ( C r i s p  a n d
\ ! ' r igh t )  aDpeared fo r  P i lo t -Of f i cer
L a n s e l l .  G r o u p - C a p t a i n  A .  T .  C o l e
was present  on  be l la l t  o f  the  A i r  Acc i -
d c n t s  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e .

John F{o l land A i rey .  schoo l rnas ter  a t
S \sansea.  sa id  tha t  on  February  6  he
. \ ta tched the  th ree  Hawker  Demon aero-
p lanes  g iv ing  a  demonst ra t ion  f l igh t .

O n e  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e s  d i v e d  o v e r  t h e
s c h o o l ,  l t  d i v e d  d i r e c t l y  t o w a r d s  a
g r o u p  o f  c h i l d r e n  w h o  w e r e  s t a n d i n g
i n  t h e  s c h o o l  g r o u n d s .  T h e  c h i l -
d r e n  s c a t t e r e d .  a n d  h i s  o w n  l i t t l e
d a u g h t e r  k e p t  v e r y  c l o s e  t o  h i m .

F Ie  cou ld  nb t  s ta te  what  he igh t  the
nrach ine  rvas  f ronr  the  ground.  .q ,  tew
rn inu tes  la te f  one o f  t l te  mach ines  d ived
down near  a  corner  o f  thc  schoo l
g r o u n d s .  a n d  a s  i t  r o s e  i t  a p p e a r e d  t o
u ' i t n e s s  a s  t h o u g h  i t  w o u l d  s t r i k e  a
p o p l a r  t f e e  o p p ( r s i t e  t l t e  n t o t o r  g a r a g e
of  the  Swansea : rnc l  Eas t  Coast  l lo to r
Co.  The t |ee  tvoDld  no t  be  more  than
1 l to  fee t  h igh .  ' l ' he  o t l ie r  mach ines
\ ! 'e re  d iv i t ' to  and c l imb ing  a t  i t . l te rva ls .

To  XI r .  Cox :  F Ie  thoug l l t  i t  uudes i r -
ab le  tha t  aeroP lanes  shou ld  co l r le
do\ \n  so  c lose  to  ch i ld ren .

1'o I\1r. Wright: Fle sas giviDg tire
ch i la l reD a  lesson in  the  open,  so  tha t
they  cou ld  see the  aeroPlanes  wher
they arrived.

W I T N E S S E D  D E M O N S T R A T I O N '

Jos iah  Arch iba ld  Cot ton ,  pas tora l i s t '
of Srvansea, said that be lras preserlt

a t  the  €rerod . rome when the  Hawker
.l)emons rvere giving a demonstr"ati lrn
f l igh t  on  February  6 .  He r ras  s tand-
ins  about  40  or  50  5 'a rds  f rom t l le  l - , ig
s t u m n .  i n  t h e  d i l ' e c t i o n  o f  t h e  e l l t r a l l c e
sa te .  There  s 'e re  about  80  or  90  per -
ions nresent. As the machines startcd

to  "s 'a rD l  up"  the  c rorvd  moved over
1o$ 'a rds  t l re  fencr ,  bu t  l ras  i l t  a l )p ro l i i -
mate ly  the  same pos i t ion  a f re r  t r )e
nlaehines moved off as it r l 'as irrrme-
d ia te ly  be f  o re .  The nrs t  mach ine
appeared to  become a i r -borne  a f te r  a
run  o f  about  l i50  I 'a rds  I t  rose  a  few
f e e t .  a n d  r e m a i n e d  a t  t h : ] t  h e i g h t  t i l l
about  50  yards  f rom the  spec ta to rs ,  t i ren
t 'ase  S i radua l ly  The second mach ine
d id  l i kewise ,  bu t  the  th i rd  mach ine
rose severa.l feet. then a.ppeared to drop
s l igh t ly ,  \ y i th  the  undercar r iage about
two or  tb ree  fee t  f rom the  ground.  I t
remained a t  tha t  he i ! .h t  t i l l  the  acc i t len t
happened,  then rose  ver l ' sharp ly  From
t h e  s o u n d  o f  t h e  e n g i n e  h e  s ' o u l d  s a y
t h a t  i t  r y a s  f u n e t i o n i n g  p e r ' I e c t l y  F I o n r
an inspec t ion  o f  marks  on  the  ground
s u b s e q l r e n t l y  h e  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  t h e
r iE ih t  i l ' i ng  o f  the  mach ine  passed over
the  s tump.  \ { r j tness  spoke to  F l igh t -
L ieu t .  Hef fe rnan a f te r \ ra rds .  He made
a ges ture  express ive  o f  chagr in  and
s a i d ,  " T o  t h i n k  t h a t  s u e h  a  t h i n g  a s  t h i s
shou ld  hapDen. "  I ry i tness  added tha t  he
cor , : ld  see the  heads o f  the  p i lo t  and
o b s e r r . e r  a s  t l r e  m a c ' , i n e  a D n r o a e h e d

To 11r .  C t rx :  He d id  no t  no t ice  where
t r . I rs .  and Miss  Cot ton  were  s tand ing
rvhen Lanse l l ' s  mach ine  s ta r ted  to  take
of f .  The pos i t ion  o f  the  s I )ec ta to rs  d id
no:  mater ia l l , l '  a l te r  a f te r  the  f i rs t  ma-
ch ine  took  o f f  \ l rhen he  spoke to
F l i sh t -  L ieu tenan l  Hef fe rnan they  were
both  too  upset  to  en ter  in to  any  d iscus-
s ion  about  poss ib le  causes  o f  the  mis -
nap.
'  To  t r I r .  Wr igh t :  He wou ld  say  tha t  the
f i rs t  t$ 'o  mach ines  were  about  30 f t .  up
$rhen they passed over the spectators.

M A D E  L E A V E S  R U S T L E .

Heetor  Josepb Ford ,  emplo ] 'ed  a t  the
Bay V ierv  Hote l .  sa id  one o f  the  f {au 'ker
Demon mach ines  passed over  the  midd le
o f  the  ho te l  a t  a  he ish t  o f  about  150f t .

H e  s a w  o n e  o f  t h e  a e r o P l a n e s  P a s s  s o
c l o s e  t o  a n  o a k  t r e e  n e a r  t h e  h o t e l  t h a t
t h e  a i r  c u r r e n t  i t  c r e a t e d  c a u s e d  t h e
l e a v e s  t o  r u s t i e  a n d  m a k e  a  s o u n d  l i k e
w i n d  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  t r e e '

To  t r I r .  Cox :  In  l r i s  op in ion .  the  lowest
any  o f  the  mach ines  go t  when he  * 'as
n'atching them \\ 'as about 150ft.

A L M A N A C  D I S L O D G E D ,

Chrtstopher $'i l l iam Bush, boot-
maker, said his shop $'as opposite the
Swansea State School. He l-reard the
Ilawker Demon macltines pass ovel'.

The  v i b ra t i 6n  c rea ted  by  t he  t h i r o
mach ine  shook  t he  bu i l d i ng  i n  wh i ch  h i s
p rem ises  we re  s i t ua ted ,  and  an  a lmanaa
wh i ch  was  t acked  up  on  t he  w indow
frame was dis lodged,

Flawker Dernons u 'h ich v is i ted Swan-
sea and gave a demot ist fat ion on Febru-
ary 0.  ' I ' t re v is i t  of  thr  nrachines was
arranged fo l lou ' ing a request  f rom the
GlamorEiar)  Counci l .  He reported to
the counci l  c lerk ( l I r .  J .  D.  l .anner)
zrnd the \ \ 'arden ( l l r .  L.  Arnos) on
arf tva1.

l 'he Cororrcr :  \ \ ' i la t  \ ras t i le  l rurposc
0 f  t he  v i s i l ' i

- . \ \ ' i L r r ess :  1o  g i t e  den rons t l . a t i o r l
n r ! : l r t s  and  l e t  t he  J rub l iC  l i no r v  son :e_
t l r i nF  o f  t Le  I r eL lo rmanL -e  o f  t l l e  nach -
i rr es.

\ \ rould the dernonstrat ion include
aefobat ics ' l - I t  rvould inc lude format ion
f ly ing over the torvn.  but  not  aero-
ba t i c s .

wi t l ress,  cont inuing,  said i l rat  the
three machines arr ived tn n ight  forma-
t ior ' r  at  a beight  of  about 1,b00f t .  He
gave the s igtra l  to break format ion.  and
d-iled his ma"chine in front of the Bay
View Hotel ,  a long t l le  beach.  At  nb
slage was his a l t i tude less than 100f t .

The Coroner:  Is  that  an est imate?
\ \ ' i t ness :  No t  exacu j ' .  The r . e  i s  a

t ime  l og  i n  t he  a l t ime te r  f o r  s -h i ch  one
ma l i es  a l l on .ance

_  \ \ ' h y  d i d  you  d i ve  you r .  r nach ine? -
l o  show  t l r e  peop le  n ' l r a t  t he  mach ine
wou ld  do .

. .  W h 3 t  w o u l d  y o u  s a y  t o  t h e  s u g g e s -
t r o n  t h a t  o n e  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e s  d i v e d
a t  a  g r o u p  o f  s c h o o l  c h i l d r e n ? - O n e
d o e s  n o t  d o  a e r o b a t i c s  o v e r  a  c r o w d ,
.  W o u l d  y o u  d i v e  a  m a c h i n e  o v e r
h o u s e s ? - l t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  s o m e t i m e s
t o  d o  a e r o b a t i c s  w i t h o r , r t  g o i n g  o v e r
h o u s e s .

W i t n e s s  d e n i e d  t h a t  a n y  o f  t h e  t h r e e
m a c h i n e s  p e r { o r m e d  a e r o b a t i c s  o r
d r v e d  o v e r  t h e  t o w n s h i p ,  s o  f a r  a s
h e  o b s e r v e d .

: ea .  Thc  speed  o f  r he  maCh ine  a t  t he  I
oo t t om o f  a  d i \ e  wou ld  be  abou t  ?0L r  I
m i l e5  sn  t r . r r .  Thc  c l oses t  t r i s  mach ine  Ihad been ro the Froup ot  sctroot  ct i i i -  id ren  was  abou t  : 00  ) . a rds .  I

.  Al r .  Ccx:  \ \ 'hat  s.ould 5.ou sav to a Is t a ten ren t  t ha t  t he  v i b ra t i on  f . om  on "  Io l  t ne  mac l t i r r es  shook  a  bu i l d i ng  a r rd  Id is lodged aLn almanac.? 
-  

I

H e  s t i d  t h a r  i f  r h e  e r r g i u e  h a d  f a i l e d
I t  \ v o u l d  h a v e  L e o n  p o s s i b l e  t o  l a n d  t h e
m a c h i n e  o n  t h e  b e a c h  o r  g o . i n t o  t h e
sea.  The speed o f  tbe  mach ine  a t  thF

.  \ \ ' i tness:  I  \ rould be i r rc i ined t i  t r . , . : r  I
l !  veL y _ l ig ;h i l ) - .  . f  l le  machine. .  n,ould It l a ve  Lo  t l e  ve t . y  c l ose  t o  t he  bu i l d rng  t o  i
E?$li,,"t|""i;. 

I rvoulcl be inclined- to
The Coroner:  Horv ale

t ion ro d isbel ieve i t?
Witness said rhat  a l l

fi:i 
*""" over the sea

you in a posi-

the dives
in froDt of

he
the



Mr. Cox: What do you say to the 
suggestion that the air current on one 
of the machines caused the leaves of 
a tree to rustle? 

Witness: 1 have never heard of a 
slip sti eam affecting anything on the 
ground. The machine would have to 
be very close to the tree, and deflect its 
slip stream on to the tree. 

DIVING QUITE SAFE. 

Flight-Lieutenant Heffernan said 
that the high speed of the machine 
would make diving quite safe. 

Referring to the demonstration at 
the aerodrome in the afternoon. wit-
ness said the machines were tested on 
the ground, and he saw there was no 
one in fi ont of them before taking oft 

The Coroner expressed doubt as 
to the relevance of some of the ques-
tions asked by Mr. Cox, and said: 
"What I want to know is why this 
particular machine could not avoid 
striking the deceased." 

The witness said that as he was tak-
ing off his machine was bumped into 
the air by a line of sags. He levelled 
his machine, and flew parallel to the 
ground for several seconds. When he 
elevated his machine it was about 50 or 
100 yards fl om the spectators. When 
he passed over them his altitude was 
about 3oft. It would be possible for 
any pilot to see spectators on the 
ground by looking over the left-hand 
side of the machine. He had no dif-
ficulty in passing over the crowd. He 
noticed that Lansell's machine did not 
become air-borne as quickly as his had 
done. 

In answer to further questions. wit-
ness stated that he disputed the state-
ment that the crowd did not alter its 
position materially after his machine 
took off He did not make any repre-
sentations about moving the crowd. 
as to his mind they were quite safe 
where they were standing He could 
offer no explanation as to the marks 
found on the ground near the stump 
It was possible that the oil was splash-
ed from the undercarriage of the 
machine. 

GOVERNMENT'S DESIRE. 

Mr. Cox said that. so  far as the 
Commonwealth Government was con-
cerned, it wished to place everything 
possible at the Coroner's disposal. If 
any good purpose could be served by 
arranging a further demonstration of 
the Hawker Demon machine. it would 
be done. 

Questioned by Mr Cox with regard to 
technical details, Flight-Lieutenant 
Heffernan saiC the Hawker Demon was 
sluggish compared with other machines 
of the type. That was due to its 
weight. small wing area. and the fact 
that the engine did not develop its full 
horse-power at ground level, but was 
designed to give its best performance 
at altitudes over 10.000ft. The torque 
of the engine created a noticeable swing 
to the left when taking off. When on 
the ground there was no forward view 
As soon as the machine became air-
borne. an  adjustment had to be made to 
allow the machine to be flown level 
An Air Force instruction was that once 
the machine became air-borne it had to 
be held level until full flying speed was 
attained. 

Flight-Lieutenant  Heffernan said 

Was there anything that appealed to 
you as dangerous before you took off?—
No. 

Witness stated that Hawker Demon 
machines had been in use in Australia 
since last August. He had been flying 
them since the beginning of the present 
year, and had had about 12 hours of 
flying in the machines prior to coming 
to Tasmania. Pilot-Officer Lansell had 
had about the same amount of experi-
ence or a little more. 

The Coroner: Would you be acting 
against orders in flying low or diving 
over a town? 

'Witness: In these circumstances it 
would not be. Our orders state that 
a machine must not be flown over a 
populated area unless at such a height 
that it can glide to a point outside the 
area.  

Flight-Lieutenant Heffernan said he 
would regard 500ft. as the minimum safe 
height when flying level over a township 
like Swansea. The engines and con-
trols of all the machines were in perfect 
order so far as he knew. 

The Coroner: You came here to give 
a demonstration? 

Witness: Yes. 
Why did you not demonstrate over 

the aerodrome instead of over the 
township?—There was nobody at the 
aerodrome in the morning. They did 
not start to come out until the after-
noon. 

Is not the aerodrome the proper place 
to perform aerobatics?—Our regula-
tions state aerobatics must not be per-
formed over an aerodrome unless at a 
height of at least 6,000ft., and a dis-
tance of three miles from the aero-
drome. That would be useless from 
the viewpoint of a demonstration. 

Witnesses state that you were doing 
aerobatics over the town?—They may 
have meant that some of the dives were 
started from a point a little inland. 

Suppose somebody were ill or nervy? 
—That would be unfortunate, but we 
were asked to come here and give a de-
monstration, and we.did. 

Because you were invited to give 
a demonstration, you consider you 
were entitled to dive and zoom over 
the township at a low altitude?—No. 
It would not be done at a low alti-
tude. 
The schoolmaster has told us that 

the children scattered when the mach-
ine dived towards them?—The last 
time we were at Swansea the children 
ran for cover when we were 1,000ft. up. 
(Laughter.) 

If the ,schoolmaster told the truth it 
was contrary to your instructions?—:• 
suppose so. 

Can you offer any explanation as t 
why these unfortunate fatalities occur 
red?—Nothing at all, unless it was 
combination  those circumstances a 
possibilities that I have mentioned. 

The Coroner pointed out that th 
was little possibility of concluding 
evidence that day, and adjourned 
inquest until 2 p.m. on March 4 
Hobart. 
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I\1r. Cos: What do you sa.y to the
suggest ion  tha t  the  a i r  cur ren t  on  one
of  the  mach ines  caused.  the  leaves  o f
a  t ree  to  rus i le?

Wi tness :  I  i tave  never  heard  o f  a
s l j .p  s t - l  eam a f fec t ing  aDl ' th ing  on  the
ground.  The nach ine  $ .ou ld  [ ]ave  to
be very close to the tree, and cleflect its
s l rp  s t ream on to  the  t ree .  :

D I V I N G  Q U I T E  S A F E .

. F I i E h t - L i e u t e n a n t  l { e l f e r n a r r  s a i d
I n a t ,  t h e  i r i g l r  s p e ^ d  o f  t h e  m a e h i n e
\ l ' o u t d  l l i t k e  d i v i n r . 1 u i t e  s a f e .
. ,  [ e r o r l ' t ' ) A  l o  t i r c  d e r r r , t ] s t ] . a t i o n  a l
I n e  A e r o d l ' u m e  i l  j  I  I r e  i r f  l C t , n u { , n .  \ v i t -
n e s s  s t i d  t h e  n t a e i r i n e s  \ \ . e t , e  l e s t e d  o n
the  ground.  and he  saw there  \ {as  no
o n e  i n  f t o l t t  o f  t h e n t  b e f o | e  t a k i n g  o f l

.  T h e  C . o r o n e r  e x p r e s s e d  d o u b t  a s
r o  t h e  r c j e v a n c e  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  q u e s .
E r o n s  a s k e d  b y  M r ,  C o x ,  a n d  s a i d :
. _ : " 1 " , , t  w a n t . t o  k n o w  i s  w h y  t h i sp a I t t c L r t a r .  m a c h i n e  c o u l d  n o t  

-  
a v o i d

s : r t k t n g  t h e  c j e c e a s e d . ' ,

.  T h e - s  i r n c s s  s r i d  t l r a t  a s  l l e  w a s  t a k _
1 l l 3  o f t  h i s  n r u I h t n e  $ . a s  L u l l t p e d  i n t . )
i l l e  a l r  p l  a  I i n e  o f  s a g s .  H e  l e v e l l e d
n l s  r n a c l t i r r e .  a r r d  f f e $ .  p a r a l l e l  t o  t l t egrour rd  

- fo r  sc \ -e ra . l  seconds.  t \ .hen he
c r e - v a t e d _  h i s  t n r c h i n e  i i  $ . a s  a b o u l  l r r  o r
l u u  I ' a r d s  f ; o t n  t h e  s l ) e c L a t o r s .  \ y h e n
n e  p a s s e d  o v e r  t ] ) e m  h i s  a l t i t u d e  \ \ . a s
B- t rou t  

.30 f t .  I t  \1 'ou ld  be  poss ib le  fo r
a .y  p i lo t  to  see spec ta to rs  on  thc
S r o u n d  b y  I o o k i n g  o v c r  t h e  l e f t _ h a n d
s r o e ,  0 1 . u t e  n t a c h i n e .  H e  h a d  n o  C i f -
n c u - r t l  

_ t n .  p a s s i n g  o \ . e r  t h e  c r o l v d .  H e
n o r l c e d  t h a t -  L a n s e l l ' s  m a c h i n e  d i d  n o t
o e e o m e  a i r - b o r n e  a s  q u i c k l y  a s  l l i a  h a d
o o n e .

lD  ans$.er  to  fu r ther  ques t ions .  n , i t -
n e s s  s t a l e d  l h a t  h e  d i s p u t e d  t h e  s t a t e _
n t e n l .  t h a t  i l t e  c l . o \ . d  d i d  n o t  a l t e r  l t Fp o s l t l o n  n ) a t e r i a l j y  a f t t r  h i s  m a c h i n e
l u o l i  o l l  H e  d i c l  n o t  n r a k e  a n y  r e p r e _
ser ta t ions  about  mov lng  the  c rowc l .
a s  t o  h i s  n l i n d  t h e . v  n . e r . e  q u i t e  s a f e
M c r e  t h e J  \ t e r e  s t a n d i l i g  l i e  c o u l d
o n e r  

- n o  e s n l a n i t t i o n  a s  t o  t h e  _ u r t a r
round on  the-  g rou i ld  near  i l te  s tump
r t_ \1 'as  poss ib le  tha t  the  o i l  r l ,as  sp l ia l j -
od  l ro ln  the  u l ldercar r iagc  o i  thenlaclt I n e.

G O V E R N M E N T ' S  D E S I R E .

^  f l r .  Cox  sa jd  t i )a t .  so  fa r  as  $ )e
Uomntonwea l tb  Govern lnent  was  con-
cerne.d , ,  i t  u . i shed to  p lace  every t .h ing
I ) o s s l b l e  a t  t  h e  C o r o n e r ' s  d i s p o s a l .  I l
any  good purpose ccu ld  be  served by
a- r rang ing  a  fu f ther  demonst ra t ion  o f
t h e - H a u ' k e r  D e m o n  r t a c h i n e .  i t  w o u l d
0 e  d o n e .

Que.s t ioned br .  l { r  Cos  n , ! th  regar r i  to
r e c h n l c a l  d e t a i l s ,  F I j q h t _ l , j e u r e n a n :
Hef fe rnan sa i i  i l . l e  Hawker  Demon was
s l u s g i s h  e o m p a r e d  s , i t h  o t h e r  m a c h i n e s
of  the  type .  That  s 'as  due to  i t s
q ,e ish t .  smal l  $ ' ing  area .  and the  fac i
t h a t  t h e  e n g i n e  d i d  n o r  d e v e l o p  i t s  f u l l
horse-po$ 'e r  a t  g round leve l ,  bu t  i1 ,as
des igned to  g jve  i t s  bes t  per fo rmal rce
a r  a l t i t u d e s  o r : e r  1 0 . 0 0 0 f t .  T h e  t o r o u e
o l  t h e  e n t r i n e  c r e a l e d  a  n o t i " e a b l c  s w i n g
to  the  le f t  $hen tak ins  o f f .  ! t r 'hen  on
the  € i round t l te re  was no  fo rward  v ies ,
As  soon as  the  rnach ine  became a i r -
b o | n e .  a n  a c l j u s t n t e n t  h a d  t c ,  b e  m a d e  t o
a l low the  mach ine  to  be  f lo \1 ,n  leve l
An A i r  Force  ins t ruc t ion  q 'as  tha t  once
t i )e  mach i r . te  became a i r -borne  i t  had to
bo he ld  leve l  un t i l  fu l l  f l1 - ing  speed was
a t t r i n e d .

F l igh t -L ieu tenant  t le t fe rnan sa id

TVas thcrc  a ' I l y th ing  thac  app^a196 1 t
l -ou  as  dangerous  be fore  you took  o f f? -
No.

Wi tness  s ra ted  tha t  I {a rvker  Demoi i
rnsch ines  h i rd  been in  use  in  Aus t r i l i i a
s i n c e  I a s t  - \ l : g u s t .  t I c  i r a d  h o r ' n  : 1 1 - i n ;
r l , d , t r  s i h . 6  i l l a  h . c i n h i r , ' - , 1 f  r h o  h , ' a L ^ , r r

year ' ,  and had had about  1 : l  hours  o t
r i f  i r r g  i n  t l ) e  n r a c h i n e s  p r i o r  t o  c o m i n g
to Tasmani:r. Pilot-Ofiicer Lansell had
ha.d  about  tbe  same amount  o i  exper i -
ence or a l itt le n]ore.

The Coroner :  \ t r 'ou ld  you be  ac t ing
a s r i l r s t .  c l ' d e r b  i n  t l 5  i n g  l u r v  o r  d i v i n g
o v e l ' a  t o w n  i

\V i luess i  In  these c i rcunrs tances  i t
\ ! o u l d  n r ) t  b e .  O u r  o | d e r s  s t a t e  t l r a . \
i r  rnach ine  must  r lo t  be  f lo r tu  ovsr  a
l lopu la ted  area  un less  a t  such a  he igh t
tha t  i t  can  g l ide  to  a  po in t  ou ts ide  the
orea.

I r l igh l -L ieu tenan!  Hef fe rna , r :  sa id  he
wou ld  fegard  500f t .  as  the  min imum safe
l o i g l r  \ \ ' l r c n  d f  i n g  l e v e l  o v ^ r  a  t o \ v n s h  p
l i k e  S r s a n s , " e .  T h e  e t t g i n e s  a n r l  c ( ) l l -
Lrols or- all the macil ines rv€re in perfect
crder so far as he kneIv.

The Coroner :  You camo here  to  g ivo
a demonsfa t ion?

'Wi tness :  
Yes .

\vhy did you not demonstrate over
the aerodrone instead of over the
townsh ip?-There  r r -as  nobody a t  the
aerodrome ln  the  morn iDg.  They  d id
not start to come out unti l the after-
noon.

Is  no t  the  aerodrome the  p foper  p lace
t o  p e L ' f o r : n  3 e r o b a r i c s  l - O u r  r e g u l a -
t ions  s ta te  aerobat ics  must  no t  be  per -
to rmed o1 'c f  an  aerodrome un less  a t  a
he ish t  o f  a t  leas t  6 ,000t t . ,  and a  d is -
tance o i  th ree  !n i les  f ro rn  the  aero-
drome.  That  l vou ld  be  use less  l ro rn
the  v ie rvpo in t  o f  a  demonst |a t ion .

\t itnesses state that ] 'ou were doing
aero ta t i cs  over  the  to lvn?-They mt ry
ha.ve  meant  tha t  some o l  the  d ives  were
s tar tec l  f rom a  po in t  a  l l t t le  in land.

Suppose somebody $-ere  i l l  o r  nerv ) - 'a
-That  wou ld  be  un for tunate ,  bu t  n 'e
s ,e r r l  asked to  co lne  here  and g ive  a  de-
m o r l s t r a t i o l ' r .  a n d  r v e .  d i d .

B e c a u s e  y o u  w e r e  i n v i t e d  t o  g i v e
a  d e m o n s t r a t i o n ,  y o u  c o n s i d e r  y o u
w e r e  e n t i t l e d  t o  d i v e  a n d  z o o m  o v e r
t h e  t o w n s l t i p  a t  a  l o w  a l t i t u d e ? - N o .
I t  w o u l d  n o t  b e  d o n e  a t  a  l o w  a l t i .
t u d e ,

The schoo lmastc r  has  to ld  us  tha t
the  ch i ld ren  sco t te red  when the  mach-
ine  d ived towards  them?-The las t
ti.me we rvere at S$'ansea the children
ran fo r  covcr  when 1ve [ 'e l r€  1 .000f t .  uD.
(Laughter . )

I f  lhe .schoo lmaster  to ld  the  t ru th  i t
rvhs  cont ra ry  to  your  lns t ruc t lous?- . .
suppose so .

i  Can you of fer  anl '  explanat ion as t
I  rvhy lhese unfor tunate fata l i t ies occul
l red?-r \ot l i lng a. t  a i l ,  u l l less i t  was
]combinat ion of  those c i rcumstances a
I  oossib i l i t ies Lhal  I  have ment ionet t .

I tt u Co.or.er pointed out that th,
I rvas little possibillty of concluding l
I  ev idence that  day,  and adjourned
inquest until 2 p.m. on March il
Hobart.
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possible at the Coroner's disposal. If 
any good purpose could be served by 
arranging a further demonstration of 
the Hawker Demon machine. it would 
be done. 

Questioned by Mr Cox with regard to 
technical details, Flight-Lieutenant 
Heffernan sale. the Hawker Demon was 
sluggish compared with other machine:- 
of the type. That was due to its 
weight. small wing area. and the fact 
that the engine did not develop its full 
horse-power at ground level. but was 
designed to give its best performance 
at altitudes over 10,000ft. The torque 
of the engine created a noticeable swing 
to the left when taking off. When on 
the ground there was no forward view 
As soon as the machine became air-
borne. an  adjustment had to be made to 
allow the machine to be flown level 
An Air Force instruction was that once 
the machine became air-borne it had to 
be held level until full flying speed was 
attained. 

Flight - Lieutenant Heffernan said 
that the runway at the Swansea aero-
drome was considerably smaller than 
that used at Air Force landing grounds. 
He regarded it as unsafe for machines 
like the Hawker Demons. 

The Coroner: Then why did you 
come here? 

Witness: We were ordered here 
by headquarters. 

The Coroner: The department had 
measurements of the aerodrome and, 
knowing the length of the runway, sent 
the machine to Swansea to give a de. 
rnonstration? 

Witness: I did not actually say that 
the aerodrome was unsafe, but 1 would 
not like to be operating on it continually 
owing to its rough surface. 

The Coroner referred to an instruc-
tion issued to pilots by the Civil Avia- 

tion Department in 1933 relating to 
accidents on aerodromes due to in-
sufficient care being taken to avoid col-

' lisions with other aircraft, motor 
vehicles, or pedestrians. He asked 
Flight-Lieutenant Heffernan whether 
the instruction applied to Air Force 
pilots. 

The witness stated that such instruc-
tions were passed on to Air Force pilots 
for reference purposes only. 

"BOUND BY FLYING ORDERS." 

The Coroner: Do you take no cog-
nisance or notice of them whatever? 

Witness: No. 
Why?—We are bound by our flying 

orders. 

The schoolmaster has told us that 
the children scattered when the mach-
ine dived towards them?—The last 
time we were at Swansea the children 
ran for cover when we were 1,000ft. up. 
(Laughter.) 

If the ,schoolmaster told the truth it 
was contrary to your instructions?—:• 
suppose so. 

Can you offer any explanation as t 
why these unfortunate fatalities occui 
red?—Nothing at all, unless it was 
combination of those circumstances a 
possibilities that I have mentioned. 

The Coroner pointed out that tb 
was little possibility of concluding 
evidence that day, and adjourned 
inquest until 2 p.m. on March 4 
Hobart. 
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told us that

iny good purpose could be served bY
ar ianging a fur ther demonstrat ion of
the Hawker Demon machine.  i t  would

tn J ?iiiJi-i.- iiitritereo . wtren the mach-
i"J "aiuJa- Ioi""ta" them?-The,,,last
;i;"*i;"";;;" u.t S.tt"""t the children

r""io"-"o""t 
'lvhen we $'ere 1'000ft' up'

(Laughter,)

If the .schoolmaster toltl tho truth lt

. " ;*  
"o" l* tv  

to your lnstruct lor ls?--
suppose so.

Questionetl by IlIr Cox with regard to
technieal  a leta i ls ,  FI ight-L ieutenant
Heffernan saii the [Iawker Demon was
slusgish compared \ r ' i th other machines
of the type. That was due to lts
weight .  smal l  wing area.  and the faet
thai-  the engine did not  develop i ts  fu l l
horse-power at  groundl  level .  but  waF
designed to give its best performance
at a l t i tur les over 10.000f t .  The torque
ot the engine created a not iceable swing
to the le. f t  when . taking of f  When on

be done.

l lke the l ian 'ker Demons.
The Coroner:  Their  whY did You

come here?--Witn""" t  
We were ordered here

by headquarters '

I *irl'inil' rin?i't'iii.r" tltalities occu t
l . "af-Nott ' , ing at  a l l ,  .ur l less i t  

wa's

I ii::lllzul:l * "'i Til'"T "#"*?'::.""ii
I 
- 

an" 
"oroner 

Pointetl out that th'
I  *J" ' i i t t l"-possibiutv of conclut l ing'
I i\iiau'"ti' titit dav, 

- 
anal atljourned

iriq"t"""i-""in-z i'.m' on March il'
Hobart'

nt ?4?& z{i 2-3c

the grounrl tl ' lere was no forward view
.l= =oo" as the rhachine became air-
norte.  at  adjustnrent  had to be macle to
aitr* iiie machine to be flown level
An Air Force instruction q'as that once
lhe machine became air-borne it ha'l to
be held level until full flying speed lvas
a  t t a  i  ned . .- 'F i ie i r t  

-  L i "ut" t t^nt  FJef fernan said
t t ,at  t l te I 'uns 'av at  the Swansea aero-
O"o*" iu"" consialerably smaller than
that  uset l  at  Air  Foree landing grounos'
He regaraled i t  as unsate for  mach)nes

The Coroner: The alepartment htg
*"a="t"n i . " ts  of  the aerodrome and
["-o" ' i "e the length of  the runway'  sent

i r- l !" '" i iEni." to'Srtansea to sive a de'
monstrat ion?

-tlo 
n Depa'^Lm":l-^T,"ti :1 l",l3tti." t::l ""i'S-i"^:ii *i**;rs ,.o:?"13 #:i i; ;i l i&i: :,i;,:" ;:';9"* ::"'*,1: "' l :il;i iiiiili::";*l 

"s':tl";,,ffi:"'1" Ts:;
ii":,"'il"?;;;;i;'i'-"PPiiua to Air Force

" 
wit"""", I ctid not actually sq'y that

the aerodr.ome $as uusafe,  but  I - rvould

i i . i  r i r - "1"  be operat ing or)  i t  cont inual ly
or l i r rs to iLs rough sur lace'- 

"rir-" 
Cot:o""r iefet'retl to an instruc'

t lo i i 'L""uo to Di lots bv the Civ i l  Avia-

Di lots.' 
fn" *itnu"" statcd that such instruc'

ti"'n""*"i.-pl"s€d on i-o Air Force pilots

io"'i"i"t-"""* Purposes only'

. .BOUND BY  FLY ING ORDERS ' "

The Coroner:  Do-Vou ta ' l ie  no co;-

,ti#rr"""-ot-"otice of them $'113"te1'er?

Witness:  No.

*ili-w" are bountl bY our fl'Y-iug

orgers.



ATANSEA TRAGEDY CAUSE 
STILL UNKNOWN 

kILEGATIONS OF AEROBATICS 
OVER TOWN DENIED 

• 
Little light was thrown on the circumstances which 

caused the Hawker Demon aeroplane in charge of Pilot 
Officer E. V. Lansell to fly among the crowd on the Swan-
sea aerodrome on February 6 and bring about the deaths 
of Mrs. Kate Louisa Cotton and her daughter June, when 
the inquest was resumed at Swansea yesterday. 

Allegations of diving tactics over the township and 
low flying on the morning of the tragedy were made by 
several local residents. It was stated that one of three 
visiting R.A.A.F. Demons caused the children in the state 
school yard to scatter. A bootmaker said that his shop 
vibrated because of the nearness of a plane, and another 
man declared that the leaves of a tree were stirred by 
the draught created by a propeller. 

Flight-Lieut. P. G. Heffernan, who was in charge of 
the machines, denied the allegations, and said that diving 
manoeuvres took place only over the sea. 

The enquiry was adjourned to Hobart on March 4. 

A ( -3 

The Hobart City Coroner (Mr. W. 
utchins) presided. Mr. Leo Doyle, 
structed by the Solicitor-General's 
apartment conducted proceedings on 
half of the police. Mr. R. C. Wright 
speared for Pilot-Officer E. V. Lan-
11, and Mr. W. Ellis Cox represented 
e Commonwealth Government. 
tight-Lieutenant Heffernan, and Pilot 
Meer D. McLean, who were assoeia.- 
id with the flight. Group-Captain 
drian Cole was present on behalf of 
ie Air Accidents' Investigation Com-
iittee. 

Schoolmaster's Evidence 

John Holland Airey, schoolmaster, of 
Swansea, said that three 'planes ap-
proached Swansea about 10.45 a.m. on 
February 6. They began a demon-
stration of diving over various parts 
of the town, and one in particular 
dived very close to the school. "It 
went very close to the children who 
were playing in the schoolground," he 
said "They scattered, and my own 
little girl kept very close to me. Two 
or three minutes later One of them 
dived down again, and in rising it 
appeared as though it would strike 
the poplar tree opposite the Swansea 
garage." 

Answering Mr. Cox. witness said 
he understood that the 'planes had 
visited Swansea for demonstration 
purposes. The school stood back from 
the beach, on a rise. He would not 
agree with the statement that the 
'planes when diving could have 
turned out to sea at any moment. 
While he experienced no feeling of 
alarm, he thought it was undesirable 
that the machines should have ap-
proached so close to the children. He 
could not give an estimate as to 
how far the 'plane was away from 
the poplar tree when it commenced 
to rise. 

Witness informed Mr. Wright that 
he was giving an open-air lesson to 
enable the children to see the 'planes. 

Made Mark on Stump 

Josiah Archibald Cotton pastoralist, 
of "The Grange," said he was a spec-
tator at the Swansea aerodrome on 
the afternoon of February 6. He was 
. ee_ enrnpr_ about 50 

became air-borne it appeared to me 
to come down slightly and remain 
there. The undercarriage was about 
two or three feet from the ground, 
in which position it remained until 
the accident happened. Then it rose 
very sharply." 

Witness continued that the pilots 
Could have observed where the people 
were congregated before the machines 
left. He was of the opinion, as a re-
sult of consequent inspection, that the 
right wing of the first machine passed 
over a stump at the back of the spec-
tators. He had observed a mark 
about five feet long approximately 
seven yards in front of the stump 
resembling a rub, which possibly was 
caused by the skid wheel of the 'plane. 
"My observation showed me that as 
the machine's head went up its tail 
went down after the accident, as 
demonstrated by the mark on the 
ground," he said. 

Hector Joseph Ford, employed at the 
Bay View Hotel, said he was stand-
ing in the background of the hotel 
on the morning on which the 'planes 
arrived. He observed them break the 
formation and go in different direc-
tions. One machine flew over the hotel 
about 150 feet high, and a little fur-
ther on the current of air from its 
propeller moved the leaves of a nearby 
tree as though the wind was blowing. 
As far as he could judge at the time, 
the lowest point reached by any of 
the 'planes was 110 feet- 

"Shook the Building" 

Christopher William Bush, boots' 
maker, said his shop was opposite the 
school. He heard the three 'planes on 
their arrival at Swansea. The vibra-
tion of one of the machines shook the 
building and an almanac tacked over 
his window fell down. Witness went 
out to look, and thought one of the 
machines -  would hit a gum tree be-
cause it was flying so low. One of the 
Machines appeared not to be much 
higher than the school itself. "The 
'planes seemed to fly considerably 
lower than any that had previously 
demonstrated at Swansea," he said. 

Questioned by Mr. Cox, witness said 
he did not know what caused the vi-
bration: His shop was constructed of 
weatherboards. The almanac was at-
tached to the wall by three or four  

"It kept on going about three feet 
from the ground," he said, "and as fee 
as I could see, it did not make any 
attempt to rise. It came right among 
us. I got down on the ground, and 
when I rose the machine had cleared 
away." He said he could detect no 
ureven note in the engine. 

Answering the Coroner, witness de-
clared that had not the people thrown 
themselves to the ground on the ap-
proach of the third 'plane, he thought 
more would have been killed or in-
jured, 

Not to do Aerobatics 

Patrick George Heffernan, nigh t - 
lieutenant in the Royal Australian Air 
Jecirre said that he had been in the 

ee tee for seven years and one month. 
Ho had been in charge of the flight of 
Hawker Demons which visited Tas-
mania at the beginning of the month. 
Three 'planes made the trip, there be-
ing a pilot and a mechanic in each. 
The demonstration at Swansea had 
been arranged at the request of the 
Swansea Council. 

The Coroner—What was the pur-
pose of the visit? 

Witness—To give demonstrations 
and let the people see what the per-
formances of the machines were like. 

The Coroner—Did that include div-
ing such as was mentioned this morn-
ing? 

Witness—No; formation flying, but 
not aerobatics. 

The witness said that having reach-
ed Swansea, he gave the signal to 
break the formation which was car-
ried out normally. He turned and 

'dived down near the hotel along the 
beach. His machine did not get lower 
than 100 feet. 

The Coroner—Why did you dive? 
Witness—To show the people what 

the machine would do. 
The Coroner—I understOod you to 

say that aerobatics were not included 
in the demonstration? 

Witness—Not over the town. 
Mr. Cox—What is expected of you 

before you do aerobatics? 
Witness—We do not du them over 

a crowd. 
The Coroner—What about houses? 
Witness—It is impossible to do them 

without going over houses at times. 
Witness said that he wished to 

deny that any of the machines dived 
ester the town. So far as he knew, 
the diving took place over the water. 
He could speak positively as to his 
o• • m'ohine. 

Mr. Cox—What would have been the 
peeeeon had your engine failed? 

Witness—In every case we could 
have landed on the beach or gone into 
the water. 

Continuing, the flight lieutenant said 
that he did not approach within SOO 
yards of the school. He would treat 
very lightly the allegation that the 
bootmaker's shop had vibrated be-
cause of the closeness of a 'plane. 

The Coroner—Why? Do you think It 
is a fabrication? 

Witness—I would be inclined to dis-
believe it. A machine would have to 
go very close to me before I could feel 
it. I do not think that a machine 
could go very close to that shop be-
cause of some trees In the vicinity. 

Concerning the tree near the hotel, 
witness said that a 'plane would al-
most have to touch it to move its 
leaves.. A pilot would place himself 
in danger by going close to it. 

The Coroner—Am I to draw the con-
clusipn that the witness who gave this 
evidence was drawing upon his ima-
gination? 

The witness—From my experience, 
Yea. .. 

Witness informed Mr. Cox that, as-
suming that the machines had been 
diving over the town, the inhabitants 
would have been quite safe because 
of the speed. 

Witness Took Off First 

Referring to the incidents of the 
afternoon, witness said that after 
icmnine him instructions he took Off 
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Uttle light was thrown on the eircumstan*" *1ti-tf'

o*sed the frarvker l)emon aeroplane in charge-of _Pilot
Offi";; E. V. Lansell to fly amdlg the crowd on the Swan'
sea aer.odroEre on February 6 and bring about the ileaths
of Mrs. Kate Louisa Cotton and her daughter J'une, when
the inquest was resumed at Swansea yesterday' , -

Aliegations of, diving tactics over the township- and
low flyin? o,n the rnorning of the tragetly were made- by
s€veral local residents. ft was stated that one of three
visitine R.A.A.F. Demons caused the children in the state
schocl"yard to scatter. A htmaker said that his shop
vibrated because of the nearness of a plane, and another
man declared that the leafes of a tree were stirred by
the draught created by a propeller.

Flight-Lieut. P. G. trIefiernan, who was- in-char-ge-of
the rnachines, denied the allegations, and said that diving
manoeuwes took place only over the sea.

The enquiry was adjourned to Hobart on March 4.

"It kept on 8:oing ebout three feet
from the sround," he said, "and as fa!
as I could see, it did not ma,ke any
attemlt to rise. It came right among
us. I got dcrn'n on the 8!ound, and
'n'hen I rose the machine hald clearecl
aN'ay." He said he could detect :1o
ur ' { ' \ 'en note in the ensine,

.\nswering the Coroner, witness tle-
(tared that ?rzrd not the peoTrie throren
titemselves to the Sround cn the ap-
Froach of the third 'Irlane, he thou€rht
:rrore s'ould have b€en killed or in-
ju red.

Not to tlo Aerobatics

i'atritk Gcorge I{effernan, flight-
l i ' : r i lcr rant  in the Fo} 'a l  Austra l ian Air
l : ' ( )1. . . r  sat(1 thzr t  he had been in the
si ' r r  ic"  for  seven f -ears and one month.
llr' lt:rr.l been iu charge of the flight of
liau licr lJemons n'hich visited Tas-
nrania at the beginning of the montb.
[hree 'p]anes ma"de the t r ip,  there be-
ing a pi lot  and a mechanic ln each.
fhe demonstration at Srvansea hacl
been arianged at the request of tire
'.sB-a"nsea, Council-

The Coroner-\ ihat sas tile Pur-
Dd6e af t-he ris,jt?

| 'tfr-itness--4fo gdve demonstratlons
l""a t"t tbe people 3s6 what tire per-

iotit""c." of-the machines 'ivero llk€'

The Coroner-Dicl that include div-

inJ iuclr as Tsas mentioned this Eorn-

Witrese-'No; for!1aticn1 dYina but

not aerobatlcs.

lhe Ilobart City Coroner (Mr. .w.

utehllls) presided. lilr. Leo Doyl6'

structed by tho Solicltor-General's

)Dartmenl conducted proceedings oa

rhalf of tbe pollce. ]Ir' R' C' W-right

,o"rt"a for Pilot-Offflcer E' V' Lan--

iil-;; ^rii. w. Elljs cox represented
; '  Commonweal th Government '
ient-f.i*ute"ant lJeffernan. and Pilot

nier D. ]tclean, who were assocla-
,J--iltn the flisht. Grourr-captain
.drian Colo was present on behalf of

re---t1r -lccraents' Investigation Com-
rittee.
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i."i t"# ci'.rse to tbe chil'lren sriro
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irr"r". The unclerearriage wa! a'bout
tlyo or three feet from the ground.t

in 
-o.t 

icft posttion lt remalnedl until

the aceidenl happened. T'hen lt rose

ire4i sharply.t'-frht""""^ 
contlnueil that the pUols

eouia- trave observed where the people

w"r" .nttg"egated rbefore the ma'chines
left. lle wa's of the oplnlon' as a re-

orft ot eonsequent inspectlc'Tr' that the
iGirt *i"s of the flrst ma.ctrlne passed
oier a. stump at the back of the spec--
tators. He bad observedl a marx

"ft""t 
ffve feet lonEi e'pproxlmately

seven -l'ards in front of the stumP
resemllllng: a rnb, I'hich possibly -was
cause,a l-i ttre sliid wh€el of the 'plane'

"lIy obsin'ation showed me that as
the' macirine's head went up tts tail
went dorn a,fter the aceident' as
demonsirated bY the mari{ on the
g'round," he said.* 

Hectc/r Josenh Ford' emplol'ed at th-e
Bay \ ' iew Hotel ,  said he q 'as stano-
ing in tire background of the hotel
on tne morning on rfhich the 'planes

a.trived. He observed them break the
formation and go in different dir€c-
tions. One machine flgw over the holel
about 150 feet high, and a little fur-
ther on the current crf air from its
Trroneller moved the leaves of a nearby
i.no. as thoush the wind was blo'q'ing'
As far as he could Judge at the time'
tb6 lwest r.,oint rea.ched by an1'' of
the 'Fla.nes s'as 150 feet.

"Shook Ure Builtling'

Clristopler T\.ill jam Bush, toot-'
nrali€r, seid tris shop q-as opposite the
scjhool. IIe heard the three 'platres on
tileir arriva"l at Ssansea. The vibra-
tjon of one of the machlnes shook the
building and an almanac tacked over
lis . rr-indow fell doKn. 

'\&'itlress :rent
out to look, and thought one o! the
rnachines Fould hit a gum tree be-
cause it v-as flying so low. One of the
machines appea.red not td be much
higher than the school itself. "The
lpianes seemed to fly considera,bly
los'er than any that had previously
demonstrated at Swansea,'r he said.

Questioned by 1\Ir. Cox, witness safd
?re did not knoev. rrhat caused the yi-
t,fatic'n; lTis shor \-as eonstructed of
T'eatherboards. The almanae lias at-
tached to the wall by three or four

The Coroner-'Why diil You dlve?,
W-ilness-lo ghow the People what

the machine would do.

Thq Cor.oner-I understood You -to
.r,r irttt aerobatics E'ere noi included
tn the desonstration?

witness-Not over the town.
!Ir. Cox-What is exlpected of You

befor4 yoll do aerobatics?
'Witness-We do not dg them oYgr

a crowd.
The Coroner-W?lat about houses?
W'itness-It is lmposslble to do them

without Foin8i over houses at tim€s.
W-itness saici that ho wished to

,leny that any of tho machines dived
orfer tho town. So far as he knew,
the diviDg took place over the water.
He could speak PositiYely as to his
o '  m .c11 ine .

ilIr. Cox-I!'hat w'ould have been the
puorr .on i rad your engine fa11ed?

Witness-In every c€-se we could.
have landed on tlre bea,ch or goDe i4to
the .water.

Continuin& the fight lieuteEant said
that he did not aPProaclr withlB :00
yards of, the school. He would treat
very lightly the alleg'ation that the
bootmaker'e shop bad vibrated be-
cause of the closetress of a'plane.

The Coroner-Why? Do you think !t
i€ a fa.bricatloE?

Witness-I would be inclined to dis-
believ€ lt. A machine would have to
€io lrery closo to :rrte befor€ I couli! leel
it. I do not think that a machln|
could I'o very close to that shop be-
cause of eome trees ln the vlclnity.
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Schoolmaster's Evidence 

John Holland Alrey, schoolmaster, of 
Swansea, said that three 'planes ap-
proached Swansea about 10.45 a.m. on 
February 6. They began a demon-
stration of diving over various parts 
of the town, and one in particular 
*lived very close to the school. "It 
went very close to the children who 
were playing in the schoolo-round," he 
said. "They scattered, and my own 
little girl kept very close to me. Two 
or three minutes later One of them 
dived down again, and in rising It 
appeared as though it would strike 
the poplar tree opposite the Swansea 
garage." 

Answering Mr. Cox. witness said 
he understood that the 'planes had 
visited Swansea for demonstration 
/purposes. The school stood back from 
the beach, on a rise. He would not 
agree with the statement that the 
'planes when diving could have 
turned out to sea at any moment. 
While he experienced no feeling of 
alarm, he thought it was undesirable 
that the machines should have ap-
proached so close to the children. He 
could not give an estimate as to 
how far the 'plane was away from 
the poplar tree when it commenced 
to rise. 

Witness informed Mr. Wright that 
be was giving an open-air lesson to 
,enable the children to see the 'planes. 

Made Mark on Stump 

Josiah Archibald Cotton. pastoralist, 
of "The Grange," said he was a spec-
tator at the Swansea aerodrome on 
the afternoon of February 6. He was 
in the south-eastern corner, about 50 
Yards from the tree stump. "I ob-
served the first two machines take off 
in a direction which seemed to me to 
be in a diriect line with spectators," 
he said. 'The people numbered 110 
to 80. The first machine appeared to 
become air-borne about 250 yardS from 
the position from whicih it commenced 
its run. It seemed to commence its 
gradual climb about 50 yards from the 
people. The second machine took off 
in a similar manner. The third fol-
lowed the same course, but after It 

became air-borne it appeared to me 
to come down slightly and remain 
there. The undercarriage was about 
two or three feet from the ground, 
in which position it remained until 
the accident happened. Then it rose 
very sharply." 

Witness continued that the pilots 
bou 1 d have observed where the people 
were congregated before the machines 
left. He was of the opinion, as a re-
sult of consequent inspection, that the 
right wing of the first machine passed 
over a stump at the back of the spec-
tators. He had observed a mark 
about five feet long approximately 
seven yards in front of the stump 
resembling a rub, which possibly was 
caused by the skid wheel of the 'plane. 
"My observation showed me that as 
the machine's head went up its tail 
went down after the accident, as 
d onstrated by the mark on the 
ground," he said. 

Hector Joseph Ford, employed at the 
Ray View Hotel, said he was stand-
ing in the background of the hotel 
on the morning on which the 'planes 
arrived. He observed them break the 
formation and go in different direc-
tions. One machine flew over the hotel 
about 150 feet high, and a little fur-
ther on the current cif air from its 
propeller moved the leaves of a nearby 
tree as though the wind was blowing. 
As far as he could judge at the time, 
the lowest point reached by any of 
the 'planes was 150 feet- 

"Shook the Building" 

Christopher William Bush, boot= 
maker, said his shop was opposite the 
school. He heard the three 'planes on 
their arrival at Swansea. The vibra-
tion of one of the machines shook the 
building, and an almanac tacked over 
his window fell down. Witness went 
out to look, and thought one of the 
machines would hit a gum tree be-
cause it was flying so low. One of the 
Machines appeared not to be much 
higher than the school itself. "The 
!planes seemed to fly considerably 
lower than any that had previously 
demonstrated at Swansea," he said. 

Questioned by Mr. Cox, witness sati 
he did not know what caused the vi-
bration: His shop was constructed of 
weatherboards. The almanac was at-
tached to the wall by three or four 
tacks, which all came away. 

William Henry Lyne, pastoralist. of 
nedcliff, said he was standing within 
three or four yards of the deceased 
at the time of the accident. The first 
'plane went a little to witness' left 
and rose steeply after it was close to 
the people. The second machine clear-
ed the spectators at a greater height 
than the first one. The third follow-
ed a slightly different track, more to 
witness' right, but it appeared to get 
up about the same spot as the others. 

Force said that he had been in the 
service for seven years and one month. 
He had been in charge of the flight of 
Hawker Demons which visited Tas-
mania at the beginning of the month. 
Three 'planes made the trip, there be-
ing a pilot and a mechanic in each. 
The demonstration at Swansea had 
been arranged at the request of the 
Swansea Council. 

The Coroner—What was the pur-
pose of the visit? 

r Witness—'To give demonstrations 
and let the people see what the per-
formances of the machines were like. 

The Coroner—Did that include div-
ing such as was mentioned this morn-
ing? 

Witness—No; formation flying, but 
not aerobatics. 

The witness said that having reach-
ed Swansea, he gave the signal to 
break the formation which was car-
ried out normally. He turned and 

'dived down near the hotel along the 
beach. His machine did not get lower 
than 100 feet. 

The Coroner—Why did you dive? 
Witness—To show the people what 

the machine would do. 
The Coroner—I understood you to 

say that aerobatics were not included 
in the demonstration? 

Witness—Not over the town. 
Mr. Cox—What is expected of you 

before you do aerobatics? 
Witness—We do not du them over 

a crowd. 
The Coroner—What about houses? 
Witness—It is impossible to do them 

without going over houses at times. 
Witness said that he wished to 

deny that any of the machines dived 
ctter the town. So far as he knew, 
the diving took place over the water. 
He could speak positively as to his 
ry • mq.chine. 

Mr. Cox—What would have been the 
pi,ii,.on had your engine failed? 

Witness—In every case we could 
have landed on the beach or gone into 
the water. 

Continuing, the flight lieutenant said 
that he did not approach within 200 
yards of the school. He would treat 
very lightly the allegation that the 
bootmaker's shop had vibrated be-
cause of the closeness of a 'plane. 

The Coroner—why? Do you think It 
is a fabrication? 

Witness—I would be inclined to dis-
believe it. A machine would have to 
go very close to me before I could feel 
it. I do not think that a machine 
could go very close to that shop be-
cause of some trees in the vicinity. 

Concerning the tree near the hotel, 
witness said that a 'plane would al-
most have to touch it to move its 
leaves. A pilot would place himself 
in danger by going close to it. 

The Coroner—Am I to draw the con-
clusion that the witness who gave this 
evidence was drawing upon his ima-
gination? 

The witness—From my experience, 
yes. 	_ 

Witness informed Mr. Cox that, as-
suming that the machines had been 
diving over the town, the inhabitants 
would have been quite safe because 
of the speed. 

Witness Took Off First 

Referring to the incidents of the 
afternoon, witness said that after 
issuing his instructions he took oft 
first, rising about in line with the row 
of flags on the aerodrome. He went 
into the air roughly between 50 and 
100 yards from the crowd of people. 
Easing the nose upwards and passing 
over the fringe of the crowd and the 
motor cars between 25 and 59 feet up 
he was able to look over the side 
and see the people, as he was used 
to flying that way. "I only noticed 
that Lansell did not appear to leave 
the ground as soon as I did," be said. 

Little light was thrown on the circumstances which 
caused the Hawker Demon aeroplane in charge of Pilot 
Officer E. V. Lansell to fly among the crowd on the Swan-
sea aerodrome on February 6 and bring about the deaths 
of Mrs. Kate Louisa. Cotton and her daughter June, when 
the inquest was resumed at Swansea yesterday. 

Allegations of diving tactics over the township and 
low flying on the morning of the tragedy were made by 
several local residents. It was stated that one of three 
visiting R.A.A.F. Demons caused the children in the state 
school yard to scatter. A bootmaker said that his shop 
vibrated because of the nearness of a plane, and another 
man declared that the leav'es of a tree were stirred by 
the draught created by a propeller. 

Flight-Lient. P. G. Heffernan, who was in charge of 
the machines, denied the allegations, and said that diving 
manoeuvres took place only over the sea. 

The enquiry was adjourned to Hobart on March 4. 

The Hobart City Coroner (Mr. W. 
utchins) presided. Mr. Leo Doyle, 
strutted by the Solicitor-General's 
martment conducted proceedings on 
half of the police. Mr. R. C. Wright 
meared for Pilot-Officer E. V. Lan-
II, and Mr. W. Ellis Cox represented 
e Commonwealth Government, 
light-Lieutenant Heffernan, and Pilot 
Meer D. McLean, who were associa-
cl with the flight. Group-Captain 
drian Cole was present on behalf of 
is Air Accidents' Investigation Corn-
iittee. 

Iittle light was thrown on the eircumstances which
eaused the Harvker Demon aeroplane in charge of Pilot
Officer E. V. Lansell to fly among the crowd on the Swan-
sea aer:odrome on February 6 and bring about the deaths
of Mrs. Kate Louisa Cotton and her daughter J'une, when
the inquest was resumed at Swansea yesterday.

Allegations of diving tactics over the township and
low flying o,n the morning of the trasedy were made by
several local residents. It was stated that one of three
visiting R.A.A.F. Demons caused the chililren in the state
school yard to scatter. A bootmaker said that his shop
vibrated because of the nearness of a plane, and another
man declared that the leafes of a tree were stirred by
the draught created by a propeller.

Fiight-Lieut. P. G. Ifefrernan, who was in charge of
the rnachines, denied the allegations, and said that diving
rnanoeuyres took place only over the sea.

The enquiry *as adjourned to Hobart on March 4.

Schoohnaster's Evitlence

John HotlaDd "1':,re]" 
scltoolmaster' of

Swansea, said that thres 'planes a'p-
Droached. Swal lsca about 10.45 &'m. on
l'ebruary 6. TheY begsn a delnDn-
stration of diving over various parts

of the ton'n' aud r:ne in particula'r

diverl very close to the sr:hool' "It
went very cl,:se to tlle children wilo

were playing in the schoolground," he
said. 'They scaliered' and mY own

littlo clrl l<ept very close to me. Two
or thiee minutes later one of them
d{ved down again, and in rlsing - lt
asoeired as though it would strike
the ponlar tree opposite tho Swansea

'*iliiurinq 
ltr. Cox. pltness sai(l

he understood that the 'planes had
vlslted Swansea, for demonstration
DurDoses. Th') school stoctd back from
ihe-beach, on a r ise.  I I€ $-ould not
asree with lhe statement that the
b']an"s \Then diving coultl han-e
turrred out to sea at a,r.y moment'
iEtlt. ttu experienced no feeling of
alarm. he thoig'hi lt was undesira'bie
ttat ite maehlnes should have a'P-
groached ao close to the children' IIe
inrrld not g'lve an estimate as to
hsry far the 'Plane was away from
fre poplar tree when it commenced
to rlse.'f!'ltness Intormod lft' ]trrlght that
be was g{v-tng an open-air lesson to
cnable the chlldren to see the 'planes'

Ilaale Mark on SCUnP

Josia.h Archibald Cotton pastoralist,

of 'Tbe Gra,nge," sald he lras a spee-
ta.tor at the Swangea aerodrctme on

the atternoon of Febmary 6' I{e weg

tn-ttre soutn-eastern comer, about -50
Gras from the tree stum'P' ':I ob-

iersea the f,rst two machilee take ofr
ia a directlon which geemed to me to
f" itt , tliriect llne r,rith apectators'"
be catd. '"fhe people Dtlmbered- 60

io s0. It" first maahlnc aqpeareil to
U"co-. a{ilborne attc/ut ?60 yaids frorl
it" poittiott from rhlcih lt commeDc.ed
its iun. ft seemed to commenee lts

araduat elimb about 60 yards flo+ thi
iieorle. Tte second machine took off
i'" i 

"t-tt". 
manner' The thirdt fol-

lowed t]re same eollrse, but - after lt

lbe Elobart City Coroner (Mr. .lF.

utehlos) pesided. Mr. Leo DoYle,

structed by tho Solicltor-Generai's
)partmenl conducteil proceedings o;
rhalf ol the pollce. trIr. R. C. W-risht
)peared for Pilot-Officer E. V. Lan-
li, and lfr. W. Ellis Cox represented
o Commonwealth Government'
ii.ght-Lieutenant lleffernan, and Pilot
llcer D. flcLean, who were associa-
rd with the flisht' Group-CaPtain
.drian Cole was present on behalf of
re Air Acsidents' Investigation Com-
l i  t tee,

beca,me air-borne lt s,Ppeared to Ee
to ccnne dorr-n ellstttlv and rem&ln
there. The underearria,ge was a,bout
t'seo .or three feet from the ground,
ln s.hieh posttion lt remalnedl until
the eeeident happened. Theu lt rose
irerl sharlrl]'""

Yntness contlnueil that the pllots
ilould have obserceal where the people
tnere eon€ire€aated before the machlnes
left. IIe rras of the orrlnion, as a te-
rnllt of eonsequent inspectiox, that the
right rring of the flrst machlne passed
o'rer a stump at the back of the spee-
tators. He had observed a mark
alrout flve feet long a,pproxlmately
seven -vards in front of the stump
resembllng a rub, a'hich possibiy $'as
caused b-r' the sliid wheel of the 'plane'
'5fy obser"r'ation showed me that as
the :nachine's head went up tts tail
went dorn after the aecident, as
de]I)onstraled by the marir on the
ground,"  he said.

Heetcr, JoseDh Ford, employed at the
Bal' \riew }Iotel, said he E-as stand-
ing i:r the background of the hotel
on tire morning on n'hich the 'planes

a.rrived. He observed them trreak the
formation and g:o in different dlree-
tions. One machine flew over the hotel
about 150 feet hish, and a little fur-
ther on the current crf air from its
propellel moved the leaves of a nearby
tree as though the wind was blo'q'ing.
As far as he could Judge at the time'
tbe lcryest r'oint reached by any of
t he ' p l anes  s ' as  150  f ee t .

"Shnok the Builtling'

Cirr is t 'uple r  \ \ - i l i iam Bush, bootJ
nrali€r, said his shop $'as opposite the
schdol. He hea.rd the thr.ee 'planes on
tjreir arrivai at SEansea. The vibrz-
tjon of one of the machlnes shook t}e
building: and atr almanae tacked orter
lis:window fell doq-n. lil ' itness rTent
out to look, and thought one o! tbe
rnachines a'ould hit a gum tree be-
cause it x-as flying so lor{r. One of the
machines appeared not  to be much
higher than the school itself. ..The
Dianes . s"emed to flv eonsidera.bll.
r_o* er than any tha.t had previousiy
demonstrated at Srransea," he sald. 

-

. Questioned by l\Ir. Cox, witness safd
ne drd not  know v-ha1 caused the v i_
f , fat ion:  I f is  shon \ -as eonstrueted of
teatherboards. the almanae Eas at_
tached to the s.all by three or four
taeks-, . \ . -h ich al l  came awal . .
_ \ \ - i l l ianr  HpnrI ,  L l 'ne,  pastoral is t .  of
l lcdcl i f i ,  said he ras str .ndir ,g v, i th in
1.hre-_e or four yards of the Ceeeased
al-  the l imo of  the accjr lent .  Thc f i rs t' l ' l aue  r ' . t r t  a  l i t t l e  t o  r i t nesd  l e f t
a.no rosr  s. ' ( . l l I -  af l  et  i t  t ras (_. lose to1:re . leo.nle.  The seeol ]d n:aehine c lear_
:.d thq sirectators at a greatel- tretg,ht
tlran ttre first one. ThJ third foilJvr-
ed. a slightl:' different track, more to\  i tnass'  

.  i i : l r t ,  hut  i t  apn"ar;d" i ; " .s ; ;
up ahout t l te same spot  as the ot lers.

Fo:c r '  5 . . ;6  tha t  he  had been in  the
si'rr-icc for seven J-ears and. one month.
l lrr hzrd been in charge of the fl ight of
Flar'. i icr l jemons s'hich vislted Tas-
n la r r ia  a t  the  bc : inn ing  c r f  the  month .
T i r ree  'p lanes  made the  t r ip ,  there  be-
i n 3 ' a  p i l o t  a n d  a  m c e h a n i c  l n  e a e h .
The demonstration at Swansea hacl
been arranged at the request of the
Es-ansea Colrncil.

Thp Cop61lgr'-\4:hat sas th€ pur-

Do€+ of Lh€ flsJt?

I Wltness--4o g{ve demonstratlons
end let the people see wha,t tAe Per'

lforsrauces of the machines -wefo llke.
'The 

Coronor-Did that include div-
ing such as \gas mentioneci this morn-

Witress-No; formaticn1 dying, but
not &erobatlcs.

The 'witness said that having' reaeh-
ed Swansea, he 8:ave the slg:lai to
break the formation rrhlch reas car-
ried out normally. Ire turned and
dived down near the hotel along the
beach. IIis machine ditt not get lonmer
than 100 feet.

The Coroner-Why did you dlve?
\'v-ltness-To ghow the PeoPle what

the machine would do'
Thg Coroner-I understood you to

say tha.t aerobatios Eece noi included
!n the de qonstration?

witness-Not over the town.
IIr. Cox-W-hat is expeeted of you

befor:e r*orr. do aerobatics?
Witness-We do not do them ove.

a crowd.
The Coroner-What about bouses?
Witness-It is imposslble to do them

without going over houses at tlmes.
Witness said that bo wished to

deny that any of the machines dived
o'4er the town. So far as he knew,
the diving took place over the water.
He could speak positively as to bis
o m., . l t ine.

NIr. Cox--W-hat Eoutal have been the
puorL.on had your engine fa i led?

lYitnes6-In every case we could.
have landed on tbe beach or gone iD.to
the water,

Continuing:, the iisht lieutenant saiit
that he did Dot &pproa,ch withlu 300
yards of the school. He would treat
very li8ihtly the alleg.ation that the
bootmaker's shop bad vibrated. be-
cause of the closeness of a ,plane.

Th€ Coroner-Wty? Do you think lt
i€ a tabricatlon?'Wltnes-s-I 

would be irlcllned to dis-
believe lt. A machlne would have to
go r|ery close to .me befor€ I could. leei
it. I do not think that a machlnB
could. go very close to that ehop be-
cause of some trees ln the viclnity.

Concerning the tree near the hotel'
wltDes6 said tliat a, 'plane would aI-
most ha /e to toueh it to move its
leave6. .A' pilot woulal place himself
ia danger by aoing close t.o it.

The Coroner-Am I to draw the con-
clusion that the witness who gave thls
evtd6nce was drawing uPon hir ima-
ginat ion?

The qitnesc-Fonl dlY experlence,
yea,- 

Tfit:resB intormedl Mr. Cox tlaL e!-
suoint that the rnechlDe! had beeB
divinE over the town, the inhabitaDt8
would have tbeen quite safe because
of tbe speedl.

Witnoer Took Ofr Flret

Relerring to tbe lncldents of tb€
aflernoon,- wiiness sald that after
issulng his instruettong he took ofl
flrst, iising about iu line wittt tbe row
o! flags on tne aeroalrome. IIe went
into t:be air roughlv betreen 50 antl
100 yards from the crowd of ?eople'
Easin8i' the Dose qpwards and passlng
ot'e. fhe fringe of the crowil antl tbe
motor cars between 25 8.Dd 50 feet up
he waa a.ble to look over ttre slcle
aDd 6ee the People, as he was used
to flying: thaf way. "I only noticetl
that'Laneeli did not appear to Ieave
the B:rouDal as soon as I did"' be !ald'



crowd, although I did not know that 
anything had happened." 

Witness said he landed when he 
observed that Lansell had damaged 
his undercarriage. He considered that 
the people were quite safe according 
to his line of take-off. He had taken 
off in similar circumstances elsewhere. 
Sometimes spectators encircled the 
aerodrome. "As to the mark in front 
of the stump," said witness, "I am 
unable to give an explanation, but the 
rubber tail wheel of the machine 
would not have made such an im-
pression. Had there been a bump on 
the tyre Lansell's passenger would 
have felt it. 

At this stage Mr. Cox stated that 
the Commonwealth wished to bring 
forward anything possible that would 
assist the court to arrive at a con-
clusion, and anything raised on be-
half of the Commonwealth was not 
done in any spirit of partisanship. The 
Commonwealth felt itself bound to a 
public duty, just as did Mr. Doyle, 
and if any good purpose could be 
served by arranging a demonstration 
with the machines it would be done. 

Mr. Cox then proceeded to obtain 
technical details from Flight-Lieut. 
Heffernan, who said that the Hawker 
Demon machine was definitely slug-
gish as compared with other 'planes 
of its own weight. It had a small 
wing area, and the engine did not 
develop its full horsepower on ground 
level. There was no forward view 
when the machine was resting, but in 
flight there was a fairly good one. 

Own Flyinc Orders 

Witness mentioned the effect of one 
'plane flying into another's slipstream, 
which, he said, could cause a ma-
chine to become temporarily unstable. 
He mentioned the possibility of inter-
action involving the tail wheel, throt-
tle trouble when opening up, and 
other contingencies which could be 
encountered when taking off that could 
cause unexpected trouble. 

Witness said that instructions issued 
by the Civil Aviation Department were 
sent to the Air Force for reference 
purposes, but pilots were not bound 
by them. 

The Coroner—What about those is-
sued for the purposes of safety? Do 
you take notice of them? 

Witness—No. We are bound by our 
own flying orders. We realise we have 
a duty in the interests of public safety. 
On this afternoon there was nothing 
that appeared to us as dangerous to 
the public safety. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Doyle, wit-
ness said that prior to coming to Tas-
mania he had had some 10 to 12 hours' 
filying experience in the Hawker De-
mons. Lansell would have had about 
the same, and McLean about 60 hours. 

In answer to the Coroner, witness 
said that the demonstration was not 
given at the aerodrome. The people 
did not arrive there until the 'planes 
were almost timed to depart. In any 
case pilots were not allowed to do 
aerobatics within three miles of an 
aerodrome or less than 6000 feet above 
the ground, which was practically use-
less. 

The Coroner—Then you gave the 
demonstration over the township? 

Witness—No; over the water. 
The Coroner—There is evidence that 

you were over the town? 
Witness—The witnesses might have 

meant that we started the actual dive 
slichtly inland. 
, The Coronern-The selloolnasater says 

that the children scattered. 
Witness—The last time we visited 

Swansea the children took to cover 
when we were up 1000 feet. 

If you were doing aerobatics over 
the town, I take it it would be con-
trary to orders? 

Witness—Yes. 
The Coroner—Can you give any ex-

planation as to why the fatality oc-
curred? 

Witness—None at all, unless It was 
a combination of technical circum-
stances I have mentioned. 

At this stage the enquiry was ad-
journed to Hobart until. Haub 4. 

"lte aeemec ro geT very close ro Loe
crosrd, slthough I ditt eot kllore' tla,t
anything baat happened.."

Witness Ea.ial he landed when be
observetl that L,ansell bad damageal
his uEdercarriage. He consialered. that
the people were qulte saje aocordlng
to hig liDe of ta.ke-ofg He ba.al takeu
off in eimilar circurnsta.lces elsewhere.
Sometimes epectators encircleil the
aerodrome. "As to the mark ln front
of the stump," said witness, 'I am
unable to g:ive aD explaBation, but the
rubber tail wheel ol the ma,chine
woulcl not have rnade such an im-
pression. Hatl there beeD a bump on
the tyre La,nseil's passenger rrould
have felt it.

At this stage Mr. Co: sta.ted that
the Commonwealth wished to bring
forward. anything possible that would
assiet the court to arrive at a con-
clusion and arl"tbing raised oD be-
half of the Commonweallh rpas trot
done in any spirit of partisanship. fhe
Commonwealth felt itself bound to a
puhlic duty, just as did IvIr. Doy]e'
and tf any gooti purpose could be
served by arranS:ing a demonstratio!,
with the machines it would be done.

trfr. Cox then Proceeded to obtain
technical details from tr'light-Lieut'
Hefferna"n, s'ho saial that th€ llawlier
p"-on machine was d.efinitely. glug-
eish as compa,red witb other 'planee

Ei- it 1*" weight. It haat a small
*ios at"., aod- the enEiine di'l not
del'elop its fu]] horsepower on grounq
level. 

- 
There was Do forwar'l view

when the machine was restingi, but in
flight there was a fairly g:ood oDe.

Own FlYing-.Orderr

Ifiiitness mentioDetl tbe effect of otre
'plane flying into another's 6lipstream'
s'hich, he said, could cause a, ma-
chine 

'to 
beco.m6 temporarily unstaicle'

He mentioned the pos6ibility of inter-
aclion invotviog thi t€,i] wbeel, throt-
tle trouble when opening uP' ano
other erntingencies 

-whicb could be
encountered, when taking off that could
cause unef,Pectetl troutlle.

\\'itness Jaid tha.t instructions issued
bv the Civil Aviation DepartmeDt sere
sent to tbe Air Force for referenee
pn"po."", but pilots were not bound
bv tbem.'The 

Coroner-I -hat ajbout tlose ls-
iued for the Purposes of 6afety? Do
vou take not ice of  them?

Witness-No. We are bountl bY our
own flying ord.ers. We realise we have
a Outy in-the interests of public safety'
On tiris afternoon there was nothing
t-nat appeareal to us as daDg:erous to
the Dublic safety'--c"6ss-examinea 

by Mr. Dol'le' wit-
neii saitl that prior to coming to Tasl
mania he had had some 10 to 12 hours'
arvini experience in the ![awker De-
il6""] r.io""ll wouid bave had arbout
tlJ 

"u.tte. 
a'nd lfcl.ean about 60 hour6'--in 

answer to the Coroner, witness

"aid. 
thut the derhonistratioB was not

"i"""-'"t 
ttrq aerod.rome. fhe people

tia--"oi arrive there until the 'planes

wJrJaimost timed to depart., Io tqy
ca"e pi f  ots wcre not  a l lowed to do

i"ioniti"" within three miles of an

i,JrotLrome or iess than 6000 feet aboYe
tfre iouna, which R-as practically use-

les6.
The Coroner-Ttreo You 8ia!-e tbe

demonstration over the township?
Witness-No; over the water.
tfre Co"ottu.-There is eviclence that

vou were over the town?' -Witness-The 
witnesses might have

meant that we started the actual dire
sl isht l t  in land. .- 

Tb? Coroler-Ilbe rcJrool:rraai€. rats

that the chiltlren scattered.
Witne6s-T"he 1a6t time 'we visitecl

Swansea the chiltlren tooh to cover
when we were up 1000 feet '

If ]'ou were doing aeroba,tlcs orer
the towL I take it it would be con-
trary to orders?.Witness-Yes.

The Coroner-Can You give any ex-
planation as to why the fatality oc-
curreaI?

Witne$-None at all, unless lt'was
a combination of technical circum-
stances I  l taYe ment ioned.

At this stage the enquir-v n'as ad-
jlrgirne4 to l{obart $8U1. &[a,r,eb 4.



served by arranging a demonstration 
with the machines it would be done. 
Mr. Cox then proceeded to obtain 

technical details from Flight-Lieut. 
Heffernan, who said that the Hawker 
Demon machine was definitely slug-
gish as compared with other 'planes 
of its own weight. It had a small 
-wing area, and the engine did not 
develop its full horsepower on ground 
level. There was no forward view 
when the machine was resting, but in 
flight there was a fairly good one. 

Own Flying Orders 

Witness mentioned the effect of one 
'plane flying into another's slipstream, 
which, he said, could cause a ma-
chine to become temporarily unstable. 
He mentioned the possibility of inter-
action involving the tail wheel, throt-
tle trouble when opening up, and 
other contingencies which could be 
encountered when taking off that could 
cause unexpected trouble. 

Witness said that instructions issued 
by the Civil Aviation Department were 
sent to the Air Force for reference 
purposes, but pilots were not bound 
by them. 
, The Coroner—What about those is-
sued for the purposes of safety? Do 
you take notice of them? 

Witness—No. We are bound by our 
own flying orders. We realise we have 
a duty in the interests of public safety. 
On this afternoon there was nothing 
that appeared to us as dangerous to 
the public safety. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Doyle, wit-
ness said that prior to coming to Tas-
mania he had had some 10 to 12 hours' 
flying experience in the Hawker De-
mons. Lansell would have had about 
the same, and McLean about 60 hours. 

In answer to the Coroner, witness 
said that the demonstration was not 
given at the aerodrome. The people 
did not arrive there until the 'planes 
were almost timed to depart. In any 
case pilots were not allowed to do 
aerobatics within three miles of an 
aerodrome or less than 6000 feet above 
the ground, which was practically use-
less. 

The Coroner—Then you gave the 
demonstration over the township? 

Witness—No; over the water. 
The Coroner—There is evidence that 

you were over the town? 
Witness—The witnesses might have 

meant that we started the actual dive 
slir.thtly inland. 
, Tlat, Coronerr--The schoolmaster says 

that the children scattered. 
Witness—The last time we visited 

Swansea the children took to cover 
when we were up 1000 feet. 

If you were doing aerobatics over 
the town, I take it it would be con-
trary to orders? 

Witness—Yes. 
The Coroner—Can you give any ex-

planation as to why the fatality oc-
curred? 

Witness—None at all, unless it was 
a combination of technical circum-
stances I have mentioned. 

At this stage the enquiry was ad-
journed to Hobart until. March 

and. 1t aJ:y good pur.pose coulo De
served by arranS'ing' a demolstration
with the lnachines it would be done.

trfr, Cox then Proceeded to obtain
technical details from Flight-Lieut'
Ileffernan, who saiil tl:at the llawher
bu-on machine was d.efinitely qlu5'
sish as compa,red with ottrer 'planee

ii itr otn weisht. It hatl a small
*inJ 

"t"", 
and the engine did nol

de1-elop its full horsepower on grouno
tevet. 

- 
There was no forwaral view

when the machine was resting, but ln
flight there rvas a fairly 8iooal one.

Own FlYing._Orderr

W'itness mentionecl the effect of otre
'plane flying into another's 6]i'pstream'
vbich, he saitl, could cause a. ma-
chins 

'to 
becorn6 temporarily unstarble'

He mentioneal the possibility of inter-
action involving the ta,il wheel' tbrot-
ire i"o"ute w{en opeaing uP, aud
other oontingeneiee which coulcl be
encounteled. when taking off that could
cause uDexpected trouble.

\\titness saia ftat instructions issue'd
bv the Civil Aviatio! DepaJtmeDt 1rere
sent tt tire Air Force f or reference
purposes, but Pilots were not bound
bv them.

The Coroner-S'hat a,'oout those
iueil for the Purposes of 6a'iety?
vou take not ice of  them?- 

Witne6s-No' We are bountl bY our
own flying order€. We realise we have
a autv inlhe interests of public safety'
On tttt" afternoon there was nothingi
tba.t appearecl to us as dan8ierous to

is-

the nublic safetY.--cr6ss-exa*ined 
ny ]Ir. Doyle' wit-

neis eaid ttrat prior to coming !q Tas:
-""ii n" had had some 10 to 12 hours'
divini 

"xp""ience 
in the Ilawker De-

*6""1 Go""lI woukl ha.ve bad a'bout
tbe 

"u(n", 
a.nd l\fcl.ean about 50 hour6'--in 

ans*er to the Coroner, witness
said that tbe derhonstration was not
;i;;"-at- thJ aerodrome. fhe People
Eia-not arrive there until the 'platres

were aimost timed to depart'- Io "{y
"a"o 

pitot" were not allowed to do
r" ioni t i " "  s i th in three mi les of  an

aeioarome or less than 6000 feet abote
tfre gro,rnA, rFhich rYas practlcalll- use-
les6.

The Coroner-The! You 8:ave tlle
aemonstration over the townshiP?

Witness-No; over the water.
fhe Co"ott""-There is evidence tbat

v6rr were over the town?' -Witness-T'tle 
witnesses might have

meant tha"t we sts"rted the actual dire

:;xl#r#P;;;;;;*;""1
that the chiltlren scattered.

witnegs-Tte la-6t time we visitecl
SwaDsea the children took to cover
when we were up 1000 feet .

If .!-ou were doing aerobatics orier
tbe town I ta.ke it it would be con-
trary to orclers?.witness-Yes.

The Coroner-Can You 8:ive any ex-
planat ion as to Fby the fata l i ty  oc '
curred ?

Witness-None at all, unles€ it was
a combination of technical circum-
stances I  hafe ment ioned.

At this stage tl-re enquirl' was ad-
jjlprlxc4 to llobart ultil Ma,tcb {-



PILOT ON MANSLAUGHTER CHARGE 

Inquiry Into Swansea Tragedy Concludes 

Coroner Thinks Miscalculation Was Made 

Low Flying Earlier in the Day Condemned 

"A Flagrant Breach of the , Regulations" 
PILOT OFFICER E. V. LANSELL, who was in charge 

of a Royal Australian Air Force machine. which failed to 
rise, and killed Mrs. Louisa Kate Cotton and Miss Jean Cot-
ton at the Swansea aerodrome on February 6, was com-
mitted for trial on a charge of manslanghter by the Coroner 
(Mr. W. Hutchins), when the inquest. which extended over 
four days, concluded at Hobart last night. "I think the pilot 
was guilty of a miscalculation of the height he was above the 
ground," said the Coroner in giving his finding. 

The Coroner 'condemned low flying by Air Force ma-
chines some hours before the tragedy occurred, and said it 
was "a flagrant breach of the regulations." Lansell and a 
fellow-pilot denied that there was any question of providing 
the crowd with a thrill. Lansell said there were a number of 
factors contributing to the accident, but he could not give a 
definite reason for it. 

A1-3 

MACHINES FLEW LOW 

Short Distance Over Trees 

Council Clerk's Statement 

Mr. G. L. Doyle (Page, Hodgman. 
Seager & Doyle), instructed by the 
Crown Law Department, appeared on 
behalf of the Police. Mr. R. C. Wright 
(Crisp & Wright) represented Pilot-
Officer E. V. Lansell, and Mr. W. Ellis 
Cox (Dobson, Mitchell & Allport) was 
Present on behalf of the Commonwealth 
Government, Flight-Lieut. P. G. Hef-
fernan and Pilot-Officer D. McLean, 
who were associated in the flight. 
Group Captain A. Cole, a member of the 
Air Accidents Investigation Committee, 
also attended. 

James Dixon Tanner, council clerk 
at Swansea, recalled, said two of the 
machines, on arrival at Swansea, flew 
low over the township and harbour. 
One aeroplane flew a short distance 
above oak trees, on the side of the 
main road. The trees were 30ft. or 40ft. 
high. 

Witness told the Coroner that the 
aeroplanes visited Swansea at the in-
vitation of the Glamorgan Council. 

Constable D. R. Bryce, recalled, said 
he saw soil gathered from a mark on 
the Swansea aerodrome, between the 
place the deceased were supposed to 
have been standing at the time of the 
accident and the stump at the end of the 
field. 

Evelyn Ward, Government analyst, 
said he had examined soil given him 
by the Police Department, and found in 
it no blood, or other substance of human 
origin, except one light brown hair. No 
rubber or mineral oil, or other substance 
indicating contact with a machine of 
any kind, was detected. 

DEMONSTRATING MACHINE. 

Donald McLean, a pilot officer of the 
Royal Australian Air Force, said he was 
a member of the flight which visited 
Swansea. The machines approached the 
township at a height of 1,200 to 1,500ft. 
Witness' first dive was from near the 
sea, on the south-east side of the town-
ship. 

m,- r 	 T,1711,11.i voil An that 

The Coroner: Did any authority of 
the town ask you to demonstrate in that, 
or any other, manner? 

Witness: Flight-Lieutenant Heffernan 
was in charge, and I took my instruc-
tions from him. 

What instructions did you get?—To 
proceed to Swansea and do two or three 
dives round the township. 

Mr. Cox: How many dives did you do? 
Witness: Three: The second and 

third were along the water's edge. 
Witness said, in answer to Mr. Cox, 

that the lowest height from which it 
would be safe to land, at normal cruis-
ing speed, was about 200 to 250 feet. 
That would be safe for anyone on the 
ground. 

The Coroner: What about yourself? 
Witness: Possibly there would be a 

risk. 
Mr. Cox: What was the closest you 

were at any time to a building? 
Witness: I was not nearer than 350 

feet. 
Witness added that he was not at 

any time closer to the ground than 200 
feet. 

NOSE HELD DOWN. 

Describing the take-off when leav-
ing Swansea, witness said he could not 
see all the crowd at the aerodrome, as 
the nose of the machine created a blind 
spot. His machine, as it rose, bumped 
into the air. 

Pilots were taught, that as soort 
as a machine became air-borne, to 
hold its nose down to enable it to 
gain speed, and thus to climb safely. 

Witness said he kept the nose of his 
machine down three or four seconds. 
That would take the machine about 90 
yards from the line of sags on the aero-
drome, towards the place where the 
accident occurred, which was said to 
be 250 yards from the sags. 'Witness' 
machine passed to the left of the 
crowd at a height of about 40ft. Haw-
ker Demon machines showed a ten-
dency to veer to the left at low speed, 
and were a little sluggish at low levels. 
Witness, that day, could not have 
cleared the crowd at a height of more 
than 40ft. 

The Coroner: Then why did you not 
move the crowd? 

Witness: I did not consider they were 
in any danger. 

The Coroner: What, with a margin of 
40 feet, with all those things which 

The Coroner asked witness if he was 
aware an article had appeared in the 
press regarding low flying over Laun-
ceston, since the inquest had been open-
ed, by Air Force machines. 

Witness: No. 
The Coroner: Did you fly low over 

Launceston ?—No. 
The Coroner: There seems quite a 

body of opinion in Launceston that you 
did; I think the article mentioned them 
all. 

REGULATION DISREGARDED. 

Referring to the regulation about 
flying over towns, the coroner asked 
witness: "Has it been your practice to 
disregard this regulation, or do you con-
sider yourself above the law?" 

Witness: It has been done before. 
Mr. Doyle: Did they not advise you 

of these regulations? Is no reference 
made to them before you go on one of 
these flights? 

Witness: The leader usually sets the 
example. 

But are there no special instructions? 
is understood. 

Mr. Doyle: But it does not appear to 
be understood. 

The Coroner: Can you throw any 
light at all on the reason why the aero-
plane piloted by Lansell caused the 
fatalities into which we are inquir-
ing? 

Witness: I cannot say; I did not 
see it. 

Do you suggest any of the aero-
planes were overloaded, or have reason 
to think they were?---No. 

Witness said the Swansea aerodrome 
was safe within limits, but if it were 

used extensively he thought it would 
cause some damage. He considered it 
fit for the purpose for which the Air 
Force machines used it. 

"THE WAY IT WAS FLOWN." 

Sergeant Richard James Tonks, a 
fitter in the Air Force, said he was the 
observer in Lansell's aeroplane at the 
time of the accident. The take-off ap-
peared a normal one, and the machine 
began to ascend just before the impact 
caused by the accident. 

Witness told Mr. Doyle the aeroplane 
was in good condition, and was not over-
loaded. He could throw no light on the 
fatality. 

The Coroner: Can you give any 
reason why your machine could or did 
not rise as high as its predecessors? 

Witness: I should say it was the way 
the machine was flown. 

Witness added that the engine had 
nothing to do with the accident; it 
was functioning normally. 

The Coroner: Is it not unusual for 
an aeroplane not to rise more than three 
feet in 200 yards after becoming air-
borne? 

Witness: I have seen it before. 

Yes, but on a large aerodrome, when 
there are no people about. That is 
when you have seen it happen, is it not? 
—Yes, I had not seen these machines 
flown on a small aerodrome before. 

Eric Vane Lansell said he had been 
in the Air Force one year and seven or 
eight months, and before joining the 
force was entitled to a civil aviation 
licence. His total flying hours in the 
service amounted to about 250 hours. 
and in civil life to about 50 hours. After 
surveying Swansea from a height of 
1,500 to 2.000ft. he made three dives, 
under Flight-Lieut. Heffernan's instruc-
tions. The first two were towards the 
shore end of the jetty. The nearest he 
was to the ground•  at the bottom of the 
dives, was about 150ft. The third dive 
was over the end of a pier. He flew 
over buildings at a height of not lower 
than 300ft. After lunch at Swansea he 
was introduced to Miss Cotton, and the 
remark was made that after the arrival 
of the machines she climbed into the 
cockpit of witness' aeroplane. After-
wards she got into the cockpit again, 
and stayed there 10 or 15 minutes, while 
witness pointed out the various instru-
ments and their purpose. That was the 
extent of his acquaintance with Miss 
Cotton, and shortly afterwards he re-
ceived orders to leave. His course as 
he took off was a little to the left of 
that taken by the other pilots. 

' Ihe Col'oner: I)it1 anl' aut'hority of

trrJ to',uil"i ' i 'ou tu oet-ttonstrtrte in that'
Did anl '  author i ty  oI  I

u tu denlonstrate in tnal '  
I

ot '  : rn1-  u ther ,  n lanner l '

AI
The Coroner askeal witness if he was

s,ware an article had appeared in the
press regarding low ffying over Laun-
Ceston,  s ince the inquest  had bee!  open-
ed, by Air Force machines.'Witness: 

No,
The Coroner: Did You flY low over

La,unceston ?-No.
The Coroner: There seems qulte a

body of opinlon in Launeeston that you
dtd: I think the article mentioned them
all,

R E G U L A T I O N  D I S R E G A R D E D .

Relerrlnel to the ,regulation about
!.ying ovei towns, the coroner asked
witn6ss: "IIas it been your practice to
dlsresard this regulation. or do f'ou con-
sldeiyourseU above the law?"

'Witness: It has been clone before.
Mr. Doyle: Dicl theY not aalvise You

of these iegulations? Is no reference
rnatle to them before you go on one of
these niabts?- 'W'itne;s: The leader usualiy sets the

brample,' 
But a"re tiere no special Instructions?

-It is understood.
Mr. Doile: But it tloes not appear to

be understoocl.
The Coroner: Can You throw any

tight at all on the reason rrhy ttre aero-
pl-ane piloted b1' Lansell caused thd
fatallties into rr-hi.ch we al'e Inqurr-
lng?

Vt i tness:  I  cannot sa] ' :  I  d id not
6ee it.

Do you suggest an-v of the aero-
Dlanes $'ere overloaded, or have reason
io tttitti. they lvel'e?-No.'Witness szrid the Sv;ansea aerodrome
ras safe $'ithin limits, but if it $'ere

used extensiv-err' :^" tl,1:?::"ih"I&'\1
cause some damaS:e. - Et

;;;;"-;h; Purpose-for which the Ail
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"THE WAY IT  WAS FLOWN."
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as i ts  predecessors?
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Witn""" t  I  ihould say i t  was the way

the machine was f lo 'arn.

Witness addeal that the engine had
nothing:  to do wi th the accident ;  i t
lvas functioning normallJ'.

The Coroner:  Is  i t  not  unusual  for
an aeroplane not to rise more than three
feet  in 200 yards af ter  becoming ai r -
borne ?'W"itness: I have seen it before.

Yes, but on a large aeroclrome, when
there are no People about. That is
when you have seen i t  happen'  is  i t  not?
-Yes. I had not seen these machines
flown on a srnal.l aerodrome before.

Eric Vane Lansell said he had beerl
in the Air  Force one year and seven or
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PILOT OI{ MAI\SLAUGHTTR CHARGE

Inquiry Into Swansea Tragedy Concludes

Coroner Thinks Miscalculation Was Made

Low Flying Earlier in the Duy Condernned

"A Flagrant Breach of the Regulations"
DILOT OFFICER E. V. LANSELL, who was in charge
I of a Roval Australian Air Force machine. which failed to
rise, and kijled Mrs. Louisa Kate Cot,ton and Miss Jean Cot'
ton at the Swansea aerodrome on February 6. was com-
rnitted for trial on a charge of manslarrEhter bv the coroner
(Mr. W. tr{utchins), when the inquest- which exiended over
iouiau"r. concluded at Hobart la5f night- "I think the pilot
*"" n"itiu of a miscalcutation of the heieht' he was above the
grouid." iaid the Coroner in giving his finding.

The Coroner condemned Iow flving by Air Fo-rce.rna'
enines som* ttout" before the tragedy-occurred, and-said it
ir'r. G-n"gtant breach of the regulations"' Lansell and a
iliio*-pifoi a"oiua tn"t there was afv- euestion of providing
in" 

"ioia 
with a thrill. Lansell said there were a number ot

i;;;;; 
";"tributing 

to the accident, but he could not give a

definite reason for it.

MACHINES FLEW LOW

Shont Distance Over Trees

Council Cierk's Statement

f I r .  G.  L.  DoYIe (Page'  Hodgmar '
Seagpr & DoJIe) '  instructe ' I  by tne
<--roiun Law bepartment, appearcd. on
fienrfi ot the Police. llr. R' C' Wright
i i r i "p . t  lYr ight)  represented Pi lot-
offi";; E. V. Lirrseu, and Mr' W' E]lis
Coi  iOonuon, Mi tchel l  & Al lport )  was
Jr" i " "c o"  t " t  a l f  of  the Commonweal t l l
6.""""-"nt, Flight-Lieut. P' G' I{ef-
Ginan ane Pilo1-officer D. Mcl-ea4,
ioino *u"" a,ssociated in the flight'
Ctoup Cr.p io i t  ^A. .  Colc,  a mcmber of  the
i i t ;  - i " " ih i " t "  hrvest igut ion Comuri t tee '
a iso at tended.*'1"t 

"" 
oiion Tanner, council clerk

"t" 
Siua"""", recalled, said t.wo of the

,- tL"ni""" ,  on arr i ra l  at  Swansea'  f lew
i ; ; ; ; " i  the tos 'nship and harbour '
One aeroplane flew a short distance
;i;;" oafi trees, on the side of the

ilLi"-"oia. The trees were 30ft' or 40ft'

"'ivitt't""" told the Coroner that the

aeroplines visited Srvansea at the in-
;it"ti.; oi th" clr*orsan Council'

Constable D. R. Brvce, reca'lied, said
he sarv soi l  gathered f rom a mark on
tlin 

- 
s.u"t""J aerodrome' between - the

oi""" trt" cleceasetl w-ere supposed -to
fi""" ftuu" stancllns at the time of the
acclc lent  and the stump at  the end of  the
f ie ld.

Evelyn Tvard, Government analYst'
said hL hacl  examined soi l  s iven l im
bv  t he  Po l i ce  Depn r tmen t .  and  f ound  i n
i i no  b l ood ,  o r  o the r  subs t3nce  o f  human
or ig in,  excbpt one l ight  brown hair '  No
rub"ber or  mineral  o i l ,  or  other substance
l"oi"tti"g contact with a machine of
any  k i nd ,  was  de tec ted .

DEMO' \ , lSTR . / ' T I  NG MACH I  N  E '

Donalil ]Iclean, a llilot officer of thc
noyal  Austra l ian Air  F orce'  said he v 'as
a member of the flight $'hich visited
S$'ansea. The ntachines approaclred the
to\ \ -nship at  a height  o i  1, :100 to 1 '500f t '
\Vitnessl first dive $'as florl near the
sea. o l1 the south-east  s ide of  the to$'n-
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I\-itness:

N O S E  H E L D  D O W N .

ral o Lrnd.
"'il#*'co"ou"r: \!-hat about yourself?

fnd"""" ' -  Fo"sib ly there would be a
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The second and

thirci werc along the rtater's edge' -.""iiiit;"; saiol in ans$er to Mr' Cox'
trr"i'i i* j"ti ' i i i t.eisitt frorn rvhich- it

ii"#d;; 
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to lanc1, at Dorma'l cruis-
i " " t i ' " " " " a .  t ' a s  a b o u t : 0 0  1 o : 5 0  f e e t '
C'h-" i ' i " . r ic  Le sare for  an] 'one on the

\\'hat n-as the closest You
r ime  t o  a  bu i l d i ng?

I  \1 'as not  nearer than 350

-- l i i t ru""  
ad( led that  he s 'as not  at

"ttij 
tl-"1io"er to the ground tha'n 200

feet .

Describing the take-off when leav-

ing S*ansei, v' itness said he couid noti r rq  Swansea,  s - l rness  sa lu  l re  cuutu  r ru !  |
see  a l1  the  c rowd a t  the  aerodrone ' .as  I
1 h e  n o s e  o f  t h e  m a c h i n e  c r e a t e d  a  b l r n o  I

"p i t . ' -  
H l "  mach ine '  as  i t  rose '  bumpec I

into the air. I
P i l o t s  w e r e  t a u g h t ,  t h a t  a s  s o o r l  i

a s '  a  
-  

m a c h i n e  b e c - a m e  a i r - b o r n e ,  t o  I

h o l d  i t s  n o s e  d o w n  t o  e n a b l e  l t  t o  I
g a i n  s p e e d ,  a n d  t h u s  t o  c l i m b  s a f e l y '  

I
\ \ - i tness  sa id  he  kept  the  nose o f  h is  I

mach ine  do \ \ 'n  th ree  or  four  seconds-  I

That  wou ld  take  the  mach ine  'about  90

.n*ards from the l ine of sags on the aer.o-'dto-e, 
towards the Place where the

accident occurred, which s' 'as salal to

be !50 yards from ttre sa,gs. S'itness'

machin6 Passeil to the left of the

crowd at a heigltt of about 40ft ' }Ia$/-

ker Demon machines showed a ten-

. l " r " t  to  veer  to  the  le f t  a t  low speed '

" r A  
i ' e r c  a  l i t t l e  s l u g g i s h  a t  l o w  l e v e l s '

Wiitr""", that day, could not ha've

cleared the crowd at a height of lcore

tllan 40ft.
a'he Coroner: Then $'hJ' did You rtot

move the crolvd?
\4ritness: I did not consider they were

tn any danger.
The Coroner: What, with a ma,rgin of

40 feet ,  \ ' i th  at l  those th ings s 'h ich
* - ^ - - t

e i8h t  months ,  and be fore  io in ing  the
force  was en t l t led  to  a  c iv i l  av ia t ion
l i cence.  I I i s  to ta l  f l y i1 rg  hours  in  the
serv ice  amounted to  about  250 hours .
and in  c iv i l  l i fe  to  about  50  hours .  A t te r
surveying Slvansea fi 'om a, height of
1 ,500 to  2 ,000f t .  he  made th ree  d ives ,
under  F l igh t -L ieu t .  Hef f  e rnan 's  ins t ruc  -

tions. The first two rA-ere towards the
shore  end o f  the  je t ty ,  The ne .ares t  he
was to  the  gro l rnd .  a t  the  bo t tom o f  the
d ives .  was  about  150f t .  The th i rd  d ive
was over the end oi a pier. I{e flew
over  bu i ld ings  a t  a  he igh t  o f  no t  lo lver
than 300f t .  A f te r  lunch a t  Swansea l te
was in t roduced to  l ' { i ss  Cot ton ,  and the
remark  rvas  made tha t  a . f te r  the  ar r i va l
o f  the  rnach ines  she c l imbed in to  the
e o c k p i t  o f  w i t n e s s '  a e t ' o p l a  n e .  - q ' f  L e r -
war t l s  she  go t  in to  the  cockp i t  aga in ,
a r ld  s tayed the" re  10  or  15  mj r lu tes ,  wh i le
rv i tness  po in ted  ou t  t l l e  var ious  ins t ru -
tnents  and the i r  purpose.  That  was the
ex ten t  o f  h is  acqua in tance rv i th  Miss

Cot ton ,  and shor t l y  a f te rwards  he  re -

ce ived orders  to  leave H is  course  as

h l  toox  o f f  \ \ ' as  a  l i t t le  to  the  le f t  o I

l r t " i  i i Lu"  bY the  o ther  P j lo ts '
sh ip ,

mu^ n^-^ , . ^ - .  la lhqJ  a i . - l  wor r  do  fha . t r +  h E n  6 r  E  a A t r F
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PILOT OFFICER E. V. LANSELL, who was in charge 
of a Royal Australian Air Force machine, which failed to 

rise, and killed Mrs. Louisa Kate Cotton and Miss Jean Cot-
ton at the Swansea aerodrome on February 6, was com-
mitted for trial on a charge of manslanghter by the Coroner 
(Mr. W. Hutchins), when the inquest. which extended over 
four days, concluded at Hobart last night. "I think the pilot 
was guilty of a miscalculation of the heiErht he was above the 
ground," said the Coroner in giving his finding. 

The Coroner condemned low flying by Air Force ma-
chines some hours before the tragedy occurred, and said it 
was "a flagrant breach of the regulations." Lansell and a 
fellow-pilot denied that there was any question of providing 
the crowd with a thrill. Lansell said there were a number of 
factors contributing to the accident, but he could not give a 
definite reason for it. 

MACHINES FLEW LOW 

Short Distance Over Trees 

Council Clerk's Statement 

Mr. G. L. Doyle (Page, Hodgman, 
Seager & Doyle), instructed by the 
Crown Law Department, appeared on 
behalf of the Police. Mr. R. C. Wright 
(Crisp & Wright) represented Pilot-
Officer E. V. Lansell, and Mr. W. Ellis 
Cox (Dobson, Mitchell & Ailport) was 
present on behalf of the Commonwealth 
Government, Flight-Lieut. P. G. Hef-
fernan and Pilot-Officer D. McLean, 
who were associated in the flight 
Group Captain A. Cole, a member of the 
Air Accidents Investigation Committee, 
also attended. 

James Dixon Tanner, council clerk 
at Swansea, recalled, said two of the 
machines, on arrival at Swansea, flew 
low over the township and harbour. 
One aeroplane flew a short distance 
above oak trees, on the side of the 
main road. The trees were 30ft. or 40ft. 
high. 

Witness told the Coroner that the 
aeroplanes visited Swansea at the in-
vitation of the Glamorgan Council. 

Constable D. R. Bryce, recalled, said 
he saw soil gathered from a mark on 
the Swansea aerodrome, between the 
place the deceased were supposed to 
have been standing at the time of the 
accident and the stump at the end of the 
field. 

Evelyn Ward, Government analyst, 
said he had examined soil given him 
by the Police Department, and found in 
it no blood, or other substance of human 
origin, except one light brown hair. No 
rubber or mineral oil, or other substance 
indicating contact with a machine of 
any kind, was detected. 

DEMONSTRATING MACHINE. 

Donald McLean, a pilot officer of the 
Royal Australian Air Force, said he was 
a member of the flight which visited 
Swansea. The machines approached the 
township at a height of 1,200 to 1,500ft. 
Witness' first dive was from near the 
sea, on the south-east side of the town-
ship. 

The Coroner: What did you do that 
for? 

Witness: To demonstrate the capa-
bilities of the machine. 

Are there not safer places to do that 
than over the township considered 
it was not dangerous. 

Mr. Cox: Why do you say that? 
Witness: The dive was directed to-

wards the water, and if anything hap-
pened I had sufficient speed to attempt 
a forced landing. - 

The Coroner: Did any authority of 
the town ask you to demonstrate in that, 
or any other, manner? 

Witness: Flight-Lieutenant Heffernan 
was in charge, and I took my instruc-
tions from him. 

'hat instructions did you get?—To 
proceed to Swansea and do two or three 
dives round the township. 

Mr. Cox: How many dives did you do? 
Witness: Three: The second and 

third were along the water's edge. 
Witness said, in answer to Mr. Cox, 

that the lowest height from which it 
would be safe to land, at normal cruis-
ing speed. was about 200 to 250 feet. 
That would be safe for anyone on the 
ground. 

The Coroner: What about yourself? 
-Witness: Possibly there would be a 

risk. 
Mr. Cox: What was the closest you 

were at any time to a building? 
Witness: I was not nearer than 350 

feet. 
Witness added that he was not at 

any time closer to the ground than 200 
feet. 

NOSE HELD DOWN. 

Describing the take-off when leav-
ing Swansea, witness said he could not 
see all the crowd at the aerodrome, as 
the nose of the machine created a blind 
spot. His machine, as it rose, bumped 
into the air. 

Pilots were taught, that as soon 
as a machine became air-borne, to 
hold its nose down to enable it to 
gain speed, and thus to climb safely. 

Witness said he kept the nose of his 
machine down three or four seconds. 
That would take the machine about 90 
yards from the line of sags on the aero-
drome, towards the place where the 
accident occurred, which was said to 
be 250 yards from the sags. Witness' 
machine passed to the left of the 
crowd at a height of about 40ft. Haw-
ker Demon machines showed a ten-
dency to veer to the left at low speed, 
and were a little sluggish at low levels. 
Witness, that day, could not have 
cleared the crowd at a height of more 
than 40ft. 

The Coroner: Then why did you not 
move the crowd? 

Witness: I did not consider they were 
in any danger. 

The Coroner: What, with a margin of 
40 feet, with all those things which 
might go wrong? 

The Coroner: Was there any question 
of 'keeping your aeroplanes low, with a 
view to giving the people a thrill? 

Witness: No. 

Mr. Doyle: Under your regulations 
you must not fly at a lesser height than 
1,500 feet over any town? 

Witness: They are civil regulations 
Mr. Doyle: No, yours. 
Witness said if his machine had had 

mechanical trouble he could have made 
a forced landing.  

made to them before you go on one of 
these flights? 

Witness: The leader usually sets the 
example. 

But are there no special instructions? 
is understood. 

Mr. Doyle: But it does not appear to 
be understood. 

The Coroner: Can you throw any 
light at all on the reason why the aero-
plane piloted by Lansell caused the 
fatalities into which we are inquir-
ing? 

Witness: I cannot say; I did not 
see it. 

Do you suggest any of the aero-
planes were overloaded, or have reason 
to think they were ?—No. 

Witness said the Swansea aerodrome 
was safe within limits, but if it were 

used extensively he thought it would 
cause some damage. He considered it 
fit for the purpose for which the Air 
Force machines used it. 

"THE WAY IT WAS FLOWN." 
• 

Sergeant Richard James Tonks, a 
fitter in the Air Force, said he was the 
observer in Lansell's aeroplane at the 
time of the accident. The take-off ap-
peared a normal one, and the machine 
began to ascend just before the impact 
caused by the accident. 

Witness told Mr. Doyle the aeroplane 
was in good condition, and was not over-
loaded. He could throw no light on the 
fatality. 

The Coroner: Can you give any 
reason why your machine could or did 
not rise as high as its predecessors? 

Witness: I should say it was the way 
the machine was flown. 

Witness added that the engine had 
nothing to do with the accident; it 
was functioning normally. 

The Coroner: Is it not unusual for 
an aeroplane not to rise more than three 
feet in 200 yards after becoming air-
borne? 

Witness: I have seen it before. 

Yes, but on a large aerodrome, when 
there are no people about. That is 
when you have seen it happen, is it not? 
—Yes, I had not seen these machines 
flown on a small aerodrome before. 

Eric Vane Lansell said he had been 
in the Air Force one year and seven or 
eight months, and before joining the 
force was entitled to a civil aviation 
licence. His total flying hours in the 
service amounted to about 250 hours, 
and in civil life to about 50 hours. After 
surveying Swansea from a height of 
1,500 to 2.000ft. he made three dives, 
under Flight-Lieut. Heffernan's instruc-
tions. The first two were towards the 
shore end of the jetty. The nearest he 
was to the ground, at the bottom of the 
dives, was about 150ft. The third dive 
was over the end of a pier. He flew 
over buildings at a height of not lower 
than 300ft. After lunch at Swansea he 
was introduced to Miss Cotton, and the 
remark was made that after the arrival 
of the machines she climbed into the 
cockpit of witness' aeroplane. After-
wards she got into the cockpit again, 
and stayed there 10 or 15 minutes, while 
witness pointed out the various instru-
ments and their purpose. That was the 
extent of his acquaintance with Miss 
Cotton, and shortly afterwards he re-
ceived orders to leave. His course as 
he took off was a little to the left of 
that taken by the other pilots. 

THOUGHT PEOPLE SAFE. 

"I considered the people were placed 
in a safe position," witness continued. 
"I became air-borne a little past the 
line of sags. I became air-borne be-
fore I actually acquired air-speed, be-
cause of a bump on the ground. I 
thought my runway was a little longer 
than usual. After becoming air-borne, 
and after the machine dropped a little, 
I lowered the nose to pick up air speed. 
I held the machine straight, to gain air 

The Coroner condemned low flving by Air Fo-rce.ma'
chi"us s1*" hou"" before the tragedy occurred, and-said it
;;. %-fl;Fant breach of the refulations"' Lansell and a
i"ilo*-oifol a"niea that there was any, question of providing
;h;;";1";itr, t tttiitt. Lansell said ihere lilere a number of
iuito"" 

"o"tiibuting 
to the accident, but he could not give a

definite reason for it.
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DILOT OFFICER E. V. LANSELL, who was in charge
r of a Royal Australian Air Force machine. which failed to
rise, and killed Mrs. Louisa 11a1s Qotton and Miss Jean Cot-
ton at the Swansea aerorlrome on Febnrary 6. \ilas com-
rnltt"a for triat on a charqe of manslarrghter bv the Coroner
?tvtr. W. Hutchins). when the inquest. whieh exfended over
iouiar'tr", concluded at Ilobart las{ nisht- "I think the piLot
was Euiltv of a misealculation of the heisht he was above the
g.ound." iaid the Coroner in giving his finding.

haile to them before you go on one of
theBe flishts?'Witneis: The lea.der usually sets the
brample.' 

Buf a.re there no specia"l lnstructions?
-It is understood.

Mr. Doyle: But it tloes not appear to
be understood.

The Coroner: Can You throw any
tieiht at aJl on the reason q'hy the aero-
plane piloted b]' Lansell caused thd
iara"llties into s'hich we are inquir-

The Coroner:  Is  i t  not  unusual  for
an aeropla.ne not to rise more than three
feet in 200 yards after becoming air-
borne ?-Witness: 

I have seen it before.

Yes, but on a large aerodrome, when
there are no PeoPle about. That is
when you have seen i t  happen, is  i t  not?
-Yes. I had not seen these machines
flown on a srnall aerodrome before.

Ing ?-W-itness: 
I cannot saY; I did not

6ee it.
Do you suggest any of the aero-

nla.nes s 'ere or-er loaded. or  have reason
io th ink they rvet 'e?-No.

Tfitness said tbe Ss-ansea aerodrome
ra,e safe $'ithin limits, but if it $'ere

used extensively he th-ought i t  would

;;;;";;;; daniaee. - He considerecl lt

ii-i""-inu purpose-for which the Air'

Force machlnes used lt'

( THE  WAY IT  WAS FLOWN' '

Sergeant Richard James Tonks' &

nf"tl"-tnu Air Force, saicl he was the

;;"";;;;-il r,ansell's ae.roDla,ne a.t the

ii-u oi-tit" accident. The take-off ap-

p"^ i"A 
"-"o.*al  

.one, .and the machine

i i "san to aseend jusl  before the impact

c:.r.used bY the aecitlent'-*wit""""" 
iold llr' Do]'le the aeroplane

*a" i "  sooa condi t ion '  and was not  over-

i;;;;;:-H; could throw no lisht on the

fatalitY.
The  Co rone r :  Can  You  S lYe  a1Y .

reason  why  you r  mach ine  cou ld  o r -d l d
; ; l - ; i ; "  a i t igh as i ts  predecessors?"- t  

/ i tn""" t  I  ihould sav i t  was the way
the  mach ine  was  f l own .

Witness addeal that the engine had
nothing to do with tl' le accident; it
was functioning normalll'.

MACHINES FLEW LOW

Shont Distance Over Trees

Council Clerk's Statement

Mr. G. L. DoYle (Page, Ilodgmarr
Sere"" 

-& 
Doylej, instructed by the

Croivn Law Department, appea-red- orr
fi"fr"ff of the Police. Mr. R. C' Wright
i i - r i "p e wr ight)  represented Pi ]ot-
bnn""-" f^ V- Lirrsell' and Mr' W' Ellis
Cox (Dobson, Mitchell & Allport) rilas

"t"i""t 
orr behalf of the Common'wealt}

6t-""""*i"t, Flisht-Lieut' P. G' Hel-
Gi.an ano Pilo1-officer D. Mclea4,
in;t o were associated in the flight-
Croup ca.ptain "{ .  Cole,  a member of  the
- i i , l  - icc loents l l lvest igat ion Comnl i t tee '
also attended.* ' ] " - ""  

p l "on Tanner,  counci l  c lerk
a,t- S*atsea, recalietl, saial two of tbe
t-t*"itit"", on a,rrival at Swansea, flew
to* oo:"*' the ton'nship and hzrrbour'
One aeroplane flerv a. short distance
rbote oak trees, on the side of the
ilLi"-"oua. The trees were 30ft' or 40ft'

'^-iiiittr".* 
told the Coroner that the

o""offit"" visited Swansea at the in-
vlt"tio" of the Glamorgan Council'-Co""t"tru 

D. R' Bryce, recalled, said
he sa-rv soil gathered from a mark on
tLe St tanseJ aerodrome, betrveen-the
niace tne cleceasetl were supposed -to
fi"t. U... stancling at the time of the
accident  and the str imp at  the end of  the
fleld.

Evelyn' !Vard,  Government analYst ,
saiO he hacl exarnined soil given him'
bv the Pol ice Deprr tmenl .  and foun' l  in
i t  no blood,  or  othcr  substance of  human

"" ig i " ,  
e"c"pt  one l ight  brorn 'n ha- i r .  No

rub-ber or  mineral  o i l ,  or  other substance
lnoi".ti"g contact rvith a machine of
any  k i nd ,  was  de tec ted .

D E M O N S T R A T I N G  M A G H I N E '

Donalcl llcl,ean, a pilot oficer of the
I- iot -a l  Austra l ian -A. i r  Forcc '  said he r  as
a  n rembe r  o f  1 l l e  f l i gh t  \ h i ch  f  i s i t ed
Svi 'ansea. The nrachines appl 'oached the
tol -nship at  a height  of  1,100 to 1 '500f t '
\Vitness-' first dive lvas f|orn near the
sea, or  t l te south-east  s ide of  t l lc  tos 'n-
ship,

i lhc Coroner:  lvhat  d id You do that
for  ?

f  i tness:  To dernonstrate the capa-
bi l i t ies of  the machine.

Are there not safer places to do that
than over the tuwnship ' i - I  considered
it $'as not d.angerous.

Mr ' .  Cox:  
.whv do I 'ou sa] '  that?

Witness:  The dive rras di rected to-
r!"ards tire n'ater, and if anything hap-
pened I had sufrcieilt speed to attempt
a, forced lauding.

ot '  : tn1"  u ther ,  n lanner " '
rr:'i i i 

"ii, 
tii i gir t-Li'u t on-a n t I Ic ff e-r-n-an

*.""- it. charge, anct I took my instruc-

t ions  f rom h i tn '

p'';;;;i to'sl':o"=", ?n-q il-: ts'o or three
n'ff:. 6'"1i"'l\.:'lXTj:?iiil;s did !'ou do?

i"-ii;;"', 
-Tlt""u, - 

The second and

thirci werc along the rrater's ud-ci' ^^-ir. i  *e.o along the water's edg:e'

iiiit""i" saioi in ans\Yer to Mr' cox'

3i;.".: 
"'"',f 

;:; *ii:l,1il "?Ll|"il'I""t I
anv other,  nanner?

l:'",ff :1,,'#'"-, "":tt ",';r '*}t *:ll*: I
ilil'i"T,3',:i];rions rrirr- r.ou set r., f 9 |

t r r " i ' t lo  lo*ei i  height  f lon r th ich- i t

ii '.*.iro-it" *,.r" to lanrt, at normal cruis-
i " "  

" n " "0 .  
i vas  ahou t  : 00  10  350  f ee t '

Tr i " i ' i " . " io L,e sare for  anl 'one on the

'Ihe cofonef: otg ""il"?Lti"fitl"#the  towr l  ask  l 'ou  t0  demo

qround.''i i.*'Co"or"r: 
\!-hat about yourself?

wii";;,- Fossibiy there wouid be a

Describing the take-off rvhen leav-
ine Swansea, s ' i tness said he could not
rcE all the erolvd at the aerodrome, as
;i; ;;"; of the machine created a blind
.".i-- rri" machine, as it rose, bumpec
into tbe air.

Pi lots were taught,  that  as soot l
' a s  a  mach ine  became  a i r - bo rne '  t o
t . o t a ' i t "  nose  down  t o  enab le  i t  t o
ga in  speed ,  and  t hus  t o  c l imb  sa fe l y '

I\ritness sa-id he kept the nose of tris
machine down three or four seconds'
That would tzlke the macbine about 90
J*ards from the l ine of sags on the aero-

drome, towards the Place whero the

accident occurred, *'hich was saial to

be 250 yards trom the sags. W'itness'

machin6 Passecl to the left of the

crowd at a heigttt of about 40ft ' Haw-

ker  Demon mach ines  showed a  ten-

clency to veer to the left at low s-p-e-ed,

;;; +; u-i itt i" =i"geish at low le-vels' I
Jn ' i tness ,  tha t  day ,  cou ld  no t  have i
cleared the crolvd at a height of Dxore 1
than 40 f t .  I

r isk.
Mr. Coli: \\'hat s-as

$'ere at anY time to a
Tfitness: I 1'"as not

feet.
trI-itness added that

aDy time cioser to the

N O S E  H E L D

the closest You
bui ld ing?

nearer than 350

he n'as not at
ground than 200

D O W N .

Erie Vane Lansell said he had beelr
in the Air tr 'orce one year and seven or
e igh t  months ,  and be fore  jo in ing  the
force was entit led to a civil aviation
l i cence.  I r i s  to ta l  f l y ing  hours  in  the
serv ice  amounted to  about  250 hours ,
and in c iv i l  l i fe  to about 50 hours.  Af ter
surveying Srvansea fl'om a height of
1,500 to ?,000f t .  he made three dives,
under Fl ight-  L ieut .  Hef f  ernan's instruc-
t ions.  The f i rs t  two were towards the
shore  end o f  the  je t ty ,  The neares t  he
was to  the  ground,  a t  the  bo t tom o f  the
dives, was about 150ft. : lhe thiral dive
was over  the  end o f  a  p ie r .  He f lew
over  bu i ld ings  a t  a  he igh t  o f  no t  lo rver
than 300f t .  A f te r  lunch a t  S lvansea he
was in t roduced to  Miss  Cot ton ,  and the
remark rvzrs made that after the arrival
o f  the  rnach ines  she c l imbed in to  the
c o c k p i t  o f  w i t n e s s '  a e l ' o p l a n e .  A f l e r -
$ 'a rds  she go t  in to  the  cockp i t  aga in ,
i lnd  s tayed there  10  or  15  mjnu tes ,  wh i le
w i tness  po in ted  ou t  the  var ious  ins t ru -
rnents  and the i r  purpose.  That  was the
ex ten t  o f  h is  acqua in tance lv i th  } f i ss

Cotton, antl shortly afterlvards he re-

ceived orclers to leave' EIis course as

i" 
't"-"t ^.fi 

..'ai a little to the ieft of

i 'ha,t tatren bY the other Pilots'

T H O U G H T  P E O P L E  S A F E .

The Coroner:  Then whl 'd id You not
move the crot'd?

T,\ritness: I rlid not consider they srere
in any da"nger.

TIre Coroner: ril 'hat, with a margin of
40 feet, q'ith atl those things lr'hich
might go ryrong?

The Coroner:  Was there anY quest ion
o f  keec inq  vou r  ae rop lanes  l ow '  w i t h  a
v i ew  t o  g i - v i ng  t he  peoP le  a  t h r i l l ?

W i tness :  No ,
Mr. Doyle: Under Your re8:ulations

you must not fly a"t a lesser height than i
1 l-1(10 feet over anv town ? i1,500 feet  over any town?

. , I  r . cns ic lc red  thn  peo l l le  s 'e rc  l laced

:.1 *"::*.""":il;l; ;"" f 'l:ii',":ii:1i';n:
f i""" i i""g=. I  hecame air-bot ' :re bt-
i , j i " .  i ' "" i i" i r5'  aequircrl  air-speed' be-
l ; ' """" '  ; i ' ; ;"rnip'on the sround' r

li$ :t,* ""*rx i fui s:J'tfrE
i lLl; *'*"; J,n"" ?li$. i,"' 3'l;li"xi;

\\ritness: They are civil regulatlons I
Mr.  Doyle:  No, yours.  I'Witness said if his machine hatl hatl I

mechanical trouble he could have made I
a fo rced land ing ,



speed as soon as possible, for maxi-
mum safety. We are taught to do that. 
It is the general practice of service 
pilots." 

Witness said his direct front view, 
on the ground, was obscured by the 
engine. It was a pilot's duty, before he 
took off, to see what was ahead of him. 
His view was obtained by looking out 
the side. He thought he was three 
or four feet from the ground when 
flying "level." 

"I attempted to climb a fraction be-
fore the impact," witness continued. 
"At that point I should have liked a 
little more flying speed to enable me 
to climb. .There seemed a fraction of 
time before the machine began to 
climb, after I eased the control col-
umn back. It was only a fraction 
of time before I felt the impact." 

MIND FULLY OCCUPIED. 

Witness said his mind was very fully 
occupied from the time the machine 
became air-borne to the moment of im-
pact. His mind registered the sight of 
a few people in that time. One figure 
in particular was waving its arms. 

"I attempted to climb the machine 
in-order to avoid the people," witness 
explained, and added it was not possible 
for him, after becoming air-borne, to 
stop the machine without danger to 
the people. It would have been very 
dangerous to deflect the machine to 
right or left. 

Mr. Wright: Was there any thought 
in your mind of giving the people a 
thrall, or performing any stunts before 
them? 

Witness: No. 
Witness informed Mr. Doyle he had 

flown about 10 hours in Hawker Demon 
machines before coming to Tasmania. 

Mr. Doyle: You did not mention in 
your statement to the police the fact 
that the aeroplane was "bumped" off? 

Witness: No. 
I take it you did not attempt to lift 

the aeroplane till you were fairly close 
to the people?—Yes. 

Was the matter of the nearness of 
the people weighing with you at all, or 
were you disregarding them?—I cer-
tainly was not disregarding them. 

Witness expressed the opinion that 
the machine had begun to lift before the 
impact occurred. 

In reply to Mr. Doyle, witness said he 
had not had a similar experience with 
a machine before. He believed the figure 
he saw with waving arms was that of 
Miss Cotton, though he had not been 
led to look out for a wave. 

The Coroner: What is the explana-
tion of the occurrence? We have not 
had it yet, you know. 

Witness: I can only say I was waiting 
for the aeroplane to gain forward speed 
for the maximum of safety. 

HEIGHT JUDGED BY SOUND? 

Referring to the effect of the machines 
on the people of Swansea, witness 
pointed out they had not seen Hawker-
Demons before, and he was of opinion 
they judged the height of the aeroplanes 
from sound, and not from observation. 

The Coroner: And to what exactly do 
you ascribe this unfortunate accident? 

Witness: There were a number of 
factors contributing. 

Have you any idea what they were?—
There is the inefficiency of the aero-
planes.... 

The Coroner: But all three machines 
were the same. 

Witness: I cannot give a definite 
reason. 

Frederick George Huxley, recalled. 
was asked by T r. Doyle if he could give 
any reason why Lansell's machine 
should be "held down" when taking off 
longer than the other machines. 

Witness: The machine was definitely 
held down, for what reason I do not 
know. 

The Coroner: Having heard the evi-
dence of the pilots, can you say why it 
did not rise? 

Witness: No. 
In reply to the coroner, witness said 

if Lansell's machine were "bumped" 
into the air the fact would not affect 

its ability to rise before the crowd was 
reached. "I cannot explain why Lan-
sell's machine could not gain enough 
height to clear the people in front of 
it," witness added. 

Mr. Doyle, addressing the coroner, 
submitted the finding should be that the  

persons, they were themselves in the 
greatest danger, and were bound to re-
member that fact. 

Mr. Wright said Lansell's aerobatics 
at Swansea were performed directly in 
pursuance of instructions. The man-
ner in which he "held down" his mach-
ine was approved by Captain Huxley 
and the other pilots. He submitted no 
prima facie case of culpable negligence 
had been established against Lansell. 
He doubted if there were a case of civil, 
much less criminal, negligence. 

CORONER'S FINDING. 

The Coroner, in giving his finding, 
said each pilot had admitted having in 
the morning dived within 200 feet of 
the ground, which was contrary to the 
regulations, In fact, it was a flagrant 
breach or the regulations, and appar-
ently an entire disregard of the rules 
of conduct, which were framed for the 
safety of the people. Of that he could 
express himself only in terms of con-
demnation. He pointed out, however, 
that he must not allow the events of the 
morning to influence his decision con-
cerning the happenings of the afternoon. 
He had continually asked why Lansell's 
aeroplane did not rise more than three 
feet in 200 yards, after becoming air-
borne. The crowd on the aerodrome 
was in plain sight of each pilot. It 
had been stated that the machines were 
sluggish on leaving the ground, but he 
had not been told that the people were 
informed of that fact. Apparently it 
was guarded as a secret by the three 
pilots, and nothing was said 
about any risk which might be run. 
If Lansell's machine was "held down" 
he was not satisfied that it was neces• 
sary for the pilot to have done so. Hr. 
must, or should have, known where the 
people were, and it would have beer. 
perfectly easy for him to have taken 
the same course as his predecessors. 

"I think the pilot was guilty of a mis-
calculation of the height he was above 
the ground" said the coroner. "He had 
a duty cast on him which he did not 
fulfil, and I find that the deaths of Mrs. 
Louisa Kate Cotton and Jean Cotton 
were caused by their being struck by an 
aeroplane of which Lansell was pilot, 
and that the reason the aeroplane 
struck them was that he negligently 
piloted it. I consider his negligence was 
culpable, and it is my painful duty to 
commit him for trial." 

Lansell, who was committed to stand 
his trial on a charge of manslaughter 
at the sittings of the Criminal Court at 
Hobart on April 21 was granted bail in 
a recognisance and a surety, each of 
£ 25. 

that the aeroplane wa,s "bumped" otr? I
Witness: No, I
I take it you ditl not attempt to lift I

the aerop.ane till you s'ere fairly close I
to the people?-Yes. I

Was the matter of the neaxness of I
the people weighing with ]'ou at all, or I
were you disregarding them?-I cer- ;

speed as soon as Possib ie,  for  maxi-
munl safet-1'. S:e are taught to do that.
It is the general practice of service
pi lots."

l /itness saicl his alirect frorlt view'
on the ground, rvas obscured by tire
engine. It was a Dilot's duty, betore he
took off, to see wha,t was ahead of hirn.
His view was obtaineal by looking out
the side. He thought he was three
or four feet from the g:round when
flying "1evel."

" l  at tempted to c l imb a f  ract ion be'
fore the impact ,"  wi tness cont inued'
I tA t  t ha t  po in t  I  shou ld  have  l i ked  a
l i t t l e  mo re  f l y i ng  speed  t o  enab le  me
to  c l imb .  ,The re  seemed  a  f r ac t i on  o f
t ime before the machine began to
cl imb, af tct  t  eased the contro l  col '
umn  back ,  l t  was  on l y  a  f r ac t i on
of  t ime before I  fe l t  the imPact."

M I N D  F U L L Y  O C C U P I E D '

'Witness said his mind was very fully
occupied from the time the machine
becanre air-borne to the moment of im-
pact. His mind registered the sight of
a few people in that time, One n8:ure
in particular was waving: lts arms'
: "I attempted to climb the machine
in -erder to avoicl the people," witness
explained, and added it \.'l 'as not possible
for him, after becoming air-borne, to
stop the machine q'ithout danger to
thd people. It s'outd have been very
dangrerous to deflect the machino to
right or left.

M r .  Wr i gh t :  Was  t he re  enY  t hough t
i n  you r  m ind  o f  g i v i ng  t he  Peo .P le  a
thr i l l ,  or  porformi;g any stunts before
them ?

Wi tness :  No .
.W:itness 

informecl Mr. Doyle he had
flown about 10 hours in Elawker Demon
machines before coming to Tasmania.

Mr. Doyle: You <Iid not mention in
your statement to the police the fact

ta in ly was not  d isregarding them'
Witness expressed the opinion that

the machine had begun to lift before the
imDact occurred,

tn reply to Mr. Do]'le, q'itness said he
had nol had a simila.r experience with
a machine before. He believed the figure
he sa.w with waving arms wa,s that of
Miss Cotton, though he haal not been
led to look out for a wave.

The Coroner: What is the explana-
tion of tire occurrence? 

'W'e 
have not

had it yet, you know''Witness: 
I can only say I was waiting

for the aeroplane to gain forwartl speecl
for the maximum of safety.

H E T G H T  J U D G E D  B Y  S O U N D ?

Referring to the effect of the machines
on the people of Swansea, $'itness
pointed out they had not seen llawker-
Demons before, ancl he was of opinion
they judged the height of the aeroplanes
from souncl, and not from observation.

The Coroner: And to what exactly do
you ascribe this unfortunate accident?

Witnessl  There were a number of
f ac to r s  con t r i bu t i ng .

I{ave you any idea lvhat they were?-
There ls the inefficiency of the aero-
D l a n e s . . . .- 

The Coroner: But all three machines
were the same.'Witless: 

I cannot give a definite
reason.

Frecerick GeorS:e HuxleY, recalled,
was asked by I r. Doyle if he could give
any reasori ['hy Lansell's machine
should be "held do\ryn" s'hen tahing off
lonser than the other machines''Witness: 

The machine was definitely
held dov/n, for what reason I do not
know.

The Coroner: Having heartl the evi-
dence of the pilots, can you say lvhy it
d id not  r ise?

W' i tness:  No.
In repi l '  to the coroner,  r ' i tness said

if Lansell's machine were "bumped"
into the air the fa:ll lloulq nol altec_t

i ts  abi l l tv  to r ise before the crowd was
;;;h;d:" ,;i iannot expiain why Lan.-

"iiG'-*"cttl"L 
could nbt sain -enough

height  to c lear the people in t ront  or
it." witness adcled.

Mr. Doyle, addressing the coroner'

""ii-rnitt"a" 
tni fl nd ing t 1991-d-P !h?J !l:

persons, they were themselves in the
greatest danger, and were bounal to re-
member that fact.

Mr. Wright sald Lansell's aerobatics
at Swansea were performed directly in
pursuance of  ihstruct ions.  The man-
ner in lvhich he "held down" his mactr-
lne was approved. by Captaln Huxley
and the other p i lots.  He submit ted no
prima iacle case of culpable neglig'ence
had been established against Lansell.
]fe dou,bted if there were a case of civil.
much less cr iminal ,  negl igence.

C O R O N E R ' S  F I N D I N G .

The Coroner, in giving his finaling,
sa id  ench p i lo t  had admi t ted  hav ing  in
the  morn ing  d ived w i th in  200 fee t  o f
the ground, rvhich was contrary to the
legulations. ln fact, it was a flagrant
breach o ;  the  reg 'u la t ions ,  and appar -
en t ly  an  en t i re  d is regard  o f  the  ru les
o,f condtrct. lvhich rvere framed for the
safe ty  o f  the  peop le .  Of  tha t  he  cou lc l
e r :p ress  h imse l f  on ly  in  te rms o f  con-
demnat ion .  He po in te t l  ou t ,  however ,
that he must not allow the events of the
rnorn ing  to  in f luence h is .dec is ion  con-
cerning the happenings of the afternoon.
Ile had continually asked rvhy Lansell 's
lreroplane clid not rise more than three
feet in ?00 yzrrds, after becoming air-
borne .  The c rowd 0n the  aerodrome
r v a s  i n  p l a i n  s i g h t  o f  e a c h  p i l o t .  I t
had  been s ta ted  tha t  the  mach ines  were
s lugg ish  on  leav inE i  the  ground,  bu t  he
had not been told thar the people \pere
in fo rmed o f  tha t  fac t .  Apparent ly  i t
\ .as  guarded as  a  secre t  by  the  th rce
p i lo ts ,  and no th ing  was sa id
about  r .nv  r i sk  rvh ich  mi .sh t  be  run .
I f  Lanse l l ' s  mach ine  was "he ld  down"
he rvas  no t  sa t is f ied  tha t  i t  was  neces-
sa ly  fo r  the  p i lo t  to  have done so .  I { ' ,
must. or should have, knorvn v'here the-
peop le  were ,  and i t  wou la l  have beer ,
per iec t l y  easy  fo r  h im to  have taken
the  same course  as  h is  p redecessors '

"I think the pilot 'wa.s guilty of a mis-
calcutation of the height he rvas above
the grourrd" said tlte coroner. "He hacl
a duty cast  on him whlch he dia l  not
fulfil, and I fincl tllat the deaths ol llrs,
I-,ouisa Kate Cotton and Jean Cotton
\'"'ere caused by their being struck by an
aeroplane of  which Lansel l  was pi lot ,
and tha. t  the reason the aeroplane
struck them was that  he negl igent ly
pi loted i t .  I  consider h is negl lgence was
culpable,  and i t  is  my painfu l  duty to
commit  h im for  t r ia l . "

Lansell. lvho $'as committecl to sta.nd
his trial on a charg:e of manslaughter
a1 the s i t t ings of  the Cr in inal  Court  at
Hobart on April 21 was grantecl bail in
6, rccognisance anal a surety, each of



pact. His mind registered the sight of 
a few people in that time. One figure 
in particular was waving its arms. 

"I attempted to climb the machine 
in-girder to avoid the people," witness 
explained, and added it was not possible 
for him, after becoming air-borne, to 
stop the machine without danger to 
the people. It would have been very 
dangerous to deflect the machine to 
right or left. 

Mr. Wright: Was there any thought 
in your mind of giving the people a 
thrill, or performing any stunts before 
them? 

Witness: No. 

Witness informed Mr. Doyle he had 
flown about 10 hours in Hawker Demon 
machines before coming to Tasmania. 

Mr. Doyle: You did not mention in 
your statement to the police the fact 
that the aeroplane was "bumped" off? 

Witness: No. 
I take it you did not attempt to lift 

the aerop,ane till you were fairly close 
to the people ?—Yes. 

Was the matter of the nearness of 
the people weighing with you at all, or 
were you disregarding them?—I cer-
tainly was not disregarding them. 

Witness expressed the opinion that 
the machine had begun to lift before the 
impact occurred. 

In reply to Mr. Doyle, witness said he 
had not had a similar experience with 
a machine before. He believed the figure 
he saw with waving arms was that of 
Miss Cotton, though he had not been 
led to look out for a wave. 

The Coroner: What is the explana-
tion of the occurrence? We have not 
had it yet, you know. 

Witness: I can only say I was waiting 
for the aeroplane to gain forward speed 
for the maximum of safety. 

HEIGHT JUDGED BY SOUND? 

Referring to the effect of the machines 
on the people of Swansea, witness 
pointed out they had not seen Hawker-
Demons before, and he was of opinion 
they judged the height of the aeroplanes 
from sound, and not from observation. 

The Coroner: And to what exactly do 
you ascribe this unfortunate accident? 

Witness: There were a number of 
factors contributing. 

Have you any idea what they were?—
There is the inefficiency of the aero-
planes . . . . 

The Coroner: But all three machines 
were the same. 

Witness: I cannot give a definite 
reason. 

Frederick George Huxley, recalled, 
was asked by I' r. Doyle if he could give 
any reason-  why Lansell's machine 
should be "held down" when taking off 
longer than the other machines. 

Witness: The machine was definitely 
held down, for what reason I do not 
know. 

The Coroner: Having heard the evi-
dence of the pilots, can you say why it 
did not rise? 

Witness: No. 
In reply to the coroner, witness said 

if Lansell's machine were "bumped" 
into the air the fact would not affect 

its ability to rise before the crowd was 
reached. "I cannot explain why Lan-
sell's machine could not gain enough 
height to clear the people in front of 
it," witness added. 

Mr. Doyle, addressing the coroner, 
submitted the finding should be that the 
deceased met their deaths owing to the 
culpable negligence of Lansell. He con-
tended demonstrations were given at 
Swansea in the morning and afternoon 
without a due regard to the safety of 
the persons who witnessed them. 

Mr. Cox asked why Lansell or the 
other pilots should anticipate danger 
which no one else, Including Captain 
Huxley, an experienced airman, had 
anticipated. He reminded the coroner 
that if the pilots chose to do anything 
reckless, as had been alleged by some 

U■144 44G + 	 c clatVW Lae CVO!' LC La. Lae 
morning, to influence his decision con-
cerning the happenings of the afternoon. 
He had continually asked why Lansell's 
aeroplane did not rise more than three 
feet in 200 yards, after becoming air-
borne. The crowd on the aerodrome 
was in plain sight of each pilot. It 
had been stated that the machines were 
sluggish on leaving the ground, but he 
had not been told that the people were 
informed of that fact. Apparently it 
was guarded as a secret by the three 
pilots, and nothing was said 
about any risk which might be run. 
If Lansell's machine was "held down" 
he was not satisfied that it was neces-
sary for the pilot to have done so. H.; 
must, or should have, known where the 
people were, and it would have been 
perfectly easy for him to have taken 
the same course as his predecessors. 

"I think the pilot was guilty of a mis-
calculation of the height he was above 
the ground" said the coroner. "He had 
a duty cast on him which he did not 
fulfil, and I find that the deaths of Mrs. 
Louisa Kate Cotton and Jean Cotton 
were caused by their being struck by an 
aeroplane of which Lansell was pilot, 
and that the reason the aeroplane 
struck them was that he negligently 
piloted it. I consider his negligence was 
culpable, and it is my painful duty to 
commit him for trial." 

Lansell, who was committed to stand 
his trial on a charge of manslaughter 
at the sittings of the Criminal Court at 
Hobart on April 21 was granted bail in 
a recognisance and a surety, each of 

25. 

DeCAme anr-Porue Lo Lue uruluvlt L vr lsr- |
pact. IIis mind re8:istered the si8ht of I
I few people in that time. One ffgure I
in partieular was lvavin8: lts arms. I
;  " l  at tempted to c l imb the.machtne I
in -er t ler  to avoid the people ' "  wi t l : : :  ]
explained, and adderl it vt'as not possible
foi him, aJter becoming air-borne, to
stoD the machine $'lthout danger to
the peopte. It $'ould have been very
dangLrous to deflect the machino to
right or left.

M r .  Wr i gh t :  Was  t he re  anY  t hough t
i n  you r  m ind  o f  g i v i ng  t he  PeoP lc  a
th r i l l ,  o r  pe r f o rm ing  any  s tun t s  be fo re
them ?

Wi tness :  No .
W:itness informed Mr. Doyle he had

flown about 10 hours in Hawker Demon
machines before coming to Tasmania.

Mr. Dol'le: You did not mention in
your sta.tement to the police the fact

[naf,  ne musI r lot  ar low fr le eYe[[s ot Lrre
rnorn ing  to  in f luence h is .dec is ion  con-
cerning the happenings of the afternoon.
He had contlnually asked rvhy Lansell 's
reroplane did not rise more than three
feet in ?00 yards, after becoming air-
borne. The crowd l:n the aerodrome
r v a s  i n  p l a i n  s i g h t  o i  e a c h  p i l o t .  I t
had  been s ta ted  tha t  the  mach ines  were
s lugg ish  on  leav inE i  the  ground,  bu t  he
had no t  been to ld  tha l  the  peop le  were
in t 'o rmed o f  tha t  fac t .  Apparent ly  i t
\ l 'as guarded as a secret by the three
p i lo ts ,  anc l  nc th i l lg  was  sa id
a b o u t  a n y  r i s l (  r v h i c h  m i g h t  b e  r u n .
I f  La t rse l l ' s  mach lne  was "he ld  down"
he rvas  no t  sa t is f i t :d  t l ta t  i t  was  neces '
sary  fo r  the  p i lo t  to  have done so .  H ' ,
nrust. or shottld have, knorvn where the

Peop le  were ,  and i t  wou la l  ha ,ve  beet

Fer fec t l y  easy  fo r  h im to  have taken
the  same course  as  l ' r i s  p redecessors .

that the aeroplane wa,s "bumped" otr? I
Witness:  No. I
I take it you ditl not attempt to-lift I

the aerop.ane till t-ou s'ere fair'ly close {
to the ueople?-Yes'  I

Was 
-the 

matter of the nearness of i
the people weighing with t'ou at all' or I
were you disregarding them_?-I cer- i
tainlv s'as not d.isregarding them.

'Witness exllressed. the opinion that
tho machine haO begun to lift before the
imoact occurred.

I-n reply to Mr. Doyle, witness said he
had noi had a simijar experience with
a machine before. He believecl the fi8ure
he saw with Eaving arms wa.s that of
Miss Cotton, though he had not been
led to look out for a wave.

The Coroner: What is the explana-
tion of the occurrence? 

'We 
have not

had it yet, you know.
Witness; i can only saY I was waiting

for the aeroplane to gain forwarti speed
for the maximum of safetY.

H E I G H T  J U D G E D  B Y  S O U N D ?

Referring to the effeet of the machines
on the people of Swansea, $'itness
Dointed out  they had not  seen l lawker-
bemons before,  and he was of  opin ion
they judB:ed the height of the aeroplanes
from sound., and not from observation.

The Coroner: And to what exactly do
you ascribe this unfortunate accident?

Witness:  There were a number of
f ac to r s  con t r i bu t i ng '

Ha1'e you any idea lvhat the]' were?-
There is the inefflciency of the aero-
D lanes  .  . ,  .- 

The Coroner: But all three mactiines
were the same.'Witness: 

I cannot give a definlte
reason.

Frecerick Georg:e HuxleY, recalled,
was askeat by I r. Doyle if he could give
a.nv reason why Lansel l 's  machine
should be "held down" u 'hen taking of f
lonser than the other maehlnes.

Witness: The machine was definitely
held down, for what reason I do not
know.

The Coroner: Having heard the evi-
dence of the pilots, can you say why it
d id not  r ise?

JITitness: No.
In repl l ' to the coroner,  s ' i tness said

if Lanselt's machine were "bumped"

"I  th ink the pi lot  was gui l ty  of  a,  mis-
calculation o{ the helght he rvas above
the grourrd" said the coroner.  "He hai l
a duty cast  on him which he dia l  not
fulnl, and I frnd that the deaths ol NIrs.
Louisa T<ate Cotton and Jean Cotton
were caused by their  being struck by an
aeroplane of  rvhich Lansel l  was pi lot ,
and that  t l te reason the aeroplane
struck them s 'as that  he negl igent ly
pi lotecl  i t .  I  consider h is negl igence was
culpable,  and i t  is  my palnfu l  duty to
commit  h inr  for  t r ia l . "

Lansell, 'who tias committecl to stand
his trial on a charge of manslaughter
al  the s i t t lngs of  the Cr iminal  Court  at
Hobart on April 21 was grantecl bail in
a, rccognisance and a surety, each of

into the air the fact would not affect

i t , '  wi tness adaled.

its ability to rise before the crolvd was'::tr+"*;";isti!l{!:t""*"ii;[3}.i
height to clear the PeoI
- - 'Ur. -boyle,  

addressin8i  the coroner '  I
.,ru-itiea tn! finding should be that the I
il;;;;;e;;; iireir deaths owins-to th€ I
;;i;;bi" neslisence of Lansell' He con-- 1
i"" i "J-aet i .nstrat ions were glven at  I
Swansea in the morning ald afternoon I
tvithout a rlue regard to the- sarety or l,
the persons who wi tnesaed tnem' l l"'i l. -c;; 

aslieil rvhv Lansell or the l'
o ther Di iots should ant ic ipate -c lzmger l l
which 

-no 
one else' lncluding Capraln I

I{uxley, an experience.d - ai.rmali -11: I
ant ic i r lated.  He reminded the coroncr I
that  i i  the pl lots chose to do anytnlng I
re"f<t""", as- haal been alleged by- somo I
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THE TRAGIC ACCIDENT which occurred at Swansea on Thursday, when a Royal Australian Air Force bomber crashed into a number of specta 
the Coroner (Mr. W. Hutchins), on the left, is shown viewing the machine; and in the picture on the right, Captain F. Huxley is standing in froi 
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the Coroner (Mr. W. Hutchins j, on the left, it rtro*n tiewinj the mach;ie; 
-ani 

in the picture on the right, Captain F. Huxley is standing in f ror
of



Tee bomber crashed into a number of spectators, c ausing the deaths et two, was Mvesiigated on Friday. 
	The picture on the left shows the damage( 

e right, Captain F. Huxley is standing in front of t he stump 
over which the aeroplane flew after the mishap. 	

The figure on the extreme left of 11 

of the m achine. 
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of two, was 
investigated on Friday. The picture on the left shows the damaged Machine after the accident. 

	In the centre picture 

ich the aeroplane flew after the mishap. 	
The figure on the extreme left of the picture is Pilot-Officer V. Lansell, who had charget 
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